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Parkland School District

Preserving Excellence, Building a  Dream

International recording artist and Emmy award winning composer Mark Wood, an  
original member of the multiplatinum selling Trans-Siberian Orchestra and creator of 
the revolutionary Viper electric violin, brought his music education program Electrify 
�<�R�X�U���6�W�U�L�Q�J�V����(EYS) to Parkland School District. This exciting event, made possible in 
part by a grant from the Parkland Education Foundation, transformed student  
musicians into a full-fledged Rock Orchestra! Mark spent two days working with our 
students and performed two evening concerts with students at the end of January.   
The audience was entertained by Mark’s original material, as well as his arrangements 
of music by Led Zeppelin, the Beatles, and more. 

Orchestra Director Mr. Mishler coordinated the event and stated, “The students were 
extremely ‘pumped up’ for the once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to work with such a well-
known treasure in the orchestra world.”  
 
The program is a music education experience that includes Wood working directly with 
a school’s orchestra director to tailor-design a rock orchestra makeover complete with 
a public performance at the end of the experience. EYS builds on the strong foundation 
in traditional music provided by music teachers; creating a partnership with educators 
that inspires students and boosts their self-esteem and motivation on stage and off. 
EYS has been featured on The Today Show, The CBS Evening News, and many more. 

To prepare for their concert, Mark taught the students improvisation, composition, and 
personal expression on their violins, violas, cellos and basses.  He worked with stu-
dents in 4-12th grade who take string lessons in Parkland Schools.

www.neffsnatl.com 

5629 Route 873, Neffs, PA 

Tel (610) 767-3875 
Fax (610) 767-1890 

FOUNDATION BRINGS
TRANSIBERIAN ORCHESTRA ELECTRIC  

VIOLINIST MARK WOOD TO  
WORK AND PERFORM WITH STUDENTS

2019 PARKLAND 
GRADUATE

Katherine

GRADUATION LAWN SIGN SALE
The Foundation is pleased to  
announce its GRADUATION LAWN sign 
sale for the senior class, customized 
with the senior’s name and available 
for pick up at PHS.  Visit our website 
to order and pay for your $25 sign 
online. 
http://bit.do/ParklandSeniorSign
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Parkland 
School 
District 
rolled out 
advanced 
audio tech-
nology in K-2 
classrooms 
as part of a 
broad com-
mitment to 
student suc-
cess. 

TECHNOLOGY ENHANCES PHONICS TO 
HELP ALL 3RD GRADERS TO READ ON 
GRADE LEVEL 

Teacher Allison Davis wears the voice lifting 
microphone around her neck during class.  

Thursday, May 16Th

Friday, May 17Th

saTurday, May 18Th

Parkland High School 
Chorus Concert

7:00 pm PHS Auditorium

Free - all are welcome to enjoy an 
evening of choral music!

Parkland High School 
Student Art Show 
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

Trojan Art Gallery: 
Senior Art Award Recipients

Gallery Showcase:
2018 East Central Pennsylvania 
Regional Scholastic Art Awards

Art Studios:  
Parkland Student Art Show

Parkland’s Got Talent! 
7:00 pm

Calling the talented citizens of 
Parkland! Parkland is excited to 

announce the 7th annual 
Parkland’s Got Talent competition, 

open to residents of all ages and 
talents.  Do you have a flair for dance 

or a juggling prowess? Does your 
canine companion do extraordinary tricks? 

We want you! 
 Complete contest rules can be found at:  

www.ParklandArtsFestival.com

Artists on the QuAd
10:00 am - 4:00 pm

Kids Crafts
 

Arts and Crafts 
Marketplace
 
 

Elementary, Middle 
& High School Art 
Exhibit 
 
 

Character Parade & 
Meet & Greets

Art / Basket Raffle
Festival Food
 

Instrument  
Exploration
 

Indoor Percussion 
Performance  
 

Dance Showcase 

Performances by
Elementary, Middle, & High School 

Music Ensembles

Teachers use microphones that hang around their neck to maximize stu-
dent comprehension and achievement. The technology clarifies teacher and 
student voices as well as media audio, which studies prove to dramatically 
increase academic performance. 
 
 Across schools globally, 25% of what the teacher says in class never reach-
es students’ brains. In the back of the classroom or away from the instructor 
and presenters, the amount of missing information approaches 40%.  Park-
land’s adoption of FrontRow classroom audio to overcome this learning bar-
rier is an indicator of its commitment to excellence as the microphones have 
shown a positive impact on students’ reading and comprehension.  

“Phonic skills have definitely improved because, when I use the microphone, 
they can hear those individual sounds. They're able to stretch out words a 
little more easily,” says Kernsville first grade teacher Traci Falco. “They're 
able to spell words more easily. And they're able to read more fluently be-
cause they're clearly hearing all the sounds in their heads as they use the 
audio system.”

 
 
 
 
 

 

                                            
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                       
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 From 2017 to 2018, e-cigarette use surged nearly 78% 
among high school students. 

 In 2018, 1.5 million more middle and high school 
students vaped than in 2017 – up to 3.6 million from 2.1 
million. 

 Students who vape report that they are doing it more 
frequently, and many use other tobacco products, such 
as cigarettes, as well.  
 

Our children are faced with deciding whether or not to use 
drugs at younger ages than ever before, and earlier drug use 
increases the risk of addiction. We encourage parents and 
other concerned community members to attend this program 
in order to learn about: 
 

• Vaping devices popular with young people 
• Health dangers associated with vaping 
• How the use of gateway drugs, such as 

tobacco & vaping products, puts kids at risk 
of further drug use 

• Talking to your child about the vaping fad 

 

  
      
 

The Vaping Epidemic 

 
 
 
 
 
 

April 24, 2019 
Orefield Middle 

School Auditorium 
7 PM    

 
       Presented by: 

  
      

www.thechc.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This project is funded, in part, 
under a contract with the 

Pennsylvania Department of Drug 
and Alcohol Programs with 

Lehigh and Northampton County 
Drug and Alcohol. TOM WOLF, GOVERNOR |  

JENNIFER SMITH, SECRETARY 
 
 

ALL PARKLAND PARENTS WELCOME 
TO ATTEND PARENT UNIVERSITY 



PARKLAND NEWSLETTERAPRIL 2019PARKLAND 

PARKLANDNEWSLETTER
Published 4x Annually in September, January, April and June

1210 SPRINGHOUSE ROAD, ALLENTOWN, PA 18104

BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
Lisa A. Roth, President
David J. Hein, Vice President
Robert E. Bold (Master School Board Director)
Robert M. Cohen 
Carol L. Facchiano
David M. Kennedy
Marie Maritch
Linda Perlman-McKenna
Jef Reyburn
Richard T. Sniscak, Superintendent
Dr. Rodney R. Troutman, Assistant Superintendent
Tracy E. Smith, Assistant to the Superintendent for Operations
John A. Vignone, Board Secretary/Director of Business Administration 
Nicole Mehta McGalla, Editor/Dir. of Community Relations & Development 
www.parklandsd.org
NONDISCRIMINATION IN PROGAMS AND EMPLOYMENT POLICY
In accordance with TITLE VI, TITLE IX, Section 504 and the Americans with Disabilities Act, the 
Parkland School District does not discriminate either in the educational or vocational programs 
and activities which it operates or in the employment of personnel, on the basis of sex, handicap, 
disability, race, color, national origin, age, or religion. If you are physically or mentally disabled, 
visually or hearing impaired, you may qualify for special services/instruction/equipment  
modifications so you can successfully complete the education program or participate in activities. All 
inquiries concerning this policy/questions regarding specific programs, services, and facilities for the 
disabled should be directed to the district equal rights officer, Assistant Superintendent, Parkland 
School District, 1210 Springhouse Road, Allentown, PA at (610) 351-5505.

PARKLAND NEWSLETTER VOLUME 51 NUMBER 3

SPRING CALENDAR OF EVENTS
APRIL 5                	 Elementary Chorale Concert, SMS Auditorium    		       7:00 PM
APRIL 10-13	 PHS Spring Musical CURTAINS, PHS Auditorium 		       7:30 PM 
APRIL 14		  PHS Spring Musical CURTAINS, PHS Auditorium 		       3:00 PM 
APRIL 23             	 Combined SMS & OMS Orchestra Concert, PHS Auditorium	      7:00 PM
APRIL 26                  	 OMS Chorus Spring Concert, PHS Auditorium      		       7:00 PM 
APRIL 30                   	 Senior Citizen Dinner, PHS Cafeteria         			        5:30 PM
APRIL 30                     PHS Band Concert, PHS Auditorium          			        7:00 PM
MAY 3                   	 SMS Chorus Spring Concert, PHS Auditorium        		       7:00 PM
MAY 4		  Teacher Technology Conference, SMS,  https://www.psdttc.org/      8 AM - 4 PM
MAY 4		  Music Boosters Used Clothing Collection, PHS Parking Lot	      11 AM - 3 PM
MAY 7             	 5th Grade District Band & Strings Concert, PHS Auditorium	      7:30 PM
MAY 8                   	 OMS Art Show (6 PM) & Jazz Band Concert (7 PM)
MAY 9                   	 Senior Citizen Dinner, PHS Cafeteria             		       5:30 PM
MAY 9            	 PHS Orchestra Concert, PHS Auditorium             	    	      7:00 PM
MAY 10		  OMS Band Concert, PHS Auditorium			        7:00 PM  
MAY 13                   	 SMS Band Concert, PHS Auditorium                    		       7:00 PM              
MAY 15                    	 SMS Art Show					          6:00 PM
MAY 16                   	 PHS Art Show, Arts Wing of PHS				        6:00 PM
MAY 16		  Chorus Spring Concert, PHS Auditorium			        7:00 PM
MAY 17                 	 “Parkland’s Got Talent” Show, $5 Admission, PHS     		       7:00 PM
MAY 18                       PSD Festival of the Arts, Parkland High School         		      10 AM – 4 PM
MAY 22               	 8th Annual PSD Education Foundation Gala, Muhlenberg College    6:00 PM
JUNE 11                    	 PHS Class of 2019 Commencement, PPL Center              	      7:00 PM
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Parkland is pleased to announce it was a  
4-time winner of a  

Top Workplace Award this year!


