
HEAL TH AND WELLNESS

PEDICULOSIS (HEAD LICE) PROTOCOL 

Head lice, pediculus humanus capitis, have been a health problem since the beginning of 

recorded time. They can be found on persons of any age, race, sex, or socioeconomic class. 
They are not an indication of insufficient hygiene or poor living conditions. They are not found 
on domestic pets, and differ from body lice and pubic lice. They do not jump or fly. They 

crawl from one person to another or use an object as a transmission vehicle. 

In conjunction with the Oklahoma State Department of Health, Tulsa Public Schools has 

adopted the following Pediculosis (head lice) Protocol focusing on prevention and thorough 
treatment of identified cases. The protocol is as follows: 

Screenings: 

A. Classrooms are screened when a case is identified. Siblings and other students residing in the
residence of an affected student are also screened, regardless of the TPS school site. If affected,
their classrooms are checked on an as needed basis. Students can be referred to clinic at any time
staff or parents f

e

el a screening is necessary.

B. Health personnel and designated staff must conduct screenings under the appropriate lighting
and must either wash their hands/gloves or change gloves between each student.

84 














