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Rescinds: Issued:
IHBJ 7-17-13

Dyslexia is defined as a specific learning disability that is neurological in origin,
characterized by difficulties with accurate and fluent word recognition and poor spelling
and decoding abilities, which typically result from a deficit in the phonological
component of language that is often unexpected in relation to other cognitive abilities
and the provision of effective classroom instruction, and secondary consequences which
may include problems in reading comprehension and reduced reading experience that
can impede growth of vocabulary and background knowledge.

Rankin County School District shall screen students for dyslexia in the spring of
Kindergarten and the fall of Grade 1. The component of the screening must include:

(i) Phonological awareness and phonemic awareness;

(i) Sound symbol recognition;

(iii) Alphabet knowledge;

(iv) Decoding skills;

(v) Encoding skills; and

(vi) Rapid naming.

If a student fails the screener, the parent or legal guardian will be notified of the results
of the screener. If a parent or legal guardian of a student who fails the dyslexia
screener exercises the option to have a subsequent evaluation performed, such
evaluation shall be administered by any of the licensed professionals, including:
Psychologists, Psychometrists, or Speech Language Pathologists, and the resulting
diagnosis of the subsequent evaluation must be accepted by the school district for
purposes of determining eligibility for placement within a dyslexia therapy program.

Rankin County School District, in its discretion, may perform a comprehensive dyslexia
evaluation. Such evaluation must be administered by any of the licensed professionals
listed above. All referrals must be submitted by the first week in April of each school
year.
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