
Independent School District #624 

White Bear Lake Area Schools 

Facility Planning Committee 

Community Spaces Study Committee 

DRAFT November 7, 2018 
 

Comm. No. 9999 

 

Activities, Athletics and Fine Arts 

Summary Memo 
 

Activities and Athletics: 

 Current available indoor facilities: 

o 17 Gymnasiums - 10 Elementary, 7 Secondary 

 5 Tile Floor Gyms & 12 Wood Floor Gyms 

o High School regulation gyms in District 

 3 at secondary schools 

 4 at elementary schools 

 Current available outdoor facilities: 

o 1 Turfed Stadium Field at South 

o 5 Practice soccer fields (3 at South, 2 at North) 

 Becomes 2 practice lacrosse fields at South in Spring 

o 3 Practice football fields (2 at South, 1 at North) 

o 1 Grass Stadium Field at District Center (Price) 

 Number of High School activities/sports and participation: 

o 36 MSHSL Sponsored Activities 

o 35 School Sponsored Clubs and Activities 

o Historical participation:  

 1983-84: 21 Sports; 1,336 Participants  

o Present Day participation:  

 2017-18: 33 sports; 1,545 Participants 

o 12 additional sports create more stress on our facilities  

o Additional extra-curricular activities not in place in 1983-84 

 Community Services & Recreation usage: 

o Elementary Schools - Use of Facilities 

 M-F before school - 6:30 am - 9:00 am 

 M-F after school - 3:50 pm - 6:00 pm 

 Recreation programming & Community use - 6:00 pm - 9:00 pm 

o Secondary Schools - Use of Facilities 

 Very limited use at South Campus 

 Middle School sports 3:15 pm - 5:30 pm 

 Community use after middle school sports 

 Deficiencies & Creativity:  

o Gymnastics - No Specific Gymnastics Gym 

o Dance - No Dance Studio 

o Cheer - No designated space 

o Archery - No designated space 

o Wrestling - Not enough space, must move for competition 



 

 

o Gymnastics and Wrestling Home Competitions (6 gym, 7 wre, 3 both) Gym space shortage in 

spring and winter 

o Ultimate Frisbee - Gym Space and Field space needed 

o Multiple campus school - Daily shuttle buses going between all of our facilities 

o Hockey - off site facility 

o Swimming - off site facility 

 Issues Summary: 

o Population growing = More need for learning spaces 

o Associations limited on growth due to access to spaces 

o Creative scheduling can only disguise a need for so long 

o Our own programs not developing due to space limitations 

o Locker rooms over capacity in fall and spring (girls and boys) 

o Shortage of indoor and outdoor practice space means teams do not get the practice time they 

need  

 

Fine Arts 

 Current available facilities:  

o 4 secondary schools, 3 performing arts spaces 

 Issues Summary: 

o Sunrise lacks performance space  

 Transport students to performing art spaces, loss of class time, cost for bus 

 Little rehearsal time on stage 

 Gym is only large group meeting space during the school day which takes away Phy Ed. 

Time 

o Growing Orchestra program - current 5-8 grades, adding grade each year 

 Many buildings in the District do not have appropriate space for this program  

o Recent investments:  

 District Community Theater improvements 2003 

 HS theaters renovated 2012 

 South is mainly lecture/recital hall 

 North - no climate control 

o All theaters do not have green room or set construction space 

o Theater space used for large meetings as other meeting space not available 

o Major demand on performance spaces in December, January, May 

 Creative scheduling (overlapping events) 

o Limited on outside events due to the demand of our spaces 


