GROTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS
GROTON, CONNECTICUT
(*Attachments are available upon request from the Superintendent’s Office.)

Committee of the Whole May 20, 2019

A Committee of the Whole of the Groton Board of Education was held on May 20, 2019 in Room 11 of
the School Administration Building.

1 CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order by Dr. Andrea Ackerman, Vice Chairperson, at 6:05 p.m.
PRESENT ABSENT

Mrs. Kim Shepardson Watson, Chairperson Mrs. Rosemary Robertson
Dr. Andrea Ackerman, Vice Chaitperson

Mrs. Jane Giulini

Mis. Katrina Fitzgerald

Mrs. Gretchen Newsome

Mzis. Rita Volkmann

Mr. Jay Weitlauf

Mzts. Lee White

Dr. Michael Graner, Superintendent of Schools

Ms. Susan Austin, Assistant Superintendent of Schools
Mz. Sam Kilpatrick, Director of Buildings and Grounds
Mt. Ken Knight, Business Manager

Miss Addie Clatk, Student Representative

1. Approval of Minutes of May 13, 2019

MOTION: White, Weitlauf: To apptove the minutes of May 13, 2019,
PASSED - UNANIMOUSLY

2. Participation in MCEC National Training Seminar

Mrs. Watson stated that the MCEC National Training Seminar will be held July 22 — 25, 2019. The
following Board members noted an intetrest in attending: Dr. Ackerman, Mrs. Newsome, Mrs. White,
Mrs. Watson, and Mrs. Giulini. They will confirm their ability to attend by Friday, May 24, 2019 to the
Superintendent.
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3.

Fitch High School [ATTACHMENT #1]

a.

Update regarding new graduation requirements — Ms. McGuite, Assistant Principal of Fitch
High School, gave an overview of the new graduation requitements. The new graduation
requirements will take affect with the freshman class beginning in the 2019-2020 school year.
It was noted that the two Department Heads covering PE, health, art, business, culinary arts,
technology, and music, will no longer be available due to having to teach a class. Thetefore,
the administration will determine the necessary realignment of duties to cover the
Department Head responsibilities.

Update regarding high school guidelines re: cell phones — Mr. Diskin explained that the high
school is using guidelines that teachers want regarding cell phones. He explained that
teachers set their own guidelines for the use of cell phones in their classrooms.

Discussion of IB and AP students paying for their tests — Mr. Arcarese stated that about half
of the students taking AP classes sit for the test. IB students have a project/portfolio
requirement and do not take a single exam.

Discussion of the ASL staff proposal — Dr. Graner stated that this would be a half time
position and that 60 students have signed up for the course. This would allow for 3 full
sections (20 students per class). Dr. Graner will determine whete the necessaty funds will
be found to cover this position.

Update re: requested feedback related to closure of an additional elementary school

Mzt. Kilpatrick noted that he had spoken with his professional staff as well as reviewed 2 studies,
McKissisk Associates and Silver-Pettucelli, and as a result the overall recommendation was to close
Mary Mortisson Elementary School.

The consensus of the Board was to close Mary Morrisson elementary school.

Suggested Future Topics

Mrs. Volkmann suggested discussion of the early dismissal days for students.
Mrs. Fitzgerald suggested discussion of the 30 day grace period for immunizations and confirmation of
the percentage of immunizations throughout the district.

Adjournment

MOTION: Ackerman, Weitlauf: To adjourn at 8:10 p.m.

PASSED - UNANIMOUSLY
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