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The Delaware County Christian School (DC) Keynoter is published

tri-annually to communicate our school vision and news to alumni,

friends, family, and prayer partners of the school. Delaware County

Christian School was established in 1950. Today, the school serves

782 Pre-K through Grade 12 students at two campuses in Newtown

Square and Devon, PA.

Delaware County Christian School (DC) is accredited by the Middle
States Association of Colleges and Schools and by the Association

of

Christian Schools International. DC admits students of any race, color,

and national/ethnic origin to all of the rights, privileges, programs
and activities generally accorded or made available to students at
the school. It does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, or
national/ethnic origin in administration of its educational policies,
admissions policies, scholarship and loan programs, or athletic
and other school-administered programs. In addition, Delaware
County Christian School is authorized under federal law to enroll

nonimmigrant students.

PLEASE SEND NAME & ADDRESS CORRECTION

S

OR CHANGES TO DEVELOPMENT@DCCS.ORG OR

CALL 610-353-6522 X2207

MISSION:
Our mission is to educate students who will serve God

CESA

and impact the world through biblical thought and action.

2014-15 SCHOOL VERSE:
“Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess,
for He who promised is faithful.” Hebrews 10:23

Delaware County Christian School

462 Malin Road Newtown Square, PA 19073
PHONE: 610-353-6522

WWW.DCCS.ORG

On the Cover:

DOING EVERYTHING TO THE GLORY OF COD
COMPELS US TO EXCELLENCE.

Grounds - Peter Keelan

Photo - Chris Leaman
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CELEBRATING OUR COMMUNITY

Dear Friends,

In this issue of the Keynoter we are highlighting our school's Core Value of
Community. | am grateful for the community that exists here at DC. Katie,
Eliot, and | have now been living among you for the past eighteen months.
As we consider what we have experienced thus far, we are overwhelmed
by CGod's grace, as we prayed to be surrounded by like-minded people who
share our passion for our Creator, for family, and for education. What we
have found has exceeded our hopes and expectations. In reflecting upon
the past year our family has been engaged with a community that has
loved and cared for us in many ways. Katie has found deep friendships
with many women who share her love of life, science, cooking, family, and
the Lord, to name only a few connections. Eliot has found fast friends who
love to run, to swing, and to play cars. What could be better for a four-year-
old boy? | have, likewise, made quality connections, which include being
reintroduced to ice hockey after a 32 year time-out (following a less than
stellar, almost non-existent pee-wee hockey career). | have been prayed for
regularly and we have been blessed to find a church that has reached out

to us as a family.

As we walk together through the 2014-15 school year, | encourage each
person within the DC family to think deeply about what it means to live

in community, to consider how we, as an institution, may continually
support one another, and how we together may engage the world in more
profound and impactful ways. We are a wonderful community that is
actively engaged; however, my challenge to all of us, myselfincluded, is
that we seek to do so to a heightened degree, seeking to always be aware of
the person in need, the family who struggles, and the friend in crisis. Let us
also continue to seek to encourage the child who has excelled, the teacher
who has made a difference, and the parent who has faithfully committed

so much.

Please take special note of the Annual Report found in the back of this
issue. As we consider DC's current financial situation, we have much to

be thankful for. Our school is a reflection of the high value we place on
community and generosity. May we seek to grow together understanding
and living as members who continually demonstrate grace and love.

Soli Deo Gloria,

‘j%/, Wt

Timothy P Wiens, Ed.D.
Head of School







INTERNATIONAL

15 Years of Global Reach and Impact:

Belarus - China - Congo - Costa Rica - South Africa
Germany - Ghana - Japan - Mali - Mexico - Nigeria - South Korea
Taiwan - Ukraine



DC'S THRIVING
INTERNATIONAL PROGRAM
EXPANDS OUR SCHOOL
COMMUNITY ON A
GLOBAL SCALE

FIFTEEN YEARS OF GLOBAL REACH AND IMPACT

Headmaster Emeritus, Ken Tanis, has been at the forefront of DC's International Program from
its primitive beginnings in 1999 until this past summer when Mrs. Noel Chang assumed leader-
ship of the now full-fledged program.

In reflecting on the remarkable growth of the program over the past fifteen years Ken states:

“When the International Program was in its infancy fifteen years ago, it was marked
by an occasional student who was brought to our attention by a missionary or a
mission group. These contacts were primarily interested in allowing students from
outside the United States to have the rich experience of a Christian education which
was not available in their home country. Enrollment of these students necessitated
pre-approval from Immigration and Naturalization Services. We secured these
approvals not realizing that God had bigger and broader things in store for us.
About10 years ago, contacts with prospective Asian students began to increase.
What began as a trickle on the national scale became a torrent. Today, there are over
75,000 international students attending American high schools. While the initial
flow of students was from Korea, China now leads the way”

According to Ken, DC's intentional development of its Host Family Program has been a key to the program's success, for both the school
and for the participating students themselves. The Host Family Program effectively serves students seeking an education and cultural
experience in America and creates a well-rounded global dimension for DC's international students. In addition, the program offers school
families an opportunity to influence the faith development of other students within the confines of their home and their church. Ken
notes that “Over the years, the hospitality of DC families has been remarkable”

The Host Family Program also provides opportunities to compare, contrast, learn from, and respect people and cultures different from the
dominant culture of the school. The goal for all DC students is that they “impact the world” The Host Family Program plays a direct role in
achieving this objective.

Host families willingly permit students, in addition to their own children, to live “up close and personal” within their families. The
expectation is that the international student will connect with the family and participate in all the activities of the family. This requires
exceptional maturity on the part of host families and international students alike.



No one can dispute that in the sixty-five years
since DC's founding, the world has changed
dramatically. In1950, the small group of
parents who dreamed of starting a school that
would provide quality, Christian education for
students in Delaware County, Pennsylvania,
probably neverimagined thatin 2014, the
school's student body would include forty-
eight students from countries well beyond
America's borders.

STRONGER THROUGH DIVERSITY

Over the years, DC has sought to celebrate and embrace diversity. It
is believed that greater blessing is achieved for all when individuals,
families, faculty, and staff learn from each other's varied perspective.
As a result, racial, denominational, economic, and academic diversi-
ty has enriched the educational experience for all and has prohibited
the school from becoming a mono-cultural community. Such a
culture would be incongruent with real life and God's kingdom.

The International Student Program has further increased DC's
diversity as our community now includes students from other
nations and cultural heritages. These students have contributed
effectively to our academic, athletic, aesthetic, and general school
climate in significant ways. Since we live in a world which has
become increasingly interconnected by the advances of technology,
finance, and business, our students need to be prepared for a global
community by living in a global community which will increase their
understanding and comfort level with persons of other cultures. The
International Student Program provides a rich, first-hand experience

that contributes significantly to that very objective.

While the addition of international students has en-

riched our school community in many ways, equally
important is the impact DC has made in the lives

of these courageous students who have left all that
is familiar to them to experience life at a Christian
school in America. Of her DC experience, sophomore

and native Korean Sunny Shin says:

“I've been part of DC for two years now and DC has
opened up so many opportunities for me, especially
in areas like drama and music, which are now a

very big part of my life. The teachers here are won-
derful and when we pray together in the beginning
of the class or when | go talk to them individually,

| feel that they truly care about me. I'm so grateful
every day for all my friends and everyone else who |
have met here!”

Reflecting on this dual positive impact, it is apparent
that the combination of a Christian host home, the
Christian school, and attendance at a solid Christian
church is having an amazing effect in developing a
life of faith in our international students. It turns out
that the “three legged stool” analogy of home, school,
and church that was often cited by DC's founding
parents is a concept that transcends all languages
and cultures. God's blessings through the formation

of the International Program, and the expanded

diversity within our community that the program

brings, have been very rich indeed. Our community
experiences unity because all we do, teach, and learn
is rooted in Christ, the Savior and Redeemer of all

people.






Introducing

NOEL LI CHANG

As DC’s new Director of International Student
Admissions and Programming, Mrs. Noel Li Chang
works closely with all current and new international students.

“Hello! I identify myself as an ABC—American Born Chinese —with
bicultural roots in both the American and Asian cultures. Growing
up as an ABC, | straddled these two different cultures as | navigated
the American school system while being raised in a Chinese home.
My past experiences and adventures have funneled my skills to
serving the DC International Program at this stage of the program's
development. While obtaining my bachelor's degree in teaching from Wheaton College (IL), | served as the Vice
President of the campus Chinese Culture Club, where | organized campus-wide events to showcase Chinese cul-
ture and traditions. During my time at the University of Pennsylvania, | researched and challenged educational
meritocracy in terms of Asian students in America, specifically the history of the ‘model minority stereotype and
how it affects the social and cultural constructs of today's Asian international students in American high schools.
On top of my research, | gave campus tours and met with prospective students as an Admissions Ambassador for
the University of Pennsylvania. These experiences and adventures equipped me with diverse and beneficial skills
to add to the already endowed International Program at DC.

| wear many different hats in my role as director—administrator, mentor, advocate, event organizer, camp coordi-
nator, and many other vital roles. | was initially drawn to this position given my background teaching algebra and
chemistry to international students; in other words, | have hands-on experience teaching international students
that will help me as | form and frame academic guidelines and policies.

As | continue settling into this role by learning the ins and outs of this program, | seek to use my past, present,
and future experiences and adventures to glorify God. My vision for DC's International Program entails having a
robust international outreach and an even greater internal support system for the DC teachers and international
students—all to the Glory of God!”

THE INTERNATIONAL TEAM

M NS
Mrs. Arlene Warmhold, Dr. Robin MacDonald, Mrs. Christine Allen,
International Admissions High School ESL Academic Advocate

Not pictured: Mrs. Renee Perri, Middle School ELL




NATIONAL STUDENT

CAM Y%\f

PROFILE & o

he O'Leary family, Pat and Molly, parents of Parker (12) and Davis (17), became a first time host family forjunior class mem-

ber and native South Korean Jackson (Kang Ryn) Lee at the start of the 2014-15 school year. Molly recently shared her family's
journey in deciding to become a host family.

What were some of the factors/situations that caused you to consider hosting an international student in your home?

“For the past two years since our older son, Parker, went to Taylor University, his room has been quite empty and our house rather
quiet with only Davis at home. Last spring, each time that | would walk past Parker's room, | felt the Lord tugging on my heart to
consider filling that room. | wasn't sure exactly what He meant, until | noticed the flyers posted around DC's campus expressing
the need for school families to host international students. | mentioned to Pat that | was wondering what he thought about

us becoming host parents, and he agreed to pray about it and to learn more about the program. Soon after | met with Arlene
Warmhold in DC's Admissions office. Pat and | read through the materials that she had provided for us, and felt confirmation
thatindeed the Lord was leading us to take this step of faith and responsibility.”



What plans did you put in place to help your student transition to your home?

“Our student, Jackson, came to us quite seasoned as a Korean student in America. DCis his third
school in three years, thus we are his third host family. Before his arrival, we prepared his room,
bought a rice cooker, read about Korean culture, and prayed that the Lord would prepare our hearts
to welcome and accept Jackson. Davis and | met him at the airport with a giant happy face balloon
and a poster to show him who we were and make him feel excited about being here. He has fit right
into our routines, boundaries, and family structure. Jackson has helped us tremendously in being
host parents. He is helpful, respectful, and interested in being a part of our lives.

What have you learned from your host family experience?

“Kids are kids, no matter the color of their skin or language that they speak. Welcoming someone
into your family is very different than having a house guest. In our orientation before Jackson
arrived, we were encouraged to include our international students into our family including chores,
social activities, outings, etc. Following that advice has been a key to our success. The surprise or
really, not a surprise, because the Lord clearly led us to welcome Jackson into our family, is that he is
a perfect fit for us! We are excited to take him with us to meet our families in Texas over Christmas
break. We can't wait to see Jackson in a cowboy hat!”

What would you say to a family that is considering hosting an international student?

“Be open to the Lord's leading. For many years | watched from the wings and wondered what it
would be like (to host). I had an abundance of fears, concerns, worries and ‘what ifs’ about being

a host parent. Our experience up to now has truly exceeded our expectations and wiped out any
concerns we had. There was definitely a ‘get adjusted’ time, and keeping communication open and
honest has been very helpful to all of us. We are honored to have the opportunity to open our home
and hearts to Jackson and are grateful for this time to be stretched in our faith. When | was speaking
to Arlene (Warmhold) before we made this decision, she told me that being a host mom has helped
her be a better mom to her family because she was forced to rely on the Lord even more. What a
true statement and blessing thatis!”

“Having a host family means that | have a new family! With my host family, | have life
experiences that | would never have experienced in my home country. My host mom
is a good cook and my host dad is kind and listens to my words. My host brotheris a
real friend and brother to me. The O'Learys and | fit well together; we like and respect
each other”

For more information on becoming a host family, please contact Arlene Warmhold in the Admissions Office
atawarmhold@dccs.org.
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READS

By Molly Harnish, Class of 2017 and
DC Reads Participant

Bringing Our Sehool Community
Together in New Ways —

On October 2, the eighth anniversary of

the Nickel Mines shooting, DC parents and
teachers gathered to discuss the book

Amish Grace. The authors of this non-fiction
work, Donald B. Kraybill, Steven M. Nolt, and
David L. Weaver-Zercher, sought to probe the
roots and repercussions of the Amish peo-
ple's quick forgiveness for the shooter and
his family in the aftermath of the tragedy.
Kraybill, Nolt, and Weaver-Zercher explored
questions concerning the validity and origin
of this forgiveness while allowing the reader
aglimpse into the Amish belief system and
way of life.

Amish Crace is a well-written book which
adds depth and complexity to the idea of
forgiveness while providing the context of
the beliefs of the Amish who granted that
forgiveness. When | began to read it, | knew
that the DC community's opinions on the
morals presented in Amish Grace would be
thought-provoking, and my expectations
proved to be correct. On the night of the
discussion, those in attendance splitinto
groups to discuss forgiveness, reconciliation,
and grace. As the parents brought real-life
experiences to the discussion, it became
increasingly apparent that forgiveness is a
complex, sensitive issue that we as Christians
must wrestle with daily.
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To conclude the discussion, attendees
grappled with the question of how to apply
forgiveness to interactions within the DC
community. Although opinions about

the details of forgiveness differed, the
attendees agreed that forgiveness in the DC
community must be intentional, based on
the model of God's forgiveness.

Discussing Amish Grace was an experience
that knit the DC community together as we
brought the issue of forgiveness under the
microscope of discussion.

The next DC Reads featuring Wendell
Berry's Hannah Coulter, will take place on
Tuesday, January 13,2015 at 7:00 p.m.




Seeing a need and opportunity for the larger school
community, DC's Athletic Department had a vision to
expand the performance training program offered to
student athletes into some type of program for adults.
Now, eighteen months later, a group of dedicated parents
meets regularly for FIT Club. In addition, a number of
faculty and staff members participate in a post-school
day class as well.

FIT is led by parentJami Walker, who brings her background in

physical education and certification as a group personal trainer to DC's gyms with positive results for all participants. Noting
the success of this program, Jami states, “| feel like one of the biggest reasons people aren't consistent with working out is
they don't have the accountability they need to stick with it. FIT Club gives them that opportunity.”

FIT Club offers an exercise program designed to meet the needs of people with varying fitness levels. Not that class mem-
bers can take it easy though; everyone finds they are pushed and motivated to improve. Parent Sara Grim states she hasn't
found another program that compares to FIT. “What | enjoy about FIT is the intense burst of action in a relatively short class.
My progress is tracked and this enables me to compete against my last perfomance. Jami is warm and friendly; she leads by
example while gently challenging us to go to the next level. I've made new friends, and we often pray together as a group or
meet after class for deeper discussions.”

It's evident that this new offering is a great “fit” for the DC community in many ways.

DC 5-K and 1 Mile Fun Run & Walk

The DC 5-K and One Mile Fun Run and Walk provides a great rallying activity for all
ages and segments of our school community and beyond. The event raises money
for The Annual Fund for DC and is enjoyed by all who participate. This year, the

DC 5K was incorporated into Homecoming Weekend. Over 150 parents, students,
faculty, staff, alumni, and friends of DC registered. Coach George McFarland and
members of the varsity cross country team helped man the race course and pro-
vided encouragement to all participants.

TAILGATING

With DC's football program now in it's fifth season, the tradition of
tailgating is gaining momentum within the DC community. Social .-
media and electronic sign-ups make it easy for students and parents |\
to organize the outings and the food offerings. One home game

tailgate in September featured a food and decoration competition
amongst the middle school grades, with the seventh grade

participants scoring big in the pre-game festivities.
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New Name,

Building on a thirteen year tradition of successful day camp
offerings, DC Summer Programs (formerly Camp Teekna)
took the summer of 2014 by storm following a valuable
reorganization effort spearheaded by Director, Mr. Kevin

Mclntyre.

The purpose of the reorganization was three-fold.

First, a rebranding resulted in a new program name that was
more clearly associated with DC. Secondly, offerings were re-
structured and expanded to better meet the needs of campers
and their parents—all at a value driven price point. And finally,
the reorganization proved to strengthen relationships on a

community level.

The results of the reorganization were visible and encouraging

as both campuses were active throughout the summer with

campers participating in a variety of activities including

day camps, sports instruction, and academic enrichment
opportunities. The energy level amongst the camp staff and
campers remained high throughout the seven week program
season, indicating that this past summer was the best yet for
participating members of our current student body and the

local community as well.

Connecting our school community to the broader nearby
communities continues to be a strong component of DC's
long-term objectives through its summer programs. In fact,
close to 50% of all registrations this summer were from non-
DC families. Campers came from as close to next door to as

far away as Florida. Over the years, numerous families have
enrolled their students in DC after participating in our summer

camp program.



Connecting Our School,
Alumni, and Local
Communities

DC Summer Programs also provide a way for our alumni to stay
connected with their alma mater and fellow alums. Director Kevin
Mclntyre comments, “The camaraderie amongst the alumni staff has
been especially gratifying to watch. This past summer, we employed
seven recent DC alumni on our staff and expect similar numbers

next year” While these alumni staffers enjoy connecting with one
another, they also find joy in their service and ability to impact the
lives of campers. Laura Briggs ‘07 states, “Working here [at DC Summer
Programs] as an alumnus was such a rewarding experience. Giving
back to the school that gave so much to me made every day fun.” In
addition to our alumni staff, we also have campers whose parents are
DC graduates. For this group of alumni, our summer program options

provide yet another point of connection back to DC.

Thank you to everyone within the DC community and beyond who
support our summer programs either through attendance, raising
awareness, or prayer. Through this support, DC Summer Programs
provide a great benefit for our school and local communities and
provide a point of connection and opportunity for meaningful service

for our alumni.




FOCUS ON ACADEMICS

AlL

SCHOOLS FOR
APPLIED & INNOVATIVE
LEARNING

EXAMINING

ACADEMIC PROGRAMS
THROUGH THE LENS
OF OUR CORE VALUES
SETS NEW COURSE
OF LEARNING

By Robin Bronkema
Dean of Academics

The firstinitiative in DC's Strategic Plan for 2014-2017 is a commitment to restructure school programming to meet the needs and desires
of 21st century families interested in a high-quality Christian education. A significant step in executing this initiative is the introduction of
anew model of applied and innovative learning designed to expand on DC's liberal arts educational framework.

In August 2015 DC will launch new learning opportunities through SAIL—integrated academic courses intentionally designed to teach

our students to engage with authentic problems and currentissues, and develop the agency to work toward solutions that impact their
communities and this world for Christ.

Whatis SAIL?

SAIL stands for Schools for Applied and Innovative Learning and will be comprised of three components: The School of Arts, The School
of Humanities, and The School of STEM. The courses offered in these schools will look very different from our current courses. (Our
current courses will continue to be offered in, what we will be referring to as, the School of Liberal Arts, since we are and have long been
a school that provides a liberal arts education.) SAIL courses will be characterized as:

- interdisciplinary - product-based - hands-on
- collaborative - experiential

Students will experiment and take meaningful risks; they will be empowered to solve complex problems; they will have the time

and space to dig deep into matters of importance; and they will connect the work of thinking to the work of doing. Interdisciplinary
considerations will be brought to bear on challenging issues; as a result, many perspectives will inform action and our students will
experience the interconnected world of knowledge that comes from our Creator. Essentially, the courses of these three SAIL schools
provide the intended “final phase” of a good liberal arts program - which is for students to use the knowledge acquired in our School of

Liberal Arts to solve real-world problems. Thus, the liberal arts learning is the core of learning that unlocks and informs work in more
specialized areas of inquiry that will be explored in SAIL.



FOCUS ON ACADEMICS

Why SAIL?

Jim Favino, high school English teacher and co-chair of the SAIL task force,
recently shared with faculty the rationale for SAIL. He explained that the
demands of our world - one that is highly connected and depends on the
ability to access, evaluate, and apply large amounts of knowledge - require
people of impact to have an education that goes beyond the silos of the
American industrial model of education. He noted that, “This system...denies
humans’innate intelligence, vast learning differences, unique perspectives,
and individual abilities to generate ideas. Most disturbingly, it denies that
education has any absolute mark that it is driving towards. As Christians,
we emphatically reject these ideas. Education is centered on knowing and
worshiping God.. What SAIL sets out to do, and why we are excited about
it,is to practically reconnect the idea of scholarship with its theological
implications that there is a purpose to our learning: It is to be applied to
various situations to glorify God.”

Why the Liberal Arts plus SAIL?

This past February, a local liberal arts college hosted a symposium on the future of the liberal arts. Speakers at the symposium
noted that nimbleness, continuous learning, and the ability to transform ideas into action, are critical in this fast-moving world. The
speakers at the symposium emphasized that learning for the sake of learning is not enough for students in liberal arts institutions;
rather, they have a responsibility to use their knowledge to improve the world for the common good. How much more is that true
for students at Christian liberal arts institutions, particularly DC with a mission statement that calls for students to impact the

world through biblical thought and action? In light of this truth, we believe SAIL will help us better accomplish our mission, because
through it, we will be fostering and facilitating biblical action.The speakers at the liberal arts symposium put forth three skills that
would enhance a liberal arts education:

1. Make something from nothing—Structure classes in a way that allows for innovation and design-centered
thinking. Allow space and time for deliberation and rumination.

2. Take the theoretical and actualize it - Connect the work of thinking to the work of doing.

3. Take intellectual risks - Have humility and a growth mindset coupled with the confidence to try things.
It's not just about the answers; it's also about the questions.

These three skills are at the heart of SAIL. With the School of Liberal Arts and SAIL, DC students will have the full complement of
knowledge and application. DC's liberal arts approach to learning allows students to think deeply and broadly; SAIL will allow them
to take action, develop solutions, and create meaningful products.



SAIL Development

Every C day morning at 7:30, upper
A ’ l campus teachers gather to plan for
SAIL. Their experience in this planning

SCHOOLS FOR and development phase of SAIL mirrors
APPLIED & INNOVATIVE

LEARNING in some ways what our students will

experience in SAIL:.

- generation of ideas - elements of meaningful risk - problem solving
-empowerment to address anissue - collaboration -interdisciplinary work
- the creation of a product

DC teachers have been given the autonomy to create courses that reconnect the idea of
scholarship with its theological implications that there is a purpose to our learning.

What Will SAIL Look Like?

Middle school and high school students will learn in the SAIL schools one
day per week, and will learn in The School of Liberal Arts - our core courses

in Bible, math, science, English, history, world languages, and fine arts - the
other four days per week. Thus, we will no longer have a 7-day schedule, but
a 5-day Monday-through-Friday schedule. Our core curriculum will remain
largely as is. The amount of time students will spend in courses in the
School of Liberal Arts will be about the same as it is now, and in some cases
it will increase. The way we will accomplish that is through streamlining our
current programs and by employing block scheduling at the high school
level - which adds time and space for students to think deeply, collaborate,
and integrate their subjects and their faith more fully. These changes to the
structure of the day will result in high school students taking fewer classes
per day to allow for more meaningful class time and fewer subjects with
homework each night.

An example of streamlining our programs can be seen in a reconfigured
oth grade course entitled A.R.C.H.E., from the Greek arche, which means
beginning. This acronym stands for: Art, Rhetoric, Christian Hermeneutics,
and Elocution. Itis an integrated Bible, history, and English class in the
School of Liberal Arts that will exemplify learning the way we live life:
integrated rather than compartmentalized. In recent years, some teachers
at DC have formed partnerships organically in the areas of history and
Bible, and English. ARCHE formalizes and expands those interdisciplinary
partnerships. A team of six teachers—two from each discipline - is
developing the curriculum for this exciting reconfigured course.




IN THE HIGH SCHOOL

On the SAIL day of each week, high schoolers will take two SAIL
courses per semester, four for the year. The SAIL courses will be
approximately two hours in length. For example, in the morning
two-hour block, students might take a course in the School of
STEM that focuses on the global water dilemma. In this course,
they might study the biology, ecology, sociology, economics,
geo-political ramifications, and scriptural grounding of this
dilemma. Science and math teachers might work with human-
ities teachers to develop a curriculum that allows students to get
a real-world, grounded, and multidisciplinary understanding of
this problem. Then, the products of this course can be a result

of the students’ interests in this dilemma: Some students may
come up with a way for churches to work with indigenous com-
munities to create access to clean water; others may develop a
new tool that helps collect and purify water in water-impover-
ished areas; others still may work on a policy paper proposing
ways for local or federal governments to help mitigate the
pending crisis. In the afternoon two-hour block, they might take
a course in the School of Arts that focuses on art and culture,
specifically exploring the issue of what it means for believers to
reclaim the arts for God's purposes.

IN THE MIDDLE SCHOOL

On the SAIL day of each week, middle schoolers will take one
SAIL course per trimester. Operating on a trimester schedule will
enable these students to take one course from each of the three
SAIL schools each year. Like the high school courses, the middle
school SAIL courses will meet for approximately two hours per
week.

IN THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

The restructuring in the elementary school will not be as
extensive as at the upper campus; nevertheless, our elementary
students are off and running with a STEM pilot taking place

this year in the second grade. While the classes are taught by
STEM teacher, Justine Bellandi, classroom teachers accompany
their classes to these STEM sessions, enabling them to connect
classroom learning to STEM education.Innovative learning in
the arts and humanities will also be taking place through family
field trips, an expanded elementary art show, and a humanities
event that will enable students to demonstrate their learning for
awider audience.



Margaret and Stephen Dill

Psalm 78
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Reed Pennington
Class of 2028

Pennington Family Marks 100 Years of Cumulative Education at DC

omewhere standing proudly amongst the twenty-
one members of the DC Class of 1967 was a
tall, handsome gentleman with pointy glasses
bearing the last name, Pennington. Then in the
DC graduating class 0f 1998, there stood another
Pennington, glasses on and handsome as ever. Now, 2014
marks the installment of the third generation of handsome
Pennington men enrolled in DG, still proudly donning
spectacles. My son, Reed, is now in kindergarten, DC Class
of 2028.

My father and his four siblings attended DC. In the 1960's my
grandfather served as President of the Board of Trustees. My
dad felt strongly that his three children experience the same
standard of Christian education as he did. It wasnt easy and
sacrifices needed to be made, but he and my mom managed
to enroll my brother, my sister and me at DC for all thirteen
years, grades K-12. To recap, that's five Penningtons enrolled
from1stto12th grade in the1950's, 60's and 70's; three
Penningtons enrolled from Kindergarten to12th grade in the
80'sand 90's; and now one Pennington in 2014 to begin the
family's 100th year of DC education! As an added bonus, my
sister Robin, wife of DC's Director of the Arts, Andrew Smalley,
is sending her daughter, Evelyn, to DC as well.

It's pretty clear that, as a family, we have and continue to value
the high standard of Christian education that DC embodies.
Family legacy aside, my wife Kelly and | prayed, asking the
Lord to reveal to us His will for our children's schooling. Even
though we truly desired a Christian education for our kids,

we honestly had counted out the possibility of being able to
afford a private school; but God has a way of opening doors
that seem bolted shut. He has taught us that if it is His will,
He will make a way. We are beyond grateful to God to be able
to send Reed to DC. | am excited for my children to experience
the same model of teachers and staff that DC provided for
me. As a student, | had my ups and downs. All along the way
there were God-centered teachers, coaches, and staff that
encouraged me and helped shape who | have become.

We are honored to receive the Margaret & Stephen Dill Psalm
78 Alumni Scholarship. God has truly opened the door even
wider and made the goal of a DC education for all of our
children more attainable. We are thankful to the Dills and
to DC for this scholarship. Kelly and | are excited to enroll
another generation of Penningtons at DC and to see them
grow personally, educationally, and, most importantly, in
Christ.

~Ron Pennington ‘98

The Margaret and Stephen Dill Psalm 78 Alumni Scholarship was established to honor the Dills’ 40 years of dedicated service
to Delaware County Christian School. Steve and Marge committed their lives to telling the next
generation the praiseworthy deeds of the Lord, passing the baton of faith defined their
mission as Christian educators.



Announcing our 2014 - 2015
Templeton & Witherspoon Scholars

DC provides several scholarships for students entering grades 9-12 to
B . encourage academically talented students.

We will tell
Drs.John and Pina Templeton provide funding each year for the Templeton Scholars.
Sixteen recipients are selected annually for this distinction and each receive a schol-
arship in the amount of $1,500. The Templetons see this gift as a way to encourage
capable, young Christian men and women to consider service to the Lord through

the next generation

z‘/.)epmisewon‘/yy medical and scientific careers.
The Witherspoon Scholarships are provided by an anonymous donor and awarded
deeds ofz‘/.)e Lord . . to students who embody Christian scholarship, leadership and service to Jesus Christ.

Sixteen recipients are awarded $1,500 to $2,500 on a year-to-year basis.

Congratulations to this year’s Templeton Scholars:

Class of 2015 - Hannah Schaafsma, Sarah Hurd, Sophia Worthington-Kirsch

Class of 2016 - Thomas Chung, Brianna Lewis

teach their children, Class of 2017 - RonnieMarie Falasco, Molly Harnish, Taylor Mingle, Cody Moorhatch
Class of 2018 - Charlie Schaefer, Melody Schwartz, Tyler Smith, Anna Snyder

50 the next genemz‘ion
Congratulations to this year’s Witherspoon Scholars:

would know them,

He commanded our

forefathers to

Class of 2015 - Noelle Cress, Fiona Eichinger, John Reese, Ellie Schmucker
Class of 2016 - Anna Beth Corson, lan Myers, Madison Rhine

even the children Class of 2017- Kaley Matthews, Nathan Reese

Class of 2018 - Emily Carroll, Rebekah Myers, Max Wilson

yet to be born,

National Merit Semifinalist Scholars

Seniors Fiona Eichinger and Sophia Worthington-Kirsch were recently named as
furn would tell semifinalists in the National Merit Scholarship Program.Fiona and Sophia are among
16,000 semifinalists from a nationwide pool of students competing for National Merit
Scholarships. Students earning National Merit Semifinalist recognition represent less
their children. than one percent of U.S. high school seniors. This elite group will now move on to the
next step of becoming National Merit Finalists. Next
spring, all finalists will compete for 7,600 National
Then t/yey wou[d?m‘ Merit Scholarships which are awarded from a pool of
approximately ¢33 million.

and they in

their trust in God . . . Congratulations also to Gia Park and
Elizabeth Schmucker. These seniors were
recognized as National Merit Commended
Psalm 78: 4-7 Students by the National Merit Scholarship
Program.

National Merit Semi-Finalists Sophia
Worthington-Kirsch and Fiona Eichinger




FOCUS ON THE FACULTY
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‘> Lo e waliE a7y DC welcomed a total of twenty new
',""; 'g‘f \_,.‘ W o AT employees at the start of the 2014 -15
~ TROTE R WA school year, including two new Upper

Campus Assistant Principals.

£ - u - A “
Mr. Joel Gaines
' ' - ' Upper Campus Assistant Principal
o Joel Gaines comes to DC after having served in an
administrative capacity at the Simon Gratz Mastery
Charter School in Philadelphia. He holdsa BSin
Education and Biblical Studies from Cairn University
and a M.Ed. and MA in Educational Administration
and Principal Certification from Cabrini College.

Mrs. Amy Carnall

Upper Campus Assistant Principal

Amy Carnall holds a BS in Secondary Education
and English from Taylor University and an MA

in Sociology from Teachers College, Columbia
University. In addition to her work in youth ministry
at America's Keswick (Whiting, NJ) and Redeemer
Presbyterian Church (NYC), Amy has worked as a
researcher on a sociological study for the Institute
for Advanced Cultural Studies at the University of
Virginia.



