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MISSION 

Inspiring a Standard of 
Excellence in All Students 



Six Schools, One Learning Community 
Who We Are 



How Do We Attain Success? 

•  Encouraging Social 
Growth 

 
•  Enhancing Emotional 

Support 
 
•  Cultivating Intellectual 

and Academic 
Development 



Junior High vs. Middle School 
Junior High Middle School 

Subject-centered Student oriented  
Cognitive development Cognitive and affective 

development 
Departmentalized Interdisciplinary Teams 
Traditional Instruction Experiential instruction 
Offers only academic classes 
 

Offers exploratory, academic 
and non-academic classes 

Fosters competition Fosters collaboration 
Teacher-centered lessons Student-centered experiences 
Classrooms arranged randomly Classrooms in close proximity 
Course-centered guidance 
services 

Student centered guidance 
services 



P.R.I.D.E. 
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•  Field Trips 

•  G.O. Activities 

•  Friday Night Live 
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Success Is… 

•  Transition Program 

•  Teaming 
•  Guidance & 

Psychological Services 
 

•  Joe Torre Foundation 
•  Margaret’s Place 

•  Specialized Programs 
 



Intellectual Success Is… 
 
•  Literacy Across 

Disciplines 

•  Critical Thinking 

•  Engagement 

•  Opportunities 



Where Are We? 
Common Core     Assessments 

 



Sample Assessment Questions 

2010 2013 



Sample Assessment Questions 
2010 

2013 



Student Performance 

•  ELA 

•  Math 

•  Algebra 

•  Earth Science 
 



Where We Are:  NYS Assessments 



Where We Are:  NYS Assessments 



ELA 7 and Math7 Proficiency  

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010* 2011 2012 2013** 2013 
(old) 

Math 86% 94% 93% 96% 84% 84% 86% 62% 93% 
ELA 84% 85% 85% 91% 83% 85% 82% 70% 85% 

0% 

10% 

20% 

30% 

40% 

50% 

60% 

70% 

80% 

90% 

100% 

*Cut Score Change, 2010 
**CCLS exam/cut score change, 2013 



What Are We Doing? 

•  Literacy 

•  Critical Thinking 

•  Engagement 

•  Opportunities 
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•  Curriculum 
Revisions 

•  Argument Writing 

•  Vocabulary and 
Common Language 

•  Multiple Literacies 

•  Cross-Curricular 
Literacy 

 

Literacy Across Disciplines 
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Critical Thinking 

•  Drawing Inferences 

•  Problem Solving 

 



Teaching Problem Solving 

Task: Using your cubes, determine how 
many cubs in all are used to form the tower.  



Solution! 
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Critical Thinking 

•  Drawing Inferences 

•  Problem Solving 
•  Analyzing Sources & 

Data 
•  Document-Based 

Questions 

•  Metacognition 
•  Performance-Based 

Assessments 
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Engagement 

•  Differentiation 

•  Technology 

•  High-Interest Texts 

•  Hands-On Learning 

•  Authentic Learning 
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•  Events 
 

•  Extra Curricular 
Activities 

 

•  Competitions 

 



National Geography Bee 



Our Journey Continues 

•  Equity 
•  Differentiation 
•  Metacognition 
•  Performance Based 

Assessments 
•  Student Choice 



<Play Video> 



QUESTIONS? 


