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B1.2 demonstrate an understanding of the elements of drama by 
selecting and combining several elements and conventions to  
create dramatic effects 

B2.1 express personal responses and preferences and make 
connections to themes and issues presented in their own and 
others’ drama works 

B2.2 identify a favourite scene and give reasons for their 
preference, using correct drama terminology to describe how       
the elements of drama contribute to its effectiveness 

B2.3 identify and give examples of their strengths, interests,        
and areas for improvement as drama creators, performers,          
and audience members 

B3.2 identify and describe a wide variety of ways in which drama 
and theatre make or have made contributions to social, cultural,   
and economic life in a variety of times and places

ATTITUDES IN THE ARTS 
The attitudes of everyone involved w

ith students have a significant effect on how
 students

approach the arts. Parents can dem
onstrate a positive attitude tow

ards the arts at hom
e

and in the com
m

unity, and teachers should ensure that they project a positive attitude
tow

ards the arts in their instruction. Teachers should encourage students to use their
im

agination and their problem
-solving and critical-thinking skills in planning, producing,

and assessing w
orks of art. They should also help students understand that even the m

ost
accom

plished
artists continue to put a great deal of tim

e and effort into their w
ork. 

Teachers can also encourage a positive attitude tow
ards the arts by helping students

learn about careers in various areas of the arts industry. By studying art in a variety of
form

s, learning about artists w
ithin and outside the com

m
unity, and participating in a

variety of artistic activities, students w
ill becom

e better inform
ed about the possibilities

for active participation in the arts later in life. 

Students’ attitudes tow
ards the arts can have a significant effect on their achievem

ent 
of the curriculum

 expectations. Teaching m
ethods and learning activities that encourage

students to recognize the value and relevance of w
hat they are learning w

ill go a long
w

ay tow
ards m

otivating students to w
ork and to learn effectively. 

THE ONTARIO CURRICULUM, GRADES 1–8 | The Arts

10

A. DANCE

OVERALL EXPECTATIONS
By the end of Grade 1, students will:

A1. Creating and Presenting: apply the creative process (see pages 19–22) to the composition of simple
dance phrases, using the elements of dance to communicate feelings and ideas;

A2. Reflecting, Responding, and Analysing: apply the critical analysis process (see pages 23–28) to 
communicate their feelings, ideas, and understandings in response to a variety of dance pieces 
and experiences; 

A3. Exploring Forms and Cultural Contexts: demonstrate an understanding of a variety of dance forms
and styles from the past and present, and their social and/or community contexts.
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FUNDAMENTAL CONCEPTS FOR GRADE 1

Students in Grade 1 will develop understanding of the following concepts through participation in 
various dance experiences (e.g., connecting and altering familiar movements), with particular emphasis
on body and space.

ELEMENTS OF DANCE
• body: body awareness (e.g., awareness of where one is in space in relation to objects in class, awareness

of position), use of body zones (e.g., whole body [versus various body parts], upper body only, lower
body only), use of body parts (e.g., arms, legs, head), body shapes (e.g., big, small, angular, twisted,
curved, straight, closed), locomotor movements (e.g., galloping, skipping, rolling), non-locomotor move-
ments (e.g., arm movements such as swimming/waving, hopping on one foot, jumping on two feet,
kicking, bending knees, melting to the ground, stretching, growing, spinning, folding, bowing), body
bases (e.g., feet as body base, hands and knees as body base) 

• space: levels (e.g., low to high by reaching; high to low by falling, crouching), directions (e.g., forwards,
backwards, sideways), general and personal  

• time: tempo (e.g., fast/slow, movement versus freeze), rhythm (e.g., even, uneven)

• energy: quality (e.g., melting, twitching, slumping, percussive, sustained [as in a held stretch])

• relationship: with a partner (e.g., slow-motion mirroring)

By the end of Grade 1, students will:

A1.1 use movements that are part of their daily
experience in a variety of ways in dance phrases
(e.g., alter and exaggerate movements based on even
rhythms such as walking, galloping, and swimming,
and on uneven rhythms such as skipping and
jumping; amplify and modify percussive movements
such as the movement of a clock ticking or the 
sustained hold of a cat stretching) 

Teacher prompts: “What everyday movements
do you do throughout the day?” “When you

wave hello to a friend who is close by, is your
wave bigger or smaller than when the friend is
far away? How might you change the action of
waving by making the movement bigger/smaller
or faster/slower? Will the speed or rhythm of
the movement change when you make it bigger
or smaller?” 

A1.2 use dance as a language to express feelings
and ideas suggested by songs, stories, and
poems, with a focus on the element of body,
particularly body shapes (e.g., use the entire body
[crouch, slump] and body parts [folded arms, bowed
head] to express an idea such as deep thought)

A1. Creating and Presenting

SPECIFIC EXPECTATIONS

B. DRAMA

OVERALL EXPECTATIONS
By the end of Grade 1, students will:

B1. Creating and Presenting: apply the creative process (see pages 19–22) to dramatic play and process
drama, using the elements and conventions of drama to communicate feelings, ideas, and stories;

B2. Reflecting, Responding, and Analysing: apply the critical analysis process (see pages 23–28) to 
communicate feelings, ideas, and understandings in response to a variety of drama works and 
experiences;

B3. Exploring Forms and Cultural Contexts: demonstrate an understanding of a variety of drama and 
theatre forms and styles from the past and present, and their social and/or community contexts. 

By the end of Grade 1, students will:

B1.1 engage in dramatic play and role play, with
a focus on exploring a variety of sources from
diverse communities, times, and places (e.g.,
retell and enact nursery and other childhood
rhymes, stories, or narratives from picture books;
use movement and voice to explore the thoughts of a
familiar folk tale character in a variety of situations;
use guided imagery and descriptive language to
explore what a character might feel and experience
in a story setting or picture; use group role play to
explore alternative endings to stories, fairy tales,
and personal experiences; use role play or a
tableau at key moments in a story to help the 
protagonist solve a problem; interview a teacher 
in the role of a character from a story)

Teacher prompts: “How can you and your
friends retell the story using puppets?” “How
can you and a partner act out how you think the
story will end – but without using any words?” 

B1.2 demonstrate an understanding of the element
of character by adopting thoughts, feelings,
and gestures relevant to the role being played
(e.g., use facial expressions, body movement, and
words to respond in role to scenarios and questions;
express different points of view after reading a
picture book about issues of belonging and dis-
crimination; work with a partner to create a short
scene that shows the importance of acceptance,
understanding, and inclusion)

Teacher prompts: “When I ask you a question 
as Grandma, how might you answer me as 
the wolf?” “How can you show (e.g., using 
gestures) what you are thinking and feeling
when you are in role? Try to imagine why the
wolf acts the way it does.”

B1.3 plan and shape dramatic play by building
on the ideas of others, both in and out of role
(e.g., In role: add ideas to the dramatic play that
reflect the knowledge and experience of the role
that is being played [such as a scientist mentioning
an experiment or a journalist mentioning an 

B1. Creating and Presenting

SPECIFIC EXPECTATIONS
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FUNDAMENTAL CONCEPTS FOR GRADE 1

Students in Grade 1 will develop an understanding of the following concepts through participation in 
various drama experiences. 

ELEMENTS OF DRAMA
• role/character: adopting the attitude, voice, or emotional state of a fictional character

• relationship: listening and responding in role to other characters in role

• time and place: pretending to be in the established setting of the drama

• tension: being aware of a sense of mystery or of a problem to be solved

• focus and emphasis: being aware of the main idea or issue in the drama

21st century skills of creativity, critical thinking, and 
collaboration are embedded in the process of bringing the 
page to the stage. Seeing live theatre encourages students to 
read, develop critical and creative thinking, and to be curious 
about the world around them. 

This Teacher Resource Guide includes background 
information, questions, and activities that can stand alone or 
work as building blocks toward the creation of a complete 
unit of classroom work. 

THEATRE DE LA SALLE presents MARY POPPINS! 

“Winds in the east, mist coming in.       

Like somethin’ is brewin’, about to begin...” 

Theatre De La Salle is excited to announce MARY POPPINS 
as its practically perfect musical for the 2018/2019 season. 

In this brand new production, producer Michael Luchka and 
directors Glenn Cherny and Lisa Pollock will be joined by 
guest director and TheatreDLS alum Johnny McGroarty, 
choreographer Melissa Jane Shaw, Musical Director Chris 
Tsujiuchi, and Set Designers Michael Bailey and Jerry 
McGroarty, to bring you another must-see family favourite. 

The irresistible story and unforgettable songs will take the 
stage next April as everyone’s favourite nanny swoops in to 
teach the Banks family a lesson or two about love, kindness, 
and imagination. 

Based on the beloved book series by author P.L. Travers, 
MARY POPPINS became an immediate hit when it premiered 
as a Walt Disney movie musical in 1964 starring Julie 
Andrews and Dick Van Dyke. Forty years later, renowned 
theatre impresario Cameron Macintosh conceived an 
enchanting stage musical that combined elements of 
Disney’s film with material inspired by Travers’ books. 
Featuring original music and lyrics by Richard M. Sherman 
and Robert B. Sherman, a book by Downton Abbey creator 
Julian Fellowes, and new songs by George Stiles and 
Anthony Drewe, th is per fect ly magical , proper ly 
heartwarming, supercalifragilistic musical is one the entire 
family will love. 

With classics like ‘A Spoonful of Sugar’, ‘Chim Chim Chiree’, 
‘Feed the Birds,’ and ‘Let’s Go Fly a Kite’, Theatre De La 
Salle’s 2019 production of MARY POPPINS will set your spirit 
soaring “up through the atmosphere, up where the air is 
clear,” as you pay a visit to 17 Cherry Tree Lane! 

☂ ☂ ☂ ☂ ☂ ☂ ☂ ☂ ☂

SupercaligragilisticDELASALLEidocious! 

The Practically Perfect Musical! 
Here at Del, we are celebrating the 25th anniversary of re-privatization this year 
and thought this would be a  practically perfect  way to do so - by bringing 
everyone’s favourite nanny to the De La Salle stage. We have a few special guests 
and some old alumni working alongside us this year. There’s a spoonful of 
surprises in the works as well. 

~ Artistic Director Mr. M. Luchka ~

TEACHER RESOURCE GUIDE:

MARY POPPINS



COMING TO THE THEATER! 
PlayhouseSquare is an exciting venue to see live theater! As 
the country’s largest performing arts center outside of New 
York, the not-for-profit performing arts center utilizes the 
arts to engage individuals and attract more than one million 
guests per year to 1,000+ annual events. PlayhouseSquare 
thus acts as a catalyst for economic growth and vitality 
within the region.

As audience members, you and your students play a vital 
role in the success of the performances. You are part of a 
community that creates the theater experience. For many 
students, this may be their first time viewing a live theater 
production. We encourage teachers to discuss some of the 
differences between watching a television show, attending 
a sporting event or viewing a movie at the cinema. Here are 
a few examples to start the discussion:

   Students are led into the theater and seated by an usher. 

   Theaters are built to magnify sound. Even the slightest 
whisper can be heard throughout the theater. Remember 
that not only can those around you hear you, the 
performers can too. 

   Appropriate responses such as laughing or applauding 
are appreciated. Pay attention to the artists on stage; 
they will let you know what is appropriate. 

   There is no food, drink or gum permitted in the theater. 
Photography and videotaping of performances is not 
permitted.

   When the houselights dim, the performance is about to 
begin. Please turn your attention toward the stage. 

   After the performance, you will be dismissed by bus 
number. Check around your seat to make sure you have 
all of your personal belongings.

Teacher Resource Guide playhousesquare.org/eduresources

De La Salle College is an exciting venue to see live theatre! 
The school was built in 1951 and included an auditorium 
that became the home of Theatre De La Salle. During its 
68-year history, Theatre De La Salle has staged 28 
dramatic productions, 44 musicals, and three musical 
revue shows.

THE THEATRE!

Refreshments will be distributed during the Intermission.

Theatres

theatre
theatre

theatre

theatre.

TEACHER RESOURCE GUIDE:

MARY POPPINS

(above) Mary Poppins creator P.L.Travers (right) and the original Mary Poppins 
from the 1964 Disney film, Julie Andrews (left)

The original cover of MARY POPPINS by P.L. Travers.                                             
She would write a total of eight books in the series.

The cast of the 2018 production of Lionel Bart’s OLIVER!                             
made a promise to the audience: we’ll be back soon! And they are! 



With favourite tunes such as “Jolly Holiday”, “Chim Chim 
Cher-ee” and “Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious”, Mary 
Poppins is a familiar tale for many of us, harkening back to 
the nostalgia of our childhood. And yet the themes still ring 
true for young audiences today.  

How do family members connect with one another?         
Why is it important to find the fantastical in every day?    
What does it mean to believe in your potential to be 
“practically perfect”?   

This play tells the story of a family that is dealing with very 
real concerns. When nanny Mary Poppins blows into the 
Banks household just as the “threads of their lives are all 
ravelling undone”, she provides just a “spoonful of sugar” to 
begin the healing. The Banks children, Jane and Michael, 
discover they have the wisdom and heart to affect change 
as they come to connect to their father and he connects with 
them.  Ultimately, just as we believe at Theatre De La Salle, it 
takes the spirited motivation of these children to change the 
world around them. 

PRE-SHOW DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

Ask students:

• What does it mean to be fair? What does it mean to be 
“good?” 

• What does judgement mean? How does it feel to be 
judged? 

• What does respect mean? What are some ways to show 
respect? How does one gain respect? 

• What are the responsibilities of the members of a family? 

• What responsibilities do children have today? How do they 
differ from the responsibilities children had in the past? 

• How can music and dance help to tell a story? 

 
THE STORY

• What is the wisdom that the children share with their parents? 
What do Mr. and Mrs. Banks learn from Michael and Jane? 

• Where do we see forgiveness in the play? 

• What does Jane mean when she asks her father if he looks for 
a “good man” or a “good idea” when making a decision for 
the bank’s money? 

• How are Miss Andrew and Mary Poppins the same and how 
are they different? 

• Why does Mary leave the Banks family the first time? Why 
does she return? Why does she leave at the end? Do you 
think she will come back again? 

• Discuss the play with your class. What did they like, what did 
they find challenging? Why? Ask for specifics to generate a 
more intense conversation.  

• Would you have liked a nanny like Mary Poppins? How would 
it feel to have a nanny raise you instead of your parents or 
grandparents? What kind of effect do you think that would 
have on your relationship with them now?  

• Mary Poppins tells Mrs. Banks that “anything can happen if 
you let it”. What did she mean by that? Discuss whether or not 
that statement is true, or under what conditions it is true.  

THE THEATRE

• Name three things you noticed about the set. Did the set help 
tell the story? What sort of set would you have designed?  

• What did you like about the costumes? Did the costumes help 
tell the story? What sort of costumes would you have designed?  

• What role did lighting play in telling the story? How did the 
lights enhance what you were seeing?  

• Talk about the actors. Were there moments you were so 
caught up in the story you forgot you were watching a play?  

• Were there any actors who played more than one character? 
What are some ways you can be the same person but play 
different characters?

POST-SHOW ACTIVITIES 
College and Career Readiness (CCR) Anchor Standards 
for Speaking and Listening
Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 4

College and Career Readiness (CCR) Anchor Standards 
for Language
Conventions of Standard English 1
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 5, 6

BEAUTY IS ONLY SKIN DEEP
In Beauty and the Beast, Belle discovers that the Beast is 
not a beast at all. Rather, he is a kind and caring soul and 
she eventually falls in love with him. Form groups of 3-4 
people. Act out a scene showing people befriending and 
accepting someone whose looks or behaviors are different 
from the rest of the group.

College and Career Readiness (CCR) Anchor Standards 
for Writing
Text Types and Purposes 2, 3
Production and Distribution of Writing 4

College and Career Readiness (CCR) Anchor Standards 
for Speaking and Listening
Comprehension and Collaboration 2
Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 6

College and Career Readiness (CCR) Anchor Standards 
for Language
Conventions of Standard English 1, 2
Knowledge of Language 3

College and Career Readiness (CCR) Anchor Standards 
for Reading
Key Ideas and Details 1
Craft and Structure 6

LIVING WAX MUSEUM
Each student should choose a character from Beauty and 
the Beast. Students will write a back-story for their character 
from what they have learned from Beauty and the Beast,  
and/or from their imaginations. For the Living Wax Museum, 
they will dress up or create life-sized paper dolls of their 
characters and perform in the wax museum. The students 
will pose as wax statues until someone presses the “button.” 
At that time, they will come to life and tell about themselves. 
This is a short speech based on their writing. It should be 
memorized and take only about one minute. Students may 
even want to make props for their character.

CRITICAL RESPONSE
Students develop their comprehension when they reflect 
upon what they noticed, wondered about and felt. Engage 
your students in a discussion by posing the following 
questions:

1.  Think about a character in Beauty and the Beast. 
What are his/her character traits? How are you like the 
character? How are you different?

2.   How did the music and sound effects help tell the 
story?

 
 
 
3.  What feelings did each character show (joy, sorrow, 

fear, amazement, surprise, etc.)?
4.  After seeing Disney’s Beauty and the Beast, what 

questions do you have (“I wonder. . .”)?

Teacher Resource Guide playhousesquare.org/eduresourcesTEACHER RESOURCE GUIDE:

MARY POPPINS
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How Mary Poppins  
Became A Musical

CREATING MAGIC: 

One of Village Theatre’s most unique qualities 
is that every one of our shows is custom 
designed from the ground up. This Season we 
are celebrating our team of master craftsmen 
by taking a look behind the scenes at the 
dedication and work put into each and every 
show here at Village Theatre.

Esther Garcia is the Head Women’s Cutter/
Draper at Village Theatre. She works closely 
with our costume shop manager and each show’s 
costume designer to understand the renderings, 
concept, and period of the production. “From 
there, I work with actor’s measurements to 
create custom patterns to fit the performer and 
realize the designer’s vision for the character 
that you see on stage.” She explains. 

All of Esther’s work is done in our Costume 
Shop, located within the Francis J. Gaudette 
theatre. The shop is equipped with industrial 
sewing machines, industrial irons, and much 
more. With costuming needed for all five 
Mainstage productions, Village Originals, and 
KIDSTAGE productions, the shop is always 
working on something. Generally a show’s 
build takes six to eight weeks and the number 
of costumes in every show varies greatly. While 
a really small show can have as few as 12 full 
costumes, larger productions like Funny Girl, 
can have well over 200 full costumes.. 

As a cutter, the most important work Esther 
does happens in the fitting rooms. “It’s the one 
time we have to look at everything to see how 
it fits, mark for alterations, take notes from the 
designer, and make sure everything will run 
smoothly during costume changes.” She says.

Esther’s days are often filled with many 
different projects, depending on where the 
costume shop is in show’s building process. “My 
day can include design meetings with the costume 
designer, fitting eight to ten different costumes on 
an ensemble actor, or working with skirt hems—
so many skirt hems! Any number or combination 
of these can happen during a day. It keeps me on 
my toes!” Thankfully, Esther says, she doesn’t do 
it alone. “Along with another cutter, we manage 
our workloads with the help from teams of highly 
skilled professional stitchers, all of which we 
couldn’t do without their help.”

FIVE FAST FACTS

1 Official Title: Head Women’s Cutter/Draper
2  Hobby Outside of Theatre: Quilting. Yep, I go home 

and sew more!
3 Year You Started: 2004
4 Favorite Musical (To Watch): Hairspray
5 Drink of Choice: Chocolate martini

CREATINGART

Travers, author of 
the Mary Poppins 
books, insisted 
she never created 

Mary Poppins. In true magical fashion, 
Travers’ fastidious leading lady simply 
appeared to her one day, much as Mary 
Poppins simply appears with the east 
wind on 17 Cherry Tree Lane. However, 
Travers did have a key inspirational 
source. Raised by her Aunt Ellie, a woman 
she described as “stern and tender, secret 
and proud, anonymous and loving,” she 
once said Aunt Ellie served as inspiration 
for not only Mary Poppins, but Miss 
Andrew and Miss Lark too. It was 
while living with Aunt Ellie in Bowral, 
Australia, Travers met many people who 
would later become characters in her 
books, including Mrs. Corry. 

Though some of these book characters 
were absent from the Walt Disney film 
adaptation, they were brought back to 
life for the musical you are about to see. 
Travers was not fond of Walt Disney’s 
movie adaptation, saying the real Mary 
Poppins “remained within the covers of 
the books.” She was so unhappy with the 
film, that when Cameron Mackintosh 
approached her in 1993 (when she was 
nearly 94 years old), she only granted the 
rights to him with the addendum that 
the script must be written by an English-
born author. Julian Fellowes (creator 
of Downton Abbey) was brought on to 
write the script due to his knowledge 
of the ‘finer points’ of the English class 
system in the Edwardian era. When 
George Stiles (music) and Anthony 
Drewe (lyrics) heard about the project, 
they put together a demo version of a 
new introductory song for Mary Poppins 
titled “Practically Perfect.” Mackintosh’s 
response was so positive that both were 
brought onto the team for producing  
the musical.

As Brian Sibley and Michael Lassell 
wrote in Mary Poppins: Anything Can 
Happen If You Let It, the musical was a 
collaboration of many creative sources. 
“The musical-theatre Mary Poppins is 
not an attempt to put P.L. Travers’ book 
onstage per se, or even put the Mary 
Poppins movie onstage. Instead, the show’s 
director Richard Eyre and the creative 
team assembled for the production [and] 
incorporated elements of the books and 
the film, the film’s music and new songs, 
the inventions of Walt Disney and his 
studio, and the [creative] of the stage 
musical’s book writer Julian Fellowes and 
[the show’s] team of composers.” 

However, the film and stage musical 
have something else in common. It’s been 
noted that the creative teams behind both 
endeavors agreed the atmosphere in working 
on Mary Poppins was extraordinary. Sibley 
and Lassell wrote: “It was, for both teams, 
as if there was something inherently 
pleasant in having to inhabit the world of 
Mary Poppins on a daily basis.”

Ten years after this magical show 
opened in the West End, we are thrilled 
to be opening this production at Village 
Theatre. As P.L. Travers once said, Mary 
Poppins doesn’t symbolize the magic  
that lies behind everyday life. “She is 
everyday life, which is composed of 
concrete and magic.”

Source Credits: 
Mary Poppins, She Wrote – The Life of P.L. 
Travers by Valerie Lawson
Mary Poppins: Anything Can Happen If You Let 
It by Brian Sibley and Michael Lassell

BY CARLY VESTER

P. L.
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MARY POPPINS Premieres    (1964)

Because she had originated the role on Broadway, Julie 
Andrews was hoping to be cast as Eliza Doolittle in MY FAIR 
LADY, so she didn't accept Disney's offer to play Mary Poppins 
right away. She ended up winning an Academy Award for her 
practically perfect performance. Dick Van Dyke, who played 
the the original Bert character, said  this was the best movie 
he's ever been in. But he also insisted he was miscast, saying 
the part probably should have gone to someone more 
talented. The film was nominated for 13 Academy Awards and 
won five in 1964: Best Actress, Editing, Score, Visual Effects 
and Song ("Chim Chim Cher-ee"). 

MARY POPPINS on Broadway  (2006)

Mary Poppins opened at the New 
Amsterdam Theatre on November 
16, 2006 and grossed nearly 
$300 million during its 2,619 
performances. The Broadway 
musical featured Ashley Brown, 
who’d previously played Belle in 
B&B. She auditioned nine times 
before landing the role of Mary. 

The Broadway version of Mary 
Poppins won the 2007 Tony 
Award for Best Scenic Design. It 
was nominated for 6 other Tony 
Awards including Best Musical, 
Best Choreography and Best 
Leading Actor and Actress in a 
Musical. 

MARY POPPINS RETURNS  (2019)

A sequel to MARY POPPINS has been in the works since its 
original release in 1964. Walt Disney attempted to produce a 
sequel a year later, but was rejected by the author P. L. 
Travers, who dismissed Disney's first adaptation.  

Set in 1930s London, twenty-five years after the events of the 
original film, the film sees Mary Poppins, the former nanny of 
Jane and Michael Banks, returning after a family tragedy. The 
film stars Emily Blunt, Lin-Manuel Miranda, Ben Whishaw, 
Meryl Streep, Colin Firth, Julie Walters and much-loved 
cameos by Angela Lansbury and the original Bert, Dick Van 
Dyke, playing the role of Mr. Dawes Jr, the chairman of Fidelity 
Fiduciary Bank.

Original stars Dick Van Dyke as Bert and Julie Andrews as Mary Poppins (1964)

Original Broadway stars Ashley Brown as Mary Poppins and Gavin Lee as Bert  
at the New Amsterdam Theatre (2006)

The long-awaited sequel to the original MARY POPPINS was released by Walt 
Disney Pictures in 2019 and starred Emily Blunt as Mary Poppins and Broadway 
star Lin-Manuel Miranda as the lamp lighter, Jack.

TEACHER RESOURCE GUIDE:

MARY POPPINS

STEPS IN TIME
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The opening shot of Mary Poppins sitting on a cloud 
contains a gag originally used in Disney’s Dumbo. 
While Poppins checks her makeup, her carpetbag 
slides “through” the cloud. She catches it repeatedly 
just before it falls to oblivion. The stork delivering 
Dumbo does the same thing with his bundle. 

The child actors who play Jane and Michael were 
not told that Dick Van Dyke would also be playing 
Mr. Dawes, Sr., in the bank scenes. Van Dyke 
suggested to Walt Disney that he double in the role 
of Mr. Dawes, Sr. He even offered to play the role for 
free. Disney made him audition for the role, and 
when Van Dyke was cast, they also made him make 
a financial donation to the CalArts Film school. 

Julie Andrews’ performance in Mary Poppins 
convinced the producers of The Sound of Music to 
cast her as Maria von Trapp a year later, where she 
played another singing governess (with decidedly 
fewer magic powers). 

In the original books, Jane and Michael have three 
additional siblings: the twins, John and Barbara, and 
youngest sister Annabel, who is born in the middle of 
the second book, Mary Poppins Comes Back. 
While Jane and Michael are the primary characters 
in the books, the other children do accompany Mary 
Poppins on adventures as well.  

A year after Mary Poppins was released, Hammer 
Horror Studios released The Nanny (1965) which 
starred Bette Davis as a psychopath who comes to 
kill the children in her care. Ironically, she is also 
referred to as Mary Poppins. 

2019 marks a few supercalifragilistic milestones: the 
85th Anniversary of the book’s publication (1934); 
the 55th Anniversary of the feature film’s release 
(August 27, 1964), and the 15th Anniversary of the 
stage musical’s premiere (2004)

Supercalifragilistic TRIVIA

Mary Poppins was the first film the Walt Disney 
Company ever released on DVD format. 

It took Walt Disney 20 years to secure the film rights 
to Mary Poppins from prickly P.L. Travers, who 
almost sabotaged the movie. 

Travers so disliked the Disney adaptation and the 
way she felt she had been treated during the 
product ion that when producer Cameron 
Mackintosh approached her years later about 
making the British stage musical she acquiesced 
only on conditions that English-born writers alone 
and no one from the original film production was to 
be directly involved. This specifically excluded the 
Sherman Brothers from writing additional songs for 
the production. These points were even stipulated 
in her last will and testament. 

Though the Sherman Brothers claimed they made 
the word up themselves, a 1949 song called 
“Supercalafajaistickespeealadojus” would seem to 
say otherwise. The writers of the song, Barney 
Young and Gloria Parker, sued for $12 million. They 
lost because lawyers were able to present 
evidence showing that the nonsense word had 
been around, in some form or another, for decades. 

The word “Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious” was 
officially added to the Oxford English Dictionary in 
1986. 

Julie Andrews was left hanging in mid-air during 
one par t icular ly long camera setup. The 
stagehands unwittingly lowered her wire harness 
rather rapidly. “Is she down yet?” called a grip. 
“You bloody well better believe she is!” fumed 
Andrews.  

Many of the nannies that are lined up for the 
available nanny role in the film were actually men 
dressed in drag. It's no wonder Mary Poppins 
stood out as much as she did. 
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☂

☂

☂

☂

☂

☂
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Rehearsing for the 2019 production of  

The cast rehearses the complex choreography for the show stopping  
“Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious” number near the end of Act 1

The cast of TheatreDLS’s MARY POPPINS has a wide array of talented students in 
Grades 5 through 12 who range in ages from 9 to 17. Here are some of them.

Audrey Cheng and Vasili Prangikos rehearse 
“The Perfect Nanny”, their first duet!

MARY Christmas from the Banks children, 
Vasili Prangikos and Audrey Cheng

The cast of MARY POPPINS gets a visit from 
TheatreDLS alum Max Gibson.

Being Mr. and Mrs. Banks: Grade 12 cast 
members Jon Cucchiella and Megan Campbell 

TEACHER RESOURCE GUIDE:

MARY POPPINS

Megan Campbell (Mrs. Banks), Olivia Misasi (Robertson Ay),  
Savanna La Selva (Mary Poppins) and Audrey Cheng (Jane Banks) practice their vocals.



Audrey made her TheatreDLS debut in the 2018 production of Lionel 
Bart's musical Oliver! as one of Fagin’s boys. Audrey made her stage 
debut at age 7 with the Bravo Academy production of Seussical: The 
Musical. At age 10, she appeared asMrs. Potts in Bravo’s production of 
Beauty and the Beast. Audrey has been pursuing vocal training with 
Breanne Dietrich. She has performed with the CCOC and won Platinum 
First Place Best of Class at the Kiwanis Festival.

AUDREY CHENG  (Jane Banks)

VASILI PRANGIKOS  (Michael Banks)

Vasili is only in Grade 5 but he’s not new to the stage. He started 
dancing at the age of 3 and for the last four years, has been training 
and dancing competitively with the Boundless Dance Company.  Vasili 
is a multi-medal winner at several dance festivals, including On the 
Floor, Inspire, Starbound, and Kick it Up. Vasili is represented by the 
Camera Talent Acting Agency. He made his film debut in a short film 
called 3 a.m. and has done print modelling for Walmart, K’Nex, and 
Hasbro.  He is making his TheatreDLS debut in MARY POPPINS.

MEET our CAST

TEACHER RESOURCE GUIDE:

MARY POPPINS
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Across
4. Parrot handled
7. Servant who cares for children
8. “What’s more important a good man or
a good _______?”
10. Bert’s dusty job
11. Based on the books by P.L. ________
12. Walt ________

Down
1. She’s “Practically Perfect”
2. Spoon full of _______
3. Jane and Michael’s last name
5. _________ Tree Lane
6. Mr. Banks’ profession
9. Mrs. Banks was an __________
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Down
1. She’s “Practically Perfect”
2. Spoon full of _______
3. Jane and Michael’s last name
5. _________ Tree Lane
6. Mr. Banks’ profession
9. Mrs. Banks was an __________
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