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Innovative Learning Spaces:  Why?
Strategic Plan Pillar I:  Systematically integrate the principles and 
content of 21st Century learning into academic and co-curricular 
programs to prepare all students to meet current and future 
challenges. 
In order to meet current and future challenges of the 21st Century, all Pelham students 
will:
1. Think critically and creatively to solve problems with multiple literacies
2. Collaborate and communicate effectively as self‐directed learners
3. Integrate technologies seamlessly to enhance excellence in learning
4. Become productive members of a diverse global community
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“Our job is NOT to prepare 
students for something. Our 

job IS to help students 
prepare themselves for 

ANYTHING.”
A.J. Juliani



Innovative Learning Spaces:  What?



Today’s Classrooms Should Support 
Active Student-Centered Learning 
Experiences.



Blueprint for Tomorrow:  Redesigning Schools for Student-Centered Learning (Nair, 2014)

Student-Centered Learning

1. Individualized

2. Community-based

3. Experiential

4. Collaborative



Blueprint for Tomorrow:  Redesigning Schools for Student-Centered Learning (Nair, 2014)

Twenty Modalities of Learning

1.  Independent study
2.  Peer-to-peer tutoring
3.  Team collaboration
4.  One-on-one learning with a teacher
5.  Teacher lecture
6.  Project-based learning
7.  Learning with mobile technology
8.  Distance learning
9.  Internet-based research
10.  Student presentations

11.  Performance-based learning
12.  Seminar / roundtable discussions
13.  Interdisciplinary learning
14.  Naturalist learning
15.  Social / Emotional learning
16.  Art-based learning
17.  Storytelling
18.  Design-based learning (Maker)
19.  Team teaching and learning
20.  Play- and movement-based learning





Innovative Learning Spaces:  How?

Princeton University (2013)



The Four School Design Principles 

1. Be welcoming (safe, nurturing, encouraging good 
citizenship)

2. Be versatile / flexible (agile and personalized)
3. Support varying and specific learning activities (multiple 

learning settings)
4. Send positive messages (about identity and behavior)

Blueprint for Tomorrow:  Redesigning Schools for Student-Centered Learning (Nair, 2014)



Traditional

● Limited Writing Surfaces
● Immobile
● Structured
● Defined
● Limited Personal Space
● Disconnected
● Desks

What differentiates an Innovative from a Traditional Learning 
Space?

Innovative

● Versatile Writing Surfaces
● Mobile
● Flexible
● Open-ended
● Varied Spaces (group & individual work)
● Wi-fi, hot spots, outlets, devices
● Tables, stations, hubs



https://www.edtechteam.com/inspiringspaces/ 

https://www.edtechteam.com/inspiringspaces/












http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O_x4OLsfReQ


Jeanette Golkowski (1st Grade) at Colonial

Emily Kaiser (3rd Grade) at Prospect Hill

Gail Sider (4th Grade) at Hutchinson

Adele Reynolds (5th Grade) at Siwanoy

Nicole Starvatow (6th Grade math) at PMS

K-12 Innovative Committee Leaders
Neil Schleifer (English / Journalism ) 
Room 235 at PMHS

Jeanette Connolly (Bridge Academy) 
Room at PMHS

Marc Sirico & Megan Rice (Social 
Studies) Room 128 at PMHS

Steve Beltecas (Science Research) Room 
at PMHS
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Resources

Articles:
● Infographic: The Science of Classroom Design
● Edutopia Visualizing 21st-Century Classroom Design
● Architecture’s Pivotal Role in the Future of K-12 Learning
● Learning Zones

Furniture:
● Steelecase
● Virco

https://goo.gl/G5hWoC
https://www.edutopia.org/blog/visualizing-21st-century-classroom-design-mary-wade
https://www.edsurge.com/news/2016-07-11-the-secret-to-architecture-s-pivotal-role-in-the-future-of-k-12-learning
http://fcl.eun.org/learning-zones
https://www.steelcase.com/discover/information/education/
http://virco.com/modern-classroom-solutions

