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Foodies Among Us
St. Margaret’s alumnae are finding successful careers in the food industry. Some have brick and mortar establishments,
while others are building brands in the blog space and online. See what's cooking below.
Amy Bechtold Bratzler ’94 accomplished a longheld dream by opening an eatery, South Blend
Café, in historic downtown South Bend, Indiana.
An experienced restaurant manager, Amy designed
an extensive menu and atmosphere based on her
obsession with “quality and comfort.”

Jessica Randhawa ’05 is an on-call chef, food
writer, and a photographer in Sacramento,
California. Her website, The Forked Spoon, shares
fresh, family-friendly recipes that have been
featured on HuffPost, in Parade, Cosmopolitan,
Country Living and in other prominent media.

Visit the website southblendcafe.com.

Check out her website at theforkedspoon.com
and follow her on Facebook.

After studying at The Culinary Institute of America,
working in catering, and as a private chef, Rachelle
Slotnick Duenas ’02 founded Northwest Fresh
Chantilly (NWFC) in Chantilly, Virginia, a wholesale
business focused on making healthy foods. Since
she started the business nearly ten years ago, she
has served as its Executive Chef and now their
Chief Executive Officer.
Rachelle says the “Five Ps” she learned here are
still critical to her growth in business. “No matter
what you do, the fundamentals of planning are
still at play,” Duenas says, adding that she uses the
organizational skills she learned at St. Margaret’s,
“big time!”

Jessica Anh Dao ’15 is a social media influencer
and food blogger. Her Instagram, imdatingfood,
has over 42,000 followers, and over 500 people
follow her on Facebook. She loves to post about
Asian food and showcases unique street food from
her hometown, Saigon, Vietnam. Currently a senior
pursuing a bachelor's in Computer Science and
master's in Business Management at Worcester
Polytechnic Institute in Worcester, Massachusetts,
Jessica started posting food photos about four years
ago. Today, in addition to managing her academic
load in a very competitive program, she is working
to build her online presence, securing restaurant
partnerships, and building her following. She is
also launching an apparel line featuring food puns.
Jessica’s sister, Uyen, is currently a senior at SMS.

Connecting food with history, Erika Gibson ’07
was determined to make Thomas Jefferson the
focus of her thesis in completing the Master of Arts
Program in War and Society at Chapman University.
While most historians wrote about Jefferson’s
passion for food and wine as his hobby, Gibson,
who is a Jefferson Scholar, discovered that food
played a political role in his presidency, and French
cuisine was a major influencer in Jefferson’s
shaping of our nation and its diplomacy. Her article
“Frenchified: French Food and Salon Culture in
Jefferson’s White House” was recently published
in the interdisciplinary journal Food Studies, and
she presented the article at the Seventh Annual
International Food Studies Conference in Rome,
Italy. “Too bad it wasn’t Paris,” Gibson says, but she
is excited to be presenting the article again in July
at the Society for Historians of the Early American
Republic conference. Gibson is also known for her
expertise on the influence of French cuisine on the
Kennedy and Johnson administrations.

(L to R) An AP U.S. History class, including Jaleh Javadpour
'18, Elizabeth Curry '18, Catherine Payne '18, Mackenzie
Burckbuchler '18, Amarlia Bellot '17, Kendall Lloyd '17, Saetbyull
Park '17, Lauren Harter '17, ViAnn Farmer, Lily Blackshaw '18, and
Laura Pace '18, visits Erika Gibson '07 while she was a Jefferson
Scholar at Monticello.

Follow Anh at
imdatingfood.com,
Instagram, and
Facebook.

“They teach you how to cook for a business in
culinary school,” she added. “They don’t teach you
to run a business.”

A t-shirt design from
Jessica Anh Dao’s
new line of food
pun apparel.

At this point in her career, Rachelle is learning
“how impactful you can be as a boss on other
people’s lives.” She is discovering “the power
of a positive work environment,” the value of
teamwork, and the “importance elevating people.”

Saturday at the Garden

If you’re a foodie with a business
you would like SMS Alumnae to
follow, please let us know.
Email alum@sms.org

Our annual Alumnae Association Meeting at Lewis Ginter Botanical Garden in Richmond
provided an opportunity for alumnae to hear about the state of the school, give input on ways
to engage productively with our alumnae community, and visit with dear friends.

(L to R) Rebecca Whitby '85 and Susan Taylor '85

(L to R) Missy Fauteux '63 and Anne Neuman '59

(L to R) Alexina Fagan '50, Jodie Lewis '66,
and Dougie Erikson '59

(L to R) Emily Peltz '68, Courtenay Altaffer '66 P'92 '96,
and Sally Brydon Booth '68

(L to R) Sisters, Catherine Owen '70 and Jean Roy Jones '81

(L to R) Head of School, Cathy Sgroi P'00 and Elizabeth Rabb '99
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From Our Alumnae Association President
(L to R) Alumnae President Mary Anne Townsend Hopkins '69 P'97 '03 with classmates Kate Muller, Mary Michaux, and Margaret Delk Moore

On behalf of the St. Margaret’s Alumnae Association, we hope you enjoy our
2019 edition of The Bridge with news from classmates and friends, highlights
of SMS alumnae achievements, and an update from the school.
With my 50th class reunion in May, I am deeply reflective of my years at
St. Margaret’s. My two daughters are also SMS graduates, and I have been
fortunate to stay connected to SMS and witness the school’s transformation
over the last half-century. Each return trip to campus is a reminder of the
vibrancy and relevancy of the St. Margaret’s experience.
It is not easy for many SMS alumnae to visit campus, so we are working
to help you stay connected to what’s happening at the school. I hope you
are receiving my monthly e-newsletter. If not, it likely means we don’t have
your correct email address. If that is the case, I encourage you to reach out
to the Alumnae Office and make sure your information is accurate. Please
also follow SMS on social media, share posts from the school, and return to
campus when you can.

Interesting and exciting things are happening at this point in the life of St.
Margaret’s. With our centennial approaching in 2021, SMS has a rich history
to share and an important legacy to continue. Our diverse alumnae around
the world are doing great things, and they are a strong network of support
for one another, especially for our recent graduates and current students.
This year we invited all alumnae to come home to campus for Alumnae
Weekend in May to connect with friends and see what school means to the
girls here today. Many of our best students come to SMS through alumnae
referrals and are daughters, granddaughters, nieces, or other family members
of our classmates. As they grow in age and grace, they are capable of making
the world a better place and becoming our leaders of tomorrow.

ALUMNAE ASSOCIATION EXECUTIVE BOARD 2017-2019
•

Mary Anne Townsend Hopkins ‘69 P‘97 '03, President

•

Patricia Anne Webb ‘03, Social Media Chair

•

Mary Emery Leipertz ‘00, Vice President

•

Elizabeth Latané McCarthy ‘13, Young Alumnae Co-Chair

•

Ann Bowdre Fortson ‘08, Secretary

•

Peyton Glenn Scott ‘14, Young Alumnae Co-Chair

•

Carter Holloway Fitch ‘02, Treasurer

•

Beth Crowther Angle ‘97, Past President

•

Bette Jones Albert ‘68, Golden Thistle Chair

Refer a Legacy Scholarship Student
St. Margaret’s is a sisterhood with deep ties to our
alumnae family, and referrals are often some of
our most successful students and school leaders.
Our Legacy Scholarship honors and shares the
St. Margaret’s experience by providing grant
opportunities to daughters, granddaughters, and
nieces of alumnae.
Legacy Scholarship applicants who demonstrate
commitment to growth in every area of their
lives have the chance to earn up to a 25 percent
renewable discount on tuition.
Applicants cannot qualify for more than one merit
scholarship per year; however, they may apply for
need-based financial aid.

The Legacy Scholarship will renew annually, as
long as the recipient remains in good academic
and social standing with the school.
To be eligible for the scholarship, a student must:
• Apply as a new day or boarding student
• Have a mother, legal guardian, stepmother,
grandmother, or aunt who attended St.
Margaret’s
• Complete all application requirements by
February 10 and submit, in writing, an interest
in pursuing the Legacy Scholarship, which
includes the name of the alumna, class year,
and relation to the applicant
(L to R) Martha Francis Fortson ’65 with niece
Ann Bowdre Fortson ’08
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The Story of the St. Margaret’s Seal
Each year, about six weeks before graduation, Shannon Spears, Head of the English
Department, gives a Chapel Talk on the meaning of our school seal. Alumnae frequently
ask us to share the story. Reprinted with permission, here is Miss Spears’ talk.
In the New Testament, Paul used symbols in
referring to putting on the whole armor of God.
He spoke of the belt of truth, the breastplate of
righteousness, and most important, the shield of
faith. St. Margaret’s has its own shield of faith that
can be seen in four places: our school ring given
by seniors to juniors at the Lantern Ceremony, the
school charm given to seniors by the alumnae at a
special chapel in May, the cover of our yearbook,
presented at Junior Senior Banquet, and the
school banner.

St. Margaret’s girls; when you graduate and go out
into the world, you will probably be recognized as St.
Margaret’s alumnae, primarily, or in some cases only
by your rings or the St. Margaret’s charms you wear.
If you’ve ever looked closely at an SMS ring, you
have noticed a four-part design on it. Of course,
you can look at the St. Margaret’s banner behind
me and see these same symbols. At the top is a
thistle, which is the native flower of Scotland and
which is on the ring to remind us of the origin of
our name from Queen Margaret of Scotland. As
an English teacher, I also have a secret hope that
some of you, when you look at the thistle and
think of Scotland, will also remember the play
Macbeth. It would be a tragedy if you forgot it.

In Shakespeare’s play The Merchant of Venice is
a memorable passage about the responsibility of
wearing a ring given to you in trust. Bassanio, the
husband of Portia, finds himself in the position of
having to explain to his wife why he gave away
the wedding ring she had given him, gave away
literally in order to save his life. He explains:

I would like to tell you a little bit about this shield
of faith and the symbols it contains. St. Paul in his
letter to the Ephesians was talking about faith in
God. Our shield of faith represents not only our
faith as a church school, but our faith in you as
seniors who will wear this ring or this charm, who
will cherish the pages of your yearbook, and who
in a little over 50 days will walk behind this banner
as you process to the graduation platform.
In almost any school, one of the most meaningful
traditions involves the receiving and the wearing of
the class ring. In his book The Lords of Discipline,
novelist Pat Conroy relives the ceremony at the
Citadel where he received his class ring in a
special traditional way. He speaks movingly of
his conflicting feelings about the school in the
following excerpt; I’ve only changed a few of his
words for the purpose of clarity.
“… in this gathering of my classmates, this moment
of receiving my class ring, I was moved deeply and
profoundly before the ceremony had even begun,
before I had actually put on the ring. I was seized
by the ineffable power of membership, of finally
belonging to something. So long had I secretly
thought of the day when I would wear the ring
that not even my cynicism, not even my loneliness
among the other students, not even the profound
differences that I insisted separated me from all
the rest of them, could diminish my joy at wearing
the ring.”
Where did the idea of a school’s class rings come
from? The ring itself is a very old tradition. In
ancient days of emperors and kings, the ring of
an emperor or king was the seal of his word and a
symbol of his authority.
When a king sent one of his subjects on a mission
or journey of importance, he often gave him his
ring as a sort of passport to other lands. Wherever
the person wearing this ring traveled, he was given
special consideration and often protection because
he wore this ring. When people saw the ring, they
respected what it stood for. Sometimes the ring
was given as a promise of the king’s word. Even
though the king himself was not present, his ring,
representing that he would keep his word, was all
that was necessary.
In carrying out this tradition of representation,
various schools in this country, and in other
countries over the years, have designed what have
come to be known as class rings. Each ring is
unique to the school it represents, and seniors are
unique in that they are the students of that school
chosen to wear the ring. As the ring represents the
school, so do the seniors, as they graduate and
become alumnae. Here you are all recognizable as

Finally, in the center of the St. Margaret’s ring is the
cross of Christ; it’s a cross like the one here in the
chapel—a Celtic cross with the circle, like the circle
of your ring, representing the completeness of
God’s unending love for us.

If you did know to whom I gave the ring,
If you did know for whom I gave the ring,
And would conceive for what I gave the ring,
And how unwillingly I left the ring,
When nought would be accepted but the ring,
You would abate the strength of your displeasure.
His wife Portia responds:
If you had known the virtue of the ring,
In the lower left-hand corner of the ring is a Bible,
and on the right-hand side is a chalice representing
the communion chalice. These two symbols
on the ring stand for our purpose as a church
school. The Bible represents the teaching of God’s
word, and the chalice, our worship together as a
community and our communion with one another.

Or half her worthiness that gave the ring,
Or your own honor to contain the ring,
You would not then have parted with the ring.

In the years to come I hope you will not give away
or lose your St. Margaret’s school rings or your
charms the alumnae give you. As you continue to
On either side of a St. Margaret’s ring are the
grow older in age and in grace, we hope you will
numerals of the class who wears it. These
represent us well wherever you may go and find
numbers, like the poet Keats’ figures on the
support in your faith and in the faith we have in
Grecian Urn, will never change. Those of you
seniors today who have your year on your ring can you.
know that, of the many changes that will occur
I’d like to close with some lines inspired by the
in your life from now on, one thing will never
poet Tennyson’s Idylls of the King, his poems
change—you will always be a member of your
graduating class, and you will always have the year about King Arthur and his knights of the Round
you graduated on your ring to remind you of that. Table. According to legend, when Sir Ulfius
became the last knight to be knighted by King
Arthur, the king gave him his ring and spoke these
words:
“Knight and Ambassador I name thee
And at thy knighting, give to thee this ring;
Go wherever Arthur’s Court may need a
spokesman, (and)
Always remember that you represent a King.”

No matter how old and gray-headed you become,
the year on your ring will not change. When you
come back for Alumnae Day in the year 2044
for your 25th reunion, you will still have that year
on your ring. It might be a little faded, but it will
still be there. I think these numbers represent the
changelessness of what is good at St. Margaret’s—
the memories of your best times here, the
friendships you made, and whatever it was you
found to love here.

To our seniors soon to leave us, we send you
on your way rejoicing. Mr. Krusz has reminded
you many times that you are all princesses. So
“Go wherever St. Margaret’s School may need a
spokeswoman, and always remember that you
represent a Queen.”
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Class Notes
1942
Margaret ‘Mardee’ Witten at almost 95 still lives in the
home where she and her husband, Chuck, raised their
five children. She is kept company daily by her dog,
Goldie, after her husband of nearly 68 years passed away
in 2015. She enjoys walking with Goldie and spending
time outdoors in her garden. She also enjoys going to the
mountains of North Carolina and spent a girls’ weekend
over Labor Day with her three daughters, Jane, Margaret,
and Anne Bauknight ’80, as well as her three Bauknight
granddaughters, Margaret, Augusta, and Annie.

Mardee Witten ’42 (center) with her family

1944
It is with great sadness that we share that Mary Barker
Warren passed away on November 16, 2017. Although
she did not graduate, she attended in 1942 and 1943, and
she loved St. Margaret’s.

1956
Margaret Davie celebrated her 61st Reunion at SMS
in June of 2017 while reconnecting with two former
classmates, Ginny Wickham Hayes and Alice Temple
Charnock Seward. It was a remarkable time revisiting
memories long forgotten and a time to create new
memories. Little did she expect in June 2018 there
would be another memorable event—an opportunity to
visit Venice, Italy, on a business trip. She also celebrated
her 80th birthday with her two sons, daughter, and four
granddaughters on November 1, All Saint’s Day.

1957		
Gwynn Litchfield enjoyed a wonderful new experience
last June on the Viking ocean cruise to Norway. The trip
also stopped in ports of the Shetland Islands, Orkney
Island, Edinburgh, and London. She also attended the
Wintergreen Performing Arts music festival in July. She
is pleased to share that they have three grandchildren in
college and one in medical school at MCV.

Ann Shannon Bowers taught for 34 years and, after
retiring, helped her husband in the kennel he ran. He
died in 2012, and she retired again and is waiting for her
daughter to retire so they can leave California and play.
Alaska is on their agenda, then Hawaii.
Judi King is still working part-time at the University of
Maryland and traveling whenever she can. In September
2018, she kayaked in Greenland and Iceland, and in
February 2019, she had another kayaking adventure in the
Caribbean. She’s enjoying her hobby of painting icons and
struggling right now with one of John the Baptist.
Bente Poulsson Torp writes from Oslo, Norway, saying
she had the great chance to spend her junior year at SMS
in 1956-57 and shares it was a fantastic year. She learned
a lot and has wonderful memories. She was a day student
who stayed with the Gilchrist family. Grandmother Jingle,
Frances, and Gillie are no longer among us, but she
stays in contact with her “brothers” Chuck and Joe and
their families. She and husband, Niels, are well. Their
children with their families are living in Oslo also, three of
them in rowing distance. Niels keeps on working. They
recently visited China for the inauguration of a building
he designed, the headquarters for China Eastern Airlines.
Bente says if any 1958 alumnae plan to visit Norway, she
would be happy to meet you and please contact her.
Genie Smith Ashworth says she is glad to be part of the
’58 group from St. Margaret’s, even though she went only
one year, her sophomore year. She came to one reunion,
the 50th, which she says was fun for reconnecting,
although she has not kept in touch like many in the
class. She went to four different high schools due to her
father’s Naval orders and graduated from Princess Anne
High School in Virginia Beach. Laura Stuart was her
roommate, and Mary Ligon Brown was a good friend,
plus she took most of the pictures for the yearbook that
year! Genie loves keeping in touch!
Sarah Bird Beard recently shared after she saw these
pictures—wonderful pictures that warm her heart! She
has such good memories from so long ago. She is sad
that she could not be there to visit with all of you terrific
looking women! She and her husband, Dan, have stayed
at Dougie’s many times, so she knows that room very
well. It makes her homesick.

Dougie and some members of her church had the most
wonderful trip to Greece that followed in the footsteps
of St. Paul this past fall. All of the town names were
recognizable, possibly from twice-a-day chapel at
St. Margaret’s.

Some of the locals from the class of '58 and an esteemed member
of ’57 gathered for a post-reunion gathering. (L to R) Charlotte
Haile Frischkorn, Martha Settle, Jenny Wilson Green, Mollie
Buxton McGirt, Isabel Wallace Hundley, Dougie Lawton, and Fitzie
Fitzgerald Wallace '57. They all got the memo about white pants.

Pamela Fairchild sadly lost her husband last year and
decided to sell her home and move to Maryland to be
closer to her children. Her daughter, granddaughters,
and great-grandchildren live there. She is getting used to
apartment living and learning her way around. This has
given her a chance to do things like taking her greatgranddaughter to the library for book hours. A morning
with a 3-year-old is an education. She says she is learning
all the new kid stuff and the Baby Shark song. Travel and
three days a week at the gym keep her busy.
Mary Page Jones stands upright, eats strange foods,
laughs, thinks, does yoga, kayaks, travels, remembers
where she lives—which is a challenge since they
moved last year to Tucson, Arizona, after coming from
Hong Kong, and laughs every time she thinks about
classmates and some of the antics that got her to the
headmistress’s office. She still loves to laugh. Life is
good. Life is interesting. Life is a challenge. Life is better
than the alternative. Coming soon is her website for the
Stories in Jewelry. She is a silversmith. Sixty years ago she
graduated from St. Margaret’s and wonders, “Is that what
we called the Dark Ages?”

Laura-Stuart Taliaferro Taylor who was headed to New
England, the Bay of Fundy, and other coastal points by
cruise ship, planned to join the reunion fun but could not
attend. Ellen Holt Parrish also sent regrets and says her
long fight against lung cancer makes traveling hard.
Ann Cheatham Larson sent regrets. Her work and her
grandsons’ graduation from elementary and middle
school kept her in California. She gets east from time
to time, but it’s a fly in, celebrate a family event, and fly
out again. She wished us busy and rewarding lives and
continued good health—she feels getting old comes with
just really annoying issues!
4 | The Bridge | Spring 2019

Martha Minetree Grasty is still in the Charlottesville area
with her son and daughter both close by. She delights
in spending time with her two grandsons. Martha is still
quite involved in all things to help autism. Also in the
Charlottesville area is Jane Lege Yager. Two years ago
she moved back to a house she had built in the 1970s.
She did a bit of renovation and fixing up and is enjoying
her horses, all 17 of them, on the farm. She shares the
responsibilities with her sister and her sister’s husband.
Jane will be a great-grandmother in the spring!
Susie Robinson Mote had a shoulder replacement last
year and has now had her second hip done. She will be
the bionic ‘pace setter’ for all future contests! She did say,
however, NO MORE SURGERY, except for cataracts in
the spring. She was able to squeeze in some Rehoboth
time with daughter Courtney and granddaughter Callyn.
Susie and Judy Cothron Erdman continue to spend time
together enjoying all things artsy and flowery around the
Richmond area. Sometimes Nita Sanders joins them.
Speaking of cataracts, Nita has joined the club. Judy is
fine. She and Bob stay close to home and take life easy.
Brenda Angolia Goddin and GW are also enjoying the
easy retired life and cruise as much as possible, most
recently to the Caribbean. Brenda said that though she
and Kay Bristow Shirley live fairly close to each other,
they rarely meet up. She says that Kay visits grands in
Florida as often as she can.

Ashton Ingram Douglass and her husband went to Nepal
to celebrate their 50th anniversary. They met there in the
Peace Corps and married there. What an awesome trip
and celebration!

1959

Three classes reuniting in June 2018 at the home of Dougie
Lawton. Seated L to R: Carroll Taylor Johnson, Alice Covell
Premo, Mollie Buxton McGirt, Martha Settle, Charlotte Haile
Frischkorn, Laura-Stuart Taliaferro Taylor, Dougie Heinrich
Erikson ’59, and Gwen Barefoot Litchfield ’57. Standing L to R:
Jenny Wilson Green, Dougie Morris Lawton, Isabel Wallace
Hundley, Fitzie Fitzgerald Wallace ’57, Courtney Tayloe Altaffer
'66, and Anne Tayloe Neuman ’59.

Helen-Thomas Donnelly shares that it was a difficult
year because her husband, Russ, died at home in
February 2018. They had a good run, 54 years, but the
last couple of years were hard on them both as he lost
his strength due to a rare form of leukemia. Their friends
and sons were wonderful in their support and love. She
continues to write a biography of Harriet Ostrander, an
extraordinarily vibrant member of her mother’s family. It
involves lots of humor and romance, all of which she is
finding challenging to document. She shares that writing
about her mother is also fun and fascinating. HelenThomas comes from a line of very strong women. She
has been in touch with Judy Cothron Erdman, Nita
Sanders, Jane Hedgepeth Wells, and Cary Kenney.
She jokes, “You cannot beat old gals like them, mainly
because they can outrun me.”

Patsy Allin checks in from Flagstaff saying there is
nothing major to report, but sometimes no news is good
news. She and Peter Crowell continue to thrive in the
mountains of Arizona.

1958
Charlotte Frischkorn planned a grand reunion for the
classes of ’58, ’57, and ’59 to relive, reunite, renew, and
reconnect at her river home last June. Unfortunately, a
wrist injury took her out of commission, but her good
friend Dougie Morris Lawton stepped up, offering her
home, and the group had a great time together.

1960

Tad Watson Hillery and Jack are also on the move,
but domestically. They still go between Sarasota and
Chicago, seasonally.
Jackie Jackson Deeds is staying active in Jacksonville
despite several surgeries and the woes of arthritis. She
had a serious bout with infection while visiting her
daughter in Italy, which caused her to miss Mass with the
Pope. She ended up spending about six weeks there to
fully recover!
Jane Wells has unfortunately had a long year. She
shattered her knee cap in a fall of November 2017. That
took about eight months to heal and involved a LOT of
sitting! She then had carpal tunnel surgery in August,
which made a vast difference and is all better. More
recently it was a stress fracture in her foot, but that is
healing, too. The very low point was the death of her
brother in March. The high spots were a long weekend
in New Orleans in July, two fabulous weeks in Cabo San
Lucas in September, and a lovely Rhine River cruise in the
fall.

1961
Carol Collins Tyler has had a pretty quiet year, which is
just fine with her. One of the greatest surprises was having
lunch with Nancy Winters Mullins in Boston this October.
It was great to see her, and she is wonderful! Carol says
she hopes all is well with my classmates of 1961.

1964		
Elizabeth Willis had an outstanding three-month
autumnal ramble around the UK. She fell in love with
Cornwall and Devon last year and has returned to explore
other parts in hopes of finding a place in which she can
spend part of each year. Though she loves her Oregon
home and friends, she is drawn to this part of the world
and is loving the art, architecture, and even the food (my,
how things have improved over the years). Her two new
knees are making this trip possible, so she is going as far
and fast as she can while they last!

Mary Page Jones ’59 and husband Bob in Hong Kong

Elizabeth Willis ’64 on
her ramble around
the United Kingdom.

Kathryn Purks and Bill moved last year to St. Augustine,
Florida, after living in Richmond for 47 years! They left
their younger son and his family in Virginia and joined
their older son and his family in Florida but wonder if they
should have settled halfway in between! This summer
they had a dream-come-true 50th wedding anniversary
celebration in their favorite European city.

Kathryn Purks ’64
and husband Bill on
their 50th anniversary
trip to Paris

1965
Annette Ferrell Baum has weathered a couple of
hurricanes since last time. She is enjoying her miniature
black Poodle, Bitsy, and spends time caring for her
mom who lives close by and getting away for trips when
possible.
Anne Trevilian Bland says there is no “new” news. She
continues to enjoy good health and her loving family, who
keep her delightfully busy. She sends greetings to all!
Leila Raff Boyer writes she has finally advised her
museum board that she is retiring in 2019 as director.
She hopes to stay involved with various research projects
and outreach. She and Bill are renovating an outbuilding
for her to use as an office for continued research on her
book. She went to France with a girlfriend and had her
credit cards stolen! She went back again with Bill, as well
as to Salamanca, Spain, for her niece’s wedding. Leila and
Bill celebrated their 25th anniversary in December and
hope to take a trip next summer to England and Scotland
to celebrate. Otherwise, she says things are routine …
letting the dogs in … letting the dogs out!
Nora Butler stays busy with being chairman of the
board of their local domestic violence program. They
just finished a gala fundraiser, and she spent most of the
summer getting silent auction items and sponsorships.
Her time was well spent for the success of the event, but
she is glad it is over. Then in December she was ringing
the Salvation Army bell. She is always amazed at people’s
desire to give to the Salvation Army, spreading the love.
She also reports that they dodged a bullet with Hurricane
Florence, hitting their summer spot, Topsail Beach, hard,
but their cottage sustained only minor damage.
Wendy Burchinal Craine writes that she and husband
John celebrated their 50th anniversary in June. They have
been in Virginia Beach for three years, originally moving
there to be close to one of their sons who is a Navy pilot
(like father, like son), but he and his family, along with
their two daughters, are now stationed in England. Sadly,
Wendy and John have to travel to London to visit. Their
other son is thriving in New York City as a chef.
Martha Loving Fisher had a wonderful visit to SMS this
past April and felt so encouraged to see young women
being given such great opportunities. It was her first time
back to St. Margaret’s since graduating in 1965. She has
been married to Dale for 37 years, and they have four
married children (they had three weddings and a baby
from these four in a recent 12-month period). They now
have three little granddaughters. They have been working
with Cru (check out the website) for 45+ years and raised
their family for 14 years in Kenya. They just got back from
two weeks there, and giraffes are still her favorite animal.
Martha Francis Fortson reports that the SMS Fortson 5K
River Run was super and fun. The leaves were beginning
to turn, and the energy imparted by the spectators for the
runners was electric! Her son Rob has left the Keys and is
now working out of Hilton Head at Margaritaville. Daughter
Anna Kathryn and husband are very busy in Atlanta with
their Inman Park Restaurant, Bocca Lupo. Husband
Malcom continues to work for Newport News Ship and,
though Martha Francis “retired” in 2017, she accepted a
part-time job with the City of Portsmouth as Special Events
Protocol Coordinator. She says it is not that demanding
and allows her wonderful time with her grandchildren.

(L to R) Lucille Ware
McCarthy ’82 P’13, with
Head of School, Cathy
Sgroi P'00, and Martha
Francis Fortson ’65 at
the 2018 Fortson 5K

Anne Norvell Rice Gray opines that she’s had a rather
“uninteresting” year. She and husband Robert continue
to work. She freelances as writer and editor as well as
contributes monthly articles to a national membership
magazine for members of the sea services—mostly
retired. Of course, this includes Marines, Navy and Coast
Guard. If you want to know about the Marine Museum
in Quantico or the Naval Undersea Museum off the
coast of Washington state … or perhaps a brief history of
lighthouses … she’s “your man.”
Elizabeth (Liz) Wyatt-Brown Green writes that she is
STILL trying to retire but hasn’t gotten there yet. She says
perhaps it is due to her continuing to renew her license
to practice! She and husband Bart had loads of house
guests last spring, summer, and so far this fall, mostly
family, and all wonderful times. She is delighted that all
the kids are back on U.S. soil, making visits much easier
and more frequent. They are enjoying their 18-month-old
Weimaraner, Molly. She and Bart are planning their annual
visit to their cabin in Sedona, Arizona, and she wants to
take Molly out on treks this year. Liz wishes all well!
Elizabeth (Liz) Gyllensvard has been living in the Florida
panhandle since 2016. She enjoys cultivating beds and
beds of flowers and some weeds that are persistent.
Her constant companion is her darling Sophie, a mix
of miniature Doberman and Dachshund, with the
character and appearance of a Dachshund. Sophie is very
affectionate and obedient and can bark like the dickens!
Liz spends her time gardening, walking Miss Sophie,
visiting with friends, and reading. Alas, Hurricane Michael,
passing directly over her and causing horrible devastation,
put a serious damper on her happiness, and there may
likely be a residence change in her near future.
Elizabeth (Betsy) Crawford-Leavitt is still a full-time
pediatric PT and still loving it! She has a new grandson
born to son Josh and his wife, Sari. Daughter Allegra
and husband Adam are parents of her other grandson,
Oskar, who is eight and seriously into baseball and an
unwavering Yankee fan. Her youngest, Emily, is in a
graduate program at San Diego to be a bilingual speech
therapist. Husband Marc is downsizing his law practice
and continues to pursue his love of the theatre. Betsy
says we can find them in Ashley Falls, Massachusetts, in
the Berkshires, or in Nags Head, North Carolina, if not
at home in Sunnyside, New York. She sends her love
to all and says to please let her know if any of you find
yourselves in any of those places.
Reen Harris Moore continues to be involved with
her school in kindergarten art classes and more. She
is happily ensconced in her family with her husband,
children, and grandchildren and all the activities therein.
She hates housework, loves to read, watches too much
TV and tries to ignore the whatevers that her body
imposes on her. She and husband Wayne went to Virginia
for their grandson Graham’s Eagle Court of Honor, and
they always go to their annual family beach week. She
enjoys overall good health and wishes all well!
Martha Rasin says she is finally over her “turning-70
funk”! She has done a lot of traveling, mainly golf trips
to England and Northern Ireland. The best was visiting
her “daughter” in Kosovo for her college graduation.
You may recall she hosted an exchange student for four
years. She sold her house in Annapolis and is officially
a resident, once again, in Chestertown, Maryland, with
her wonderful man, Peter. She is fully retired as a judge
and is participating a bit in politics by volunteering for
a congressional candidate in her district. She says life is
good and hopes it is for all of us.
Nancy Feller Starnes writes she is now in North Carolina
since retiring, in the neighborhood of Winston-Salem,
Greensboro, and High Point. She loves it. She does a lot
of volunteer work, plays bridge, mows the grass (not her
favorite), and enjoys the company of many wonderful
friends. She says that Barbie Dewolfe now lives in
Massachusetts, and they still keep closely in touch and
visit each other a couple of times a year.
Ann Lewis Vaughn writes that she lost her husband of
48 years to lung cancer in April of 2017. He was an OB/
GYN for 25 years in his hometown and was dedicated
to the well-being of his patients. Ann was asked to chair
a fundraising campaign to bring 3-D mammography to
the local hospital, and she accepted for the reason of
honoring her beloved Tom, having been somewhat of a
pioneer in efforts to always bring the latest technologies
to his own practice. The campaign was a great success,
and she cut the ribbon on the new 3-D Mammography
Suite in June of 2018. Her daughter, son, and their
families were in attendance.
Helen Calvert Wiley is enjoying life and her family. Her
daughter Elizabeth, who followed in mom’s footsteps as
a hunter/jumper competitor, has two horses and shows
in the Adult Amateur division. Her younger daughter
Sheila and husband Martin now live in the area, along
with grandchildren Molly and Will. Helen continues to be
busy with the Warrenton Horse Show Association and the
Windy Hill Foundation, which provides safe, decent, and
affordable housing to low- and lower-income families
and the elderly. Helen also fills her days with yard work,
children, and grandchildren. Life is good. She wishes the
best to all of us!

Finley Jones Keller still rides at dressage, does way too
much yard work, is mom to many dogs and cats and
chickens, and enjoys the company of her very best friend,
husband Bob. Bob is an equine massage and bodyworks
therapist, working mostly on dressage horses but has
picked up several hunter/jumper barns. He recently
became approved as a permitted FEI therapist. They still
work dressage shows, she as a ring steward and he doing
the same, or as announcer. Granddaughter Malia is in
graduate school at Longwood, and grandson Sean is a
chef at Disneyworld. She is still writing and illustrating her
children’s books and having the most fun!

1966
Sally Jacobs had wonderful visits with classmates
Courtenay Tayloe Altaffer, Teddy Cogbill and Jody
Perkins Lewis this year and reports they all seem to be
holding up, as they say! She has taken up tai chi recently.
It’s too soon to know yet, but she’ll report later how it’s
working out.

1967		
Clara Smiley shares that 50 years snuck by so quickly,
and she and her husband, Steve, are retired and
entertaining four grandchildren who thankfully live
near them in Dallas and Ft. Worth. To avoid the brutal
summers of Dallas, they spend summer in the mountains
of North Carolina at Grandfather Golf and Country Club
in Linville. Life has been good, and she loves hearing
about fellow classmates and hopes it is the same for
them. St Margaret’s will always be a special place that was
so influential in Clara’s teenage years, for which she is so
grateful.

1968
Sally Booth is president of a local art group, Tuckahoe
Artists Association. She went to Mexico last February
and painted there, which was great fun! She is taking
an online art class, “Composition, Color and Light,” and
the teacher’s motto is to paint the days you eat. There
you have it! Sally tries to paint every day, which isn’t easy
when life gets in the way. Her two sons, 34 and 31, both
live in Richmond. She and her husband try to spend a lot
of time on his farm in Bath County, Virginia. She sings
every Monday with the Heartstrings, a large group of
women who go to area retirement communities and
memory care facilities to sing.

(L to R) Patricia
Handley '68, Sally
Brydon Booth ’68,
and Tina Sailer '68

Sarah Belle Parrott hated having a family commitment
and had to miss reunion. She hosted an SMS brunch at
their home at the end of September, and a highlight was
that Bette Jones Albert, Tilley Pifer Raetz, and Janie
Whitt Sellers ’71 attended, not to omit Kay Farmer
Strickland ’72, and Janet Gouldman Rutherford ’71
from years behind us. Sarah Belle had the opportunity to
meet Laura Smith Ware before an SMS board meeting
in October. All is well with the Parrotts. They are lucky
enough to have their two grandchildren, Anna Belle (3)
and William (8) in town. Son Jack and his wife, Kathleen,
are in Atlanta and enjoying life.
Eleanor Fukushima really enjoyed catching up with
everyone at the 50th reunion. She just became a greatgrandma, and he is doing well. She and Ray celebrated
their 40th anniversary, and their kids gave them a really
nice party. They are working on completing their bucket
list and have been to Hilton Head, Jamaica, several parks
in Utah, and on the bourbon tour in Kentucky.
Tiffany Mullican thoroughly enjoyed attending her
50th class reunion in June. She is glad she waited until
three days after the reunion to trip, fall, and break her
thumb! Then, a couple of days later, she had planned
back surgery. She only had to wait two weeks after that
to develop a kidney stone. She thinks her body decided
that since she had made it through the reunion, it was
time to act its age and totally fall apart! However, she
is completely on the mend now. She takes a variety of
classes at the senior learning center nearby. Also in the
fall, she went to a Bruno Mars concert in Philadelphia
with her youngest daughter.

(L to R)
Elizabeth Hyatt,
Nancy Waage,
Sharon Neff,
Tiffany Mullican,
and Florance
Mackie
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1969
Lindsay Carter Gibson is now living at the Virginia
Beach oceanfront, which feels like retirement even
though she is still working as a clinical psychologist and
loving her work. Their son, Carter, enjoys living in San
Francisco and works at Google. Lindsay’s third book,
Recovering from Emotionally Immature Parents, will be
coming out in May, 2019. This subject is a passion of
hers and she is grateful to have a wide audience.
Jeanette Hanson and Galo had a marvelous trip to
Romania with a Romanian friend in June. Transylvania
and the Danube Delta are so different and still beautiful.
She is still busy with mushrooms and tutoring children.
She is looking forward to Galo’s retirement this year.
Mary Anne Townsend Hopkins is ending her term as
Alumnae Association President in May and has enjoyed
representing alumnae on campus and during functions
off campus as well. She is still working part time for the
company she has been with for 15 years. She and John
visit with their children and grands (ages 6,5,4,1) as often
as possible. They checked off one item on their bucket
list and took a wonderful trip to Maine. She hopes to
see many of her classmates in May.
Mary Gwathmey Michaux says 2018 had its highs and
lows. She lost her brother, Rob, in March to a massive
heart attack at the age of 60. Then, on August 31,
she retired after 33 years at the Center for Creative
Leadership. Mary is traveling a lot since retirement. Her
sweet grandchildren (10, 6, 4) are doing well and living
closeby, and her daughter’s businesses are succeeding.
She is so excited about the 50th reunion and can’t
believe their graduation was so long ago.
Margaret Delk Moore is excited for the upcoming
reunion. She and Bill moved back to Virginia at the end
of June. They are settled in Norfolk where Margaret
is serving as the Interim Head for The Williams
School, a 90 year old K-8 school in the historic Ghent
neighborhood. They are so happy to be close to family
and many friends after a wonderful six years in the
desert Southwest. Having been absent from rivers and
the ocean for that time, they retreat now as often as
possible to dip their toes in the sand and salt water. It’s
good to be home in Virginia.
Kate Foster Mueller’s daughter, Sarah Turnbull '01, had
her third baby, John Foster (Jay), in March. Kate tries to
get to Richmond once a week for the night to help out
with her three grands, Katherine (7), Rand (5), and baby
Jay. Her older son, Lewis still lives and works in DC, and
Dixon is attending graduate school in advertising at the
Brandcenter at VCU. John is semi-retired now, so they
are free to travel a bit and took a beautiful trip to France.
Kate stays busy as Senior Warden of her church and
president of her garden club. She also works a few days
a month at The Dandelion in Irvington and loves her
Wednesday Mah Jongg outing. She also hopes we have
a good turnout for our reunion.
Linda Adams Parker says she and Steve are great. They
still enjoy splitting their time between Maine and New
York. They are totally besotted with their granddaughter,
Orly. She is funny, strong, and kind and definitely has
her own fashion sense! Linda will not be able to attend
the reunion as they have a family commitment and says
she will miss seeing everyone.

1971
Meri Moody lives in Montgomery Alabama. With
all three children and three grandchildren living in
Tennessee, they also have a small place in Franklin,
Tennessee. Her husband retired but then started a
second career running a nonprofit. She has been retired
for years. She does keep busy with volunteer work,
needlepoint, and travel. Meri always loves to hear from
old friends.
Debra Sizemore Boyd says life is grand with their two
sons, daughter, daughter-in-law, and three grandsons
and one granddaughter. Her time is filled with family,
taking classes in the OLLI program at N.C. State
University, outings with neighbors, traveling with her
college friends, playing cards one night a week with
girlfriends in the neighborhood, playing another night
with her husband and neighbors, assisting her older
neighbors, and trying to stay healthy and active. A
recent highlight was a trip to Roanoke to see Janet
Gouldman Rutherford, Robin Gwathmey, and Linda
Wells. Janie Whitt Sellers stopped by for a brief visit,
too. This fall, Debra went to Seoul for the first time
since they left after living there for five years.
Patricia Brincefield enjoys working in communication
and marketing at SMS and experiencing the excitement
of school life through our students. She looks forward
to working on the Centennial campaign that will ramp
up soon in commemoration of the school’s 100th
birthday in 2021. She loves hosting alums who visit
campus. Classmates have stayed with her in Thistle
House, and she had a blast with Irene “Queenie”
Hall ’72 on her recent trips through Tappahannock.
Daughter Corey is nearby in Richmond, and she had a
great visit with both girls over Christmas in
6 | The Bridge | Spring 2019

Leavenworth, Washington, where her eldest, Eva, lives
and is a practicing midwife.
Robin Whaley shares that after arriving home from
the SMS reunion in June, summer activities began
in northern Minnesota. She started playing tennis
again (she remembers playing with Cyanne Yates at
SMS!). She and husband John redid their living room
and its beautiful wood floors. Her biggest challenge
was canoeing and camping in the Boundary Waters
Wilderness with a woman friend, after a 25-year
hiatus. She came out six days later feeling stronger! In
September, she road-tripped to Colorado, saw beautiful
South Dakota, and crossed the Rockies through Rocky
Mountain National Park. Retirement is awesome!
Susan Taylor has lived at Mt. Vernon in Richmond for
33 years. Terry Long ’70 is nearby. Susan has worked
with Pettus LeCompte and the very best people for
13 years. Pettus and Fred should start a consulting
company for teaching other people how to be the best
bosses ever. Between the two, they have it covered!
She sees Ellen LeCompte when she pops in. She sees
Renny Poole now and again but has lost Cyanne Yates
to Tappahannock and misses her. Her sister, Cathy
Hensby ’75, is a grandma now. Her Cate and son-inlaw, Preston, now have Miss Taylor Reed Kendig, and
she sure is a cutie!

and Brooks have a very full, noisy life. They spent
Thanksgiving in Ocracoke. Jill would like to hear from
anyone passing through and any prayer requests.

1975
Brooke Trible Weinmann shares that with four
interesting millennial children and all but one out of the
nest (one married with her MBA and living in Boston,
one in grad school at Johns Hopkins, one in Atlanta
discerning next steps, and the youngest who is still
in college), a supportive husband of 31 years, good
health, and a fun/challenging job that includes travel to
incredible destinations, all-important health insurance
coverage, a 1901 cottage on Lake Michigan (where
their kids are fifth generation), how much better could
life be? So far, she has been to Cartagena, the Hudson
River Valley, and Santa Fe with her travel company on
Connoisseurs’ Journeys, and a pilgrimage to the Holy
Land and Jordan. Brooke’s niece is attending SMS, and
she could not be prouder! Read more about Brooke’s
company, Connoisseurs Tours, at
www.connoisseurstours.com/journeys.html

Brooke and
Winston
Weinmann '75
with their children

1972
Hilda Stark had a great trip to Charleston for a visit with
her roommate, Adrienne Allen Love, which dovetailed
with a birthday bash at Yeamans Hall. As always, she
and Ade pick up where they left off without skipping
a beat. They ate oysters every night! She has been
painting but currently is back at work as a production
designer for a new BET series, Games Divas Play. Her
daughter Ellie graduated from Kenyon College in May
and is an aspiring artist living in Chicago.

(L to R) Hilda Stark
and Adrienne Allen
Love, roommates
from class of 1972
visit together in
Charleston, SC.

Gail Burress was stunned in the summer of 2015 to
receive a multiple myeloma (chronic blood plasma
cancer) diagnosis. When it became apparent that she
needed a stem cell transplant, she retired from Blue
Ridge Behavioral Healthcare as the Clinical Director
for adult services. After the transplant in December,
she had about four months of intensive recovery, and
although she is diagnosed with a high-risk variant of
MM, she remains stable with ongoing chemotherapy
and other accommodations. She is involved in gratifying
volunteer work, is socially involved and politically active,
and is able to travel. She thoroughly enjoyed the 45th
reunion of the class of ’72 and hopes to have great
participation for their 50th in 2022!

1973

1976
Ann Page Hundley Sensibaug lost her husband, Lee,
to cancer in September of 2016, shortly after they
sold their Nags Head home and moved permanently
to Asheville. Since then she’s sold their mountain
home and moved into a condo, and after retiring
once, she was offered and accepted a full-time job at
Biltmore House. Sadly, in October 2017, her brother
Deane passed away as well. Obviously, she’s had
two huge voids in a very brief period of time and lots
of upheaval. However, all of that said, Ann Page is
blessed with a son, two brothers, nephews, nieces, and
wonderful friends who have supported her through
this challenging time. If any classmates are in the area,
please call, she would certainly love to catch up.
Lisa Olsson Everett reports that her North Carolina
homes and property did very well during Hurricane
Florence. She and her husband had a wonderful safari
in South Africa last summer. They have been raising and
field trialing their six Boykin spaniels and one Labrador.
They started the Mid-Atlantic Boykin Spaniel Club a few
years ago, and it keeps them busy. With Lisa fishing with
the International Women’s Fishing Association and with
the dogs, they are on the road quite a bit.
Deborah Northern was able to return to her first mission
site with Maryknoll Lay Missioners in Tanzania after 15
years. She went as one of the guides with her Friends
Across Borders trip in August. She did get out to the
university where she taught and found out that one of her
former students is now head of the journalism department,
and many of her former students teach there.

1978

Ann Thompson had a good year and bad year. Her
grandson turned one. Her mother broke her ankle
and has been bedridden since last Thanksgiving. Her
husband ended up in the hospital ICU for a week. Her
younger son graduated in December from East Carolina
University. He is working as a firefighter near Chapel
Hill. Ann is still a full-time nurse supervisor in Burlington.
It was shocking to realize when signing up for health
benefits that next year she will sign up for Medicare! She
is celebrating four years post breast cancer. She enjoys
keeping up with our class on Facebook.

Grandson
of Ann
Thompson ’73

Elizabeth ‘Lizzy’ Hall Hargrove enjoyed a great
turnout for the 45th reunion. This day of reminiscing
and catching up was capped off with a tour of our
classmate Susan Motley’s beautiful condo next to
St. Margaret’s. Lizzy’s year was busy with the annual
field school and archaeological dig at their farm in
Heathsville. She loves screening dirt and finding tiny
relics! In the late summer she and husband, Frank, were
pleased to get off the launch pad and take a two-week
trip to England to visit Frank’s cousin in Oxford and tour
Bath and surrounding areas. It was a great adventure!
Jill Shankle Wall thinks of you all and what everyone is
doing since the reunion. She’s glad she bought an SMS
ball cap in June as she had many bad hair days when
Hurricane Florence blew through Wilmington. Their
property was spared, but the devastation was severe.
She also spent time in Georgia with new granddaughter
Lily Brooke (Lindsey), Parker (4), and Miller (2). Laura

Our sincere condolences to Kim Noble Hamilton who
lost her daughter, Melissa, last year.
Cyndi Hewitt Kellam had a bad fall and had to have
shoulder and hand surgery. She will not be mobile for a
while, and some of her ’78 classmates are thinking of a
road trip to go and party her blues away!
Pam Hungerford Frank has her real estate license and is
ready to sell you a house! She joined Jean von Schrader
Bryan, Susie Gruver Russell, Katy Reckmeyer Vega,
Wendy Adcock Charlton, and Betsy Ellis Shuford for
their 40th reunion this past June and also saw Suzanne
Tignor Long. Everybody looked great and danced,
drank, and had a blast! Everyone loved celebrating St.
Margaret’s!
Susan Winslow Grant Wacker is still living just outside
Washington, DC, but now as an empty-nester. Instead,
they have two cats and a dog. The kids are all doing
well, and hubby still doesn’t feel ready to retire. They
now have grandchildren! Winslow was sorry to miss this
year’s annual reunion with the class at the “lake house.”
It has been a real pleasure reconnecting with the girls
these past 20 years. They’ve all suffered heartache but
joy, too—the vicissitudes of living.

1979
Hannah Overton Tiffany shares that life is good here in
the Tiffany household. Her oldest, Emma, was married
October 2017 to Alex Taylor. They had their first son in
November. Hannah’s youngest, Lizzie Schmidt ’17, is in
her second year at the University of Mary Washington.
Hannah is busy with her real estate firm, Tiffany
Properties, and serves on the Warsaw town planning
commission. She and Bob continue to work on their
home in Warsaw and have added some landscaping
and a patio this year.

Fay Spence moved back to Salem, Virginia, after a year
and a half in rural Fincastle. She is still working at the
federal Public Defender’s Office with great colleagues
and interesting work. Her oldest daughter, Amy, has
been working full-time and studying part-time for her
associate’s degree in veterinary technology. She began
work at Valley Animal Hospital in October. Alison is
in her sophomore year at George Mason University,
majoring in forensic science. Anna is in seventh grade
and was very happy to be back in school with her
friends in Salem from elementary school days. They
visited Fay’s sister, Dianna Spence ’81, and her husband
in Georgia over Christmas, as well as her mom, who is
in assisted living in Georgia.

1980
Anne Witten Bauknight took pictures in South Carolina
at the wedding of Margaret Bauknight, daughter of
Anne, granddaughter of Mardee Mahone Witten ’42
and Edward Newman.

Sandy Milon and her husband, Olivier, have been
living in France for the last 12 years in a tiny village
in Normandy. She started a business three years ago
in homemade organic cold process soaps in which
she adds organic plants from her garden. Olivier is
a business manager. Sidney, her 25-year-old son, is
a broker in Miami. Alexane, 22, graduated from the
University of Florida in paleo-anthropology. Justin, their
14-year-old, just entered a boarding school in Chartres
as a sophomore.
Jennifer Thomas is in her 26th year of teaching French.
She has been at Northumberland High School for five
years. She also sponsors the Beta Club and serves in
various leadership roles at the school. She is active in the
Foreign Language Association of Virginia and is serving
as Awards Chairman. Last year she was chosen as NHS
Teacher of the Year. Her son Blake, who is a senior at
NHS, was chosen by the faculty as Indian of the Year
and recently achieved the rank of Eagle Scout.

1989
Shirley Maxwell is living on and managing the family
cattle farm alongside her mom and her sister, Trish
Stroud Webb ’85. David opened a psychology practice
in Rockwell. Their girls are now in high school; Jaden is
16, and Mayah is 14. Shirley is hoping to make the May
class reunion.

Anne Witten Bauknight ’80 with family at her daughter’s
wedding. From L to R: Witt, Conrad, Anne, Margaret, Eddie,
Augusta, Conrad III, and Annie. SMS alumnae in attendance
included lngrid Schulbach Pauli ’80, Anne Braswell Heldreth
’80, Mardee Witten ’42, Ellen Owen Carlson ’80, Mary
Coward Saady ’80, Gill Martin Larrabee ’80, and Phillips
Dunbar Norment ’81.

1981
Dianna Spence’s husband, Pete, finally got the major
promotion that he wanted at work, but it came with the
requirement that he live in California full-time. Dianna’s
too close to claiming good retirement benefits to leave
Georgia just now, so they are officially a two-household
family for the time being. He’s in Long Beach, and they
take turns visiting opposite coasts at least monthly. They
are also enjoying their two-year-old granddaughter,
Riley, who is full of personality, and she keeps on
growing astonishingly fast.

1984
Alice White is looking forward to retiring at the end of
this year after 30 years in education. Plans are to move
to their farm full-time and become full-time pecan
farmers and enjoy a slower pace in life. So, if you find
yourself in need of fresh pecans and goat cheese,
Alice is your connection. Last summer they traveled
throughout Europe. She cannot wait to see everybody
at the reunion this year.
Regina Morgan and Lee still reside in Mount Airy,
Maryland, and in May they will celebrate their 23rd
wedding anniversary. Regina changed jobs since the
30th reunion and accepted a promotion at the U.S.
Department of Transportation, National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration as the Director of Civil Rights,
managing the agency’s internal and external civil rights
program. Their son, Matt, and his wife, Jennifer, are
living in Tallahassee, Florida. Their daughter, Colleen, is a
sophomore at the University of Maryland, Clark School
of Engineering. Regina is not on social media, so if SMS
alumnae are in or around DC or want to get in touch,
her email is RegMorgan@aol.com. She looks forward to
seeing classmates for their 35th class reunion.

1986
Meg Forsberg is working as the Marketing &
Communications Director for the nonprofit Girls on
the Run, Hampton Roads, Virginia. It is an afterschool
program for girls in Grades 3-8. She lives with her
husband, Clay, in the Larchmont area of Norfolk. When
she is not working at GOTR, she loves being a Stella
& Dot stylist. She caught up with Cyndi Honeycutt,
who lives in Los Angeles, by phone and spent some
time with Heather Wood ’87 at her lovely home in the
historic Ghent section of Norfolk. Meg says she is the
person she is today because of the things learned and
because of the people met at SMS. She really wants
other girls to have that same experience. Check out
Meg’s website at www.StellaDot.com/megforsberg

Cynthia
Newton ’94
with her son
Christopher
and friend

Nancy Scheid moved to Durango, Colorado, in 1999
in search of the outdoors and quickly realized she
was home. She is happily married to Steve, and they
have three beautiful daughters Faith (15), June (8),
and Nora (5). After having her own children, Nancy
found her passion in women’s health and is now
working as a labor and delivery RN. The family enjoys
skiing, mountain biking, camping, gardening, rafting,
and surfing behind their boat. Finding a balance is
sometimes difficult when there is so much to do, but
they live life to its fullest. She encourages all alumnae
who are up for adventure to come visit!

1990
Candace Washing is thankful for each day. They have
two children, a daughter who is nine and son who
is almost 13. Her husband is a managing director at
Google. Since leaving Oracle Corporation she has been
active with her children and community. Currently she
is painting, doing yoga, and taking SoulCycle classes.
She loves seeing her daughter enjoy soccer and
lacrosse as much as she did at SMS. Their son enjoys
basketball and can fix just about anything.

RN Nancy Scheid at work in
the labor and delivery room

1991		

1995

Meghan Sanoff and her husband bought their first
house together and, after a full remodel, moved in on
December 6. She is taking a break from working in the
therapy realm and spent the holidays working in retail
as a Beauty Advisor for Estee Lauder at Belk Crabtree.
Meghan and her husband enjoy traveling, and their next
trip will be to Portugal. She says if any alumnae are in the
Raleigh area, feel free to come see her! Meghan heard
from Lisa MacDonald Parish, who is doing well. Lisa
and her husband just celebrated 15 years of marriage!
Lisa celebrated 10 years as a school social worker in
Spotsylvania County, Virginia. Meghan talked to Cheryl
Baetz Pennings, Frances Stone ’92, and Sarah Wood, as
well as Leslie McBride Payne ’95 and Cynthia Newton
’94. Meghan is also good friends with Kate Taylor ’83
who lives in the Raleigh area. They met during one of the
alumnae brunches in Raleigh, and it goes to show how
classes can connect in various places over the years!

Leslie Payne’s daughter turned the fun age of three
in November 2018, so she takes up a lot of Leslie’s
time. The family will be moved to the Greenville, South
Carolina, area for a new role that she took with her
current company, Sealed Air Corporation. She is now
the HR Manager at their largest manufacturing site in
the world in Simpsonville.

1993
Margaret "Jenni" Booker Baker says hello to all her
friends! The Baker family is hustling and bustling this year.
She loved seeing everyone from their class at the 25th
reunion! Their Natasha Kollaros Laster was awarded
the Hannah Perkins Service Award! Finally, special thanks
to Joe (and Cathy!) Sgroi who took us out on a lovely
pontoon boat ride during the afternoon. As far as family
news, their sweet and very sassy Sarah turned three in
June. Jenni started a new job last January as the Vice
President of Development at the Girl Scouts of the
Commonwealth of Virginia, and she loves it. She says
husband Stephen is Mr. Mom himself. Thank goodness
he likes to cook and grocery shop or they would starve.
What a blessing he is. Stephen is still at PPD as a Senior
Scientist. They had a fun week in April at Kate Taylor’s
’83 beach house in Atlantic Beach, North Carolina.

1994
Amy Bechtold Bratzler recently opened her own cafe
in downtown historic South Bend, Indiana. Called
South Blend Cafe, it took a year and a half to open,
but it was well worth it, as she had been dreaming of
opening her own cafe for years. She just celebrated her
20th wedding anniversary as well! Her daughter, Paige,
has received her master’s degree and is working as a
medical laboratory scientist.
Cynthia Newton has been painting live events for the
last five years as well as portraits. Her son Christopher
(7), daughter Katie (15), and daughter Rebecca (16) all
excel in art, and the girls love theatre. Katie started her
first gig, face painting. Cynthia and her brother John, a
Christchurch graduate, lost their older brother, Coley,
to cancer in July. He was one week shy of 48 and a 22year Army Airborne Infantry Veteran. He was a graduate
of Blue Ridge School. Cynthia’s sweetheart, a childhood
classmate who is an oysterman, encouraged her to
paint oyster shells. Life is good. Carpe diem.

Leslie Payne’s
three-year-old daughter

Meredith Ramsey is living in Arlington, Virginia, with
her husband, Bob, their eight-year-old twins, Emily and
Parker, and their dog, Piper. She successfully completed
her master’s in music from George Mason University
and now teaches private piano lessons in her home.

(L to R)
Meridith Ramsey '95,
Elizabeth D. Giles '95,
and Sarah Wilson '95

1996
Tara Garner is enjoying her third year of working with
the awesome students and staff at Aylett Country Day
School. Four 2018 ACDS graduates enrolled at St.
Margaret’s for the 2018-2019 school year! Tara says it
is a pleasure educating students alongside other SMS
alumnae, Beth Katona ’76, Ann Bladen Sisson ’12,
Kaitlyn Hundley ’17, and Hailey Hundley ’11.

1997
Christina ‘Tina’ Spain reports that all is well in the Spain
family! Damon is enjoying his new job with XPO Logistics,
and it is only 20 minutes away! Jackson is in first grade,
playing on a soccer team and taking tennis lessons. Sophia
turned one in July and enjoys her teachers and friends at
the Goddard School. Tina is still teaching seventh-grade
language arts at Stonewall Jackson Middle School in
Mechanicsville. She says life is super busy but good!

(L to R) Tina Spain
with her husband
Damon and
daughter Sophia

Meg Forsberg ’86 with her husband, Clay
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1999

2001

Kathleen ‘Katie’ Horsley Dew has really nothing too
exciting that is new. She celebrated her 15th wedding
anniversary to David Dew. They built a home on Dymer
Creek four years ago. They have two children, Leyton
(12) and Izzy (8). They run IsaBell K. Horsley Real Estate
firm. This year they started supporting the Alzheimer's
Association and did a lemonade stand on June 21st
in support of The Longest Day and made $2,800; and
they also supported the cause through the walk this
fall and raised $1,800. Katie still talks to Jessica Arnest
Smith every morning and is very close to many of her
best friends from her SMS years. All is great!

Sarah Turnbull is still living in Richmond with husband
Ned, who is an attorney, and three children Katherine
(7), Rand (5), and Jay (John Foster) born in March
2018. Sarah is enjoying time as a stay-at-home mom
while also working part-time from home as a project
manager for small businesses and start-ups.

(L to R) David Dew,
Layton Horsley Dew,
Izzy Horsley Dew,
and Katie Horsley
Dew sell lemonade
and baked goods to
support The Longest
Day.

Lesley Newman is in her second year back at SMS as the
Director of the International Program. She also teaches
ESL and Spanish, and this year she coached field hockey.
Lesley had the opportunity to travel to China this past fall
to meet current SMS parents and alumnae.

(L to R)
Sarah Turnbull’s ’01
three children,
Katherine, Jay
and Rand

Mary Leipertz is the Marketing and Events Manager at
Carreras Jewelers in Richmond. She has been there
for three years and loves every minute. This year she
was featured in a national jewelry magazine for her
out-of-the box marketing ideas and events at Carreras.
Her oldest son, Robert, started second grade, and her
youngest, Will, is enjoying the four-year-old class at
daycare. Robert had a blast attending Kids Camp at
SMS. In October, Mary traveled to Blowing Rock, North
Carolina, to celebrate her 10-year anniversary with her
husband. She enjoys being part of the SMS Alumnae
Council and loves keeping in touch with her SMS sisters.

Mary Leipertz
is featured with
Carreras Jewelers
in an article that
appeared in the
trade publication,
“The Industry
Authority.”

Cameron Sgroi is in her fourth year as Director of
Enrollment Management at St. Margaret’s and still living
on Water Lane. She stays busy taking care of a hyper
four-year-old lab, Ty, whom most of the girls love. She
is looking forward to the reunion in 2019 and hopes to
see lots of old friends from the class of ’99 (and ’00)
back on campus!

Kristina Bethea Odejimi is the Dean of Students at SMS
and graduated in May with her doctorate in leadership
from Virginia Commonwealth University.
(L to R) Kristina
Odejimi '02
celebrates
receiving her PhD
at graduation with
Kate-Rucker Penn
Taylor '83, and
Danielle Littler '02.

Brandy Benito is celebrating eight years with the Walt
Disney World Company in Orlando where she performs
in various shows and parades. She caught up this past
summer with Laura Caton and Brittany Alexander
while they were in Florida.
Nikki Paronish Clark lives in Carlisle, Pennsylvania, and
is spending her time chasing after her toddler.

Blake, son of Nikki
Paronish Clark '02

Rachelle Slotnick Duenas lives in Haymarket, Virginia.
She married in November 2017 and was thrilled to have
Carter Fitch, Ann Melchionna ’01, Dwann Cutler ’01,
and Kathleen McDermott Price ’01 attend. Rachelle
and her husband just had their first baby girl in January.

Kelly Procter lives in Brooklyn and works for the Open
Space Institute, a land conservation organization.
Virginia King Sayer lives in Charleston, South Carolina.
She and her husband moved into their newly built
house in March. She had her baby, Elisabeth Luise, in
June. She is the Associate Principal of Stall Hall, where
she oversees the curriculum and instruction for the
school.
Sarah Taliaferro Shildneck is a stay-at-home mom for
her five-year-old Caroline and four-year-old Nathan.
She is celebrating her 10th wedding anniversary with
her husband. They live in Fairfax, Virginia.
(L to R)
Bryan Shildneck,
husband of Sarah
Taliaferro Shildneck
'02, and their
children Nathan
and Caroline

Bryn Porter Dugree lives in Houston, Texas, with
husband of nine years and new baby Georgina who
was born in March. She works in administration for Rice
University.
Taylor Copeland Ellis is a nurse in Tappahannock in the
PACU. Her daughter is a first grader at Aylett. She enjoys
spending time with her 10 horses!

Nicole Silverstein Strimel got married in September.
She is an RN in the Trauma ICU in Charleston, West
Virginia. She has two fur babies.

Carter Fitch lives in Fredericksburg, Virginia, and is
raising three boys, Sam, Henry, and Macon with her
husband, Andy.

Maryama Tagoe was married in November 2017 in a
beautiful ceremony in Maryland to her husband, Avery.

(
(L to R) Andy Fitch,
husband of Carter
Fitch '02, and sons
Sam, Henry, and
Macon at the 2018
Forston 5K

Maryama Tagoe and
husband Avery at their
wedding in 2017

2003
Ellison Goodwin is currently building a successful
ceramic sculpting business in Durham, North Carolina.
Her nieces and little dog are the children in her life. Her
biggest hobbies are strength training and Latin dancing.

Sara Robinson lives in Charlottesville with her husband,
John, and daughters Ellery (5) and Hollis (2). Last
summer she took a new job as the Director of Child
& Family Outpatient and Crisis services for Region Ten
Community Services Board. She serves on the steering
committee of the Greater Charlottesville TraumaInformed Community Network, as well as the leadership
team of the Central VA Trauma Recovery Network. As
a licensed professional counselor, she continues to
maintain a small private practice in Charlottesville. She is
looking forward to taking her first sabbatical, for 10 years
of service to the CSB, in the coming months!

(L to R) Carter and
Emerson, children of
Olivia Mothershead '02

2002

2000
Garnett Ashworth is in Richmond and is the Care
Coordination Supervisor at VCU Health. She has been
with VCU Health for 14 years. She also owns a vintage
clothing business that is doing well, called Vintage River
City. She encourages all alumnae to find her on social
media and Etsy. Last summer she took an amazing trip
to England and Scotland. While in Edinburgh she had the
pleasure of hanging out with fellow classmate Kasey (Yin
Chen) Hou, who now lives there. They hadn’t seen each
other in 18 years!

Olivia Longest Mothershead works as pharmacist in
the Northern Neck and has two children, Emerson (5)
and Carter (2). Emerson started kindergarten this year.

Emily Fisher Howell is working in Richmond as a
project manager for a construction company. She
welcomed a baby boy in April and is happily married to
her husband, George.

Wyatt Forrester,
son of Emily
Howell Fisher '02

Anne Czechanski Kneeland is a new mom to baby
Tess. While on maternity leave, she and her husband
took Tess across country in their camper, traveling
from Maine to Montana and back. Baby Tess has seen
Niagara Falls, Mt. Rushmore, the Mall of America,
glaciers, prairie dogs, the Great Lakes, and the 34 peaks
of Acadia National Park.

Claire Hopkins joined Kforce Government Solutions,
Inc. (KGS), as a project manager at the end of 2017. She
celebrated two years living in Richmond in October 2018.
Patricia Webb and her husband, Troy, welcomed
fraternal twin girls in July, Aeris George Galang
and Zelda Marie Galang. Merritt Allaun is the lucky
godmother. Patti is especially thankful for all of the
advice and encouragement she received from Carter
Fitch ’02, Dwann Cutler ’01, and Beth Crowther
Angle ’97. Nell Hammack ’54 is now a first-time greatgrandmother. Patti also celebrated her 10-year work
anniversary at Stylus Publishing in February.

Patricia Webb
’03 with her twin
daughters, Aeris
and Zelda

2004
Allison Skelton and her husband just purchased a
1730s house in Hanover, Virginia. They are settling in
well with their two-year-old daughter, Kate, and their
two pups.

Tess, daughter of
Anne Kneeland '02

(L to R) Blair Passagualuppi '08, Bowdre Fortson '08,
and Cameron Sgroi '00
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Chelsea Duncan recently celebrated her seventh
year working for the University of West Georgia. She
enjoys working as an academic advisor and spends
most of her days meeting with students. Her husband,
Dan, is now the Deputy Chief of Operations for the
Georgia Department of Agriculture. He has been with
the department for eight years now. Their son, Jack, is
seven years old and is in second grade. He continues to

play on his travel baseball team and also enjoys fishing
and hunting. Their daughter, Vivian, is two years old and
adores her big brother. In May, Anna Elizabeth Reed
came to visit, and they were able to check off an item
on their bucket list, seeing the Dave Matthews Band in
concert together. They had a blast!

Ligon Brooks Paleczny and her husband, Ryan,
welcomed their daughter, Sally Corbin, in April 2019.
Sarah Brooks ’79 is a very happy grandmother.

Sarah Brooks ’79 with
new granddaughter,
Sally Corbin, daughter
of Ligon Brooks
Paleczny ’07

(L to R) Dan and Chelsea
Duncan '04 with Anna Reed '04

Allison Santos and her husband, Carter, welcomed a
baby girl, Caroline, in December 2017. They are loving
every minute!

Caroline, daughter
of Allison Santos ’04
and husband, Carter.

Shahar McSalters purchased her first home in Elkridge,
Maryland. She officially launched Events By ShaharAlina,
LLC., an event planning and design company in the DC
metro area. She earned her MBA from the University of
Maryland University College (UMUC) in December 2018.

2009
Lucia Mangano has been really busy. She and her
husband got engaged in May 2017, so most of 2017 and
2018 were spent planning a wedding and celebrating a
new beginning! They got married in June 2018. Sarah
McClellan ’08 and Jill Slinger Reece were two of her
bridesmaids. Lucia could not have been more excited to
have them standing next to her on their big day. She and
Antonio took a two-week honeymoon to St. Lucia and
Atlantis in the Bahamas. It was an incredible experience!
They are enjoying married life with their dog, Angus.

Rhianna Partonen married the girl of her dreams.
Michelle Ruff left the corporate world last spring
after nearly six years of underwriting equine insurance
products at Markel Insurance and joined the family
business, Nature Works, Inc. Nature Works specializes
in alternative onsite waste-water treatment, realizing
the need to preserve our precious water resources. The
company is based in the Northern Neck, but she and
her husband still live in Richmond. Although she does
not currently own a horse, she remains very active in
dressage, teaching students and training horses for
others.
Mary Beth DeLoache Zaehringer got married in July
2018 and still lives in Raleigh, North Carolina.

Lucia Mangano with
her new husband

2010
Alexandra Coleman recently graduated with her
master’s degree in social work, clinical behavioral health
from the University of Maryland. She is now working
as a therapist at an outpatient mental health clinic that
mostly serves children and adolescents with behavioral
and emotional disabilities. She wishes she were married,
but right now she is okay with just having a cat!

2005
Jessica Randhawa migrated and rebranded her food
blog from Coffee & Crayons to The Forked Spoon.
If any alumnae are looking for fresh, family-friendly
recipes for themselves or family, please stop in to
say hello. If any alumnae work in marketing and find
yourself in need of a food photographer or content
creator, Jessica would love to chat!

A photo of apple pear
sangria by Jessica Randhawa
’05 for her food blog

2007
Keri Cusick is a family services specialist, also known
as a social worker, in Northumberland County. In April
2018 she and her husband, Phillip, bought their first
home in Callao, Virginia. In May they adopted their dog,
Ranger, from the Westmoreland County shelter. She
and Philip married in October 2018.

Keri Cusick ’07
and her new
husband, Phillip.

Laura Fischer lives in Lexington, Kentucky, where
she is currently an assistant professor in integrated
strategic communication at the University of Kentucky.
After marrying Kyle Fischer, she finished her PhD in
agricultural communications and moved to Lexington
to teach graphic design.
Erika Gibson is finishing up her MA in war and
society, an interdisciplinary history program at
Chapman University. In the last year she has traveled
internationally to present her work on Thomas
Jefferson, and she fulfilled her dream of becoming a
published Jefferson scholar. Her article, “Frenchified:
French Food and Salon Culture in Jefferson’s
White House,” was published in Food Studies: An
Interdisciplinary Journal. Erika is currently applying to
law schools and PhD programs and jokes that she has
gotten really good at being a career student!
Rachel Franklin Neal and her husband, Taylor Neal,
were married in July 2015 and now reside in Richmond.
Rachel is a clinical coordinator, RN, for a cardiac
stepdown unit at Chippenham Hospital. She currently
holds her bachelor’s of science in psychology from
Radford University, associate’s of science in nursing with
J. Sargeant Reynolds, and is due to graduate from Old
Dominion University with her bachelor’s of science in
nursing in spring 2019. Her husband, Taylor, is currently
working as a project manager for Hourigan Construction.

Rachel Franklin Neal ’07
and her husband, Taylor

Alexandra Coleman
with Dr. Richard
Barth, Dean at the
University of Maryland
School of Social Work

Mary Beth DeLoache Zaehringer ’07 with her new husband

2008		
Ann ‘Bowdre’ Fortson came back to her roots by the
river last summer as the Associate Director of Admission
alongside fellow alumna, Cameron Sgori ’00. She is
thrilled to be back on campus and is eager to spread the
word about St. Margaret’s. She travels often and would
love to meet you on the road for coffee, lunch, or
dinner. Before coming back to Tappahannock, Bowdre
served as Assistant Director of Admission, Director of
Admission Alumnae Engagement at Wofford College
where she also graduated in 2012. When she is not
on the road for St. Margaret’s, Bowdre enjoys days on
the river with fellow alums Blair Passaguluppi, Kate
Passaguluppi ’13 , and Mary Catherine Sargeant.
Additionally, she loves it when her aunt, Martha Frances
Ayers Fortson ’65 comes to town to enjoy oysters and
trade their St. Margaret’s stories.
Megan Lynch is seeking her graduate degree at
Vanderbilt University in severe disabilities and applied
behavior analysis. She considers herself blessed by
having the opportunity to work with children diagnosed
with a developmental or intellectual disability every day
and to witness the growth made by those she serves.
Her current research focus is social engagement
in toddlers with a recent autism spectrum disorder
diagnosis. Her main academic and clinical interests
include using empirically based behavior analytical
techniques to decrease maladaptive behavior and
increase prosocial, adaptive behaviors in children with
an intellectual or developmental disability.
Mary Catherine Sargeant completed her master's
in healthcare administration (MHA) last spring at the
Medical University of South Carolina (MUSC). After
10 years in beautiful Charleston, South Carolina, she
moved to Charlotte, North Carolina, where she works
for Deloitte as a healthcare consultant supporting both
life science and provider organizations. She hopes to
see lots of familiar faces at Alumnae Weekend in May!

Emily Wilson celebrated three years as the Assistant
Tasting Room Manager for Trump Winery in
Charlottesville last August. She also purchased her first
home this year in July, a condominium, in her beloved
hometown in Charlottesville.

2011
Nichole Kennedy is back at SMS as a faculty member
working in the Wheat Center and in the History
Department. She lives on campus with her dog, Rainy,
and spends her summer as an assistant camp director
in Kilmarnock, Virginia.

2012
Virginia Sawyer graduated from the College of William
and Mary with a master’s of education in couples,
marriage, and family counseling.

2015
Marilyn Orcutt is Secretary of the Board of Directors for
the Mid-Atlantic Equitation Festival (MAEF). This year will
be her third year working on the event and operations
team during the show, and she continues to ride
and show horses competitively. Marilyn received her
South Carolina real estate license, joined the National
Association of Realtors, and has a position with ERA
Wilder Realty in Lexington, South Carolina. She still
attends the University of South Carolina, where she is
working on a master's degree in retail management and
is part of the College of Hospitality, Retail, and Sports
Entertainment Management research team conducting
a study on the economic impact of the equine industry
in South Carolina

Marilyn Orcutt ’15
and Elmo placed
sixth in the National
Hunter Derby.

Deceased Alumnae
Mary Catherine
Sargeant ’08

Anne Dickson Waldrop '41
Anne McCorkle Smith '47
Catherine Barnes Williams '42
Linda Travis Osburn '59
Jean F. Engle '48
Edith H. Hottel Petty '57
Joyce Gladding Thomas '47
Diana D. Carr '67

December 2, 2017
December 3, 2017
January 20, 2018
April 12, 2018
April 28, 2018
June 4, 2018
June 29, 2018
October 17, 2018
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Working to Support St. Margaret’s
Dr. Kristina Bethea
Odejemi ’02 is “honored to
work at a place that gave me
so much.” In her role as Dean
of Students, she says she has
the “opportunity to impact the
lives of young girls, which is
pretty remarkable.”

On graduation day we laugh, we cry, and go our
separate ways. We stay in touch with our SMS
sisters and occasionally come back for reunions.
Few thought we would ever work for the school.
Yet, we now have fourteen alumnae who are
SMS staff, teaching, running study hall, working as
hall adults, counseling students, and supporting
admissions, athletics, communications, and other
aspects of school life.
While we are from different classes and in different
stages of our lives, we have one thing in common:
we feel a strong connection to St. Margaret’s and
want to give back by putting our experience and
skill to work supporting the school’s mission of
educating girls for success in life.
Bette Jones Albert ’68 is
dedicated to giving back to
the school that “gave me so
much.” She volunteers with the
Office of Development, is the
Alumnae Association's Golden
Thistle Chair, and serves on the
Board of Governors.
St. Margaret’s is a welcoming
place for families of staff, and
with a young daughter who is
frequently on campus, Brittany
Walker Bumgarner ’02 says,
“Returning to SMS has been a
great experience, personally
and professionally.” An R.N. and
our school nurse, she says, “I
look forward to teaching the
students in the classroom this
year in Women's Health.”

Lesley Newman '99, Director
of our International Program,
says, "My career in international
education has taken me
around the world. I've lived and
worked in countries where our
current international students
come from. I was drawn to
bring that experience back to
campus."

“Key people were integral to
my success, and I love that
I am able to pay it forward.”

“Campus life is active, and I
love the girls’ energy,” says
Director of Communication
and Marketing, Patricia
Brincefield ’71. “Their curiosity
and intelligence inspires me to
stay open, and it surprises me
how much fun it is being back
at SMS.”

– Dr. Kristina Bethea Odejemi ’02
For Ann Bowdre Fortson
’08, working at SMS means
continuing a tradition of
helping young women
become their best. She took
a position as the Associate
Director of Admission and
will step up to Director of
Enrollment in July. Fortson
sees girls grow and thrive here and is witness to the
lasting value of a St. Margaret’s education. “Every
student leaves SMS with a sense of themselves, a
sense of purpose, a strong voice, and a sisterhood
that will be with them forever,” she says.

In addition to these alumnae, the following
also work at the school: Science Department
Head, Sara Brooks ’79; Artist-in-Residence,
Catherine Chappell ’12; History Teacher, Nichole
Kennedy ’11; Hall Adult, Kim Papanicolaou ’79;
English teacher, Rebecca Parker ’11; Director of
Enrollment, Cameron Sgroi ’00; and Director of
Athletics, Cynthia Walker ’99. Plus, we are truly
grateful to our dedicated alumnae who serve on the
Board of Governors and the Alumnae Association
Board. SMS alumnae are the best!
Please check Employment
Opportunities at sms.org for
current position openings.

Class Agents
Class Agent

Class Email

Class Agent

Class Email

Mrs. Carter Greene Houck Holt

‘41

larkspurgh@aol.com

Mrs. Margaret Ellen Tompkins Asbell

‘88

Mrs. Anne Loving Lawler

‘42

all225@embarqmail.com

Ms. Elaine Green

‘90

Mrs. Frances Elizabeth Earnest Bussells

‘44

Ms. Mary Catherine Boyd

‘90

cathyb.key@gmail.com

Mrs. Martha Merz Horlebein

‘51

The Rev. Sarah Anne Wood

‘91

sarah.wood.anne@gmail.com

Mrs. Adella Adkins Watlington

‘52

Ms. Meghan M. Neely Sanoff

‘91

meghan.sanoff@gmail.com

Mrs. Jean Winslow Craig

‘55

jeanwin27@gmail.com

Mrs. Catherine Tanner-Stuber

‘92

mcts@bellsouth.net

margoose31@yahoo.com

Mrs. Virginia Wickham Hayes

‘56

mvwh97@gmail.com

Ms. Nicole Louise Hartsock

‘93

nickie2120@yahoo.com

Mrs. Patricia Smith Pheris

‘57

psp66@verizon.net

Ms. Karen Jodi Carpenter

‘94

kjkturtle@gmail.com

Mrs. Jennifer Wilson Green

‘58

tandjgreen@aol.com

Ms. Elizabeth Stuart Halberstadt

‘94

eshalberstadt@yahoo.com

‘95

mcbride.leslie@gmail.com

Mrs. Mary Douglas Heinrich Erikson

‘59

mderikson5128@hotmail.com

Mrs. Leslie Nicole McBride Payne

Mrs. Jane Hedgpeth Wells

‘60

bojawells@mac.com

Ms. Kathryn Mae Porter

‘96

porter.katie@gmail.com

Mrs. Virginia Walker Shelor

‘61

bshelor@mac.com

Mrs. Elizabeth Michael Crowther Angle

‘97

bethcrowtherangle@gmail.com

Mrs. Kathy Pollard Wood

‘62

Mrs. Christina H. Spain

‘97

cspain@hcps.us

Mrs. Mary Biggers Fauteux

‘63

mbfauteux@gmail.com

Mrs. Jennifer Christian Fauteux Eberline ‘98

jeneberline@gmail.com

Mrs. Mimi Allen Hernandez

‘64

mimih2840@yahoo.com

Mrs. Anne Worthington Aycock

‘99

anneaycock1@gmail.com

Mrs. Mary Emery Leipertz

‘00

mleipertz@gmail.com

Mrs. Finley Jones Keller

‘65

finley@kellerfarmskritters.com

Mrs. Nancy Forsyth Sykes

‘66

nfsykes103@gmail.com

Mrs. Susan Burrows Bailey

‘67

Ms. Bette Jones Albert

‘68

Mrs. Sally Brydon Booth

Ms. Dwann E. Cutler

‘01

Dwann.Cutler@gmail.com

Mrs. Elizabeth Carter Holloway Fitch

‘02

ecfitch@gmail.com

balbert@smsapps.org

Ms. Rachelle Diane Slotnick

‘02

slotnick.rachelle@gmail.com

‘68

sallybbooth@icloud.com

Mrs. Patricia Anne Webb

‘03

coxswainpatti@gmail.com

Ms. Mary Gwathmey Michaux

‘69

gwaffie05@gmail.com

Ms. Claire Townsend Hopkins

‘03

clayah@gmail.com

Mrs. Mary Anne Townsend Hopkins

‘69

maryanne.hopkins@gmail.com

Mrs. Allison Leigh Smith Santos

‘04

allisonleighsantos@gmail.com

Ms. Elizabeth Terry Long

‘70

terrylong@verizon.net

Miss Susannah Hastings Orem Jones

‘05

Ms. Cecilia Brown

‘71

ccbzanoni@gmail.com

Ms. Brooke Marie Shafer

‘06

shaferbm@dukes.jmu.edu

Mrs. Jennifer Little Setterstrom

‘72

jennsett@verizon.net

Mrs. Michelle Hummel Burch Ruff

‘07

mhb5x@virginia.edu

Mrs. Cheryl Brayford Swajkoski

‘73

mski_mom@yahoo.com

Ms. Mary Catherine Sargeant

‘08

marycatherine@sargeants.net

Mrs. Christine Glascock Bodendorf

‘73

bodendorf1276@yahoo.com

Ms. Ann Bowdre Fortson

‘08

fortsonAB@wofford.edu

Mrs. Elizabeth Hall Hargrove

‘73

f.hargrovejr@comcast.net

Ms. Caroline Starling Rollins

‘09

Mrs. Jane Bowman Fain

‘74

fain3779@gmail.com

Ms. Florence Adele Snyder

‘09

snyderflorence1@gmail.com

Ms. Ann C. Peck

‘75

acpeck@cox.net

Miss Linh Huynh Tuong Tran

‘10

linhhttran16@gmail.com

Ms. Deborah L. Northern

‘76

dlnorthern@hotmail.com

Miss Cabell M. Edmunds

‘10

cabellmarie@gmail.com

Mrs. Wendy Adcock Charlton

‘78

wchar39@yahoo.com

Ms. Nichole Leah Kennedy

‘11

nicholekennedy2015@gmail.com

Ms. Cyane D. Williams

‘79

cyaned24@yahoo.com

Ms. Rebecca Ashley Parker

‘11

rparker@smsapps.org

Mrs. Elaine R Flack Garner

‘81

snookspool@aol.com

Miss Miatta Kingg

‘12

mkingg12@gmail.com

Mrs. Mary Miller Gentry

‘81

mary@marygentry.com

Miss Isis Monique Daniel

‘13

Mrs. Meg Stewart Mason

‘82

megmason63@gmail.com

Miss Tiffany Sierra Sutton

‘13

tsutton2@mail.umw.edu

Ms. Patricia Coffey Turrentine

‘83

Coffeyturrentine@gmail.com

Ms. Elizabeth Latane McCarthy

‘13

elizabeth.mccarthy@live.longwood.edu

Mrs. Mary Katherine Straughan Kienzle

‘84

mkienzle2003@comcast.net

Ms. Meghann Marie Dintino

‘14

meghanndintino@gmail.com

Professor Kimberly Harris McInnis

‘85

khmcinnis@bellsouth.net

Ms. Peyton Glenn Scott

‘14

Mrs. Margaret White Forsberg

‘86

mw.forsberg@gmail.com

Miss Emma Virginia Krusz

‘16

Dr. Amy Taylor Avery

‘87

amywillitscrnp@icloud.com
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evkrusz@email.msmary.edu

A Student’s Reflection on Female Leadership Girls THRIVE in a
to which they responded with grace and courage
Postgraduate Year
in changing it.

Senior Jaden Ellis
'20, our student
Head of Chapel

Among our long-held traditions at St. Margaret’s
are regular Chapel Talks given by students. This
year, our student head of chapel, Jaden Ellis ’20,
shared thoughts on female empowerment:
Female empowerment is important, not only in an
all-girls’ school, but in every area of life. While St.
Margaret’s instills in us confidence, responsibility,
intellectual honesty, respect, self-motivation,
engagement, and flexibility, we may also learn
these core values from women in history.
Let us first start with
Agnodice. In 400 B.C.
Greece, Agnodice became
and performed as a
gynecologist. At this time,
women were hanged for
practicing medicine, yet
Agnodice paved the way as
one of the first impactful
women ever recorded in
history.

Eleanor Roosevelt once said, “A woman is like a
tea bag—you never know how strong she is until
she gets in hot water.” Over and over, women have
been underestimated. Now, as this continues to
happen in the business world, social world, and
almost any other place a woman finds herself,
she may use the underestimation of others to her
advantage. While those who underestimate you
are judging you, do something amazing. Blow their
minds; change their perspective.

Increasingly, high school graduates are
considering the value of enrolling in a
postgraduate year before they go to college.
The benefits range from providing students the
opportunity to explore their interests and find
their passion to having more time to strengthen
their organization and study skills or gain
internship experience that will position them
better to succeed.

Other women who changed someone’s mindset
through strong leadership appear in the Bible.
Esther was a Jewish woman to whom King Xerxes
was attracted. However, Xerxes did not know that
Esther was Jewish. Xerxes oppressed and killed
many other Jewish people, including Esther’s
cousin Mordecai, but Esther stood before him,
using her favor to persuade him to spare her and
her fellow Jews. Esther’s brave act saved the entire
Jewish race.
These historic women used what power that they
possessed to their advantage. Beginning with our
founding mothers of equity,
these women’s engagement
and persistence for
women’s rights and equality
shaped our world today.

"In the future, there
will be no female
leaders. There will
just be leaders."

You, too, can shape the
future through your actions.
There are many more steps
to be taken on the road to
—Sheryl Sandberg
equity and respect. Women
like you require initiative
and drive to pave this road
Another woman who advocated for women’s
to equity. Accept the challenges in your life; do
education, Sor Juana Ines de la Cruz of Mexico,
not set them aside. Do not push down your fellow
defended women’s education in 1691, by
women in order to further yourself. It will not
proclaiming, “one can perfectly well philosophize
work. We are strongest together.
while cooking supper.” Sor Juana Ines de la Cruz
“A candle loses nothing by lighting another
was a nun and celebrated woman writer, and she
candle.” There is room in this world for every
still appears on Mexican currency today.
woman leader. St. Margaret’s is a garden in which
In Japan, Raicho Hiratsuka co-founded a literary
strong, female leaders grow. You have come to
journal in 1911, becoming the first Japanese literary the right place. Like our scripture reading, women
journal run only by women. A Guatemalan woman radiate strength and dignity. Women are strong
named Rigoberta Menchu was the first indigenous by nature. Our bodies are made to make and
person, male or female, to ever win the Nobel
carry life. Women are dignified. We have respect
Peace Prize. In 1960, during Guatemala’s Civil War, for ourselves and for others. We are honorable
she campaigned for social justice and indigenous
people.
rights. In 2006, she co-founded an organization
A great woman sees strength in others, but more
named Nobel Women’s Initiative to increase
importantly her own strength. Use it. Take action
women’s work on peace, justice, and equality.
everyday toward your goals of bettering the world,
Every situation here required a strong female
even if it is as small as a kind word to a friend or
leader to initiate change in their communities.
as large as your imagination takes you. Before you
Each of these women embodied our
know it, you are changing the world.
organizational values here at St. Margaret’s. They
each found inequality embedded in their country,

Behold the
Power of One
Results
With our mascot Scottie working hard to
keep everyone motivated, Our Power of
One Week of Giving was a great success
this year. We are excited to report we
received 458 gifts that helped us raise
$103,802! Thank you to all the donors for
your incredible generosity. We appreciate
your support.

SMS Interim College Counselor Bruce Hunter
has seen students grow, mature, and blossom in
many ways during a postgraduate year. He was
a college admissions officer early in his career
at the University of Richmond where he says he
was “always impressed with the commitment of
students to take full advantage of what a PG year
could offer them academically to sharpen their
skills and be that much better prepared for their
college experience.”

According to Hunter, young men historically
have taken PG years to develop their athletics
and academic skills. Now he notes, “more young
women and a growing number of girls' schools
are realizing the benefits that a postgraduate year
can provide."
St. Margaret’s sees the value of this opportunity
and is offering a postgraduate year for girls to
THRIVE beyond high school in a program that
will help them in college and life.
THRIVE gives postgraduate students a structured
year to be part of St. Margaret’s diverse, inclusive
community with other girls from across the
country and around the world. Here they will
be encouraged to be themselves, build strong
relationships, explore and try new things, and
if they are ready, take college-level courses for
credit. They will also be supported in developing
leadership skills and challenged to put them in
practice by becoming role models and school
leaders.
St. Margaret’s is currently accepting applications
for the 2019–2020 year where girls can THRIVE
in its postgraduate program.

Consider a girl you know who is
graduating from high school but
may not be ready for college.

500 Gifts
in 7 Days!

If thriving at St. Margaret’s in
a postgraduate year seems to
be a good opportunity for her,
please refer her to our Office of
Admission at admit@sms.org.
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Young Alums
Return to Campus

Marilyn Orcutt '15

(L to R) Alexandria "Lexie" Robinson '15 and Saetbyull Park '17

(L to R) Heather McMahon '18, Shannon Greenspon '18,
and Danielle Hamilton '18

(Top, L to R) Saetbyull Park '17, Marilyn Orcutt '15, Catherine
Chappell '12, and Danielle Hamilton '18. (Bottom, L to R)
Alexandria "Lexie" Robinson '15, Shannon Greenspon '18,
and Heather McMahon '18

In January, a group of young alumnae
from the classes of 2015–2018 returned
to campus to see dear friends and share
their college experiences with their Scottie
sisters. An alumnae panel spoke candidly at
an all-school session on a range of topics
from how St. Margaret’s prepared them
for college and deciding on a major to
what they wear to class. We appreciated
our alums’ commitment to helping current
students gain insight into university life. They
also shot selfie video testimonials about
their St. Margaret’s experience that are being
shared on social media to help us attract
prospective students. Thanks, Scotties!

Contact the Alumnae Office
Stephen Warwick Davenport
Director of Development
804.443.3357 x3010
sdavenpo@sms.org

MONTHLY ALUMNAE
NEWSLETTER
Since July 2017, Mary Ann Townsend Hopkins
has been providing a short newsletter via
email to help alumnae stay in touch with
the school and fellow alumnae. To be sure
you and your friends receive the latest news,
please contact Gloria Hauger at
ghauger@sms.org with updated emails
and contact information.

Joycelyn B. Blizzard, CFRE
Director of Alumnae Relations
804.443.3357 x3014
jblizzard@sms.org

STAY UP-TO-DATE ON
SCOTTIE SOCIAL MEDIA
Please help us build our social media
networks. Like, follow SMS, and share our
posts, and consider sending us a video
testimonial about your experience here to
help us promote the school. Send your video
to alum@sms.org.

Gloria Hauger
Development Office Administrator
804.443.3357 x3016
ghauger@sms.org

YOUR GIFT
MEANS SO MUCH
The fiscal year ends on June 30, 2019.
Please make your Annual Fund gift to St.
Margaret’s and be counted among this
year’s supporters. To make your donation
online, go to sms.org/giving or mail a check
payable to St. Margaret’s School, P.O. Box 158,
Tappahannock, VA 22560.

