GROTON BOARD OF EDUCATION
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
MONDAY, MAY 13, 2019
6:00 P.M.

CENTRAL OFFICE, ROOM 11

Mission Statement
Our mission is teaching and learning.

Board Goals
1. Provide Dynamic Rigorous Curriculum.
2. Ensure Effective and Engaging Instruction.
3. Embrace Excellent Learning Environment.

AGENDA
Call to Order
BoE Regular Business
a. Approval of the COW minutes of April 8, 2019 (Attachment #1)
b. Approval of the Special COW minutes of April 29, 2019 (Attachment #2)
Transition K program proposal (Attachment #3)
Collaboration between Grasso Tech and FHS

Suggested Future Topics

Adjournment

NEXT C.0.W. MEETING: May 20, 2019



Attachment #1

GROTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS
GROTON, CONNECTICUT
(*Attachments are available upon request from the Superintendent’s Office.)

Committee of the Whole April 8, 2019

A Committee of the Whole of the Groton Boatd of Education was held on April 8, 2019 in Room 11 of the
School Administration Building,

1L CALL TO ORDER
‘The meeting was called to order by Dr. Andrea Ackerman, Vice Chairperson, at 6:05 p.m.
PRESENT ABSENT

Dr. Andrea Ackerman, Vice Chairpetson Mrs. Kim Shepardson Watson, Chairperson
Mrs. Jane Giulini

Mrs. Katrina Fitzgerald

Mrs. Gretchen Newsome

Mrs. Rosemary Robertson

Mzts. Rita Volkmann

M. Jay Weitlauf

Mrs. Lee White

Dr. Michael Granet, Supetintendent of Schools

Ms. Susan Austin, Assistant Superintendent of Schools
M. Sam Kilpatrick, Director of Buildings and Grounds
Mr. Ken Knight, Business Manager

Mr. Daniel Gaiewski, Student Representative

1. Approval of Minutes of March 18, 2019

MOTION: White, Volkmann: To approve the minutes of March 18, 2019.
PASSED — UNANIMOUSLY

2.  Update regarding the Middle School Magnet lottety ptocess

Kathy Wilson noted that this was the second year of using the School Mint lottery process. After the
drawing was held parents received a text requesting theit acceptance or decline of selected school. She
noted that enrollment has balanced out at the two schools. LEARN was happy with Groton’s progress
and that we used the pathways. She stated that Open Houses were held for parents.

3. Special Education Update [ATTACHMENTS #1]

Denise Doolittle gave an overview of data delineated statewide, district, and DRG of special education
in Groton.
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4. Discussion of remedial setvices at the middle school level [ATTACHMENTS #2, 3]

Jamal Davis, Assistant Principal at WSM, and Peter Bass, Principal at CMS, gave an overview of
remedial services at their tespective schools.

5. Science Task Force Update

Carol Marsiglio gave an ovetview of the work of the Science Task Force. She noted that Professional
Development was a big focus. Professional Development has helped in the development of cutticulum.
A second Task Force meeting is being set up. Thete will be a summer STEM the week of June 24,
2019 with a full day of camp held at CB that is supported through a grant.

Mrs. Newsome left at 7:10 p.m.

6. Discussion of winter literacy assessments [ATTACHMENT #4]

Susan Austin reviewed the elementaty reading progress as measured by Fountas & Pinnell Literacy
levels.

7. Update regarding After School Enrichment Programs [ATTACHMENT #5]
Susan Austin reviewed the after school entichment programs disttictwide.

8. Suggested Future Topics
NONE

9. Adjournment

MOTION: Robertson, Weitlauf: To adjourn at 7:48 p.m.
PASSED — UNANIMOUSLY
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WSSMMS SRBI Grid

Level Level Level
Core Strategic/Targeted el
Focus Focus e

For all students

For students (non-SPED) who
have been identified with
reading/mathematical
difficulties, and who have not
responded to Tier 1 efforts

For students (non-SPED) with
persistent reading/mathematical
difficulties who do not make
sufficient progress in Tier 2, or
who require more intensive
intervention than Tier 2 can
provide

Curriculum

Core curriculum based on
rigorous standards and scientific
instructional practices and
strategies

Curriculum

Small-group instruction designed
to develop and/or strengthen
grade-level skills that promote
academic growth of students
with reading/mathematical
difficulties

Curriculum

Individualized instruction in
foundational skills; scientifically
based reading/mathematical
program(s) emphasizing
individual needs

Grouping

Heterogeneous instruction with
whole class and flexible groups

Grouping

Homogeneous or Heterogeneous
instruction provided within class
sizes of 10-12

Grouping

Homogeneous small-group
instruction (4-6 students)

Time

All day, cross-curricular

Time

50 minutes every other day for
45-60 days

Time

Two 50 minutes every other day
for 60-90 days

Assessment

Formal and summative
assessments as welf as SBAC
Interim assessments

Assessment

Progress monitoring with
informal Curriculum Based
Measurements (CBMs) on target
skills to ensure adequate
progress and learning every 2—4
weeks; formal progress
monitoring (e.g. SBAC Interim)
about every 4-6 weeks

Assessment

Diagnostic assessment to
determine the focus and pacing
of instruction; progress
monitoring with informal CBMs
on target skills to ensure
adequate progress and learning
every other week; formal
progress monitoring (e.g. SBAC
Interim) about every 4-6 weeks

Interventionist

Core Teacher

Interventionist

Core Teacher, Coach and Tutor

Interventionist

Coach and Tutor

Setting

Core Classroom

Setting
SRBI Classroom

Setting

Pull-out, intervention classroom

{\
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School
Catherine Kolnaski Magnet School
Catherine Kolnaski Magnet School
Catherine Kolnaski Magnet School
Catherine Kolnaski Magnet School
Catherine Kolnaski Magnet School
Catherine Kolnaski Magnet School
Catherine Kolnaski Magnet School
Catherine Kolnaski Magnet School
Catherine Kolnaski Magnet School
Catherine Kolnaski Magnet School
Catherine Kolnaski Magnet School
Catherine Kolnaski Magnet School
Catherine Kolnaski Magnet School
Catherine Kolnaski Magnet School
Catherine Kolnaski Magnet School
Catherine Kolnaski Magnet Schoo!
Charles Barnum Elementary School
Charles Barnum Elementary School
Charles Barnum Elementary School
Charles Barnum Elementary School
Charles Barnum Elementary School
Charles Barnum Elementary School
Charles Barnum Elementary School
Charles Barnum Elementary School
Charles Barnum Elementary School
Charles Barnum Elementary School
Charles Barnum Elementary School
Charles Barnum Elementary School
Charles Barnum Elementary School
Charles Barnum Elementary School
Charles Barnum Elementary School
Charles Barnum Elementary School
Charles Barnum Elementary School
Charles Barnum Elementary School
Charles Barnum Elementary School
Charles Barnum Efementary School

Claude Chester Elementary School

Attachment #5
Elementary Enrichment Programs FY 19

Session
Fall
Fall
Fall
Fall
Spring
Spring
Spring
Spring
Spring
Spring
Spring
Spring
Winter
Winter
Winter
Winter
Fall
Fall
Fall
Fall
Spring
Spring
Spring
Spring
Spring
Spring
Spring
Spring
Spring
Winter
Winter
Winter
Winter
Winter
Winter
Winter

Fall

Enrichment Activity
Fall Fitness

Kindness and Community Service
Lego Robotics Team
STEM and Stories

Chess Club

Chess Club

Ecology Warriors - Upper Grades
Ecology Warriors - Lower Grades
CK Explorers - Group 1

CK Explorers - Group 2
Handchimes

STEM

3D Printing

Green Screen

Math Games
STEM/Coding

Barnum Bird Watchers
Hiking Club

Hiking Club

Sprout Scouts

Art Club

Crazy 8's

Game Club

Hiking Club

Hiking Club

Jazz Band

Life is Good Teambuilding
Life is Good Teambuilding
Origami Club

Cubing Club

Fiddle Club

Hiking Club

Hiking Club

indoor Soccer

Jazz Band

Sports Club

Book Club

Funding Source
Operations
Operations

Title 1

DoDEA Literacy Grant
Operations
Operations
Operations
Operations

Title |

Title |

Title |

Title |

Operations
Operations
Operations

Title 1
Operations
Operations
Operations
Operations
Operations
DoDEA Math Grant
Volunteer
Operations
Operations
Operations
Operations
Operations
DoDEA Math Grant
Operations
Operations
Operations
Operations
Volunteer
Operations
Qperations

DoDEA Literacy Grant



School

Claude Chester Elementary School
Claude Chester Elementary Schoo!
Claude Chester Elementary School
Claude Chester Elementary School
Claude Chester Elementary School
Claude Chester Elementary School
Claude Chester Elementary School
Claude Chester Elementary School
Claude Chester Elementary School
Claude Chester Elementary School
Claude Chester Elementary School
Claude Chester Elementary School
Claude Chester Elementary School
Claude Chester Elementary School
Claude Chester Elementary School
Claude Chester Elementary School
Mary Morrisson Elementary School
Mary Morrisson Elementary School
Mary Morrisson Elementary School
Mary Morrisson Elementary School
Mary Morrisson Elementary School
Mary Morrisson Elementary School
Mary Morrisson Elementary School
Mary Morrisson Elementary School
Mary Morrisson Elementary School
Mary Morrisson Elementary School
Northeast Academy

Northeast Academy

Northeast Academy

Northeast Academy

Northeast Academy

Northeast Academy

Northeast Academy

Northeast Academy

Northeast Academy

Northeast Academy

Northeast Academy

Elementary Enrichment Programs FY 19

Session
Fall
Fall
Fall
Fall
Fall
Spring
Spring
Spring
Spring
Spring
Winter
Winter
Winter
Winter
Winter
Winter
Spring
Spring
Spring
Spring
Spring
Summer
Winter
Winter
Winter
Winter
Fall
Fall
Fall
Fall
Fall
Fall
Fall
Spring
Spring
Spring

Spring

Enrichment Activity
Book Club

EASY Math Club
EASY Math Club
Sewing Club
Sewing Club
Coding Club
Math Club

Math Club

Yoga Club

Yoga Club

Coding Club
Coding Club

Easy Math Club
Easy Math Club
Running Club
Running Club
Drama Club
Drama Club
Running Club
Running Club
Running Club
Library Club
Drama Club
Drama Club
Math Lab Club
Math Lab Club
Drama

Drama

Drawing Club
Garden Sprouts
Morning Fit Club
Paper Bag Puppet Club
Paper Bag Puppet Club
Garden Sprouts
Honors Orchestra
Jazz Band

Paper Bag Puppet Club

Funding Source
DoDEA Literacy Grant
Operations
Operations
Operations
Operations
Operations

Title }

Title |

Operations
Operations

Title 1

Title 1

Title 1

Title 1

Title 1

Title 1
Operations
Operations
Operations
Operations
Operations
Operations
Operations
Operations
Operations
Operations
Operations
Operations
Operations
Operations
Operations
DoDEA Literacy Grant
DoDEA Literacy Grant
Operations
Operations
Operations

DoDEA Literacy Grant



School
Northeast Academy
Northeast Academy
Northeast Academy
Northeast Academy
Northeast Academy
Northeast Academy
Northeast Academy
Northeast Academy
SB Butler Elementary School
SB Butler Elementary School
SB Butler Elementary School
SB Butler Elementary School
SB Butler Elementary School
SB Butler Elementary School
SB Butler Elementary School
SB Butler Elementary School

SB Butler Elementary School

Elementary Enrichment Programs FY 19

Session
Spring
Winter
Winter
Winter
Winter
Winter
Winter
Winter
Spring
Spring
Spring
Winter
Winter
Winter
Winter
Winter

Winter

Enrichment Activity
Paper Bag Puppet Club
Drama

Drama

Drama

Jazz Band

Puppet Club

Puppet Club

Yoga

Fiddle Club

SHIELD Leadership Club
SHIELD Leadership Club
CRAZY 8 Math Club
CRAZY 8 Math Club
Drama

SHIELD Leadership Club
SHIELD Leadership Club

Writing Club

Funding Source
DoDEA Literacy Grant
Operations
Operations
Operations
Operations

DoDEA Literacy Grant
DoDEA Literacy Grant
Operations
Operations
Operations
Operations
Operations
Operations
Operations
Operations
Operations

DoDEA Literacy Grant



School
Cutler Middle School
Cutler Middle School
Cutler Middle School
Cutler Middle School
Cutler Middle School
Cutler Middle School
Cutler Middle School
Cutler Middle School
Cutler Middle School
Cutler Middle School
Cutler Middle School
Cutler Middle School
Cutler Middle School
Cutler Middle School
Cutler Middle School
Cutler Middle School
Cutler Middle School
Cutler Middle School
Westside Middle School
Westside Middle School
Westside Middle School
Westside Middle School
Westside Middle School
Westside Middle School
Westside Middle School
Westside Middle School
Westside Middle School
Westside Middle School
Westside Middle School
Westside Middle School
Westside Middle School
Westside Middle School
Westside Middle School
Waestside Middle School
Westside Middle School
Westside Middle School
Westside Middle School
Westside Middle School
Westside Middle School
\Westside Middle School

Westside Middle School

Session

Fall

Spring
Winter
Fall
Fall
Fall
Spring
Spring
Winter
Winter

Winter

Middle School Enrichment Programs FY 19
Enrichment Activity

Drama Club
Newspaper
Student Council
.Yearbook
Intramural sports
Stamp Club

Cutler PRIDE {LBGTQ)

SAVE Club (humanitarian outreach / Sandy Hook Promise)

Jazz Band (by audition)
Jazz Lab Band

Cutler Singers (by audition)
.Club Internacional
STEPS (grade 6 girls)
Chess Club
‘Golf Club

Dance

Math Blast

Math Club

Homework Club
Mathletes Club
Scrabble-Reading/Writing Club
Homework Club
Mathletes Club
Historical Reading
Homework Club
Mathletes Club
American Sign Language
Deployment Club
Fitness Club

French Club

Math Enrichment
Newspaper Club
Pokémon Club
Reading/Writing Enrichment
Robotics Club

STEM Club

STEPS-girls only

Student Council

Video Game Design Club
West Side Singers Club

Year Book Club

Funding Source
Operations
Operations
; Operations
Operations
Operations
Volunteer
Volunteer
Volunteer
Volunteer
Volunteer

Volunteer

ViVolunteer 7

| Volunteer
1Vplunteer
Volunteer

Grant

DoDEA Math Grant
'‘DoDEA Math Grant
Volunteer

DoDEA Math Grant
DoDEA

Volunteer

DoDEA Math Grant
DoDEA Literacy Grant
Volunteer

DoDEA Math Grant
Volunteer
Volunteer
Volunteer
Volunteer

Title I

Volunteer
Volunteer

Title [

Title 1

Volunteer
Volunteer

District Funds

Title 1

Volunteer

District Funds




Attachment #2

GROTON BOARD OF EDUCATION
SPECIAL COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING MINUTES
APRIL 29, 2019 @ 6:00 P.M.
CENTRAL OFFICE, ROOM 19

Members Present:  Chairman Kim Shepardson Watson, Vice Chairman Andrea Ackerman, Katrina
Fitzgerald, Jane Giulini, Gretchen Newsome, Jay Weitlauf, Lee White

Members Absent:  Rita Volkmann, Rosemary Robertson

Also Present: Michael Graner, Susan Austin, Sam Kilpatrick, Daniel Gaiewski

Chairman Shepardson Watson called the meeting to order at 6:03 p.m.

Dr. Graner gave an overview of the enrollment numbers for the 2 new sites and the schools proposed to
be closed. He further explained the different scenarios to generate the needed enrollment for the 2 new
sites. [ATTACHMENT #1] He also reviewed the time table of events regarding the project.

Mrs. Fitzgerald stated that she would like the least amount of redistricting done and the inclusion of
PreK in the enrollment numbers.

Dr. Graner shared a map of the neighborhood catchment areas for the different schools and noted
possible areas to feed into the new sites. [ATTACHMENT #2] Dr. Graner asked the Board how many
elementary schools they would want to have.

The Board noted information they would need to close an additional school:
¢ Upgrades needed at each school

Facilities analysis of each school

PreK program cost

Personnel cost

Having PreK in both buildings

s @ & &

Board members were encouraged to e-mail the Superintendent any additional information that they
would like to receive in order to make the decision to close an additional school.

Following the discussion the Board agreed a vote could be taken at the June Regular Board meeting to
determine if another elementary school would be closed in addition to SBB and CC.

MOTION:  Fitzgerald, Ackerman: To adjourn at 7:35 p.m.
MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY



Attachment #1

April 29, 2019
Special C.O.W. Meeting

Elementary School Enrollment Requirements:

Cutler Site
West Side Site

S. B. Butler
Claude Chester

604
604
1,208

320
347
667

When SBB & CC close, 667 students will go to the new schools.

1,208
667
Additional Student Needs for New Schools 541
Time Table
Spring 2019 Design work by architects
Summer 2019 Begin site work at CMS & WSMS
Fall 2019 Identify neighborhood catchment areas for new schools
June 2020 Begin school construction

September 2021

Open new schools
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~ Groton Public Schools

PV Consoldation

Elementary School
Boundaries

Prepared June 26, 2017

Elementary School Boundaries

424 catherine Kolnaski
359 Charles Barnum
3447 Claude Chester

37975] Mary Morrisson
405 North East Academy
320‘ 5.B. Butler

Strast Centerl res:
Syslems Dept

nt OF Enwronmeatal
Intormaticn Center (204 4)
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Understanding transitional
klndergarten a qwck gwde

AUGUST 17, 2017

ASHLEY HOPKINSON
11 COMMENTS
ASHLEY HOPKINSON/EDSOURCE TODAY

Transitional kindergarten is an option for younger children, who are not old
enough for kindergarten, to gain social and academic experience. The
program, like kindergarten, isn’t mandatory but children must have their 5th
birthday by a certain month to even qualify.

EdSource has compiled the following FAQ to highlight the top things parents
should know about transitional kindergarten programs. Why is transitional
kindergarten only for children with fall birthdays? What are the benefits for
younger children who enroll in transitional kindergarten? What’s the
difference between transitional kindergarten and preschool? Read more
below to find out about California’s public school option for some of its
youngest children.

What is transitional kindergarten?

Transitional kindergarten, sometimes referred to as TK, is a publicly funded
program for 4-year-olds who turn 5 between Sept. 2 and Dec. 2. Transitional
kindergarten is designed to be a bridge between preschool and kindergarten.
Children who are enrolled in transitional kindergarten can enroll in traditional
kindergarten classes the following year. Although there is no mandated
curriculum, transitional kindergarten is modeled on a modified kindergarten
curriculum that is age and developmentally appropriate. Districts and schools
have flexibility with how to implement curriculum, but the California
Department of Education states that transitional kindergarten is meant to
closely follow guidelines in the California Preschool Learning



Foundations developed by the department. Districts are expected to use
those guidelines as a foundation for instruction.

Why was transitional kindergarten introduced in California?
Transitional kindergarten was introduced after a 2010 California law called
the “Kindergarten Readiness Act” changed the cutoff birth date for
kindergarten entry from Dec. 2 to Sept. 1. This meant that 4-year-olds who
turn 5 by Dec. 2 were no longer eligible for kindergarten. Children have to be
5 by Sept. 1 to enroll. In response, transitional kindergarten was established
as a state funded program in 2012 to accommodate those 4-year-olds who
were previously eligible for kindergarten.

Are elementary schools required to offer transitional kindergarten?

Yes. The California Department of Education states that each elementary or
unified school district must offer transitional kindergarten classes for children
who meet the age requirement. The requirement includes charter schools,
which must provide transitional kindergarten if kindergarten is offered at the
same school.

Are children required to attend transitional kindergarten?

No. Transitional kindergarten is not mandatory in California. Parents decide
whether to enroll their children in preschool or transitional kindergarten.
California does not require children to be enrolled in public school until their
6th birthday, and at that point, individual school districts decide whether
students enrolling for the first time should be in kindergarten or 1* grade.
How is transitional kindergarten different from preschool?

Transitional kindergarten is part of the California K-12 public school system.
The California Department of Education states that all transitional
kindergarten teachers must meet the credential requirements to teach
kindergarten in the K-12 system. Preschools do not have that requirement and
teachers can be certified through other child development programs.
Transitional kindergarten classes are designed to prepare children for
kindergarten and often use a combination of standards, including the
Common Core Standards for kindergarten and the California Department of
Education’s Preschool Learning Foundations. The programs are designed to
teach social and emotional skills, such as self-confidence and cooperation,
and early academic skills, such as numbers and letters.

Why are some schools combining transitional kindergartners and
kindergartners in the same classroom?



Schools have the flexibility to determine how they offer transitional
kindergarten classes and meet the curriculum needs of those students. Some
districts offer standalone transitional kindergarten classes and other districts
combine transitional kindergartners and kindergartners in the same
classroom. Districts might combine classes because they don’t have enough
4-year-olds who are eligible to create a separate class. Other reasons may be
the cost of hiring a teacher for a separate class or a shortage of classroom
space. A study by the American Institutes for Research found that small and
mid-sized districts were more likely than larger school districts to combine
transitional kindergarten with kindergarten. The California Department of
Education states that while districts have the option to combine classes, the
goal of transitional kindergarten is to provide “separate and unique
experiences for transitional kindergarten or kindergarten students.”

Can children who are old enough for kindergarten enroll in transitional
kindergarten?

Yes. However, this is a local decision and varies based on school district
guidelines. The California Department of Education states that districts
should “establish criteria” to determine whether children who are old enough
for kindergarten — meaning they are S by Sept. 1 — can enroll in transitional
kindergarten. The San Diego Unified School District is an example of a
district that allows children who are old enough for kindergarten to enroll in
transitional kindergarten. San Diego Unified does not make this decision
based on any specific criteria. If a child is old enough to enter kindergarten
but a parent prefers that he or she attend transitional kindergarten instead, the
principal at the school site will honor their request, a spokesperson said. In
Los Angeles Unified School District, the largest school district in the state, a
child may attend transitional kindergarten, even if he or she is old enough to
enter kindergarten, if a parent requests it.

Districts that allow children who meet the age requirement for kindergarten
to enroll in transitional kindergarten must require parents to sign

a Kindergarten Continuance form, according to the California Department of
Education. This document states that the parent/guardian understands that
transitional kindergarten is the first year of a two-year program and that any
child enrolled must attend kindergarten the following year. This means that if
a child attends transitional kindergarten, he or she cannot advance to 1st
grade the next year, simply because of age, but must complete a kindergarten
year before advancing to 1st grade.



Is transitional kindergarten free? How is transitional kindergarten paid
for?

Transitional kindergarten is a part of California’s K-12 public school system
and children can be enrolled at no cost. Districts receive funding for TK and
K-12 students based on average daily attendance, which is the average
number of students in attendance over the course of the school year.

What if a child turns S after Dec. 2? Can he or she enroll in transitional
kindergarten?

That depends on the school district. A new law in California allows school
districts to enroll children in transitional kindergarten if they turn 5 after the
Dec. 2 cutoff birth date but before the end of the school year. This “expanded
transitional kindergarten” program means a child who turns 5 on Dec. 3 or
later, who previously would not have qualified for transitional kindergarten,
is now eligible to enroll. Unlike transitional kindergarten, districts are not
required to offer expanded transitional kindergarten. A few districts allow
enrollment for children who turn 5 up to mid-March, while other districts,
such as Long Beach Unified and Los Angeles Unified, extend the cutoff
dates to June 9 and June 15, respectively. A recent EdSource survey found
that of the 25 largest school districts in the state, only six of them offer
expanded transitional kindergarten. Some smaller school districts also offer
expanded transitional kindergarten. Many districts that do not offer it cited
lack of funding and availability of classroom space.
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"Young Fives" may be old enough for kindergarten, but are they developmentally
ready?

It was a classic case: a five-year-old boy with a summer birthday. Born just eight weeks
before his state’s kindergarten cutoff date, his academic skills and physical abilities
were on par with those of his peers. But was he socially and emotionally ready for
Kindergarten?

As a teacher — and, | confess, as that little boy’s mom — | understand both sides of the
issue. Across the United States, many parents of “young fives” have opted to delay their
child’s kindergarten start, even if the child is age eligible. To address the needs of these
children, some districts are offering transitional kindergarten (TK) classes, which
promote positive socialization, hands-on learning, and emergent literacy. But there's
also an ample amount of play time. After a year of TK, children either go on to a year of
regular kindergarten or on to first grade, depending on their readiness.

While the popularity of TK waned in the 1990s, educators are again seeing an increase
in such classes — a rise likely due to both increased academic pressures in
kindergarten and an effort to meet children’s developmental needs.

Cutoff Dates

Across the United States, September 1 is the most common date by which children
need to turn five in order to start kindergarten. However, this can vary significantly by
state; in Indiana the cutoff is July 1, but in California it's December 2.

This means that some children may start kindergarten before their fifth birthday. The
challenges these kids face may not be just with their reading readiness and math skills.



As any kindergarten teacher can tell you, kids may struggle with fine or gross motor
movement, adequate social skills, or making it through a full day of school.

For these reasons, about 10 percent of U.S. parents delay their child’s kindergarten
start by a year, and boys are delayed nearly twice as much.

The Gift of Time

Elizabeth Lunday agonized about whether to enroll her son in a transitional kindergarten
near their home in Fort Worth, Texas. “He had some language delays when he was
younger,” she says. “As a result, he really withdrew socially from other children.” While
that had been corrected through speech therapy, Lunday was concerned that her son’s
introverted nature would make kindergarten difficult for him. In the end, she opted to
enroll him in a TK program at University Christian Church Weekday School. “In talking
to other parents,” she says, “| heard several say ‘I wish | had held my child back,” but no
one ever said ‘| wish | hadn’t done it.”

From a teacher's perspective, Amy Weisberg couldn’t agree more. Two years ago, she
instituted the first developmental kindergarten program at her school, Topanga
Elementary, in California. As a teacher in the state with the second latest cutoff date for
kindergarten, she asserts that “those youngest kids just need a place to go.”

Referring to research from the Gesell Institute of Human Development, Weisberg says
that it is crucial to recognize the difference between a child’s chronological age and his
or her developmental stage. Weisberg also adds, “This can be especially true for boys,
who may lag up to six months behind girls at that point.”

In Wisconsin’s McFarland School District, parents can choose between regular
kindergarten, transitional kindergarten, and Just Five classes. Now in its seventh year of
operation, Just Five is a half-day class for children who aren’t quite ready for a full-day
kindergarten class, says teacher Sara Everson.

Both Everson and Weisberg estimate that about half of their students go on to first
grade the following year, while the rest opt for another year of kindergarten. By then,
many of the children are developmentally ready to tackle the increased academic
demands placed on them, and they’ve got the social skills and confidence to be
successful.

What the Research Shows

“Many parents and teachers believe that holding kids back will result in higher
achievement scores, but any advantage typically disappears by third grade,” says
Deborah Stipek, dean and professor of education at Stanford University. “Moreover,
there’s variability in children’s skills no matter what the age.”

Stipek authored a 2002 report entitled “At What Age Should Children Enter
Kindergarten? A Question for Policy Makers and Parents,” published by the Society for
Research in Child Development. In analyzing the research that has been done on the
topic, it's evident that delayed school entry can have a negative impact on low-income



and minority children, for whom in-school experiences are critical in closing the
achievement gap.

As teachers, we might ask: Is it about making the child ready for school, or about
making the school ready for the child?" In a lot of ways, transitional kindergarten has a
more developmental approach that emphasizes the social and emotional needs of
children,” says Beth Graue, the author of Readly for What? and a professor of early
childhood education at the University of Wisconsin.

A Balancing Act

Remember that little boy | mentioned earlier? Here’'s what happened: After poring over
the research and talking with his preschool teachers, | made the decision to send him to
school when he was age eligible. Cole was one of the youngest in his class; physically,
he was tall and coordinated, but socially, it was a different story. | won't lie — it was a
challenge for both me and his teacher. But you know what? This month, he’s starting
third grade and he’s absolutely thriving.

Did | make the right choice? | don't know — but | made the best decision | could have at
the time. As parents and teachers, that’s the best we can do.



