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FOREWORD

Our Unique Story
If another exists, I don’t know of it. Our school is the only one I know that was founded
by two women at the same time. Our school originated thanks to this relationship.
Miss Nightingale, a trusted name in New York City, was a tutor whose presence was
welcomed by girls and families alike. Miss Bamford was new to New York, but not to
girls’ education. An Oxford alumna and former math chair at the highly regarded Bryn
Mawr School in Baltimore, Maryland, Miss Bamford arrived with a CV that had necessary
gravitas for this start-up venture.
Miss Nightingale most often, and perhaps fairly, gets top billing. It was her initial
notion and her invitation to Miss Bamford that got this project off of the ground. Make
no mistake, however—we would not be here today without Miss Bamford. Her insistence
on an academic program that was every bit as rigorous as the leading boys’ schools
was as well timed (this was an increasingly accepted notion) as it was bold.
Close to 100 years later, the Nightingale-Bamford School conducted a massive
self-study in preparation for our strategic plan. After interviewing graduates from
Miss Bamford’s time all the way to the Class of 2030 (in Kindergarten at the time),
we learned that the primacy that we place on relationships has not altered since
our founding. That understanding is at least as important in 2019 as it was in 1920.
The best schools, perhaps not unlike the most successful companies or the healthiest
families, know what is core for them. For us it is relationships. This affirmation of our
founding raison d’être is significant. In a world beleaguered by an exaggerated premium
on celebrity however gained, and individual accomplishments however come by, a
graduate of Miss Nightingale and Miss Bamford’s school knows that meaningful life
comes via interconnection and interdependence. An understanding that all of us need
help; an understanding that all of us can provide help. This is not a “soft skill.” Quite the
contrary, this comes most readily to well-educated people who possess enough depth to
make a difference and enough breadth to understand one’s limits. It is this combination
of hard-earned wisdom and humility that has long marked the Nightingale alumna.
Today’s emphasis on global citizenship demands that the Nightingale of today
extend our relationships to every corner of the globe. Doing so extends the narrative
of our founders, giving it a distinctly twenty-first century chapter. It endeavors to give
students a better chance of living in community with others, interdependently for the
betterment of all.
As many of you know, in the last two years Nightingale has engaged in a relationship
with the Pine Ridge Girls’ School, the only girls’ school on a Native American reservation.
My daughter, Jane (Class IV), and I had the opportunity over spring break to join the
six students and two faculty chaperones who were spending a week in South Dakota
building relationships with the Lakota students who attend Pine Ridge. One evening,
the Pine Ridge teacher charged with teaching Lakota history, language, and tradition
said that a primary difference between his people and mine was that “Lakotas think
seven generations down the line.” He added, “Imagine how different your world would
be if that was true for you?”
Genealogists tend to indicate that three to four generations make up a century.
If that is true, Nightingale is about halfway to the seven-generation mark. And whether
or not they consciously thought seven generations down the line, we can take comfort
in the lasting quality of Miss Nightingale and Miss Bamford’s founding relationship and
vision. Their foresight will carry us for at least another century.
From my first moment within the blue doors I believed in the power of this unique
school to make a difference for girls. This has never wavered and is bolstered with
every passing year. Now that I am completing my eleventh year at the school and
seventh year as head, I am increasingly aware of—and in awe of—the centrality and
relevance of our foundational reliance on relationships to change a girl and to change
a world. We are needed more than ever before.

Paul A. Burke
Head of School
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The Third
Space
Director of Library and Academic
Resources Elizabeth Fernandez
shares her thoughts on the library’s
place in the twenty-first century.

By Elizabeth Fernandez
On a mid-March afternoon in the library, the Nightingale
Chamber Chorus rehearses “Let Praises Rise,” a stirring and
moving spiritual by Byron Williams. The girls stand facing
the soaring Palladian windows, an original architectural detail
preserved amidst a series of renovations. The windows have
a profound impact on this space; their grand scale adds
elegance to the room and, at the same time, reminds us
to look up and look out. Our gaze naturally lifts upward
towards the natural light and bit of sky. The music, the
windows, and the golden light of the afternoon truly elevate
our spirits. They are an inspiration—an invitation to explore,
discover, and dream. The library is a place of scholarship
and reflection, of studying and daydreaming, of collaboration
and solitude, of art and leisure. It is a place of endless
possibilities. Head of School Paul A. Burke says it best when
he says, “In a secular school, the library is the closest thing
we have to a sacred space.”
Here I will take you on a brief tour of the library. I will let
you know why the Nightingale library matters more now in the
twenty-first century than ever before, how the library is the
nexus of tradition and innovation, and how we are uniquely
preparing our young women for their futures.
The library is the living room of the schoolhouse. It is cozy
and inviting. The idea that the library is a place of homey
comfort is not a new one. We know from the 1932 yearbook
that in the spring of 1931, Miss Nightingale and a group
of juniors scoured furniture shops around New York City
to furnish their new library space, as they all agreed that
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American history students in Classes XI and XII use primary sources, such as the census data above, as part of the New York City Block Project.

“a library’s supreme attraction is in the comfortableness of
its chairs.” During the renovations in the late 1980s, then
Headmistress Joan Stitt McMenamin advocated that the
student center and library be very near each other, so that
the girls would pass the library every day on their way to
meals and meetings. The library is the heart of the school,
essential to both the curriculum and community.
Ray Oldenburg, urban sociologist and author of The Great
Good Place, coined the phrase “third space.” A third space
is a space that is not home and not work, but a safe, informal,
neutral, gathering place, a place where everyone knows your
name. The Nightingale library is our third space. It is a place
that eases solitude and honors both private and communal
work practices. It is a social leveler; students, faculty, and
staff work side by side. Our cadre of regulars come in and
go straight to their favorite spots. We celebrate the adage:
“You belong because you are here.” We want the library to
be a space of belonging, comfort, and deep joy.
The Middle/Upper School library on the second floor
consists of the main reading room, two private rooms for
group work, several reading carrels, and a separate fiction
area with window seats and comfortable chairs. Middle
Schoolers use the library as their community space during
Enrichment to do homework or curl up with an independent
reading book. Up on the fourth floor, a quote by journalist
Margaret Fuller—“Today a reader, tomorrow a leader”—
greets the girls at the library’s entryway. Our Lower School
library is furnished with its own skylit magical island. Students
begin and end their library class there; a perfect spot for
imaginations at play. There are many places to cozy up with
a book: reading nooks, window seats, and tables and chairs.
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Our libraries respect the different ways our students read,
study, and learn. There is a place for everyone at the library.
A library’s collection is the key to a community’s identity.
Just as browsing the bookshelves in a home gives insight to
that family’s literary tastes and areas of interest, browsing
our school library’s shelves reveals what matters most to us.
Nightingale’s bookshelves exemplify our distinct key curricular
touchstones, classic and contemporary literature selections,
and the most current student favorites.
In the Lower School, books are offered in festive abundance
throughout the library—in displays, in baskets, on the shelves,
and always within reach. There may be a run on dog-breed
books when puppies and pets enter the zeitgeist. Books about
animals, fairies, planets, pigeons who shouldn’t drive buses,
and fictional pigs who like buttered toast are in high demand.
In the Middle/Upper School library, non-fiction titles support
the curriculum and the passions of our community. At a glance,
ample space on the shelves is devoted to the Jewish Diaspora,
American historical monuments, London’s National Gallery,
the Harlem Renaissance, New York City, and the Ottoman
Empire, to name a few. It is clear how much we value poetry,
drama, and art history from the shelf space devoted to these
areas. We are especially proud of our Nightingale author
section, which grows each year. The fiction room houses an
ever-expanding collection of texts that represent a wide range
of voices and perspectives. Our newly formed Student Library
Advisory Council is charged with making sure that all students
can find themselves in a book. Across the grades, students
look for stories about girls who go beyond barriers; they are
invested in stories about people who have overcome injustice
or advocated for change.

A culture of literacy is celebrated throughout the library
program and shapes the reading lives of our students at all
levels, from emerging to expert readers. Besides reading
for pleasure, we nurture reading for information as early as
Kindergarten and engage in meaningful research projects at
every level. Our library’s extensive print collection is enhanced
by an impressive suite of digital assets. Our multimedia
database collection includes historical newspapers, academic
journals, eBooks, photographs, and film. Kindergarteners
through seniors are taught research skills using sophisticated
search strategies. In today’s information-saturated world,
we teach students to be expert researchers by questioning
everything they read on the open web. A major part of our
library program is source evaluation; as students progress
into higher education they will need to be skillful discerners
of what is true and what is not.
One of Nightingale’s capstone research assignments is
“The New York City Block Project,” designed for juniors and
seniors studying American history. For this project, students
are assigned one side of a city block on the Upper East Side
and, through primary documents such as census records,
historic maps, and newspapers, combined with hands-on,
boots-on-the-ground investigative reporting, they analyze
their block at two points in history: 1920 and today. The
census taker and the lives of those counted come alive in
ways that textbook learning can’t match. Who was grocer and
Russian Yiddish-speaking Gus Spero who lived at 1174 Park
Avenue? Or Irish-born Ellen Cannon who worked as a private
nurse for a family and lived in the same building? What was
life like on Third Avenue and 86th Street for six-year-old
German-born Edith Johnson, daughter of chauffeur James

Johnson? What was happening in this neighborhood at that
time? What was happening in the world? What is happening
on these streets and in our world today? Our students take
deep dives into the research and are curious, driven, ambitious,
and personally invested in this project.
The Block Project is a collaboration with our history teachers,
librarians, and students. Additionally, we have partnered with
neighborhood associations, local public libraries, and museums,
who have all helped us on our journey. This project gives
students and teachers a chance to connect the dots between
themselves, their neighborhood, and the world beyond the
blue doors.
The 1920 census records for East 92nd Street between
Fifth and Madison tell a fascinating story. Residing at 26 East
92nd Street, one of the brownstones that makes up the current
Nightingale schoolhouse, is Sergei Rachmaninoff, along with
wife Natalie and daughters Irene and Tatiana, ages 16 and 12.
His profession is listed as Professor of Music. The rewards of
research...the thrill of discovery.
At the end of the day, the library light changes. The historic
windows shed less light and the room, abuzz with voices and
excitement all day, is quieting down. It seems fitting to end on
this note, pun very much intended. We began with the sound
of the girls singing in the library and end with thoughts of
Rachmaninoff playing the piano in this building 100 years ago.
The library is a whispering post absorbing all the energy that
was here: the confluence of the girls’ lives with this history and
the present moment. It serves as a portal through which our
students’ learning, cultivated and nurtured within these walls,
takes shape and goes out into the wide, wide world.
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Why I Teach
Lower School science teacher Elizabeth Fairbairn’s
childhood passion for the natural world informs
her teaching every day.

By Elizabeth Fairbairn
As an elementary school student, I did not perceive science
or math to be my academic strengths. Math classes terrified
me outright, and I found science to be a boring, dry subject.
When I was in school, math was about memorizing rules
without any understanding built on why the rules were created
and why they worked. There was no number sense involved in
the math of my childhood. Science was reading about fantastic
adventures—from a book. I would read about Charles Darwin
and Marie Curie. I learned vocabulary terms like “hypothesis”
and “evidence.” I would read facts about various animals,
geological features, and habitats. And as I read, I wished.
I so dearly wished to be doing the things I was reading about
and not just reading about them. So, science was relegated
to another disliked subject.
It wasn’t until many years later that I made the connection
between my childhood pastimes and an innate love of science.
Catching spiders in my “bug jar” and keeping them alive for
weeks on end by poking ants and other small insects through
the holes in the top, observing egg sacs being spun and
the spiderlings escaping through the aforementioned holes,
much to my mother’s delight. Going for nature walks with my
grandfather in the White Mountains of Arizona, learning to
identify birds by their calls and catching horny toads on the
trails, only to be scolded by my grandmother for bringing
them into the house. Rock hunting with my aunt and uncle,
both of them geologists, and finding beautifully striated
specimens in Joshua Tree National Park to arrange on my
rock and shell shelf at home in my bedroom. Dragging my
mother to the Natural History Museum in Los Angeles for
the umpteenth time to visit the Dinosaur Hall. All of these
activities, these things that I loved to do, came from a love of
the natural world, a curiosity couched in “Why” and “How”
that I did not connect to the academic subject of science
until later on in my life as a student.

8 TH E B L UE DOORS

Once I decided to pursue graduate work to become a
teacher, this connection would bear fruit as I laid the groundwork
for my area of emphasis in my studies. I determined that I
should become a math and science teacher, because these
were areas I had struggled in as a child when I was in school.
In my opinion, teaching a subject that I had initially found
difficult would make me a better teacher, as I would more
easily empathize with students who might struggle in my
classes and would be more flexible in my approaches to helping
them succeed. The strategies I learned in my teaching program
in these subjects were life altering for me as I reflected back
on my own elementary-school years. The first time I learned
number-sense strategies for solving multi-digit addition and
subtraction problems, I was blown away! Breaking down
numbers using the base 10 value system and recombining
them in any number of different ways made all the light bulbs
go off for all those rules I had memorized. Using a pan of
brownies to define “equal share” as it relates to fractions was
both delicious and a great way to make common denominator
rules accessible. Learning how to use hands-on experiments
to get the answers to questions like “Why do clouds form?”,
“How do circuits work?”, and “What causes day and night?”
took me back to all those moments in school when I wanted
to do things, not just read about them.
I came out of my MA Ed program determined to be that
teacher, that teacher I didn’t have. I was going to make math
accessible to all those students who go home and tell their
parents at dinner, “I’m no good at math!” I was going to have
kids elbow deep in Borax and glue to learn about polymer
chains and chemical reactions as they make glow-in-the-dark
slime instead of reading about it in a book. We would become
insect handlers and crayfish wranglers and pill-bug guardians
as we learned about the structures of life and the diversity
of the animal world. Want to learn about NASA? Let’s build
rockets! Want to learn about plants? Let’s grow some Brassica!
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Class II students studied the morphology and anatomical structure of flowering plants this spring as part of their botany unit. Here, Alyssa Azeke ’29 notes in her
science journal the growth and structural changes she sees in her Brassica plant compared to the last time she observed it.

Want to learn about birds? Let’s go birding in Central Park!
This attitude of learning by doing infuses everything I do in
my classroom, and I feel proud of what I have achieved here
at Nightingale. Every day in my class, my students are working
and learning by doing, engaged in hands-on experiments
and constantly asking the whys and the hows that make
science fun and engaging and dynamic. I built my curriculum
from the ground up—blessed to be allowed to do so by
Nightingale’s administration—and I infused my joy of learning
by doing into every aspect of what the girls do in my lab.
Every couple of weeks or so, I get feedback from parents,
both current and past, about how much their daughter is
enjoying/enjoyed science, how they come home bursting with
“Let me tell you what I learned in science today...” enthusiasm.
How they went for a walk in Central Park and identified all the
birds they saw, explaining interesting details about each. How
they went to an observatory and named constellations that
their parents didn’t even know existed. How they created a
volcano in the kitchen out of baking soda and vinegar and red
food coloring and holy cow, did that make a mess or what?
I live for these moments. I feel like I am making a difference,
that I am lighting the spark of curiosity in these students’
lives that will lead some of them down the path of science,
whether as a career or as a hobby-level area of interest.
One of these days, when I am much older, I am going to
turn on the TV and see one of my former students. Maybe
she made a critical discovery in regards to avian migratory
routes. Maybe she developed an ingenious carbon-capture
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Every day in my class, my
students are working and
learning by doing, engaged
in hands-on experiments
and constantly asking the
whys and the hows that make
science fun and engaging
and dynamic.
technology that is going to turn the tide against climate
change. Maybe she was chosen by NASA to be one of
the few astronauts involved in a manned (and womanned!)
mission to Mars. I will see my former student and I will know
that I made a difference in her life and in the lives of all those
affected by her discovery or invention. And I will be so proud.
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A Plan
in Progress
Nightingale’s current strategic plan has been in full
implementation mode for nearly two years. Here,
Director of Strategic Initiatives Nikki Vivion delivers
a progress report on the plan’s ambitious goals.

FIRST THINGS FIRST
2017–18

2018–19

2019–20

Community

16%

68%

Educational
Program

22%

75%

Student
Experience

15%

67%

Sustainability
of mission

5%

79%

0%

25%

DONE

IN PROGRESS

50%

2020–21

16%

3%

19%

16%

75%

100%

TO DO

Steady progress is being made in each goal area of the strategic plan.

By Nikki Vivion
Nightingale’s current strategic plan, First Things First, went
into effect in the fall of 2017. The plan, which emerged after
months of work by subcommittees and focus groups and
included input from students, alumnae, parents, faculty, staff,
and trustees, set out ambitious four-year goals in four major
areas: the educational program, the student experience,
our community, and sustainability of our mission.
From there, each goal area was further divided into
specific goals, each with its own set of action steps, well over
100 in total, to focus our work and help us more effectively
prioritize our efforts over time. For example, within the student
experience goal area, there were 10 specific action steps
to support our health and wellness goals alone. To keep us
organized and help sequence and scaffold the rollout of new
initiatives over the entire implementation period, Director
of Institutional Research Christine Javier recommended that
we use a software platform called Tableau. It has been a
wonderful tool, allowing us to monitor progress easily and
assign ownership to individuals and/or departments to ensure
accountability for each action step.
The adoption of our new mission statement by the board
of trustees in September of 2017 represented the first goal
completed and set the stage for the subsequent rollout of
other initiatives during that first year of implementation. Many
faculty and staff elected to participate in one of three study
groups, committing to be part of a year-long “deep dive”
into a particular goal that needed further examination before
actionable decisions could be made. For example, we needed
to uncover and define what STEAM means at Nightingale
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before we could even consider meaningful integration within
the K–XII program. We couldn’t effectively recommend the
exploration of alternative student-led pedagogical approaches
before first understanding whether and to what extent
teachers across divisions and departments felt empowered
to be experimental in the classroom. Similarly, developing an
integrated and holistic approach to professional development
for both faculty and staff required a needs analysis and
examination into best practices and systems and structures
to support such a program.
During the current 2018–2019 academic year, more
targeted and action-oriented working groups have
replaced the study-group model. One such working group
is focused on global education and has already discussed
how to redefine sustainability at Nightingale to include
financial and social lenses in addition to the often assumed
environmental one. We are also considering how best to
establish organic means of connecting with Round Square,
the global consortium comprised of schools from over 50
countries that Nightingale recently joined. The organization’s
philosophy is centered around a “discovery framework”
involving the development of six values, known by the
acronym IDEALS: Internationalism, Democracy, Environmentalism,
Adventure, Leadership, and Service. These IDEALS provide
clearer means of building opportunities for global-citizenship
skill-building inside and outside of the traditional classroom
setting. In fact, the schoolwide community engagement
day this April focused on celebrating one or more of these
IDEALS through a wide variety of activities both in and out
of the schoolhouse.

While it is challenging to sum up the implementation to
date of our dynamic, complex plan, examining our specific
progress within the health and wellness goal provides a useful
glimpse into the scaffolding process itself.
Given that hiring a leader to grow a burgeoning health and
wellness program was one of many action steps supporting
a common goal, that objective took priority over most others
and thus was designated for implementation early on in the
first year. While we could begin to work on several related
action steps, most were purposefully stalled until the official
arrival of our inaugural director of health and wellness, Robyn
Jaffe, at the start of the current academic year.
Since then, a plethora of action steps have taken shape,
and some have already reached completion. One of these,
the selection of the Independent School Health Check as
our external community health assessment tool, has not only
been completed, but the survey itself has already been taken
by students in Classes VI–XII. This assessment will allow us
to establish a baseline for a wide variety of student health
measures, compare our results with those of similar schools,
and continue to shape the health education curriculum in a
more proactive and well-informed manner.
The lone action step yet to be started in the health and
wellness goal is to create a LEED-like rubric and certification
model to measure progress and celebrate success. From the
start of the entire undertaking, this objective had been identified
as an aspirational goal and designated for the final phase.
Lessons learned from the implementation of other related
action steps will eventually inform the creation of this “healthy
school” rubric for independent schools.

Another noteworthy development in the progress of
our strategic plan relates to our efforts to increase diversity
throughout the schoolhouse. The total number of specific
diversity, equity, and inclusivity measures and initiatives
currently in action is impressive in and of itself, but the
systems-level perspective we are currently employing has
great potential for long-lasting consequences in this area.
Using data more effectively is helping us understand how
to best expand our reach and invite a broader spectrum
of families into our community. In addition, identifying and
pushing back against implicit bias in the hiring process is
helping Nightingale establish a strong community that better
reflects the broad diversity of New York City.
We will soon begin a curricular and programmatic
inventory intended to help us identify occurrences of
instruction in the areas of diversity, equity, and inclusivity;
health and wellness; and global education throughout
the K–XII educational program. This will allow us to more
effectively reinforce all of the great work already taking
place and to be more intentional about future developments.
We also hope to discover areas in which to highlight voices,
identities, and experiences that are either missing or
overshadowed in the current curriculum.
As is hopefully evident, much exciting and invigorating
change is afoot inside the blue doors. With our new mission
guiding the way and a system in place to capably monitor
the implementation of our strategic plan over time, we are
excited to move toward the final phase of the plan, which
coincides with our upcoming centennial celebration in 2020.
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In Robotics,
Students
Take the Lead
Nightingale’s robotics team exemplifies the
power and benefits of student-driven learning.

By Lauren Toppeta ’13
Since its humble beginnings in the 2016–2017 academic
year, Nightingale’s Upper School robotics team, Nighthawks
Robotics, has seen tremendous growth, doubling in size from
just last year. Founded and run by students (with guidance
from faculty advisor Evin Watson), the team is a prime example
of student-driven learning. To improve their knowledge and
skills in a variety of areas, including coding, engineering,
social media, outreach, and business plan development,
team members exchange information among one another as
well as with their counterparts at other schools. As the team’s
knowledge of robotics has grown, so too has their belief in
themselves and their own capabilities.
Team co-captain Xanthe Thomas ’19 commented that she
knew close to nothing about robotics when she first joined
the team, but quickly learned by example from her older
teammates. She has paid that forward with newer members
of the team and, together with her teammates, also challenges
herself to advance her robotics knowledge from a variety of
sources, including Instagram, Reddit, and YouTube. Seeking
out these avenues of knowledge has taught team members
how to take advantage of free and alternative learning
methods most effectively.
The Nighthawks are part of the FIRST Tech Challenge
(FTC) league, in which students in grades 7–12 design, build,
program, and operate robots in games of skill and strategy.
In addition to producing a robot, the league requires each
team to have a business plan, a social media plan, and
detailed goals. The Nighthawks compete within the league’s
New York City division, which has just over 30 registered
teams. The league has a unique scoring rubric, which not
only evaluates the design, build, and movement of a team’s
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robot, but also considers team members’ interpersonal
interactions with judges and, even more importantly, with their
counterparts from other schools. These inter-team discussions
are perhaps one of the most interesting aspects of FTC’s
scoring rubric and fall under a category called “gracious
professionalism.” Within this category, competitors are judged
for how well they interact with other teams; how willingly they
share ideas, solutions, and extra parts; and how supportive
and respectful they are to other teams during competitions.
These additional requirements can force students out of their
comfort zones and help them gain confidence. For example,
Nighthawks Robotics co-captain Melissa Fonseca ’21
commented that she feels much less shy than she used to,
explaining that having to interact with other teams in order
to gain points has allowed her to grow more confident in
herself and her interactions with others. “I’m much more
extroverted and personable because of robotics,” she notes.
Although they always feel that their fellow competitors
see them as equals and judge them only on their ideas and
performance, the Nighthawks have noticed that all-girls teams
are sometimes treated differently by the referees, who refer to
them as “ladies” and rarely by their team name, while co-ed
or all-boys teams are shown respect by being called their
team name. Despite the frustration that can bring, co-captain
Xanthe admits that “it’s kind of a great feeling to go in being
viewed as an underdog just because you’re a team of girls
and then blow everyone away.”
Indeed, in their first competition of the 2018–2019
academic year last December, the Nighthawks did blow
everyone away, placing ninth out of 27 teams overall and
winning top spots in three award categories: second place
for the design of their robot; third place for their strategic/

Team members make
adjustments to their
robot at a competition
earlier this year.
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Before the evening came to
an end, everyone enjoyed
some delicious cake, cheekily
decorated with the words
“Graciously Professional
STEMinists.”
business plan outlining their future goals related to
sustainability, fundraising, outreach, and community service
(as well as the steps they will take to achieve those goals);
and third place for the Inspire Award, given to teams whose
engineering notebooks exceed expectations in all categories.
This was a fantastic result for a relatively small and new team.
In fact, by placing third for the Inspire Award, the team was
guaranteed a spot to compete in its first-ever “Super Qualifier”
round, which was held at the Dalton School in February.
The team’s performance at the Super Qualifier was
unfortunately not sufficient for them to move forward in
the competition, but rather than being disheartened by the
outcome, the Nighthawks relished in the personal and team
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growth they had undergone throughout the season and
immediately started thinking about next year and working on
the goals they had outlined in their award-winning notebooks,
particularly in the areas of community service and outreach.
In late February, for example, the team spent time with
students at PS 198, teaching elementary-school-aged students
about their robot as part of the school’s STEM Night. Hoping
to inspire younger children with less access to robotics, the
team brought along their robot and taught the students at
PS 198 how to control it.
The team has also been working to make robotics
competitions a more accepting place for women and gender
minorities. To that end, on International Women’s Day on
March 8, the Nighthawks organized and hosted an event at
Nightingale for female and gender minority competitors in
the FTC Robotics league. Attended by over 20 students,
the event featured a panel of women currently working in
robotics and engineering who shed light on their professional
trajectories and offered words of advice. In addition, the
students in attendance engaged in a group discussion about
the discrimination they’ve faced as girls and gender minorities
in robotics competitions. Before the evening came to an end,
everyone enjoyed some delicious cake, cheekily decorated
with the words “Graciously Professional STEMinists.”
These self-proclaimed STEMinists are doing their best to
work against the odds of referees who do not take them as
seriously as their male counterparts, to spread their knowledge
as far and wide as they can, and, in true Nightingale fashion,
to create nurturing relationships. Nighthawks Robotics is truly
an endeavor of the heart and mind.
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We Asked...You Answered

Nightingale Alumnae
by Industry

What role has Nightingale played in your career?

“Nightingale provided me with the foundation
and confidence to make choices about my future
at every step of the way.” —Anne Hummell ’74

Earlier this year, we surveyed alumnae from
the Classes of 1970–2014 to gain a more
complete picture of their varied career and
life experiences. The survey data is already
informing new career-oriented programming
and networking opportunities for current
students and alumnae, and we are grateful
to the many alumnae who participated!

Retail
11%

Nonprofit
31%

Energy/
Utilities
1%
Environmental
Services/
Sustainability
5%

Education
32%

Entrepreneurship
1%

Science
4%

NOT STEM
37% of Nightingale alumnae
are working or have worked
in STEM fields
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“I developed strong analysis, writing, and oral
presentation skills at Nightingale that led me to
be an effective attorney for my clients in court
or in written advocacy.” —Barbara Futter ’80

Journalism
1%

“Confidence built at Nightingale enabled success
in an industry where I was often the only female
in the room.” —Marjorie Peters ’85
Law
15%

Arts
25%

Media/Entertainment
24%

Financial Services
13%

Advertising/Marketing
18%

Real Estate
7%

Communications/PR
15%

Publishing
11%

STEM

Technology
13%

HR/
Recruitment
3%
Interior Design
4%

Social Services
6%

Design/Fashion
11%

“My career path has been extremely non-linear
and parallels my Nightingale experience of being
able to be engaged in a broad and deep array
of academic and extracurricular experiences.”
—Juliet Rothschild Weissman ’93

Foundations/
Philanthropy
11%

Consumer Products
7%
Consulting
18%
Mental Health/
Psychology
9%

Government/Politics
12%

Medicine
8%

Agriculture
1%
Architecture/
Engineering
1%

Health Care/
Pharmaceuticals
13%
Sports/
Leisure
10%
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Hannah Liu ’20 takes flight during
a performance of “So I Stayed,”
a piece she choreographed for
the Nightingale Dance Collective
this year.
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HA LLWAYS

Upper School students
displayed deft comic timing in
their production of the farce
Noises Off in December 2018.

Stories and photographs
from around the schoolhouse

irc leader david miliband
addresses students
International Rescue Committee (IRC) President
and CEO David Miliband spoke to students in
Classes VII–XII on November 5, 2018. A member
of British Parliament from 2001–2013, Mr. Miliband
served as Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs
of the United Kingdom from 2007–2010 and
Secretary of State for the Environment from
2006–2007. In his current position at the IRC,
Mr. Miliband sees firsthand the effects of today’s
double-sided refugee crisis. While there are more
refugees now than at any other time since World
War II, countries (like the United States) that have
typically opened their doors to those seeking
asylum are refusing entry to the vast majority of
refugees today. The IRC, Mr. Miliband explained,
works to decrease the gap between help needed
and help given. In 2017 alone, the IRC provided
health care to nearly 23 million individuals,
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education opportunities to 1.14 million children,
and support and safe spaces to 116,580 women
and girls. After a discussion detailing where the
IRC has helped most, Mr. Miliband appealed
to students to stay interested in the world and
happenings around them, imploring them to
ask themselves what they can be doing to help.
Mr. Miliband offered his own suggestions, which
included staying up to date on policies and
volunteering at the IRC summer camp that helps
refugee children learn English and acclimate to
their new living environments. Part of making
a difference in the greater world, Mr. Miliband
reminded everyone in attendance, starts by
helping at home. In photo, above: David Miliband
with (from L to R) Lucy Farman-Farmaian ’25,
Helena Inzerillo ’25, Liesl Brodsky ’22, and Alex
Dingle ’19, who introduced Mr. Miliband to the
audience and closed out the assembly with
words of gratitude.
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ahrc on broadway performs

students enjoy unexpected

for middle school

encounter with gloria steinem

Participants in “AHRC on Broadway,”
a program that gives adults with intellectual
and developmental disabilities who find joy in
performing the opportunity to do so, came to
Nightingale in October to perform at a Middle
School assembly organized by music faculty
member Ian Miller, who volunteers regularly
with the group. AHRC on Broadway has put on
abridged versions of productions including Peter
Pan, Beauty and the Beast, and Fiddler on the
Roof in recent years, often performing alongside
Broadway actors. For the Nightingale audience,
the AHRC on Broadway performers selected two
hit songs from their impressive repertoire: “This is
Me” from The Greatest Showman and “You Will
Be Found” from Dear Evan Hansen. Both songs
are much beloved by Nightingale students, and
those in attendance at the assembly enjoyed
singing along and witnessing firsthand the joy
that performing brought to the members of
the group. This was a wonderful opportunity
for students to see the commonalities that
can and do exist among people whose lived
experiences are quite different from their own.
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poetry magazine editor
speaks to upper school
At an assembly last fall, Don Share, editor-in-chief
of Poetry magazine, spoke to Upper School
students about his role at the magazine and his
efforts to diversify who we think of as poets, and
even what we think of as poetry. He shared his
view of “bad poetry” as that which is inauthentic
in emotion or tries to fit into an overly evocative
mold, and read aloud three poems that have
appeared in Poetry and were written by
contemporary poets, two of whom were high
school students. Before concluding, Mr. Share
urged students to push themselves creatively,
stressing that good, creative work takes time that
they must make for the things they care about
and find exciting.

When members of the Upper School Women’s
Rights Club attended a performance of the play
Gloria: A Life in February, they were delighted
to learn that Gloria Steinem herself was present
and would lead a discussion circle that invited
audience participation. Among the audience
members who asked to address Ms. Steinem
was Ava Lindstrom ‘20, who spoke at length
about both the positive and negative role that
social media plays in her life and the lives of
her peers. Ms. Steinem responded by saying
that although we don’t control the platform or
structure of social media, we can control what we
share and that we need to stop basing our own
self-worth on other people’s opinion of ourselves.
Ms. Steinem expressed her hope that Ava had
friends and a community of people to support
her, which was a recurring theme in all of her
comments. When Ava nodded in the affirmative
and said that she had come with her school’s
Women’s Rights Club, Ms. Steinem and the rest of
the audience burst into applause. Women’s Rights
Club advisor Talia Varonos noted that audience
members came up to Ava afterward to thank
her for sharing her perspective, adding, “It was
indeed a glorious experience for Ava and all the
members of the club!”

raffaele morra works with
upper school dancers
On February 7, students in Dance Department
Head Allison Trotta’s dance elective had the
opportunity to learn from ballerino Raffaele
Morra, who is the ballet master for Les Ballets
Trockadero de Monte Carlo (known as the
“Trocks”), an all-male comic dance company
that has performed all over the world. During his
visit, Mr. Morra led students through an intensive
warmup before teaching them a portion of the
“Dying Swan” dance.
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ballet d ’ afrique djoniba

alumnae of color return

out of uniform

performs for lower school

for roundtable discussion

silver crown award

As part of Nightingale’s celebration of Black
History Month in February, Lower School students
had the opportunity to experience some of the
music and dance of the African diaspora thanks
to Djoniba Mouflet P’29 and his dance company,
Ballet D’Afrique Djoniba. After fully enjoying
the energetic performance, some lucky student
volunteers were invited to join the dance company
on stage and learn a few steps!
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As part of the Alumnae/Students of Color
Mentorship Program, alumnae Diana Ballesteros ’05,
Sheila Munguia ’94, Terri Davis-Merchant ’95,
and Yvonne Morel ’12 shared words of wisdom
with Upper School students during a roundtable
discussion in March. The intimate conversation
centered around each alumna’s individual
experiences at Nightingale, in college, and in
the working world, and how Nightingale helped
prepare them for the challenges they have faced
through it all. The alumnae advised students
to take advantage of the many opportunities
available to them at Nightingale and to seek the
support of faculty and staff. They were impressed
and encouraged by the initiatives the school has
undertaken to raise awareness of and address
issues that students of color face both inside
and outside of the schoolhouse, such as having
a full-time staff member like Director of Diversity
and Equity Johara Sealy.

2018 wins

The 2017–2018 editorial staff of Out of Uniform,
the Middle School literary magazine, was
recognized with a prestigious Silver Crown Award
at the Columbia Scholastic Press Association’s 95th
annual Spring Convention on March 22. Winning
a Crown Award is an enormous achievement,
indicating that the publication has been judged
by the Columbia Scholastic Press Association to
be among the best in student journalism produced
during the 2017–2018 academic year.
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nightingale students travel the world

Over the spring
vacation, a total of
64 students and
13 chaperones
traveled to five
different destinations,
experiencing a variety
of countries and
cultures much different
from their own.
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COLOMBIA
Above: Spanish students made three stops on
their trip to Colombia: Bogotá, Villa de Leyva, and
Cartagena. Prior to their trip, they engaged in class
discussions about the issues most pressing in each
community. While there, they met with local leaders
and learned about the different approaches each was
taking to help their communities. Each day, students
shared responsibilities such as providing pre- and
post-site-visit information to the group, mediating
interactions with community leaders and tour guides,
and even serving as photographer for the day.
SOUTH AFRICA
Left: Upper School Chamber Chorus went on a
performance tour of South Africa, visiting Cape
Town, Franschhoek, and Johannesburg. In addition
to the formal and informal performances they gave
throughout the trip, their robust travel schedule
provided a wide variety of meaningful experiences
centered around interpersonal exchanges, including
partaking in classes with African music experts and
heads of singing at South African universities like
Stellenbosch, meeting students at Nightingale’s
sister school St. Mary’s, and discussing the realities
of privilege at the Leap School of Science and Maths.

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC
Above: Students and faculty from three all-girls
schools—Nightingale, Westridge School (Los Angeles),
and Laurel School (Cleveland)—traveled to the
Dominican Republic for a young women’s leadership
program. During the course of their trip, the group
had the opportunity to visit and learn from the women
leaders of four local organizations: the DREAM Project
(Dominican Republic Education and Mentoring), Health
Horizons International, Whales Samaná, and MUDHA
(Movimiento de Mujeres Dominico-Haitiana).
ICELAND
Left, top: After a year of research and study, 14
students in Classes VII and VIII spent a week in Iceland.
While there, they learned more about the culture,
history, and traditions of Icelandic people; studied the
dramatic and varied geology of waterfalls, geysers,
black sand beaches, and volcanoes; presented to one
another on various topics including Icelandic flora and
fauna, volcanoes, and geothermal energy; and learned
about the effects of climate change on Iceland’s glaciers
during a glacier walk at Sólheimajökull.
SOUTH DAKOTA
Left, bottom: For the second year in a row, Nightingale
sent a delegation of students to our partner school,
Anpo Wicahpi, also called the Pine Ridge Girls’ School,
located on the Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota.
In addition to spending time with and learning from
the Pine Ridge students and tribal elders, the group’s
activities included visiting the site of the Massacre at
Wounded Knee, partaking in an outdoor science lesson
at the Badlands, and learning about the Lakota culture
and customs through teachings from respected elders
of the Oglala Lakota Nation.
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chicago cast participates

students take action on

in fosse workshop

climate change

On February 5, the cast of this year’s Upper School
musical, Chicago, spent their usual rehearsal time
in an intensive Bob Fosse Dance Workshop with
two dance professionals who are well versed in
Fosse’s work: alumna Francesca Harper ’87, P’29
and choreographer James Kinney. Ms. Harper and
Mr. Kinney, who performed together on Broadway
in Fosse as well as in a national tour of Sweet
Charity, led the student performers through some
of legendary choreographer Bob Fosse’s most
famous moves, encouraging them to let go of
any feelings of self-consciousness in order to
fully commit to their craft and engaging them
in conversation about where each of them finds
inspiration. Students left the workshop feeling
grateful for the experience of working with such
seasoned professionals and ready to incorporate
what they learned into their own performances.
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latin scholars continue
undefeated run
On January 12, eight fearless Upper School
students spent their Saturday at the Browning
School, competing against teams from other
independent schools at this year’s Certamen,
a Jeopardy-style Latin competition. Team
Nightingale has never lost a Certamen since it
was created more than 12 years ago, and this
year they managed even to top themselves,
breaking their score record by earning 85 points!
By comparison, the second-place team came
in with 29 points, and the remaining teams all
received single-digit scores.

Inspired by a growing youth movement working
to demand government action on climate change,
many Upper School students partook in an
11-minute walkout on March 15. Standing in unison
on the corner of Fifth Avenue and 92nd Street,
the student protesters held up signs they made
together with phrases such as “Oceans are rising.
Why aren’t we?” and “There is no PLANet B.” The
quick but powerful protest ended after students
chanted the famous protest cry “hey hey, ho ho,
climate change has got to go,” and walked back
into school with the wellbeing of the planet at the
forefront of their minds.

assembly focuses on
resilience and acceptance
The Middle School was delighted to welcome
Geri Mariano to their assembly on February 22.
Born with the congenital condition diastrophic
dysplasia, Geri shared her life story with the
students in an honest and engaging way, focusing
on the importance of compassion, challenges,
creativity, and common sense. Her talk emphasized
the beauty of difference, noting that if everyone
were the same, the world would be quite a
boring place. By sharing her personal story,
Geri encouraged Middle Schoolers to lead with
compassion, remain resilient, appreciate the
beauty in difference, and stand up for others.
To learn more about Geri, visit justcallmegeri.com.
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sarah leavitt delivers
mcmenamin lecture
Named for Nightingale’s fifth headmistress,
the Joan Stitt McMenamin Lecture honors
Mrs. McMenamin’s passion for history, specifically
American history. This year’s McMenamin Lecture,
held on December 10, 2018, featured Sarah
Leavitt, PhD, curator of the National Building
Museum in Washington, D.C. In her talk,
Dr. Leavitt discussed her most recent exhibition
at the museum, Evicted, which focused on the
current American eviction crisis and attempted to
answer big questions about the role of museums.
In rejecting the notion that museums can be
neutral, Dr. Leavitt instead asserted that museums
need to embrace a point of view and use their
platforms to say something pointed. In the case of
Evicted, for example, Dr. Leavitt utilized statistics
represented in a visually compelling way to
highlight the unjust and somewhat arbitrary nature
of eviction in the United States. In doing so, she
noted that the show acts as a call to action for
museum organizers and museum-goers alike.
At the post-lecture reception in the Joan Stitt
McMenamin Library, students had the opportunity
to continue the conversation with Dr. Leavitt in a
more informal setting.

lower school honors
international day of the girl
The Lower School celebrated the International Day
of the Girl on October 11, 2018. The festivities
began with an assembly led by Head of School
Paul A. Burke and Head of Lower School Rebecca
Urciuoli, who prompted the girls to think about
their place in the world. Mr. Burke explained to
his audience that Nightingale is part of a broader
network of girls’ schools that support each other
in educating and empowering girls, illustrating
his point with photos of Upper School students
participating in exchanges at Nightingale’s partner
schools in South Africa and Australia. Reminding
the Lower Schoolers of their important place in
a global community of girls, Mr. Burke further
prompted students to share what they think is
special about being a girl. The wide variety of
student responses included excitement about
one day becoming a working woman and feeling
lucky to be a girl because girls get to attend
Nightingale.
After the assembly, students were introduced
to the United Nations Foundation’s Girl Up
#girlhero campaign, which prompts girls to think
about the girls and women who inspire them,
and why. After hearing examples from faculty
members, students had the opportunity to identify
their own #girlhero and explain why that person
inspires them. Their varied answers ranged from
their moms and teachers to Michelle Obama and
even Miss Nightingale!
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upper school learns from
margo jefferson
On the first day of Women’s History Month
(March 1), and fresh on the heels of Black History
Month, Pulitzer Prize–winning critic Margo
Jefferson spoke to Upper School students at
assembly. She used the timing of her visit as
an opportunity to illustrate the intersectionality
of her identity as a black woman and spoke at
length about the history and culture connected
to labels, noting that the labels we assign to
people are indicative of our times. For that reason,
she explained, she named her memoir Negroland,
as the term “negro” was the preferred term for
black individuals when she was growing up in the
1960s. In tracing her own career path as a critic,
Ms. Jefferson urged students to imagine worlds
that have perhaps never imagined them—a skill
she emphasized as crucial to her professional
success. She closed her inspiring remarks by
noting that the power of her brain, imagination,
and empathy have been at the root of her
success, and charged students to foster those
same qualities in themselves.

artist ari melenciano
speaks to upper school
The Upper School Technology Board sponsored
a talk in November by digital artist Ari Melenciano
(also known by her artist name AriCiano).
Ms. Melenciano, who is currently a research
resident at NYU’s Interactive Telecommunications
Program, spoke of her wide-ranging inspirations,
but focused particularly on creating digital art
that serves as a representation of black and brown
individuals. Her impressive oeuvre includes work
that ranges from a digital/film hybrid camera to
augmented reality programs. In addition to her
artistic works, Ms. Melenciano is also the founder
of Afrotectopia, a technology and art conference
that she started in an effort to forge community
among black people working in technology,
arts, and specifically the intersection of the two.
Following her presentation, Ms. Melenciano
answered questions from Upper School students
who asked about black digital artists that influence
her work, some of the major obstacles she’s had to
face, and what her preferred programs for making
her art are. Ms. Melenciano’s talk was a wonderful
entry point for students to start thinking about
different ways in which they might be able to
combine their own seemingly disparate interests.
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varsity swimmers compete

sydney ireland ’19 attends

at nysais championships

state of the union

After an impressive third-place finish for the
varsity swim team at the AAIS Championships,
eight team members (Isabella Duggan ‘21,
Kathy Lachman ‘22, Delali Lyons ‘22, Mikayla
Kennedy ‘22, Lucy Mitnick ‘21, Grace Salgado ‘19,
Sarah Schuringa ‘20, and Talia Skaistis ‘21)
qualified "for the NYSAIS championships, which
were held on February 27. Overall, the team
earned fifth place, which Director of Athletics
Mandy Cecil noted “is really truly amazing
considering many other teams are larger in size.”
Several swimmers (Talia, Lucy, and Kathy) achieved
personal best times during the event, and Isabella
broke the school record in the 50-yard free with
a time of 25.25, which also qualified her for the
prestigious Zones meet. School records were also
broken by the 200-yard free relay team of Lucy,
Grace, Talia, and Isabella; and the 400-yard free
relay team of Lucy, Mikayla, Talia, and Isabella.
It was a terrific end to a great season!
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lower school celebrates
lunar new year
To kick off their celebration of Lunar New Year
in February, the Lower School was treated to a
performance by the Columbia University Lion
Dance group. Before the performance, Director
of Visual Education April Tonin explained that the
lion dance is performed during Lunar New Year to
scare away evil spirits and summon good luck and
good fortune. The students delighted in the lion’s
antics and had the opportunity to ask questions of
the performers at the end. They were especially
curious to learn how the lion’s eyes, ears, and
mouth move! The Lower School’s Lunar New Year
celebration continued throughout the week of
February 5 with presentations in classrooms,
lion-puppet making, and more.

Sydney Ireland ’19 attended the State of the
Union Address on February 5 as the guest of
New York Congresswoman Carolyn Maloney!
While there, she had the opportunity to meet
Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and was
interviewed by several press outlets, including
The Daily News and the PBS program To The
Contrary. In a press release issued to announce her
selection of Sydney as her guest, Representative
Maloney expressed her admiration for Sydney’s
tireless work in support of the admission of girls
into the Boy Scouts. Thanks in large part to
Sydney’s efforts, the Boy Scouts of America,
now called Scouts BSA, officially opened their
program to girls on February 1, 2019, and Sydney
is now fighting to have Scouts BSA count the rank
and merit badges that she and other girls earned
prior to that date in order to earn Eagle Scout
recognition, the highest rank in scouting. Back on
92nd Street, Sydney is organizing a Scouts BSA
troop at Nightingale for Middle and Upper School
students.

class vii participates in
the memory project
As part of their year-long study of world religions
in history class, Class VII students participated
in a two-part workshop in February run by
visiting artists from the Memory Project, which
seeks to promote social justice through art and
remembrance. In their first session, students
used black and white pastels to draw portraits
of Holocaust victims to connect with their stories
and continue their legacy. As a way of emphasizing
and reinforcing the idea that we are all part of
history, students spent the second session sketching
portraits of a person in their lives.
In April, Memory Project co-founders Roz Jacobs
and Laurie Weisman returned to Nightingale to
share more about their work at the 20th annual
Werner Feig Holocaust Memorial Lecture, where
they were the featured speakers.
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community event highlights

LS BINGO
NIGHT

PARENT GAME
NIGHT

The Nightingale community always enjoys coming
together, and this year provided a number of
opportunities for families to connect with one
another through fun and engaging activities,
including the Family Skating Party, Lower School
Bingo Night, Middle School Ping Pong Night,
CAFE Cultural Night, and the first-ever Parent
Game Night!

CAFE CULTURAL
NIGHT

MS PING PONG
NIGHT

FAMILY
SKATING PARTY
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CLASS NOTES

Class notes are published twice a year
in each issue of The Blue Doors. If you have any updates
you would like to share with your classmates, please
complete our online form at nightingale.org/sharenews.

BUILD THE FUTURE
SHAPE THE WORLD

40s

T H E N I G H T I N G A L E F U N D • 2 0 18 – 2 0 19

It all starts here.
By challenging the mind and nurturing the heart, Nightingale provides students with the
foundation they need to take on a world beyond the blue doors.

Pamela Holmes Bergen ’49
writes: “Life at my comfortable
retirement home moves along at
a nice pace. I keep busy with the
Chimes Choir, Chair Yoga, local
and national politics, and visiting
with nearby friends and family.
An enormous addition is being
constructed here for the baby
boomers who are filling up so
many retirement homes. I wonder
if the millennials (their children)
are going to need all this space.”

50s

The Nightingale Fund makes this possible.
Your support ensures that generations of Nightingale girls continue to benefit from the
extraordinary educational experiences that inspire a world of possibilities.

Make Your Impact Today!
Online

nightingale.org/donate

Mail

20 East 92nd Street | New York, NY 10128

Phone

212.933.6503

To make a gift of stock or a wire transfer, or if you have any questions about giving to Nightingale, please contact giving@nightingale.org.

SAVE THE DATE FOR CENTENNIAL HOMECOMING

The kickoff for our centennial celebrations!

We hope you will mark your calendars for Nightingale’s Centennial
Homecoming weekend at the schoolhouse on Friday, September 20 and
Saturday, September 21, 2019! This weekend is the kickoff for our centennial
celebrations and will be tied into traditional homecoming events.
Please be on the lookout for details in the upcoming weeks as well as
more plans for the entire 2019–2020 centennial calendar. If you have
any questions, please e-mail centennial@nightingale.org.

Rosemary Waley Sassoon ’48
was given a scholarship in 1941
to stay in New York with relatives.
In the fifth grade, she and
Nancy Mann Israel ’49 were
best friends, but lost touch when
Rosemary skipped sixth grade
and eventually returned home
to England. Over 75 years later,
Rosemary writes, they were
able to reconnect thanks to
The Blue Doors. In their message
exchanges, they found they still
had many similar interests, among
them the collecting of written
memorabilia. This inspired them
to collaborate on a chapter for
the new version of Rosemary’s
book, Keeping Chronicles,
Preserving History Through
Written Memorabilia. Rosemary
reports that Nancy “provided
some fascinating material, and I
even unearthed a picture of both
of us having lunch together in the
NBS dining room. Now we are
both trying to think of some other
way that we can work together.”

Mary Burt Holmes Blume ’54
lives in California at a retirement
community on the Western Hills
in Cupertino. She reports that
yoga and tennis keep her active,
and she also enjoys beautiful
hiking at home and abroad;
last year she walked the Camino
across Northern Spain. Mary Burt
writes, “I continue to be a docent
at the museums at Stanford and
install seven art exhibits a year
in our residence by local artists,
many of whom are residents.”

contest this summer and is
very happy to live close to
her Asheville grandchildren,
ages 8, 6, and almost 5 months,
but still wishes she saw more
of her three grandchildren
(12, 10, and 7) in Hoboken and
her 17-year-old granddaughter
who lives in Oregon.

Rhoda Knight Kalt ’54 reports
that she recently co-wrote the
book Tigers and Tea with Toppy,
which recounts spending time
as a young girl (her Nightingale
days!) with her grandfather,
Charles Knight, an American
wildlife and paleoartist best
known for his paintings of
dinosaurs and other prehistoric
animals. She is leaving New York
to move to Cleveland this spring.
Annabel Stearns Stehli ’57
writes that she has been enjoying
improvisational comedy for over
five years and has now added a
class in stand-up comedy, “which
suits me 100%.” She reports
that her daily exercise routine
was in some ways inspired by
her Nightingale experience:
“Still reading The New York Times
every day after having it given
as a homework assignment by
Mrs. Davis at NBS in 1955. I walk
a few miles to get it, continue
on to a coffee shop to read it,
and then walk home, giving me
my 4–9 miles a day. Lately I’ve
been stopping off on the way
back at the YMCA to work out
and do a yoga cool-down.”
Annabel adds that she hopes
to win the local jack-knife dive

Regina Schlank Pyle ’58 reports:
“I continue to enjoy living in
Boston’s South End, taking
advantage of nearby theaters,
art galleries, and fun restaurants.
[I] also serve on my condo board.
My two grandkids graduated
from college last spring and live
in South Boston, allowing for
frequent visits. I enjoy good
health, although back issues
continue due to mild spinal
stenosis. [I am] grateful that
injections relieve the annoying
discomfort. My dog and cat keep
me laughing with their antics.
Since I sold my home in France in
2016, I can travel as I wish [and]
enjoy swapping visits with friends
who live in Phoenix and Marco
Island—winter for me, summer
for them.” Regina adds that
additional travel in the past year
took her to Mercer Island for the
bat mitzvah of a dear friend’s
granddaughter; Washington, D.C.
(highlighted by going to the
Korean War Memorial and
the Newseum); and finally to
Manhattan Beach for Thanksgiving
with her niece and family.
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60s 70s
Susan Torrey Coppock ’63
reports: “Sometimes it takes
a long time to listen to good
advice! During my senior year
at Nightingale in 1963, I was
encouraged by a guest speaker
(and judge of the Festival of the
Written Word writing contest at
Nightingale) to continue writing
poetry. I ignored that advice until
recently when I began writing it
again and sending out finished
poems in hopes they might be
published. I am pleased to say
that three of my poems have
recently been published. One in
Lily Poetry Review, one in Main
Street Rag, and one online in
the current issue of Juxtaprose.
Nightingale set me on this path
as it sets so many girls on theirs.”
Wendy Sizer ’66 writes:
“It’s been a long time since I’ve
updated my news here. I left my
freelance writing career in 2003
to become a psychotherapist.
I received my MSW in 2006
and am now in private practice
specializing in addiction and
trauma. It’s incredibly fulfilling
and rewarding work, and I am
loath to retire completely. Right
now I’m part-time and don’t
anticipate giving it up any time
soon. I love what I do. Living
in Arizona’s Sonoran Desert is
amazing. The entire state is
wondrous, and I have become
thoroughly westernized. I’m one
happy camper!”
Dove Bradshaw ’67 reports
that she traveled to Europe with
William Anastasi twice last year
to exhibit their art in Paris, Rouen,
Vienna, and Cologne. Dove’s
next exhibition will be at the
Marlborough Gallery in London.
Dove adds that she continues to
run an Instagram account for her
centenarian mother, Kit Bradshaw,
to display her “Collage Cards.”
You can follow Dove on Instagram
at @doverlybradshaw.
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she received at Nightingale,
which she says “helped to ground
a deep level of empowerment,
resilience, and flexibility” in her
youth, setting the stage for a
very diverse career path.

Carol Gram Deane ’70 is still
living in Boston. “Doing lots of
volunteer work and hoping to
do more travel,” she writes.
Suzy Edelstein ’74 reports
that she has recently changed
positions within the New York
City Administration for Children’s
Services and is now serving as
Special Assistant to the Chief
Operating Officer for the Division
of Financial Services.

Jessica Saleh Hunt ’79 reports
that she is thrilled with her job
as a residential real estate agent
in New York City. After five years
at Douglas Elliman, she recently
moved over to Compass, which
she describes as “a cutting-edge
real estate firm with a very
collaborative and supportive
atmosphere that makes the best
of their marketing and technology
for its agents and their clients.”
Jessica writes that she is married
to her high school sweetheart,
Ethan, and the two of them

80s
Amanda Schafer Brainerd ’85
writes, “I am happy to report
that real estate continues to be
my main career, but my debut
novel, The Expulsion of Eve,
will be published by Viking in
the summer of 2020.”

Lisa Grunwald ’77 writes:
“In June, Random House publishes
my novel #6, called Time After
Time. This one’s a love story
set in the 30s and 40s and
largely in Grand Central. Hope
my fellow (why isn’t there a
female equivalent of ‘fellow’?)
alumnae will take a look!”
Kathleen Kellenbeck ’79
writes that she “has been busy
expanding her horizons and
stretching her brain” over the
past three years. Most recently
she has partnered with her
husband in their real estate
endeavors in Southern Oregon.
She is also certified as a
Functional Nutrition Therapy
Practitioner, specializing in brain
nutrition and neuro-feedback
through music. Kathleen reports
that her family continues to
expand, “now with five beautiful
grandchildren ranging in age
from 7 months to 13 years!”
She also expressed great
appreciation for the foundation

90s

celebrated their 32nd anniversary
last September. They live on the
Upper West Side in Manhattan
and enjoy free time in East
Hampton, New York. She adds,
“Our daughter Lyla lives in Troy, NY,
and after getting her master’s in
public health she is working for
the Department of Health. I am
looking forward to seeing my
classmates next month for an
impromptu get-together!”

Christina Murphy Addison ’85 sent in these fun “Then and Now”
photos of several members of the Class of 1985 (plus a special guest
from the Class of 1983). Top, from L–R: Heather Crosby Mnuchin,
Christina Murphy Addison, Kate Lipsitz, Hannah McCaughey, Lara Rubin,
Courtney Kealy. Bottom, from L–R: Kate, Heather, Christina, Odette
Duggan ’83, Courtney, Lara.

Tanya Hernández ’86 reports that
she recently published Multiracials
and Civil Rights: Mixed-Race
Stories of Discrimination (NYU
Press, 2018). Her first book, Racial
Subordination in Latin America,
was published by Cambridge
University Press in 2013.

Francesca Harper ’87 will be
very busy this spring and summer
with performances, dance
commissions, and teaching.
One of her commissions is for the
Rubin Museum on 17th Street,
which she notes is one block from
where she grew up in Chelsea.
She writes: “I will be presenting a
brand-new immersive work with
artists from the Francesca Harper
Project, inspired by my larger
creation entitled ‘Unapologetic
Body,‘ for which I received a
fellowship from Urban Bush
Women’s Choreographic Initiative
to develop. The work is about
re-claiming love inside of an
‘Unapologetic Body‘ in a time
when our bodies are challenged
and traumatized by our corruption
and our current social and
political climate. I am excited to
create a work that will inspire
people to unite, empower, and
recognize opportunities to act
collectively through human
connection. I am excited to
collaborate with Grammynominated composer/songwriter
Nona Hendryx on [this project].”

Lauren Hirshfield Belden ’93
shared the exciting news that
nearly five years after she and her
husband, Nate, launched Belden
Barns, a wine label and farmstead
in Sonoma County, they have
officially been approved for a
public tasting room and on-site
creamery! While many of Lauren’s
classmates are already members
of the Belden Barns wine club,
Lauren hopes that anyone
traveling to the Bay Area will try
to include a visit to the vineyard
as part of their trip (please e-mail
lauren@beldenbarns.com to make
an appointment prior to visiting).
Lauren notes that “the winery is
very kid-friendly, and [our] kids
(Olivia, 6 and Milo, 5) love to
bring new friends along with
them on weekly scavenger hunts
and tree-climbing missions
around the vineyard.”

Jessica Pantzer James ’96
reports: “I married the love of
my life, Scott James, in New York
City on October 27, 2018! My
sister Karen Pantzer Gelder ’93,
niece Mia Gelder ’27, and
Nightingale classmates Maja
Byrnes Clark ’96, Margot Duffy
Laksin ’96, Afua Adusei ’96, and
Gloria Katimbang Wise ’96 were
in our wedding party, and Tiffany
Hoffman Taxel ’96, Stephanie
Fabricius Weidenbecher ’96,
Debbie Rabbino Bhatt ’96,
Claire Ross ’93, Katie Rahm
Nicholson ’96, Kate Nahon
Gordon ’96, Susannah Canfield
Hurd ’96, Elizabeth Farren ’97,
Scarlett Robertson ’96, and
Ellen Warfield ’95 were in
attendance. Nightingale
represent!”

Emily Driscoll ’98 reports:
“I continue to create science
videos and am directing Quanta
Magazine’s math and physics
series ‘In Theory,‘ Season II.
I’m also gearing up for my next
badminton tournament, a sport
I began playing at Nightingale!”

00s

Jenny Kosovsky Flandina ’94
writes: “In September I joined
Equity International to oversee
marketing and investor relations.
I’m still in Chicago and, besides
the winters, loving it! Charlotte
(4th grade) and Eloise (2nd grade)
are at Latin [School of Chicago]
here and doing well.”
Alexis Fields Mapel ’97 writes:
“Brian and I welcomed our
incredible daughter, Caroline
Alexis Mapel, into the world
on November 16, 2018.”

Mandolyna Theodoracopulos ’94
reports that she is living in
Upper Austria and had a baby
boy in November named
Antonius Saint Julien.

Joanna Mason Anderson ’03
writes: “We welcomed baby
Cecilia ‘CeCe‘ Hope Anderson
on January 2, 2019. Another
California girl! Big sisters Pippa
and Georgia adore their new
sibling. Life is busy with three
children five and under, but very
good.”
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faculty
and staff
notes

Anne-Charlotte Houze ’03 is
living in Los Angeles and writes
that she and her husband, Andy,
were married in Newport, RI,
in 2018. Anne-Charlotte’s sister,
Clotilde Houze ’99, and Pia
Bunton ’99 were in attendance.
She writes: “Andy and I are
enjoying the west coast, where
I continue to work as an interior
designer. Sending good wishes
to all!”
Beatrice Galassi DeGrand ’04
reports that she was married in
September 2018 in Shelburne,
VT (photo above, left). Isabel
Galassi Slokar ‘00 and Jennifer
Seley ‘04 were among the
wedding party and Bernadette
Kenneally ’04, Margaret
Niemiec ’04, Darlene Rodriguez
’04, and Samantha Kleinman
Stuckert ’04 were in attendance.
Beatrice and her husband, Steven,
have recently relocated from
San Diego to Fairfield, CT, to be
closer to family. She says that she
is thoroughly enjoying being back
in the Northeast and recently
started a new job in philanthropy.

Samantha Kleinman Stuckert ’04
writes: “On December 6, 2018,
my husband Ryan and I welcomed
our first child, Riley Angela
Stuckert, into the world. Riley is
happy, healthy, and growing and
changing every day. We couldn’t
love her more!”
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Eva Hudgins Kerby ’06 reports:
“I am so excited to finally complete
my dermatology residency this
July! I will be staying in New York
City and have accepted a job at
Cornell right here on the Upper
East Side.”
Jesse Brown ’07 married Zack
Johnk at the Brooklyn Winery
in March (photo above, right).
Many Nightingale classmates
celebrated with her, including
Kate Berry ’07, Betsy Carroll ’07,
Cleo Long ’07, Kristen Kenney
’07, Nicole Schloss ’07, Lisa
Chanos ’07, Laura Salibello ’07,
Zara Beard ’07, Kim Yarde ’07,
Shanna Keown ’06, and
Maddy Evans ’07.

Lily Zhang ’08 shared that
she joined classmates Devon
Welsh ’08 and Clare Gilbert ’08
to celebrate her own and Clare’s
birthdays on the Upper East Side.
Lily will be starting a doctor of
physical therapy program in June
at New York Medical College and
reports that she is one of only
three students in the College to
have received a Dean’s Scholarship.

10s

Lucy Scott ’12 reports: “I recently
started a new role at the African
Leadership University, where I
am working to design and build
an entrepreneurship program
for students on our campus in
Mauritius. ALU aims to transform
Africa by identifying, developing,
and connecting three million
game-changing, entrepreneurial
leaders for Africa by 2035.”

Annie Jacobson ’15 writes
that she will pursue a PhD in
Quantitative and Computational
Biology from Princeton University
after graduating from college
this May.

Taylor Fisch ’11 writes: “I have
recently moved to Pittsburgh, PA,
to work as a curatorial assistant
in the photography department
at the Carnegie Museum of Art.
Let me know if you find yourself
in the Pittsburgh area!”

Romy Solomon ’07 reports that
after completing her Peace Corps
service in Moldova and her
Fulbright Scholarship in Romania,
she has been working around the
globe as a youth leadership coach,
experiential-learning trainer, and
project manager. Two years ago,
Westfair Communications
recognized Romy as a millennial
under 30 who is changing the
world, awarding her a Milli Award
for her work empowering youth
to be community changemakers
and preventing human trafficking.
Romy writes that she is engaged
and will be relocating this spring
to Germany, although she will
continue to work with students in
the United States, Europe, Asia,
and Africa.

Beatriz Stix-Brunell ’11 is a first
soloist with the Royal Ballet in
London. She writes: “Had a piece
of my heart watching out front as
I performed the Sugarplum Fairy
[on January 1] and it made the
first day of my 2019 an absolute
dream. Tori Van Amson ’11 and
Beatriz, then and now!”

Olivia Barnhill ’15 reports:
“I was lucky enough to finish off
my college career on the Williams
women’s soccer team with a
third National Championship
in four years. We finished our
conference playoffs on a 1–0 loss
to Middlebury that stunned the
team. However, the loss fueled us
through the NCAA tournament,
during which we met our
Middlebury rivals again in the
national final. Thankfully we
were able to get revenge and
won the National Championship
in penalties. It was a challenging
year full of injuries and setbacks,
but my teammates and I never
lost sight of our ultimate goal
and were able to make lasting
memories along the way.”

Nicole Ysabel Ubinas ’14 writes:
“I graduated from Brown University
in May 2018, and I am currently
in Santo Domingo, Dominican
Republic, as a Fulbright U.S.
Student Fellow, where I have
been teaching English to
university students and working
with Afro-Dominican women
scholars and activists to advance
race and gender justice on the
island. I have also been accepted
into top Africana Studies PhD
programs to study transnational
and decolonial feminisms,
diaspora migration, and black
women’s social movements in
Latin America and the Caribbean.”

Lower school music teacher
Mary Beth Alexander has been
invited to the University of
Memphis this summer as an
Adjunct Instructor in Music
Education. She will teach
in-service music teachers how
to implement the play-based
approach to music and movement
education known as Orff-Schulwerk.
Memphis is one of the largest and
longest-running Orff-Schulwerk
courses in the country, and Mary
Beth is honored to be joining
their distinguished faculty in
the aim of promoting joyful,
student-centered music education
for children far beyond the
blue doors.
Former school psychologist Sally
Clement writes: “I ‘retired’ from
my position as a psychological
consultant at Nightingale two and
a half years ago, but I continue to
work full time with children and
adults in my private practice on
87th Street. My husband, Steve,
is retired from his position as
Browning’s headmaster, but is
as busy as I am. We are now
lucky to be the grandparents of
three grandchildren: two-year-old
David and his baby sister, Alice,
live in New York, and one-year-old
Abigail lives a short Amtrak ride
away in Philadelphia. I miss you all,
but love running into Nightingale
friends in the neighborhood, and
life is very full.”

During spring break, English
faculty member John Loughery
gave a lecture at the American
Irish Historical Society on Fifth
Avenue to the Friends of the
Upper East Side Historical
Association. His topic was
“Catholicism Shapes Manhattan,
1830–1860,” based on his book
Dagger John: Archbishop
John Hughes and the Making
of Irish America.
Former classics faculty member
and head of Upper School David
Murphy writes: “Two articles
are in print this spring. In one,
I argue that St. Paul’s Epistle to
the Romans 1:26 is not directed
against ‘lesbians‘ (to use modern
parlance), but against women
who had non-procreative sex with
males: ‘More Evidence on “Their
Females” in Rome 1:26‘ in the
Journal of Biblical Literature 138
(2019) 219–38. The second article
traces the way the memory of
Socrates was treated by oratorical
writers of the next generation:
‘Socrates in Early 4th-Century
Rhetoric: Polycrates, Lysias,
Isocrates and Pseudo-Andocides,‘
in C. Moore, ed., Brill’s Companion
to the Reception of Socrates
(Leiden/New York, 2019) 75–97.
An even greater joy than scholarly
work is continuing friendship with
former students and colleagues!”

in
memoriam

Ann Stickney Lindsay ’36 passed
away on January 16, 2019, at the
age of 100.
Molly Kochan Ouanes ’91 died
peacefully on March 8, 2019,
from metastasized breast cancer.
She was 45 years old.
Madeline Parrasch ’14 died on
December 13, 2018, from injuries
sustained in a car accident. She
was 23 years old and a senior
at the Rhode Island School of
Design, majoring in painting.
Alexandra Van Schaick Ward ’60
passed away on November 21,
2018. She was 76 years old.

Shelley Seccombe, who taught
photography at Nightingale
from 1978–2000, has been
documenting the Hudson River
waterfront for 45 years. Her work
can be seen in the exhibit “New
York at its Core” at the Museum
of the City of New York and in
“Art After Stonewall,” a two-part
exhibition that opened in April at
New York University’s Grey Gallery
and the Leslie-Lohman Museum
of Gay and Lesbian Art in Soho.
This traveling exhibit will go to the
Patricia & Phillip Frost Art Museum
in Miami, Florida, and to the
Columbus Museum of Art in Ohio
in 2020.
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Voices
Here we feature the
voice of someone
in the Nightingale
community. If you
would like to
share some of
your thoughts or
experiences with
others in the
community, please
contact us at
bluedoors@
nightingale.org.
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By Kiersten Miller ’91 and Elizabeth Farren ’97
Kiersten Miller and Elizabeth Farren first met at a
cafe in a piazza near the Pantheon, where they sat
beneath white umbrellas around tables made from
upended wine barrels. Laura Davis Stahl ’94 had
organized a gathering of Nightingale alumnae in
Rome, and after that initial introduction, the two
got to know each other and became great friends.
Years later, on November 8, 2016, they dressed
in white pantsuits, expecting to cheer the first
female president of the United States. While
Kiersten couldn’t get off her couch in the days
that followed, Elizabeth channeled her anger
and disappointment into something actionable.
She contacted the leader of Democrats Abroad
Italy, and—with the support and leadership of
dozens of other tireless Americans and Italians—
spearheaded and organized Women’s March Rome.
No one had any idea what that first Women’s
March would turn out to be, but Elizabeth was
determined to make it happen, fighting through
the never-ending labyrinth of Italian bureaucracy,
paying for permits out of her own pocket, getting
creative when the permit for a sound system and
a stage were denied, and taking on whatever
role needed to be filled (press representative,
fundraiser, speechwriter, etc.).
On a crisp January morning in 2017, Elizabeth
and Kiersten arrived at the Pantheon and watched
as the piazza filled with over a thousand women
and men of all ages and nationalities, who had
arrived from all over Italy. Holding her daughter’s
hand, Kiersten’s heart swelled as she watched
Elizabeth take up the megaphone and preside
over the crowd. The piazza was filled with music,
chanting, tears, laughter, and anger, and it was
clear that everyone there felt that they were a part

of something so much bigger than themselves.
It was a magic moment.
Since that first Women’s March, Elizabeth
and Kiersten have both expanded upon their
efforts to support women. Elizabeth now serves
as the Rome ambassador for Women’s March
Global, which has 101 chapters on six different
continents, and Kiersten has founded Bellies
Abroad, a non-profit organization that uses a
grassroots approach to educate and empower
women to use their voices in the most profound
transition of their lives—childbirth. By pairing
pregnant women with health-care providers who
follow the World Health Organization guidelines
and providing these women with a supportive
community, the organization has begun to bring
about change and awareness in a place where
one in five women reports obstetric violence (the
mistreatment or disrespect of a woman’s rights
by medical personnel during labor or childbirth,
including being forced into procedures against
her will). Through Kiersten’s perseverance as both
an innovator and an activist, she has empowered
thousands of women at one of the most
vulnerable moments of their lives. In particular,
she is leading the charge to assist pregnant
women who are away from their home countries
and support networks and therefore often
the most vulnerable to being manipulated
into unwanted and unnecessary procedures.
Most recently, she has begun working with
a local refugee center to bring education,
community support, and ethical providers to
the asylum-seeking community in Rome.
In the 2019 Rome Women’s March event,
which was featured in The New York Times
and La Repubblica, the focus was on violence
against women in all its forms. Women’s March
Rome gathered support from dozens of the most
important activist groups in Italy as well as the
support of journalists and NGOs at the forefront
of the Italian feminist movement. This year’s
Women’s March Rome had the special honor of
including Bellies Abroad, and Kiersten spoke
passionately before the crowd about the dangers
of obstetric violence and her organization’s role
in fighting it in Italy.
Over the last few years, Kiersten and Elizabeth
have realized that although they have many things
in common, including a love for the beauty and
history of Rome, it has been their common effort
to help women succeed and empower themselves
that has been the most rewarding of all.
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