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NEWSLETTER

FEBRUARY, 2018

LOOKING AHEAD:
_______

 FEBRUARY 20
Raffle Ticket Collection
(12 Book Minimum)
9:10-a.m.-10:20 a.m.
Parsley Center

PRAYER
Lord Jesus, teach me to be generous;
teach me to serve you as you deserve,
to give and not to count the cost,
to fight and not to heed the wounds,
to toil and not to seek for rest,
to labor and not to seek reward,
except that of knowing that I do your will.
Amen.
St. Ignatius Loyola

Letter from the President

 FEBRUARY 28
Crusader Arts Competition
and Exhibition
9:10-a.m.-9:50 a.m.
Clay Atrium
 MARCH 3
Spring Fling
Raffle Collection
(15 book min)
12:00-p.m.-6:00 p.m.
Strake Jesuit Campus
 MARCH 4
Raffle Holiday (9 book s min.)
 MARCH 6
Liturgy (Ash Wednesday)
9:05 a.m.-10:20 a.m.
Parsley Center
 MARCH 8
Raffle Holiday
(15 book s min.)
MARCH 11-15
Spring Break
MARCH 20
Mothers’ Club Executive Board
Meeting 10:00 a.m.
Clay Center Board Room
MARCH 20
Mothers’ Club General Board
Meeting 11:00 a.m.
Clay Center Board Room
 MARCH 21
Accepted Student Reception
6:00 p.m.—8:00 p.m.
Moran Hall

One of the many
blessings that come from
volunteering at Strake
Jesuit
is
witnessing
moments when these
Men for Others are in
action.
In the quiet
introspection that we often feel in the
month of February, I am reminded by the
blessings that come with my involvement
at Strake Jesuit that the boys really do
absorb so much that their parents
implicitly hope they will retain from a
Jesuit education. I have witnessed the
silent solidarity of brotherhood that
bonds these boys, both now and in the
future, and want to share the awareness
that I believe they receive not only what
we hope, but even so much more than
anyone possibly could know.
As we begin to wade out of the
quiet month of February and spring into
March, we are fully into Semester II. You
may flip through this newsletter and
think, “Ah, clearly I can see there are
enough volunteers up at school.” We do
have fantastic volunteers, but we always
have room for more! Near the end of the
school year, April and May become like a
tornado for moms and dads as the school
year winds down, and we can hit

volunteer fatigue. If you have never
volunteered at Strake Jesuit before, this is
when we need you more than ever!
Please watch for spring volunteer
opportunities in the weekly e-mail
messages from the school. SignUpGenius
links from committee chairs will be in the
Mothers' Club section of the Friday
school e-mail. Although many of our
committees are somewhat quieter in
February and March, we will have many
activities the last two months of school
and would LOVE to have you come help
us! Currently, both Spring Fling and
Auction are both in high gear getting
ready for their early March and early April
events, respectively, and are eager to
have volunteers sign up. Booster Club
also continues to request volunteers to
work the concession stands during sports
events. Dads’ Club has many ways to
volunteer, including father-son service
Second Saturday service projects. These
are all fun ways to get involved and help
out the school, so don’t be shy if you’ve
never volunteered or if it has been a
while and you find yourself with a few
hours to give, or some cookies to send in
with your son to drop off.
(Continued on Page 2)

In Memory of Tiffany Avery Smith – mother of Robert Smith ‘21

LOOKING AHEAD
(CONTINUED):
 MARCH 24
Open House for Accepted Students
11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Retreat Leadership Center
 MARCH 28
Parent/Teacher Meetings
6:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.
Strake Jesuit Campus
 MARCH 31
Father/Son Mass and Luncheon
10:00-a.m.-1:00 p.m.
Parsley Center
 APRIL2
Strake Jesuit Blood Drive
8:00-a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Competition Gym

Letter from the President
(Continued—from Page One)
Our school is blessed to have parents who give their time, and many
became involved right off the bat. In counting our Mothers’ Club Chairs and
Strake Jesuit liaisons who have current freshmen, we discovered we have 18
active chairs and liaisons! We are featuring a short interview with a few of
these ladies. Some have freshmen along with an older Jesuit student or alum
(Stephanie Davis, Adriana Borsos, Shannon Ramirez, Leah Gaines, Katheryn
Hung, Liz Franklin, Meg Thorburn, Laura Dzierzanowski, Aimee Verheek, Joy
Posoli, Tracy Ruffeno, Joanna Burton and Cindy Irr), and some are jumping in
their first year at Jesuit (Stephanie Blakes, Carissima Uptmor, Kathleen
Broussard, Victoria Stratton, and Cathy Pellegrino). It is our hope that they
inspire you to try a new volunteer activity and reach out and say “Hi” to them.
Please ask any of us how you can get involved!

 APRIL 6

With joy and gratitude,

Mothers’ Club Lenten Retreat
8:30-p.m.-2:00 p.m.
Clay Atrium, Moran Hall
 APRIL 13

Sharon Lundgren,
Mothers’ Club President

Strake Jesuit Auction
6:00 p.m.-11:30 p.m.
Competition Gym
 APRIL 17
Athletic Signing Day
9:10 a.m.-9:50 a.m.
Gym Foyer
Faculty/Staff Appreciation
Lunch (hosted by Class 2022)
1:50 p.m.-3:05 p.m.
Parsley Center
 APRIL 18
Liturgy (Holy Thursday)
1:50 p.m.-3:00 p.m.
Parsley Center
APRIL 25
Athletic Signing Day
9:10 a.m.-9:50 a.m.
Gym Foyer
APRIL 27
Mentor Mom Coffee
9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
Moran Dining Hall
NOVA Spring Banquet
6:00 p.m.—9:00 p.m.
Moran Dining Hall
APRIL 28
Junior Ring and Cross
Ceremony
10:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m.
Parsley Center

“The noblest question in the world is:
What good may I do in it?”
— Ben Franklin

“Everyone wants to save the earth, but no one wants
to help mom with the dishes.”
– PJ O’Rourke said that (but I just as well could have.)

PROM TUXEDO/SUIT SALE OFFER
Junior and Senior Parents: If you are planning on renting a tuxedo for your
Junior or Senior for Prom, you might be interested in this: Jared Wisenthal,
a student at the University of Texas, has started a business selling affordable
tuxedos and suits. He is willing to come to school during Community Time to
measure anyone who signs up for his services. Go to: weezydesigns.com, if you
want to look at what he has to offer. If you are interested, please register on the
website, so he can coordinate fittings on campus. Registration on his website is
not binding. Prom is May 3, at the Bayou City Center, and the theme selected
by the Student Council is “New York New York.” For questions contact Prom
Chairs Shannon Ramirez (shanrobram@gmail.com), Karen Hasley
(kpink01@yahoo.com) or our Executive Board Vice President, Kim Wilkie
(rkwilkie1@yahoo.com).
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A Round of Applause
Sincere thanks to the following ladies for taking time out of their busy schedules to
work on Mothers’ Club events at the very end of this past semester and into this new
year, and for our year around committee chairs who continue to plug along!
Sally Clark, Eva Aruffo, Kathleen Broussard, Charmaine Constantine and
Victoria Stratton – Admissions Support — Entrance Exam and Middle School Parent
group tour meetings
Adriana Borsos and Sandra Soto – Amigas
Cathy Pellegrino and Michelle Townsend – Board Hospitality
Tonya Ellis and Sylvia Spivey – Knitting Team
Michelle Cashiola and Kristen Holy – Care Team
Wendy Wall, Gina Andrews, Laura Johnson – New Bible Study and Rosary Group
Jane Jamieson, Cindy Miller and Annette Higgins – Christmas Fund
Tracy Ruffeno – Communications
Aimee Verheeck and Lori Montgomery – Counselors Office Support
Dana Benoit, Katheryn Hung, Karen Lade, Kathleen Broussard and Kim Wilkie –
Faculty/Staff Appreciation Lunches – Sophomore class
Jessica Donnelly – Library Support
Monica Jones and Jeanette Leach – Liturgy Support
Annette Higgins, Kelley Jakubik and Sarah Daniel – Mothers’ Club Closet
Joni Checchia and Liz Franklin – Museum
Leah and Ken Gaines and Laura Whitley – NOVA
Liz Franklin and Carissima Uptmor – Special Events Reception
Stasi Ogier and Stephanie Blakes – Special Projects
Jennifer Teague – Spirit Store
Cathy Harris and Rebecca Hoelscher – Student Retreat Support
Elizabeth Garcia McLoughlin – Volunteer Database
Liaison Activities:
Julie Jewett — Alumni Moms
Stephanie and Josh Davis — Auction
Tara and Mike Parker — Auction’s Wine and Whiskey Pull
Dawn Koenig — Booster Club
Ross Fava — Dad’s Club
Sally McMillan — Mentor Moms Chair
Michelle Cashiola, Kristen Holy and Eileen Conery— Spring Fling
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MOTHERS’ CLUB
EXECUTIVE BOARD
2018-2019
PRESIDENT
SHARON LUNDGREN
MCPRESIDENT@STRAKEJESUIT.ORG
VICE PRESIDENT
KIM WILKIE
MCVP@STRAKEJESUIT.ORG
RECORDING SECRETARY
RHONDA DAILEY
MCRECORDING@STRAKEJESUIT.ORG
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY
NANCY POPP
MCCORRESPONDING@STRAKEJESUIT.ORG

Save The Date

Annual Mothers’ Club
Lenten Retreat
Saturday, April 6, 2019
8:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.
Strake Jesuit Parsley Center
Cost $20
Light breakfast and lunch will
be provided. We will celebrate
Mass with Father Johnson.

TREASURER
FREINDE MILLS
MCTREASURER@STRAKEJESUIT.ORG
ASSISTANT TREASURER
JULIE MCKAY
MCASSTTREASURER@STRAKEJESUIT.ORG
PARLIAMENTARIAN
TARA PARKER
MCPARLIAMENTARIAN@STRAKEJESUIT.ORG
HISTORIAN
MICHELE HOLBROOKE
MOMHOLBROOKE@COMCAST.NET
___________________________

ADMISSIONS COMMITTEE – HSPT and ACCEPTED STUDENTS RECEPTION
Many hopeful future Catholic High school students took the HSPT at Strake Jesuit in early January.
Thank you for all of you many volunteers for jumping in to the new year, after only three days back at
school, with multiple yummy cookies to provide for the boys for the test. Thank you to our Admissions
Support Committee Co-Chairs for collecting and organizing for our Admissions Department! Thank you
to Kathleen Ansel Broussard, Sally Clark, Eva Aruffo, Charmaine Constantine, and Victoria
Garrett Stratton!
The Admissions Support Committee will be organizing the 2023 Accepted Student Reception to be held
Thursday, March 21, at 6:00 p.m. Several volunteers will be needed to help serve dinner and dessert. A
SignUpGenius will be sent prior to the event. Thank you to all our wonderful mothers for your continued
support and assistance this year!

Chinese New Year Celebration
Strake Jesuit's and St. Agnes' Mandarin program co-hosted the Chinese New Year Celebration February 7, for
about 250 attendees. The students showcased their Chinese poetry reading, calligraphies, opera singing and lion
dance. All students, faculty, staff, and parents enjoyed the program very much! 謝謝 (Thank you) to the
parent volunteers for the wonderful job!
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Sophomore Class (2021) Sponsors
Faculty and Staff Appreciation Luncheon
Thursday, January 31, 2019, the Class of 2021 hosted a Cajunthemed appreciation luncheon in the Parsley Center for the
Strake Jesuit Faculty and Staff. A huge “thank you” to Floyd's
Cajun Seafood (Cypress location) and the McGinity Family
for catering the food for this luncheon, and for all the AMAZING
Sophomore parents who quickly volunteered to assist in serving
and donating drinks, salads, fruit trays, deserts, gift cards and
money to help support the appreciation lunch.
Freshman parents will have their chance to volunteer and meet
faculty at the freshman sponsored Faculty and Staff Appreciation
Luncheon—April 17. Watch for upcoming information on that.
Contact the Faculty and Staff Appreciation Committee Chairs
(top right photo) Dana Benoit (dbenoit@ces-richmond.org), Kim
Wilkie
(rkwilkie1@yahoo.com), Katheryn
Hung
(khung2 28@ hotmail.com),
Kathl ee n
B roussard
(kathleenbroussard@gmail.com), or
Karen
Lade
(karen@thelades.com) with any questions.
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Tickets to the Auction are now available. The online form to purchase tickets is now available.
Click here to purchase tickets.
Printed invitations have or soon will arrive in the mail. Tickets are $200 per person and tables seat
10 guests. You can put together a table of friends or we can seat you.
Donations and Underwriting – Program deadline approaching
If you are considering supporting the Auction as a donor or underwriter, please consider doing this
before the end of the month. February 28 is the deadline for the program! The Auction would love
your support! More information on our webpage.

CHRISTMAS GIFT FUND
On the last few days of Final Exams of the fall semester, the Strake Jesuit Christmas Fund
Chairs sprung into action to deliver Christmas appreciation funds to our faculty and staff
members ahead of the Christmas break. Thank you to ALL the families who contributed to
the 2018 Christmas Gift Fund on behalf of the Faculty and Staff. Thank you to Chairs Jane
Jamieson, Cindy Marshall Miller and Annette Higgins for all your work in making this
happen, and to Freinde Mills, our Mothers’ Club Treasurer for assisting!

Above—Chairs Annette Higgins, Jane Jamieson, and Cindy Miller, Mothers’ Club President Sharon
Lundgren and Mothers’ Club Treasurer Freinde Mills.
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Interviews with
FRESHMAN MOM VOLUNTEERS By Sharon Lundgren
Carissima Uptmor is a Co-Chair for the Special Events Committee. In that role, she helps

coordinate and host athletic signings, Quiz Bowl, and the Crusader Arts Festival. She and her husband
Craig have Steel (‘22), and Hunter (7th grade, Grace). Carissima is a pediatric, bilingual speechlanguage pathologist, and works at an elementary school and outpatient rehabilitation clinic.

Shannon Ramirez , a Prom Co-Chair, assists the Student Council in hosting the Junior/Senior

dance. She and her husband have Jack (‘20), Reid (‘22), Burke (7th grade) and Ramsey (2nd grade).
Shannon is a lawyer at the Gieger, Laborde & Laperouse law firm.

Stephanie Blakes is a Co-Chair of the Special Projects Committee, which helps handle committee

mailings, assemble raffle ticket packages and other items. She and her husband Edward have Lexi (St.
Agnes ‘20) and William (‘22). Stephanie is a financial planner.

Stephanie Davis is the 2019 Strake Jesuit Auction Chair. She and her husband Josh have Joshua
(‘20), Payne (‘22) and Libby (6th grade).

Victoria Stratton is a Co-Chair for the Admissions Support Committee, where she helps the

Admissions Office staff host parents of eighth grade students while their sons are touring for the day. She
and her husband Chris have a daughter in college, Christina, and Garrett (‘22) and two spoiled golden
doodles, Winston and Ellie.

Leah Gaines is a Co-Chair for NOVA, a resource and advisory support group for African-American
families; Leah helps facilitate events for NOVA. She and her husband Ken (also a Co-Chair!) have two
sons, Kyle (‘21) and Dylan (‘22). Leah is a Certified Public Accountant and is the Vice President and
Chief Financial Officer for Juneau Exploration LP and Contango ORE Inc.

Tracy Ruffeno, the Communications Chair, edits and submits Mothers’ Club committee information

for the weekly “e-blasts,” and prepares the Mothers’ Club newsletter. She and her husband Mac
have Julius “Trace” (‘20), Ramsey (Duchesne ‘21), Reed (‘22), Crockett (St. Anne-7th grade). Tracy
is an in-house attorney for an international commodity trading company.

Cathy Pellegrino is a Co-Chair of the Hospitality Committee, where she hosts the Christmas

luncheon at the Jesuit residence on campus as well as the food receptions for the Mothers’ Club executive
and general board meeting attendees. She and her husband Sean have three sons: Shane (‘22), Blake
(7th grade) and Jake (5th grade).
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Q: What have you enjoyed about volunteering, so far?
Uptmor: I have enjoyed meeting other Strake Jesuit mothers, and have been impressed by the strong bonds within the
community, especially the Mother's Club.
Ramirez: I am enjoying getting to know new moms and learning about life at Strake Jesuit. I was very involved at SVdP, so it was
strange at first for me to not volunteer as much as I always had. I am trying to make up for that now.
Blakes: I’ve enjoyed seeing how helpful and committed everyone is; especially the moms who still come back to volunteer even
years after their last child has graduated.
Davis: The Auction this year has been one of all time my volunteer favorite jobs! It has been so fun to work with everyone at the
school. I have loved meeting lots of new people!
Stratton: It is my joy to support the Admissions Department and help other families find their place in the Strake Jesuit family.
Gaines: I have really enjoyed meeting parents that I did not know before. Finding out that we have a supportive and loving
community, which I see in action every day. Strake Jesuit is a very special place.
Ruffeno: What I've enjoyed about volunteering as the Mothers' Club Communications Chair, so far, is getting to know more
moms, giving back to the wonderful school, and learning more about all of the facets of the Strake Jesuit community.
Pellegrino: I got involved this first year at Strake Jesuit so I could meet other families and get connected to Strake Jesuit. I
wanted to give back and help where possible, especially since I am at home now and have more time to volunteer. Shane did not
come from a feeder school, so he did not have a large group of friends at the start of the year, but that soon changed. I have truly
enjoyed this chance to get involved. Seriously, the moms at Strake Jesuit are fantastic – everyone is so friendly and all have such
generous hearts. I hope that other Freshman moms will jump in soon to get involved so they do not miss out on the fabulous chance
to meet new friends and help our boys’ school.

Q: What is the funniest carpool conversation you have overheard?
Ramirez: I have been very lucky - my older son takes Reid to school, so I don't have to fight morning traffic. I have picked up a
few times after school, so I get to hear funny stuff. The funniest was driving 4 boys during the Retreat. They talked about how they
love SJ because they get to be boys and don't have to worry about what the girls or what they say in class. They also like they don't
have to shower in the mornings!! They did talk about how the girls were always treated better by the teachers in middle school (not
because they acted better, of course), so they are glad the teachers are fair to them. Boys!!
Blakes: Funniest ever was a conversation about how “mean” SJ Admin is because they told the parents that if the kids leave their
lunch, let them starve. If they leave their shoes, let them go barefoot. Coach Amorosa said he doesn’t have time to go to their
funeral so they needn’t die. No one will rescue them. The boys thought it was so horrible yet they all agreed they would not leave
anything at home EVER because no one would bring it to them. (They didn’t see that that was the point).
Davis: We don't carpool much as my boys as freshman ride the Quikline bus. There are some great stories they share from the bus
though!
Ruffeno: This year, my oldest son, Trace, drives Reed to school, which is helpful, but I miss that travel time spent in the car with
the boys. When I do pick up Reed, inevitably, there are stories about the all-boy environment and some funny, antic or
conversation that happened that day. Refreshingly, the stories all end the same way—with a Strake Jesuit faculty member handling
the situation with a sense of humor and kindness.

Q: What did your son like about the Freshman Retreat and/or his service hours?
Uptmor: Steel enjoyed volunteering at Treemont Retirement community with his friends, and has made wonderful friends this
year.
Ramirez: Reid really enjoyed the Retreat. He said he felt close to his group and got to see the school from a different perspective.
He still wears his cross necklace that he received. Both boys did their Freshman services hours at Gardens of Bellaire, and they
loved Bingo with the elderly.
Blakes: My son liked hearing the perspective of the other parents at the Retreat and the letter from his teacher. Said it made SJ feel
like a family.
Gaines: Dylan did his service hours at Gardens of Bellaire Assisted Living and he really enjoyed playing games and baking with the
seniors. He was amused by how entertaining some of the seniors were.
Ruffeno: Reed enjoyed the time spent with the small group during Freshmen Retreat and meeting new friends in the Class of 2022.
Working with the elderly this year has made a big impression on Reed. One elderly man Reed met while volunteering during the
Retreat told the boys interesting stories about World War II.

Strake Jesuit Mothers’ Club Newsletter

Page 10

Interviews with Freshman Mom Volunteers (Continued)
Q:

If you have an older son, what service projects stick out in your mind?

Ramirez: Jack worked last year as a sophomore with Harvey families, so that was a totally different experience. For his Junior
year, he volunteered as a Lord's Day teacher at SVdP, so I think it gave him a better appreciation of people who work with children
every day!
Davis: As a family, we spend a lot of time volunteering at the Houston Food Bank. I think we have all found how taking a small
amount of time out of our schedules can make a huge impact in our community.
Gaines: Kyle did his service hours at Camp Blessing and thoroughly enjoyed being around the kids with special needs and
embraced how unique they all are.
Ruffeno: Freshman year, Trace enjoyed working with AARP. Sophomore year, after the hurricane, Trace and teammates worked
at flooded houses, agencies, parishes and businesses. Right after the storm, he volunteered at a grocery store—sacking groceries
and gathering carts which afforded employees an opportunity to unload trucks, restock shelves and keep check-out lines moving.
At Catholic Charities, he distributed necessities to families affected by the storm. The Center Houston, Inc. is where Trace completed his Eagle Scout project, and, this year, he has enjoyed serving at the Houston Food Bank.

Q:

Anywhere in the nearby community you would recommend for coffee, lunch, etc.?

Blakes: I would encourage moms to get a shoulder/neck/hand massage from one of the Chinese massage places near campus. They
are huge stress relievers.

Q:

Why would you encourage Jesuit moms to volunteer?

Ramirez: I would totally recommend volunteering. The time you spend with your committee is not overwhelming, but what you
get from it is so worthwhile - perspectives from other moms, a chance to see SJ from "behind the scenes" in a way and a feeling like
you are contributing to what makes this school great. Plus, the faculty and staff seem so appreciative of what the moms do for
them.
Blakes: It’s fun. It’s needed and appreciated. The parents are very nice/very helpful and I always learn something new.
Davis: I encourage all Freshman moms to get involved. It is the best way to meet other moms now that the boys are in high
school. We have so many interesting moms that are such a great resource for each other whatever it may be—from class selection,
volunteering, decorating ideas, recipes - I have heard and shared as well. Volunteering is the best way to feel part if the Strake
Jesuit community.
Ruffeno: A few reasons I would encourage other moms to volunteer are: to meet other moms, to give back to the school and to be
more involved in your son's school life. Once the boys start driving or riding to and from school with an upperclassman, there are
not as many opportunities to visit the campus. Volunteering gives you reasons to visit Strake Jesuit and keeps you involved in your
son's school life.

Q:

What attracted your family to Strake Jesuit?

Uptmor: I love Strake Jesuit’s "Men for Others" motto, because what good is all of your success if you don't have a loving heart
towards others?
Ramirez: Before Jack applied, we had always heard such wonderful things about SJ. SVdP is basically a feeder school into SJ it
seems, and we got to hear a lot about it from parents of older boys. When he applied, he said he would not go anywhere else (glad
he was confident about getting in). We love the traditions, the Catholic influence, the fact that the school wants us to be as handsoff as we can, and that they want to raise good men. We have not been disappointed.
Blakes: I grew up in New Orleans where there is also a Jesuit HS. I competed with the Jesuit boys in HS and they were intelligent
and respectful. Before I ever had kids, I said if I had a son, he would attend a Jesuit HS so it was the only school we applied to from
middle school.
Davis: Jesuit was top on our list when looking at high schools for many reasons. We like the all boy aspect and especially the Jesuit
values that are part of everyday and every class. We have not been disappointed!
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Interviews with Freshman Mom Volunteers (Continued)
Q:

What attracted your family to Strake Jesuit? (CONTINUED)

Stratton: Mrs. McNeil was the first person our family met when we flew from Missouri to tour Strake Jesuit last year and she
made us feel like family. My son, who did not want to move away from his friends, had spent the week touring Houston private
schools. His heart changed that day as he experienced the sense of brotherhood and connected with the students who were striving
for excellence at Strake. At the end of the day, he was adamant that he was going to be a Crusader.
Gaines: Men for Others, the school's mission really resonated with us, as parents.
Ruffeno: What attracted my family to Strake Jesuit was the high academic standards, the commitment to excellence and the
welcoming environment. We wanted to send our sons to an all-boys school and to continue the Catholic school education they have
received since Pre-K3.
Pellegrino: We chose Strake Jesuit for many reasons, including the rigorous academics, the enrichment of faith and the sports
program. Shane is on the baseball team and is so excited the season is beginning. In addition, we were impressed with the school
motto, Men for Others. We have seen this motto put into place and feel blessed that our son is going to grow so much both
spiritually and academically while he is at Strake Jesuit. Shane absolutely loves Strake Jesuit and tells me this weekly. He thinks
the lunch is amazing, appreciates how the teachers are approachable, and already feels that he is going to be fully prepared for
college by going to this awesome school.

Q:

What do others not know about you and/or where do you like to travel?

Uptmor: In my spare time, I love looking for my next 10K or half marathon race. And my first children's book about pediatric
speech-language pathology is being published this year.
Ramirez: I love sending birthday and anniversary wishes to friends and family, so I keep all dates calendared. I hope an early
morning text wishing someone, or their child, a happy birthday, puts a smile on their face and lets them know I am thinking about
them. I always say that Facebook is stealing my thunder with the birthday reminders!
Blakes: Hands down, I like to travel to New York City. I love jigsaw puzzles. The more complicated the better.
Davis: We travel a lot as a family! My favorite trips have been to the British Virgin Islands and "glamping" in Yellowstone.
Gaines: I am from the island of Trinidad, the most southerly island of the Caribbean. I absolutely love traveling with my family,
having an adventure and making memories, however, I LOVE the beach! The beach is my happy place and I love exploring
countries with phenomenal beaches.
Ruffeno: Ireland is a place where I like to travel. My family and I enjoy traveling, especially to historic places, and we like to stay
in historic hotels. Some things others don’t know about me—I am a native Houstonian and have judged barbeque at the Houston
Livestock Show and Rodeo for the past 21 years.
Pellegrino: I love active adventure travel to see beautiful places, and I'm grateful my boys enjoy traveling to unique places with
me. One thing funny about me is that I once jumped out of an airplane to go skydiving in New Zealand.
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Frederick J. Brown (American 1945 – 2012)
Crucifixion 1992
Oil on canvas
72" x 361"

-Gabriela Scott. Director, Strake Jesuit Art Museum

An important Strake Jesuit Art Museum (SJAM) painting, Crucifixion by Frederick J. Brown, has the distinction
of being featured in this month’s U.S. Catholic magazine in a deeply thoughtful and visually stunning article
titled “Black Jesus Matters” by Father John Christman, S.S.S. Likely, the single most monumental artwork in
the SJAM collection in terms of scale, intensity and artist notoriety, Crucifixion, is a mural-sized triptych
spanning more than 30 feet. In his characteristic bright colors and expressive realism, the artist powerfully
depicts Jesus experiencing and embracing the depths human suffering in the face of true evil and profound
despair.
Crucifixion was gifted to Strake Jesuit in 2000 by Frank K. Ribelin, the prolific art collector and generous
benefactor whose countless donations of artwork formed the foundation of the SJAM collection. Initially, it
was on display above the east hall of the Parsley Center where, with its vibrant colors and enormous size, it
could be readily viewed from Gessner Road by the Strake Jesuit community and our neighbors.
Unfortunately, it had to be removed a couple of years ago to rest in storage due to exposure to damaging
sunlight. We hope to have it back on display and are working to identify an appropriate long-term exhibition
site. Until then, pick up a print or digital version of the February 2019 U.S. Catholic for more insight into this
extraordinary piece of art.
Gabriela Scott—Director, Strake Jesuit Art Museum

Please encourage your son to participate in CrusaderARTS 2019, the annual
student art exhibit and competition. CrusaderARTS is a fun event that will be
held February 28, 2019. The holidays may be a great time to work on any
submissions. This year's theme is Upside Down. All grade levels are encouraged
to participate, and a wide range of the artistic mediums are accepted - painting,
drawing, photography, sculpture (ceramic, wire, Lego, carving, etc.), graphic art,
music, film, etc. More information will follow, as the date approaches.
If you have any questions about CrusaderARTS, contact Gabriela Scott
(gscott@strakejesuit.org).
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MOTHERS FOR OTHERS
STYLE SHOW AND LUNCHEON
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ____

Attention all Strake Jesuit Moms! Mark your calendar—Friday, May 10—for the
annual Mothers for Others Luncheon. Please note the luncheon venue has changed
this year. It will be held at The Briar Club. This is a wonderful way to spend time
with incoming and current Strake Jesuit moms, as well as bid farewell to our senior
moms. Back, once again, is our trendy Style Show presented by image and style
consultant Emily Elliot featuring many of our own Senior moms as models.
You won’t want to miss this one.
rkwilkie1@yahoo.com.

Contact Kim Wilkie with any questions:

DADS’ CLUB SECOND SATURDAY FOOD BANK SERVICE

COLD (and wet) HANDS…WARM HEARTS - Jesuit Volunteers Brave Harsh
Weather Conditions to Serve the Needy
_______________________________________________________________________________________
A spirited group of student volunteers, their parents and the Dads’ Club gathered on the morning
of Saturday, February 10, for the February edition of the Second Saturday HFB Event at Jesuit. It
was cold. It was wet. It was early. However, the local community in need were there and the
Jesuit volunteers were there to serve them. Approximately 160 families were given much needed
food supplies from the Houston Food Bank pantry that included cereal and vegetables. The event
was well organized again by Mr. D’Souza. The line moved efficiently so that the good deeds could
be completed as quickly as possible. Everyone was fed and the mission was accomplished. Look
for future Second Saturday HFB Events in the coming months to earn service hours, but more
importantly help people in need and be a Man for Others.

Spring Fling is Just Around the Corner!
We Need YOU to Help Make it a Success!
THEME
This year’s Mardi Gras theme adds even more excitement to an already fun event
with double the amount of crawfish, beignets, beads, and a second line! Laissez
les bon temps rouler! Grab your family, neighbors, and friends and join us on the
Strake Jesuit campus Sunday, March 3 from noon to 6:00 p.m., rain or shine!
DONATIONS
Thanks to all who already made sponsorships and/or donated gift cards! As you know, 100% of all the
money raised goes directly to our financial assistance program. If you have not yet sponsored a booth or
made a donation to Spring Fling, please DONATE HERE. We are also still in need of gift cards
and coupons – $5 & $10 to any place your son loves, along with coupons of any value! Please drop off
to Sheri Bordelon in the Hamilton Building or at Raffle Collections.
Please help us stock our new booth Crusader Closet! Please bring your GENTLY USED, yet no
longer needed SJ items to Hamilton to be donated to Spring Fling! Items to be collected: blazers, khakis,
polos, belts, shoes, tuxedos, PE/sports uniforms, ties, spirit wear, etc.! Be ready to shop for great bargains for your own son at Spring Fling! Drop off from now until Monday, February 25 in the Hamilton
Building (between 200/300 Building and Jesuit Residences).
Who doesn’t love a home baked treat or meal? Spring Fling’s Casserole Convenience booth would
love your favorite frozen casserole to sell, Cake Spin is in need of baked goods, and we are in need of
2L bottles of soda for Ring Toss! Key Club and NHS members can earn points/hours for donations!
Here’s a breakdown of what students can donate/earn:
All donations are to be dropped off February 27-March 1 before school in front of Clay
Atrium. Clearly mark each item with student name, class year, and NHS or Key Club.
KEY CLUB: 2L sodas (5 soda max at 2pts ea); OK to drop off now to Mrs. Cortez in Hamilton as well;
Baked goods (cake or dozen cookies - 2 max at 5 pts ea); Casseroles (2 max at 6pts ea)
NHS: dozen cookies or cakes (1 hr ea, max 2 hrs); Casseroles (1 hr ea; max 2 hours)
Casserole Link: https://sjcc.wufoo.com/forms/casserole-convenience-submission-form/
VOLUNTEER
Spring Fling is not possible without support from the entire community! Please consider signing up to
volunteer at the event! Unlimited hours for Key Club/NHS.
Parent Sign Up: https://m.signupgenius.com/#!/showSignUp/508084ca4af23a2ff2-adult1
Student Sign Up: https://m.signupgenius.com/#!/showSignUp/508084ca4af23a2ff2-student1
PRE-ORDERS
Don’t forget to pre-order your doubloons for Spring Fling and skip the long lines!
Spring Fling T-shirts are going fast! Order online before they sell out! They are only $15.
Students may wear their Spring Fling T-shirt with Spirit Dress to school Friday, March 1!
T-shirts will be sold at Strake Jesuit during Community Time, February 21, 26, and 27, as well as during
the final raffle collections, February 12 and 20 from 9:10 to 10:00 a.m.
PRE ORDER DOUBLOONS OR T-SHIRTS HERE.
WORSHIP TOGETHER
Join the Strake Jesuit community for mass during Spring Fling weekend in the Lahart Chapel, offered
this year on Saturday, March 2 at 5:00 p.m. and Sunday, March 3 at 10:00 a.m,. noon, and 3:00 p.m.
FOOD
It’s an international food fest at Spring Fling 2019, with a wide variety of restaurants represented, including: Asian,
Mexican, Italian, Cajun, South American, French, as well as traditional Texas BBQ!
MORE INFO

For information or to sponsor a booth, contact Sheri Bordelon (sbordelon@strakejesuit.org) 713-490
-8160 or visit SJ SPRING FLING.

Strake Jesuit Mothers’ Club Newsletter

Thank you, fabulous Mothers’ Club volunteers, for all of your support during this year's Spring
Fling Raffle “season.” You've helped us count, sort, bag, distribute and collect thousands of
tickets. Many hands make light work, indeed! We hope all of our volunteers have enjoyed
connecting with fellow moms and interacting with the students while pitching in to help.
Please remind your sons that sold tickets can be turned in on Spring Fling day up until 5:30
p.m. Also, please encourage your sons to keep selling toward our school-wide goal of $450,000
- that's 20 books/student - and the whole student body will get to celebrate with a Food Truck
Fun Lunch!

FEBRUARY, 2019

SPECIAL EVENTS COMMITTEE:
ATHLETICS SIGNING DAY — FEBRUARY 6, 2019
The Mothers’ Club Special
Events Committee and the
Booster Club supported Strake
Jesuit’s seven student athletes
and their parents, teammates,
and coaches with the second
signing day! Thank you to all
the
wonderful
volunteers
and Liz Casillas Franklin and Carissima Uptmor
for chairing and helping to
make these signing days
special.
Two more athletic
signing days will occur: April
17 and April 28.
The Special Events Committee
also assists with the Middle
School Quiz Bowl Tournament,
which has been moved to a
later date. Please watch school
calendar for details.
Back row:
Hao Nguyen, Nathaniel
Beal, Thomas Gordon,
Grant Bordelon,
Jett Bush;
Front row:
Caleb Crawford,
Michael Wiley

Additional Athletic Signing Days
will occur:
April 17 and April 28
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Do you sometimes doubt if God really loves you? Are you searching for purpose? Do you
struggle to measure up to our culture’s definition of beauty? Is there someone you need to
forgive, but you don’t know how? On February 28, we will begin this brief, but powerful,
six-week Bible study that will take us through Lent. This study will help us discover just
how much God loves us and how the Gospels are deeply relevant to our relationship with
God and with those we love.
Living in the Father’s Love is ideal:
If you are looking for a short, but powerful Bible study this season
If you are doubting whether God really loves you
If you are wondering how to improve your relationship with God and others
If you are searching for purpose
If you are not ready for a longer commitment, but still want a study with the power to
transform your life
The Mothers’ Club Bible Study meets every Thursday morning in the Moran Dining
Hall Conference Room at 8:00 a.m. Questions? Contact Wendy Wall at 713.408.7271 or
wcommunication@outlook.com. Click here to purchase the book, which costs $20. We
look forward to seeing you!

FEBRUARY 2019

Mothers’ Club
RECIPE CORNER
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CROCKPOT TACO SOUP
Shared By Michelle Townsend

Michelle Townsend, the Hospitality Committee Co-Chair, served this at the January General
Board meeting and several of you asked her for the recipe!
INGREDIENTS
2 Cans Favorite Beans (Black, Red, Pinto, Kidney, etc.) 1 Package Ranch Dressing Mix
2 Cans Diced Tomatoes with Green Chilies
1 32 oz. Container of Chicken or Beef Broth
2 Cans Whole Kernel Corn
2 lbs. Cooked Ground Beef
2 Cans Diced Tomatoes with Green Chilies
Salt, Pepper, & Garlic Powder to taste
1 Package Taco Seasoning

INSTRUCTIONS
Combine all the ingredients in the Crockpot and cook on high for 4 hours or you can also cook on
low for 8 hours if you will be gone all day.
Suggested toppings are sour cream, green onions, cheddar cheese, avocado, & tortilla chips!

Mothers’ Club
RECIPE CORNER

NEW ORLEANS’ FAMOUS RED BEANS AND RICE
Shared By Eileen Ansel Conery, Co-Chair Spring Fling

Bon

INGREDIENTS
1 pound bag of Camellia red beans
Green onions
Ham steak (better with bone-in)
2 stalks celery, at least
1 medium size onion
Oregano
½ bell pepper
Basil
Bay leaf
Vinegar
Salted or pickled pork (I use half a package for one pot – choose one with the least fat)
Package of sausage (I use Holmes pecan-smoked beef) or Savoie’s andouille, if available

App
étit!

PREPARATION
Either soak the beans all night and then rinse the next morning or boil the beans for about 15/20 minutes and then
drain to get rid of some of the color. You also can do both if you like. Place beans in the pot, chop up all ingredients
and place on top of beans. Fill water to cover all ingredients and then some – try not to add too much at first, you
can always add more later. It will be much more liquidy the day you cook it than the next day, obviously, but you
don’t want it too much like a soup the first day either. Add a dash of oregano and basil, but try not to put too much
oregano since it’s such a strong flavor and can overtake the beans. You can taste toward the end for desired flavor.
Add 2 or 3 bay leaves, depending on size. I always add a generous dash of vinegar to help “calm down the beans”.
Bring to a boil and then cook for about 2 to 3 hours – some cover the beans, but I don’t. Stir periodically. Taste at the
end to make sure it’s how I like it. I also always make a pot of red beans and another of white beans. It takes me almost an hour to cut all the ingredients, so that makes it worth my while. I freeze the leftover into “family size” portions for use when I’m too busy to cook. It’s important to use small navy beans, otherwise it takes too long to cook.
Camellia red beans are key! I’m not satisfied with other brands!
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BLOOD DRIVE — Save the Date
April 2, 2019
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ______________________________
______________________________

Save the date
date—
—April 2 (Tuesday)
(Tuesday)—
—for the Strake Jesuit Blood Drive, which will occur on campus
from 8:00 a.m.
a.m.--3:00 p.m. Our Blood Drive Committee will need parent volunteers to supply snacks
and drinks for the boys who donate blood, and to help with the drive that the Strake Jesuit Medical
Club sponsors. They would love to have volunteers from anyone with medical training to the
squeamish (yes, there are volunteer opportunities for the squeamish, too, to help with the boys
being Men for Others!) The shifts will be in 2
2--hour slots. The medical people will do most of the
monitoring of the boys after they give blood, while the other volunteers will have a different role
(signing in/out of boys, filling out forms, passing out snacks, etc.)
More information about the blood drive itself, who can donate, and a sign up link for parent
volunteers will be coming out in March by eblast. (Please indicate if you have medical training on
the sign up). For questions in the meantime or to be added to a volunteer ee--mail list early, please
contact Blood Drive Co
Co--Chairs Cindy Irr (cwirr@comcast.net) or JoAnna Burton
(joannaburton64@gmail.com).

8900 Bellaire Boulevard
Houston, Texas 77036
●
Telephone: 713-774-7651
●
www.strakejesuit.org
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________

Follow Strake Jesuit:

Facebook

Instagram

Twitter

LinkedIn

Vimeo

YouTube

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

