The Creative Curriculum®
for Preschool
Supporting the Strengths and Needs of Children in Special Education Programs
The same approaches that enable The Creative Curriculum® programs to successfully provide high-quality
learning experiences for all children can also translate into success in special education classrooms.

What is The Creative Curriculum®
for Preschool?
The Creative Curriculum® for Preschool is an award-winning,
research-based curriculum that features exploration and
discovery as a way of learning, enabling children to develop
confidence, creativity, and lifelong critical thinking skills.
Comprising of The Foundation, six research-based volumes
that provide the knowledge base of the curriculum, and the
Daily Resources, which offer step-by-step guidance in the
form of Teaching Guides and additional daily teaching tools,
The Creative Curriculum® for Preschool is fully aligned with
the Head Start Early Learning Outcomes Framework and
early learning standards for each state.
The Creative Curriculum® for Preschool:
• is based on 38 objectives for development and learning,
which are fully aligned with the Head Start Early Learning Outcomes
Framework as well as early learning standards for every state.
• presents knowledge-building volumes and daily practice resources
in tandem, giving every educator the “what,” “why” and “how” of
early childhood education.
• offers complete support for working with English- and
dual-language learners, including detailed guidance that
helps to build teachers’ knowledge about best practices.

• offers daily opportunities to individualize instruction,
helping teachers meet the needs of every learner.
• contains guidance for working with all learners, including advanced
learners and children with disabilities.
• addresses all important areas of development and learning,
from social–emotional and math to technology and the arts, and
incorporates them throughout every part of every day.
• offers daily, built-in opportunities for observation,
helping teachers and administrators clearly see the strong
relationship between curriculum and assessment.
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The Creative Curriculum® for Preschool’s Unique Approach to Learning
Here’s a look at how The Creative Curriculum® for Preschool’s approaches to learning can be
applied in special education programs:

Hands-on Exploration
Our Approach: Children are engaged in investigations of study
topics that offer exploration with hands-on, interactive materials
and resources from their everyday environments.
Application for Special Needs Programs: Every child, no matter
where they are developmentally, can bring prior knowledge when
exploring topics like balls, trees, and clothes. Studies are unique
in offering all children opportunities to investigate and build skills
across all areas of development.

Comprehensive Daily Guidance
Our Approach: Teachers are provided with comprehensive guidance
for all major parts of the day, with room for flexibility to incorporate
additional experiences that are important to each individual
classroom community.
Application for Special Needs Programs: When teachers use
the curriculum’s daily resources, they can be confident that they are
covering all essential objectives, while still having room for the critical
flexibility that’s required to be responsive to the additional needs that
are unique in special education classrooms.

The Creative Curriculum® for Preschool Intentional Teaching Cards™
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Toys and Games

Embedded Professional Development

Jumping Beans

Objective 16

What You Do

Related Objectives: 3a, 5, 7a, 8a, 11a

Demonstrates knowledge
of the alphabet
a. Identiﬁes and names letters

2. Explain that each child will draw a card out of the can,

Our Approach: Embedded professional development provides
strategies to help teachers refine and enhance their teaching
practices in the moment.

Materials: construction

paper; marker; scissors;
lamination supplies or clear contact paper; coﬀee
can (with smooth top edge)

say the name of the letter on the card, and pass the

Make 26 bean-shaped cards (or 52 to include
uppercase and lowercase letters) out of construction
paper and write one letter of the alphabet on each
card. Create 4–5 special “jumping bean” cards by
drawing a bean-shaped character with a funny face
on them. Laminate the cards for durability. Review
the Teaching Sequence below to choose which
cards to put in the coﬀee can. Place the appropriate
cards in the can and label it “Jumping Beans.”

“Jumping bean!” and all of the children must stand

can to the next person in the circle. If a child draws
one of the special jumping bean cards, he calls out,
and jump up and down.

“Let’s see what letter is picked next. I wonder who
will pick the next jumping bean.”
3. Continue until the children have selected all the cards.
Keep the game playful, providing assistance if a child
needs it.
4. Tell the children that they can play the “Jumping
Beans” game in the Toys and Games area at

1. Seat the children in a circle. Show them the can and

choice time.

• Pair children with different ﬁne-motor or
letter-identiﬁcation skills. One child can
shake the can while the other picks a
jumping bean card; or one can whisper
the letter’s name to her partner to say
out loud.

• Use glue or colored tape to raise and add
texture to the letters on the cards.

• Record the words jumping bean into a
child’s communication device.

• Select a movement suitable for all
children in the group when “Jumping
bean!” is called.

• When English-language learners ask
you to name an object in English, ask
them to tell you its name in their home
languages.**

point out the words Jumping Beans. Explain that they

Application for Special Needs Programs: Specific modifications
and strategies for including all children are provided throughout
daily resources to ensure that all children can participate fully
and feel successful.

Including All Children

will be playing a game called “Jumping Beans.”

“Does anyone know what jumping beans are? Has
anyone ever seen real jumping beans?”

• Include English-language learners along

“We’re going to play a game with the jumping
beans in this can.”

• Model what children are expected to do

with English-speaking children.**
by taking a moment to play a “practice”
round. Invite children to practice selecting
a card, identifying the “jumping bean,”
and jumping in response.**

Teaching Sequence
YELLOW

Use three letter cards, including the ﬁrst letter of the child’s name and two other round- or curveshaped letters, such as O or C, and P or S.

GREEN

Include all of the letters in the child’s name and a few others. Prompt the child to talk about
features of each letter she chooses.

BLUE

BLUE

PURPLE

PURPLE

• Was the child able to grasp and draw one
card at a time from the can? (7a)

• How long was the child able to attend to
this activity? (11a)

Related LearningGames®

“This letter is not in your name, but it is in my name, Ms. Parresh. Yes, it’s a P.”
“P has one straight line. The T in your name has two straight lines.”
Include all of the letters in the child’s name, both uppercase and lowercase, and several others.

“You have an uppercase T at the beginning of your name. Let’s see what lowercase letter you
will need next.”
Include all letters of the alphabet, both uppercase and lowercase.

“I’ve put all the letters of the alphabet into the can.”
“What letter did you pull out of the can? Is it an uppercase or lowercase letter?”
“Can you think of a word that starts with that letter?”
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and name? (16a)

• Did the child participate with the group,
e.g., waiting to hear the words “Jumping
bean!” and then getting up to jump? (3a)

Include all of the letters in the child’s name.

“This round letter comes after the big T in your name. Do you know what it is? That’s right,
Tommy, it’s an O.”
GREEN

Questions to Guide
Your Observations
• What letters did the child recognize

“We’ll start with a few letters. Can you tell me the letter you just pulled out of the can? That’s
right, it’s the first letter in your name.”

• 130. Matching Among Similar Pictures

Individualized Instruction
Our Approach: The objectives for development and learning found within
The Creative Curriculum® for Preschool represent widely-held expectations for
children birth through third grade, providing teachers with visibility into strengthsbased progressions of development and learning for all children.
Application for Special Needs Programs: In any given experience, one
child may be demonstrating skills and abilities aligned at or below widely held
expectations, while another may be doing so at a higher level. Our embedded
color-coded teaching sequences, which reflect strengths-based indicators of
development, enable teachers to engage both children in the same small group
experience as well as support their future growth.

Focus on Social–Emotional Development
Our Approach: The curriculum offers a strong focus on social–emotional
development throughout the year as teachers, children, and families build
a classroom community.
Application for Special Needs Programs: Sometimes in special education
classrooms, children need additional support for developing interpersonal
relationships with adults and peers. The curriculum has abundant resources for
encouraging these relationships, as well as other social–emotional skills that are
critical for success in other areas of development and learning.

Support for Responsive Planning
Our Approach: 38 objectives for development and learning are
integrated throughout the resources to help teachers focus on what’s
most important to children’s future school success.
Application for Special Needs Programs: Teachers can plan
responsively based on the needs outlined in a child’s Individual
Education Plan, with access to a rich library of resources that
allow for specific focus on areas that need extra support.
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The Creative Curriculum® for Preschool Components*

The Foundation
The Creative Curriculum® for Preschool: The Foundation provides the
theory and research foundation of the curriculum and helps teachers set
up their classrooms. They contain everything teachers need to know in
order to build and implement a high-quality preschool program.
6 Volumes

Daily Resources
The Creative Curriculum® for Preschool: Daily Resources
provide step-by-step guidance in the form of Teaching Guides,
Intentional Teaching Cards™, and additional daily teaching tools.
The Daily Resources include:
• Six Teaching Guides that provide daily support for the entire school
year, offering comprehensive, detailed plans that each span several
weeks and guide teachers moment-by-moment through the day.

6 Guides

• Intentional Teaching Cards™ that provide playful and engaging
activities, with directions to help teachers individualize each activity
to meet the unique needs of every learner.
• Book Discussion Cards™ that explain how to read and talk about
selected books in the Teaching Strategies® Children’s Book Collection,
helping teachers make the most of repeated, interactive read-alouds
with children.
• The Teaching Strategies® Children’s Book Collection, which features
beloved classic tales, contemporary works by award-winning authors
and illustrators, and original nonfiction titles for use during high-quality
read-alouds.
• Mighty Minutes® that help teachers turn every minute of the
day into learning opportunities, intentionally promoting language,
literacy, math, science, social studies or physical skills during
“in-between” times.
• The Teaching Strategies® Children’s eBook DVDs, which feature
English and Spanish titles in the Children’s Book Collection that have
been adapted for the eLearning environment.

Book Discussion
Cards™

Children’s Book
Collection

(22 cards)

(75 books and 4 big books)

Intentional Teaching Cards™
(201 bilingual cards)

Mighty Minutes®

eBook Collection

(100 cards; also sold
separately)

(30 eBooks, bilingual)

• The Resource Organizer, a specially designed binder in which
resources for the day can be assembled, keeping them close at hand.
• The Guide to The Creative Curriculum® for Preschool, which
provides a thorough overview of each System component and explains
how everything works together to help teachers build high-quality
programs for children.
* English version shown. Also available in Spanish and as a fully bilingual curriculum.

Resource Organizer

Guide to The Creative
Curriculum® for
Preschool
(bilingual)
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For additional information about The Creative Curriculum®
for Preschool, visit us at TeachingStrategies.com/Preschool
or call 800.637.3652, option 6.
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