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The first day of Spring is one thing and the first Spring day is quite another, often with a considerable
gap in between. Yes, we did enjoy our first BBQ of the year at the end of February and hopefully
despite the erratic weather since they will be a regular event in April and beyond. Do please enjoy
reading this Round Up and reflecting on the many achievements of our children both at Bevendean
and on the Main Site. Their talents as are recorded here are truly remarkable.
This term many of our older boys and girls have been working hard in preparation for a range of
scholarships available at their chosen senior schools. Competition for these awards is considerable and
winning or even being selected to apply for one is a real achievement. Results are still coming in but
to date our children have achieved 50 awards to the following schools: Box Hill, Bradfield College,
Brighton College, Charterhouse, City of London Freemen’s, Cranleigh, Dunottar, Epsom College,
Hampton, Lady Eleanor Holles, Guildford High School, Reed’s, Reigate Grammar, Royal Grammar
School Guildford, Prior’s Field, St John’s Leatherhead, St Swithun’s, St Teresa’s and Whitgift. Well done
to all those who were awarded scholarships and indeed those who tried their best but were
unsuccessful this time.
You will have heard the exciting news via the newsletter that planning permission has been granted
for a sports hall on the Main Site. We are absolutely thrilled with this news and my thanks again to
governors, colleagues and parents who have worked tirelessly to provide this much needed facility for
the boys and girls at Danes Hill. I will keep you updated on events as they unfold.
I would like to wish the entire Danes Hill community a very restful Easter holiday.

WD Murdock, Headmaster
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Traditional Tales Day
Year 2 had a wonderful day celebrating Traditional Tales. The
Hobgoblin Theatre Company performed ‘Hansel and Gretel’ and
the children participated in some fantastic workshops. The rest of
the day was spent enjoying traditional tale themed activities!

Alfie Howse
Visit
As part of the Danes Hill Gifted
and Talented programme, selected
pupils were invited to a swimming
training session at Danes Hill
School by GB swimmer Alfie
Howse. Alfie represented Great
Britain from the age of 15 - 23. He
has travelled the world competing
for his country and was a medalist
in both the European and World
Championships. The children had a
fantastic time completing a one
hour relay session, which will put
them in great stead for their future
galas.

Danes Hill Cross Country Event
Danes Hill was buzzing on Thursday 28 February when we hosted the U9 - U13 Danes Hill Cross Country
event. Around 30 schools from around the region arrived at Danes Hill to compete in our annual inter-school
cross country event. Boys and girls raced in glorious weather on a course
around the perimeter of the school and an atmosphere of competitive
sportsmanship was very much in evidence. Thank you to Ronan Lindsay for
organising such a superb event.

IAPS Skiing Success
Danes Hill School sent four teams totalling 16 skiers, to compete at the annual IAPS ski event, held in Ponte
Di Legno Tonale Italy. The competition was intense, with 28 schools represented and 312 skiers competing
over the week. Danes Hill's U11 Mixed Team 1 consisting of Luca Jovanovich, Luka Bailey-Bain, Ava Bagshaw
and Clemence Edgar took home first place, racing in the championship event, and impressively would
have placed 4th if combining the U11 & U13 times, which is a great achievement. Our remaining teams
also competed and the results were, U11 Mixed Team 2 finished 10th in their U11 category, the U13 boys
team 1 placed 15th and finally our U13 boys team 2 placed 21st in the U13 category. Each skier
represented the school extremely well and skied superbly, a huge well done.

Charities Afternoon
Pupils at Bevendean and the Main School enjoyed charities afternoon on Friday 15 February. At the Main
School each form was allowed to decide how they could raise money in aid of this term's charity Kids
Cancer Charity. After planning the event, the children were allowed a free afternoon of attending each stall
located in the classrooms. The children certainly enjoyed themselves and were delighted to hear that we
raised £6,000 for charity from this event.

Mary Poppins
Year 5 provided outstanding performances
of Mary Poppins in their annual
production. The year group was split into
two casts with one cast performing on
each night. They were amazing
performances and both the productions
were enhanced by the
dedicated backstage
teams.

Healthy and nutritious Food
Award
Our caterers, Holroyd Howe, were assessed by Elmbridge
Borough Council’s Senior Environmental Health Officer for the
Eat Out Eat Well Award. The level of award achieved (Bronze,
Silver, or Gold) considers the type of food on offer, cooking
methods, and how the meals are advertised to customers. The
award requires a healthy balance of food to be available, such as
a variety of fruit and vegetables, and a high level of hygiene in
the premises. At Danes Hill, we pride ourselves on encouraging
our pupils to live a healthy lifestyle, and ensuring that they are
learning in an environment which promotes their wellbeing.
Holroyd Howe at Danes Hill School achieved the Gold Eat Out
Eat Well Award, presented by a member of the Trading
Standards.

Football Fun Tournament
Congratulations to all the Year 2 and 3 pupils who took part in the
Lower School Fun Football Tournament on Saturday 9 February. The
morning was a great success and superb football talent was
demonstrated by all players involved. Well done to Porto for winning
the tournament. Thank you to the Lower School staff for your
wonderful support and to the Year 7 managers who organised their
teams outstandingly, showing excellent enthusiasm and
encouragement throughout the tournament.

Islamic
Geometric
Patterns
The Year 6 pupils have been looking at
Islamic geometric patterns to inspire
their lino printing with Miss Bartlett.
Having designed their pattern and
engraved it onto their lino squares,
they printed it onto card and fabric
using various coloured paints. This
technique took a little practice but the
end result was beautiful!

Swimming Gala Competition
In assembly L. Kelly and J.
Clarke, Captains of
Swimming, presented this
year’s winners of the House
Swimming Gala Drawing
Competition with their
prizes. Miss Marsh who
judged the competition
commented on the
standard of the drawings
being the highest she had
ever seen. Each winner
received 25 house points, a
large Easter egg and the
prestige of having their
drawing on the front cover
of their year group’s House
Swimming Gala programme.
The winners were as follows,
F Studholme, M Koita, E Kitson,
C Lee, C Heap, M. Pontes and S. Learoyd. Thank you to all the children who submitted their masterpieces for
the competition and congratulations to all the winners. We look forward to seeing your artwork on the
various house gala programmes throughout the Summer Term.

Cinema Night
Our Year 1 and Reception children visited the Main
School to enjoy a cinema night
in the Ark. With their popcorn
at the ready they settled down
to watch Incredibles 2. The
children had a great time and
giggled their way through the
movie. For some children this
was their first cinema
experience. Thank you to everyone who made this
a fun and memorable event.

Paddington-Inspired
Sandwiches
Reception and Year 1 pupils continued their book
week celebrations this week with a trip to the
Main School Library. Mrs Keat read an extract from
Paddington and the children then had the
opportunity to design their own Paddington inspired sandwiches! Concoctions included
sausage and candy floss and bubblegum and ham!
Yummy!

A Sunny Morning at The
Paddock
Transition recently enjoyed a sunny morning at the
paddock. A short walk from the Main School, the paddock
is surrounded by beautiful fields and is our Transition
children’s favourite place to explore nature. Each week
our Bevendean classes head down to the paddock to
spend some time jumping in the mud, investigating the
environment with Mr Dormer and exploring the wildlife
found in the pond. Classes from the Main School also go
to the paddock to complete geographic case studies and
scientific experiments. On their recent visit Transition
were using numbers to explore and count the objects
they found. One group counted 9 trees, 12 stones and
even found two 'dinosaur eggs' buried in the hill, what a
find! Transition thoroughly enjoyed their energetic
morning at the Paddock.

Golden Hour
Following a fun-filled morning of lessons, a delicious lunch
and a run around in the playground, Mrs Elatmani’s
Transition class had their daily hour of golden time. Mrs
Elatmani showed her class a range of activities they could
choose from. This hour allowed the children to explore
different subjects and practise specific skills. Hector. W,
with the help of his teacher, practiced writing the letter H
whilst Alfie. H worked on his numbers. Alfie. H said, "I love
golden hour a lot, it is fun to have all the activities to
choose from". On the other side of the classroom the
activities were more art based; some children played with the playdough creating little animals, Bella. E
made a little ladybird and called her Lola. The children of class TE were encouraged to try out the
different activities practising their skills in maths, English and art. Transition love the freedom of their
golden hour.

Trip to Rome
Very early on Tuesday 5 March twenty children, from Years 6, 7 and 8, flew to Rome. The bus trip from the
airport provided the first glimpse of the glorious sights to come. The children’s first visit was to the Baths of
Diocletian, originally the second largest bath complex in the ancient world and now an impressive marbleclad church. The pupils found it amazing to see the huge dimensions of the building and imagine 3,000
Romans at leisure, enjoying their beautiful surroundings. After dropping rucksacks off at the hotel, they made
their way past Trajan’s column, admiring its intricately carved friezes and on to a quick pizza and ice cream
lunch. The children then explored Trajan’s Market, which was remarkably well-preserved and provided an
excellent view of the Forum. Other highlights of the first day included the Piazza Navona and its beautiful
fountains, the famous Trevi Fountain and the magnificent Pantheon, whose fabulous dome transfixed us all.
The children were amazed to realise that the Romans were sufficiently skilled to build this, the world’s largest
unsupported concrete dome. They were also lucky enough to pay a quick visit to Vatican City, to see St
Peter’s Basilica. However, equally enjoyable for the children was a ride on a carousel along the way! At the
end of the day, we were all pleased to rest our weary legs and fuel ourselves with some pasta.
The second day began with a quick walk to the Colosseum, which we all agreed was much bigger and more
impressive than we could have imagined. A sunny walk through the Forum followed, admiring the traces of
temples and the impressive triumphal arch of Septimius. The final visit of the day was to Ostia Antica, the
ancient port of Rome. After a relaxing lunch, the children explored the large site, particularly admiring the
mosaics and the large theatre, whose acoustics some enjoyed testing! The pupils had an amazing two days,
saw all the major sites of Rome and managed to sample rather a lot of ice-cream!

Landscape
paintings
Year 7 pupils have been
analysing landscape photos
created by famous artists. One
painting was based on Claude
Monet’s Gardens. As an
alternative, the class had the
option to bring in their own
photographs of landscapes taken
on family holidays, such as a
skiing holiday in the Alps, to base
their paintings on. Some beautiful
pieces of work were created.

U11 Surrey Hockey Championships
On Wednesday 27 February, the U11 Girls’ Hockey team travelled to Reigate Grammar School for the
Surrey Championships. Danes Hill faced 5 tough games on a very hot day in an attempt to qualify for the
South Regional Competition. The girls played some fantastic hockey in their opening game, beating
Feltonfleet 5-1. In their second
game, a number of injuries
unfortunately contributed to a
narrow 1-0 loss to Cranleigh
Prep.After beating St Teresa’s 4-0
Danes Hill then lost to a talented
St George’s team 4-0. In the final
game of the day, the girls put on a
wonderful performance to beat
CLFS 6-0 and now wait to see if
3rd place will be enough for
qualification for the Regional
Round. All of the girls played
brilliantly throughout the day and
competed with a smile on their
face and in the right spirit
throughout. Congratulations to all
of the girls involved on their
Bronze medals!

‘Animal Man’ Visit
Animal Man' Nick visited Bevendean, Reception children were lucky enough to see his collection of
animals including birds, invertebrates, reptiles, amphibians and mammals. As part of the children's animal
and habitat topic, they experienced a hands-on encounter with the real animals which helped bring their
studies to life. Nick tested them on their knowledge of animals and taught them many new and
interesting facts. They learnt that the tarantula, much like snakes, sheds its skin a couple of times in a
year, this process is known as moulting. Reception met a rose hair tarantula and a couple of children were
even brave enough to hold it, including their teacher Miss Lester! Other animals they met included, a
skunk, chinchilla, a barn owl, bearded dragon (which turned out to be not as spikey as it appeared), an
armadillo, hedgehog, a pancake turtle called Tuesday and a rather big snake! Each child was very brave
and excited to touch and interact with some of Nick’s animals! Some of the favourites were the
chinchilla as it has very soft and thick fur and the hedgehog, as it was only a baby and was very
inquisitive.

A HELPING HAND
Danes Hill has recently been liaising with Derek Tennant, to ensure our old uniform goes to a good
home. Derek works in aviation and is able to take unwanted school uniform and supplies to children
in schools and orphanages around the world. Derek has recently returned from the first of three trips
to St Nicholas’ School, Ghana. He delivered unwanted uniform from Alleycatz, our uniform supplier
(as we have recently updated our sports kit), and old stock from our second hand FODH shop.
Visiting St Nicholas’ School for the first time was an enlightening and overwhelming experience for
Derek. To say that the staff and students were grateful for these donations is an understatement. The
children were all joyful, healthy, and happy because of the work they are doing to support their
community. Each of the 150 pupils who attend the school is given breakfast, a fruit snack, lunch,
clothes, and an education. It is evident therefore that the organisers and teachers are striving to give
the children in their community the best start in life, and break the cycle of poverty from which they
have come. The children spoke of their dreams for the future, of being lawyers and architects, much
like many Danes Hill students do. The hope in these children, despite any obstacles they might come
across, is both inspiring and humbling.This reinforces the value of the donations we send to St
Nicholas’. They will be used not only within the school but also sent into the community and further
afield to help as many as possible. Danes Hill will continue to work with Derek to help St Nicholas’
School, and other schools and communities like it. However, it is not only uniform that they need;
the weather in Africa this time of year is extremely hot and humid, so the children in this community
would be grateful for donations of summer footwear. Furthermore, amongst St Nicholas’ resources is
a small library. We will continue to help children around the world live better lives and receive a
better education, whilst preventing our old possessions from going to waste.

House Clay Pigeon Shooting
On Saturday 2 March fifty Year 5 - 8 pupils and parents took part in House Clay
Pigeon Shooting. The morning was blessed with glorious weather seeing the
Vikings emerge victorious as 2019 House Champions. Best shots for the pupils
came from T Burley (Captain of Shooting) and R Simm (Year 7) who both won
and received Headmasters Commendations.
Best shots from the parents came from
Mr Jarrett and Mrs Boswell who were
both awarded a bottle of bubbly as their
prizes!This leads the school nicely into
the Summer Term when Danes Hill will
be hosting the annual IAPS National
Clay Pigeon Shooting Championships at
West London Shooting School.

Danes Hill Skiing Trip
Over February half term, children from Danes Hill
went on their annual skiing trip to Italy and
enjoyed wall-to-wall sunshine and excellent skiing
conditions. Well done to all the children who
participated; you were great ambassadors of the
school.

Chinese New Year Celebrations
Year 4 celebrated Chinese New Year, the Year of the Pig with an entire day filled with Chinese-inspired
activities. The Pig is the twelfth of the 12-year cycle of animals which appear in the Chinese zodiac related to
the Chinese calendar. There are five types of pigs, named after the Chinese elements. In order they are: Metal,
Water, Wood, Fire and Earth.The Year 4 parents volunteered for the day to help with the celebrations and
special guests came in to teach and demonstrate to our Year 4 pupils. The activities included dumpling
making! The shape of the Chinese dumplings are similar to ancient gold or silver ingots, they symbolize
wealth and are eaten during special occasions, but are most significant during Chinese New Year. In the
children's calligraphy session the children began by painting a panda with ink, and then learnt how to write
happiness in Chinese. The Year 4 pupils also had the chance to create a beautiful detailed red lantern. In the
Lion Dance workshop, they used a huge lion’s head and colourful ribbon and learnt the special movements
that go with this style of dance. In the music workshop the pupils had the opportunity to play Chinese
instruments. They tried their hands at the Erhuk, an instrument commonly used in Chinese operas and the
Guzheng a large stringed instrument, similar to the shape and size of a keyboard, which is used in concert
performances. The whole school enjoyed a Chinese themed lunch including spring rolls, noodles and chop
sticks! Thank you to Mr Reed for organising such a wonderful day and
to the special guests who joined us in our activities and celebrations.
The Chinese New Year celebrations commenced and lasted 15 days
until the lantern festival. Happy Chinese New Year!

World Book Day
On Thursday 7 March staff and children celebrated World Book Day in style! The day was packed full of
wonderful activities and literary surprises. Author Steve Cole stopped by to offer his expertise to the
Upper School on all things James Bond, Lower School enjoyed a Pooh-hunt and Middle School learned
how to train their dragons! Well done to all involved, it was wonderful to see so many characters turning
up to school!

Knights and Castles Day
Year 1 were very excited for their knights and castles day that
took place on Thursday 7 February. Their special guest came
equipped with armour and weapons from ancient and mythical
times. Jousting and sporting the armour of various decades were
just some of the activities they took part in. Learning about
the early Norman times where they wore chainmail, pointed
helmets and held a large shield of the 1500’s. Mr Jarvis was
volunteered by Year 1 to try on the full armour outfit which
delighted the children immensely! They learnt about the weapons
used throughout the decades, swords,
wooden sticks, mace, lance, spears and the
battle axe. They also had the
opportunity to draw weapons into their art
books. Finally, the children tried jousting.
Perched onto a wheeled horse and lance in
hand they charged towards their target
with great encouragement from their
fellow peers. An amazing day for the Year 1
children with some impressive weaponry
and armour.

Houses of Parliament Visit
The School Council had an exciting trip to
the Houses of Parliament on Tuesday 19
March which included a private audience
with our local MP, Dominic Raab. The
students were fascinated to see the banners
and flags of the Brexit protests lining the
pavement and were full of questions for Mr
Raab about his part in the debate. The trip
began with a full tour of the Houses of
Parliament and highlights included standing
inside the House of Lords and watching a
television reporter interview Jacob ReesMogg in a bustling Central Lobby. In a
workshop on campaigning, the children
voted to develop different campaigns to
reduce knife crime, using different methods.
They decided that social media was the
most effective campaigning tool. The day was also an opportunity to
enjoy London as we travelled on the train, stopped for a hot
chocolate at the Festival Hall and walked along the Embankment
and across Westminster Bridge. The School Council were interested
to learn about the refurbishment plans for the Houses of Parliament
and they all felt very lucky to be able to visit before the renovation.

The Big Draw
On Monday 11 March the art department held the Upper School
Big Draw. Pupils from Years 6, 7 and 8 gathered in the dining
room with their parents to take part in various art activities
based on the theme ‘Play’. Miss Bartlett invited students and
parents to experiment with acrylic paint, paintbrushes, palette
knives and sponge rollers to create a landscape painting of the
stunning view from the balcony of L12. Four beautiful canvases
were created and each painter added their own special touch to
the work. In Mr Taylor’s activity, trace the face, children and
parents had the opportunity to draw each other through the windows
on acetate sheets. The results were surprisingly accurate……in some cases! Miss Reeves invited pupils to
animate inanimate objects using Chatterpix, an app that uses photography, voice input and emoji icons.
Alongside this, Miss Reeves created a still-life installation encompassing the event theme ‘Play’ which the
pupils and parents sketched. This encouraged them to work together with view finders and various
sketching media to identify their strengths and inner-artist! Miss Marsh had messy fun with her activity of
spin painting, a method of art inspired by Damien Hirst who was influenced by memories of the technique
of spin painting which he saw as a child on
the BBC’s Blue Peter. Some beautiful pieces
were created with many vibrant colours.
Ms Weston held a stop motion workshop,
using Ipads and various props such as
plasticine. Stop Motion is when objects
are physically manipulated gradually
whilst photos of each change are taken;
this is then played back in a fast sequence.
This activity created some fantastic
videos, and alongside this some very
interesting paintings were created in Ms
Weston’s blind painting activity. Once
blindfolded your partner would have to
advise you where to put your paintbrush
on the paper directing either up, down, right
or left. Mr Reed created an activity using small remote controlled racing cars. Covering the bottom of the
vehicles in paint and racing them along the strips of paper created some amazing patterns. At the end of
the evening a raffle was held with some wonderful prizes available. The Big Draw was a great success, thank
you to all the teachers and all you talented artists in
Upper School!

FEBRUARY BBQ
Following glorious weather in February, the
Headmaster decided we should have barbeque for
lunch at the Main School! The weather was perfect,
with blue skies and glorious sunshine! The children
(and staff) were delighted when they knew what
was on the menu. Thank you to the catering team
for arranging this at short notice. We are already
looking forward to the summer when we will be
treated to a BBQ every Friday at lunchtime in the
Summer Term!

Music Lessons
At Danes Hill we offer private music lessons to children
covering a huge range of musical instruments. One
afternoon the sound of a cello could be heard, being played
beautifully by a Year 2 student, also Phoebe Vincent was
having her weekly violin lesson and Jake Salmon was
practising the drums with Mr May. The choices of
instruments are vast including; the clarinet, saxophone,
oboe, french horn, guitar
and many more. Once
the children reach a
certain level, they have
the opportunity to join
the Orchestra or Jazz
Band. Rehearsals take
place on a Monday
afternoon in the Ark and
children perform at
various concerts and
events throughout the
year such as
Grandparents' Day and
the Summer Concert. We
have amazing musical
achievements,
performances and some
very talented musicians!

Celebrating Rocket Science During Science Week
In order to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the first moon landing pupils in the Main School studied outer
space and rocket technology over two exciting, fun filled days during science week. Pupils built and flew their
own model rockets which soared hundreds of feet into the air. The children took part in space and rocketry
themed science shows and were given the opportunity to interact with various space resources and artefacts to
include meteorites, space food, rocket fuel and rocket construction materials. Starchaser’s 8. 3 metre Skybolt 2
rocket was in attendance which enthused and inspired the Danes Hill community. Skybolt 2 is a real, previously
flown but deactivated rocket. It arrived on its own transporter truck and was raised to a near vertical launch
orientation for maximum dramatic effect. Upper School pupils watched the inspirational film, ‘In the Shadow of
the Moon’, on our impressive cinema screen. The film is a 2007 British documentary about the United States
manned missions to the Moon. It premiered at the 2007 Sundance Film Festival, where it won the World
Cinema Audience Award.

