NAME DATE

Related Activities to Do at Home

Dear Family,

The activities suggested below are related to the mathematics we are
currently studying in school. Doing them with your child can enrich your
child’s mathematical learning.

Counting While we continue to focus on strategies for counting a set of
20 objects accurately, we are also practicing the rote counting sequence
with larger numbers. As a class, we often count aloud from one number
to another. For example, we might start at 40 and count to 55. Find
opportfunities to count aloud together, letting your child pick the starting
and ending numbers. In addition to counting by ones, we have begun
to learn the counting by 10s sequence. You can also practice counting
together by 10s to 100.

Addition and Subtraction We’ve been solving addition and subtraction
problems, and thinking about strategies for solving subtraction problems.
Find ways to present problems about common situations: “Usually, we
have five people at our dinner table, but Maria is eating at a friend’s
house. How many people will there be?” Or, “There were six cookies,

but Joe took two for snack. How many are left?” Encourage children to
explain how they solve such problems. Most kindergarteners show the
starting amount with counters or on their fingers, remove the amount
that is taken away, and then count how many are left. Some may count
back or “just know” some answers.

Combinations of 10 Ten is an important

number in our number system, so we’ve ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘

been thinking about how to make 10. For
example, how many dofts are there? How ‘ ‘

many more do you need to have 10?

You can play a similar game with your fingers. Display a number of
fingers, and ask, “How many to 10?” Students can represent and solve

such problems on their fingers.
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Measuring Weight We’ve been comparing objects to see which is heavier.
Find opportunities to ask your child about the weight of different objects.
For example, “What do you think is heavier, the milk carton or the cereal
box? Why do you think so?” Encourage your child o hold one item in
each hand to feel which weighs more.

[11

Math and Literature You can find these books in your local library and
read them together. These books focus on counting and measuring:

Kroll, Virginia. Equal Shmequal.

Murphy, Stuart J. Leaping Lizards.

Sayre, April, and Sayre, Jeff. One is a Snail, Ten is a Crab.
Slater, Teddy. 98, 99, 100! Ready or Not, Here I Come!
Viggers, Katie. T to 20, Animals Aplenty.

Walsh, Ellen Stoll. Balancing Act.

Yektai, Niki. Bears at the Beach Counting 10 to 20.
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