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Mission and Vision

Mission and Vision
International School Ho Chi Minh City (ISHCMC) in Vietnam educates students to construct an understanding
of knowledge and of their world through carefully developed learning and social skills.

Mission
As an IB World School, ISHCMC constructs a Culture of Achievement in an environment where students are
energized, engaged and empowered to become active participants in their communities.

Vision
ISHCMC’s vision is to be widely recognized as a school that nurtures a creative and collaborative learning
environment in which students and teachers seek to achieve beyond their goals, flourish as individuals, display
compassion, embrace challenge, take principled action on local and global issues and enjoy being part of their
community.

Values
At ISHCMC we value:
• Individual learners
• Creative and inquiring thinkers
• Learning beyond the classroom
• International mindedness
• Reflection and goal setting
• Collaboration and connectivity
• Environmental sustainability
• Healthy and mindful choices
• Honest and principled actions

ISHCMC Principles of Learning

• All learners are capable of achieving their goals in a guided environment where there is an appropriate
balance of standards, challenge and support.
• Learning builds on prior knowledge and experiences and is contextual, meaningful and valuable.
• Learning is an active process that takes time and is strengthened through opportunities for error,
practice, reflection, and further revision of ideas.
• Motivation is a key factor in learning.
• Learning is effective when differentiated.
• Learning should take place in a safe engaging environment.
• Learning should encompass the personal, local and global, aiming to make for a better world.
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Phil Rogers
Secondary Principal
Welcome to the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme which is currently
the premier university admissions qualification globally. It is recognized in over 140
countries with many universities having IB Diploma specific admissions criteria that
are beneficial to those students who have tackled the challenges of this program.
The IB Diploma aims to provide a well–rounded experience that will prepare lifelong
learners with the ability to adapt to the constantly changing 21st society. Since the
IB began in 1968, there are now over a million graduates globally. You too will join
this community of IB graduates from a programme with a mission to produce internationally minded, caring
individuals who will make the world a better place.
This guide is an essential tool for assisting you to plan your course of study. We ask that you take some time to think
where your interests are, and in which areas you need development and growth. You should focus on the subjects
that are your strengths and always ensure your choices enable you to prepare for your future beyond ISHCMC.
It contains factual information that should be combined with discussions with teachers, the DP Coordinator and
Counselors. Remember, to set your standards high and also create a sustainable academic program which enables
you to involve yourself in a variety of learning opportunities and, ultimately, allows you to succeed.

Teresa Foard
IBDP Coordinator
I am delighted to introduce you to the IB Diploma Programme course selections
at ISHCMC. We are proud to offer an ever increasing number of courses with
more than 30 for you to choose from. You have the challenge and excitement of
making important course selections that best suit your strengths and your future
aspirations. This guide will assist you to make those decisions. So too will your
teachers and our university counselling team who are here to advise and help you.
It is important to read this guide carefully, attend our Course Selection Evening and
the DP Exhibition. Current Diploma students and teachers will be at these events to discuss your options. This
support will help you decide the best learning pathway to graduation. Do seek advice and choose carefully.
The subjects you choose will encourage you to be critical thinkers who question, reflect, communicate and care
about issues and people locally, nationally and globally. Over the two years of the senior program, it is my role to:
• Support you with the academic calendar
• Assist you with your use of ATL skills
• Help you manage your time and tasks.
I will also encourage you and at times challenge you as you venture into the IB DP and your senior school
studies. As your DP Coordinator, I am your main point of contact for all items concerning your IB Diploma and
academic pathway at ISHCMC.
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Amy Thompson

Lee Baker

Secondary & University
Counselor

University & Careers
Adviser

The task of course selection can sometimes feel like an enormous decision. One strategy is to identify past
successes and imagine future possibilities by projecting the value of a particular course in the context of a
lifetime. Alternatively, choices might be based on more immediate needs, what feels comfortable or best
in the moment. Successful course selection is predicated on the compromise of those two very valuable
perspectives.
There are four key components of successful course selection:
1. Leverage and lean on your strengths. (Do what you do best.)
2. Take care of the ‘basics’. (Challenge yourself in English and Math.)
3. Do not narrow your focus. (Diversity is more valuable than specialization.)
4. Take special care of your opportunities for balance. (Creativity, Activity and Service – CAS)
The College and University counseling office can help you understand how certain course selections appear
in a university application. The support at ISHCMC from teachers, coordinators and counselors for healthy
and thoughtful course selection is extensive. The conversations between parents and their children will be as
unique as the individuals involved. Course selections should reflect that individuality. We encourage students
and their parents to work together to strike a balance between practicality and possibility.
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Diverse Pathways to Graduation

Diverse Pathways to Graduation
The International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma Programme provides an excellent educational framework for
students from a wide range of abilities and backgrounds. At ISHCMC, through this program, each student has the
opportunity to develop strategies for independent learning through challenging academic subjects, an active lifestyle
and thoughtful contributions to society.
At ISHCMC we believe in supporting students to pursue individual pathways to reflect their interests and
passions. We support students extensively to make healthy and thoughtful subject and pathway selections. The
conversations between parent, children and the school will be as unique as the individuals involved. Selections
should reflect that individuality and allow students to be the best student they can be.

IB Diploma Programme
The majority of students at ISHCMC pursue the full IB Diploma. Students who meet the requirements of the
two–year IB Diploma Programme are awarded an IB Diploma by the International Baccalaureate Organisation (IBO).

IB Diploma Courses
Some students may choose to pursue an IB Diploma Courses pathway in individual IB subjects. Normally students
would select at least 5 IB subjects however it is possible to pursue less than 5 subjects. Both these options require
consultation and approval from the IB DP Coordinator.

Further Choices
Variations of IB subjects are also available in other areas such as in the Arts including Theater, Visual Art, Film &
Music. All students at ISHCMC are also eligible to earn the ISHCMC High School Diploma.

Graduation Route

Grade 11

All students begin the IB Diploma Programme

Diploma

IB Courses

6 Subjects
Extended Essay (EE)
Theory of Knowledge (TOK)
Creativity, Activity, Service (CAS)

5-6 Subjects*
Creativity, Activity, Service (CAS)
Optional:

Extended Essay (EE)
Theory of Knowledge (TOK)

Grade 12

* Fewer than 5 IB subjects can also be undertaken with
approval from the IB DP Coordinator

Expectations

Approved Alternative

Complete IB Diploma
IB Diploma Awarded

Complete IB Courses
IB Certificate Awarded

ISHCMC High School Diploma Awarded through
Credits Obtained
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The IB Diploma Programme model

The IB Diploma Programme
The IB Diploma Programme is an academically rigorous two–year (Grades 11–12) program where students
study six subjects concurrently. Typically, three subjects are chosen at Higher Level (HL) and three at Standard
Level (SL), although students may opt for four HL and two SL subjects. If recommended by their subject
teachers, students must choose one subject from each of Groups 1 to 5, thus ensuring breadth of experience
in Languages, Individuals and Societies, the Sciences and Mathematics. The sixth subject may be an Arts
subject chosen from Group 6, or the students may choose another subject from group 1, 2, 3, or 4. In addition
to this, students engage in the three elements of the IB Diploma Programme Core: Theory of Knowledge
(TOK), the Extended Essay (EE) and Creativity, Activity, Service (CAS).
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The IB Diploma Programme
Choose subjects from
the 6 subject groups

Components of the
IB Diploma Programme

Group 1

Studies in Language & Literature

Group 2

Language Acquisition

Group 3

Individuals & Societies

Group 4

Sciences

Group 5

Mathematics

Group 6

The Arts

3 Higher Level Subjects
3 Standard Level Subjects
Theory of Knowledge (TOK)
Extended Essay (EE)
Creativity, Activity, Service (CAS)

The IB Diploma Programme Core
At ISHCMC, the IB Diploma Programme Core supports the aim of the IB to develop the whole person. The
Diploma extends students beyond the acquisition of knowledge, and they are supported to build the skills to
enjoy life to the fullest while learning values that lead to a positive contribution to society. Students are also
taught to make evaluative connections between knowledge and multiple contexts. These aims are supported
through the three elements of the IB Diploma Programme Core — Theory of Knowledge (TOK), the Extended
Essay (EE) and Creativity, Activity, Service (CAS).

Theory of Knowledge
(TOK)

Extended Essay
(EE)

Creativity, Activity,
Service (CAS)

This course enables students to
reflect on the nature of knowledge
and how it is constructed. Studies
in this course take place through
discussion and investigation into
different ways of knowing, which
forges links within and between the
different IB Diploma subject courses
that the students elect to take. These
reflections involve critically examining
real–life situations. The course is
assessed through a presentation and
a TOK Essay.

This 4000–word essay is
an opportunity for students
to engage in in–depth
independent research relating
to one of the subjects they
are studying. Students are
required to develop their
own research question
and respond with a logical
argument through academic
research and analysis.

As part of developing skills in
critical thought about their role in
the world and their many choices,
students develop their own
CAS program, engaging in new
challenges and actively reflecting
on new skills. The CAS program
must provide a balance of sports,
creative learning and community
service with a consideration
of global applications. This is
assessed through students’ goal
setting, planning and reflection.

The IB Diploma Programme provides a balance of academic and
creative experiences.
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The IB Learner Profile
The IB aims to provide the framework to develop “caring young people who help to create a better and
more peaceful world through intercultural understanding and respect.” The IB Learner Profile describes
the attributes fostered in students at ISHCMC in support of these aims. ISHCMC students are:

Inquirers

We nurture our curiosity, developing skills for
inquiry and research. We know how to learn
independently and with others. We learn with
enthusiasm and sustain our love of learning
throughout life.

Thinkers

We use critical and creative thinking skills to
analyze and take responsible action on complex
problems. We exercise initiative in making reasoned,
ethical decisions.

Principled

We act with integrity and honesty, with a strong
sense of fairness and justice, and with respect
for the dignity and rights of people everywhere.
We take responsibility for our actions and their
consequences.

Caring

We show empathy, compassion and respect. We
have a commitment to service, and we act to make
a positive difference in the lives of others and in the
world around us.

Balanced

We understand the importance of balancing
different aspects of our lives–intellectual, physical,
and emotional–to achieve well-being for ourselves
and others. We recognize our interdependence with
other people and with the world in which we live.
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Knowledgeable

We develop and use conceptual understanding,
exploring knowledge across a range of disciplines.
We engage with issues and ideas that have local
and global significance.

Communicators

We express ourselves confidently and creatively
in more than one language and in many ways. We
collaborate effectively, listening carefully to the
perspectives of other individuals and groups.

Open–minded

We critically appreciate our own cultures and
personal histories, as well as the values and
traditions of others. We seek and evaluate a range of
points of view, and we are willing to grow from the
experience.

Risk–takers

We approach uncertainty with forethought and
determination; we work independently and
cooperatively to explore new ideas and innovative
strategies. We are resourceful and resilient in the
face of challenges and change.

Reflective

We thoughtfully consider the world and our own
ideas and experience. We work to understand our
strengths and weaknesses in order to support our
learning and personal development.

The IB Diploma Programme
10 Reasons why the IB Diploma Programme (DP)
is ideal preparation for university

1

2

IB students care
about more than
just results

It increases academic
opportunity
Research*shows that DP graduates are much
more likely to be enrolled at top higher
education institutions than entrants

and independent
learner

Through creativity, action, service (CAS)
you learn outside the classroom and
develop emotionally and ethically as
well as intellectually.

For example, the extended essay
requires independent research
through an in-depth study.

5
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The IB
encourages
critical thinking
Learn how to analyse and evaluate
issues, generate ideas and consider
new perspectives.

Graduates are

4

Language classes encourage an
international mindset, key for
increasingly globalized societies.

It’s an
international
The DP is recognized globally
by universities and employers.

9

7
DP students have
proven time
management skills
Take good study habits and strong
time management to further
education and the working world.

3

8

Subjects are not
taught in isolation
Theory of knowledge (TOK) classes
encourage you to make connections
between subjects.

It assesses more
than examination
techniques

10
breadth and
depth of learning
You are able to choose courses from
six subject groups and study

Learn to understand, not just
memorize facts or topics and
prepare for exams.

13

14

IB Examination Fee

IB Examination Fees
Additional fees are charged by the IB for exam registrations. ISHCMC will issue an invoice to families as
soon as registration is complete with the IB, typically by December 1 in Grade 12. Please note that, due to
Vietnamese tax laws, an additional charge will be levied to cover the costs of withholding tax in relation to
this transaction in terms of both VAT and CIT. All other administrative, invigilation and freight costs to have the
completed exam papers marked will be covered by the school. See the IB scale of fees below:

Scale of Fees
1. Annual fee (per school)

USD

VND

11,650

264,652,689

172

3,907,318

230

5,224,902

493

11,199,465

119

2,703,319

2. Registration fee (per candidate)
Before the first registration deadline
15 November/15 May
(Before the six-month retake deadline
29 January/29 July*)
Between the first and second registration deadline
15 November/15 May and 15 January/15 July
After the second registration deadline
15 January/15 July
(After the six-month retake deadline
29 January/29 July*)
3. Subject fee (per subject per candidate)
The fee is for each subject a candidate is registered for

4. Core fees (per candidate)
The fee is for each core requirement of the DP a course candidate is registered for, and for diploma
candidates retaking a core requirement. These core fees do not apply to a diploma category registration.
Extended essay (EE)

91

2,067,244

Theory of knowledge (TOK)

46

1,044,980

Creativity, activity, service (CAS)

10

22,7169

5. Late subject fee (per subject per candidate)
The fee is for the addition of a subject and each amendment to a subject, level or response language,
including TOK or an EE, after the first registration deadline.
Between the first and second registration deadline

38

863,244

After the second registration deadline
(After the six-month retake deadline*)

150

3,407,545
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Course Offerings

Course Offerings
Scheduling
In a 10–day school cycle, students attend six lessons for their Higher Level subjects and four lessons for their
Standard Level courses.

Assessments
Student learning is supported by formative assessments providing detailed feedback (assessments for
learning) as well as summative assessments (assessments of learning). While a large portion of the final
assessments are carried out through written examinations at the end of the second year, other assessments
include oral presentations, performances, reflections and long–term projects.

Course Offerings
All subjects listed in this guide are subject to change should there be insufficient student numbers to run the
subject.
Pamoja, a private company which offers IB DP subjects online, may be an alternative to face–to–face classes
for certain subjects. Pamoja effectively becomes the school provider for that subject, although teachers at the
school can offer support for students as they undertake this independent, online study. Parents are responsible
for payment of the Pamoja fees if their child chooses to undertake an online subject. Tuition fees range from
US $1292 to $1956 per enrolment for year 1 or year 2 depending on when the enrolment takes place and if
the student is a transfer student. More information on Pamoja courses and fees can be found at their website:
http://www.pamojaeducation.com/

Group Description

Course Offerings

Group 1

Language & Literature
or Literature

English A Language & Literature (HL/SL), English A Literature
(HL/SL), Korean A Language & Literature (HL/SL), Vietnamese A
Literature (HL/SL), School Supported Self–Taught Language (SL)

Group 2

Language Acquisition

English B (HL), French B (HL/SL), Mandarin B (HL/SL), Spanish B
(HL/SL), Mandarin Ab initio (SL), Spanish Ab initio (SL) Or another
subject from Group 1

Group 3

Individuals & Societies

Business Management (HL/SL), Economics (HL/SL),
Geography (HL/SL), Global Politics (HL/SL) History (HL/SL),
Psychology (HL/SL),

Group 4

Sciences

Biology (HL/SL), Chemistry (HL/SL), Design Technology (HL/SL),
Environmental Systems & Societies (SL), Physics (HL/SL), Sports
Exercise & Health Science (HL/SL),

Group 5

Mathematics

Higher, Standard and Studies

Group 6

The Arts

Film (HL/SL), Music (HL/SL), Theater (HL/SL), Visual Arts (HL/SL)
17

An Emphasis on Languages
In the IB Diploma Programme, there is an emphasis on supporting the development of the student’s mother
tongue, as well as on learning new languages. Each student will ideally study his or her “best” language for
Group 1. For Group 2, students may choose a language to acquire at a level that provides an appropriate
challenge. An alternative to a Group 2 language is to choose a second language to study as a Group 1 course.
Students will be awarded a Bilingual Diploma if they study two languages as a Group 1 course or if their Group
1 language is different from another course studied from Groups 3 – 5.

Language Proficiency
At ISHCMC, all new students must pass an English language proficiency test in order to be admitted as an IB
Diploma Programme student.

Transfer of Subjects
At ISHCMC, students undergo a comprehensive course selection process in the year preceding the first year
of the IB Diploma Programme to help them make the right course choices. With the assistance of teachers
and course coordinators, students are encouraged to make choices that are consistent with their interests and
present an appropriate academic challenge.
Students may add or drop courses within a period of 20 teaching days from the start of the academic year.
A student has the right to request to add or drop a course during this 20–day period only if he or she obtains
written permission from parents, teacher(s), and the IB Diploma Programme Coordinator. If a student does
wish to add or drop a course, he or she must obtain an add/drop form from the IB Diploma Programme
Coordinator.
Once a course has been initiated, changes to selections should occur only if:
• A student finds the course is not meeting his or her expectations; or
• Any further issues deemed academically relevant.
Grade 12 students wishing to drop a course after transcripts have been sent to colleges and universities must
notify each institution of the modification to their academic program.

18

Course Offerings
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Group 1

* The Language and Literature Courses for the Diploma Programme from 2019 have changed
under the most recent Curriculum Review. Therefore there will be some changes to the
assessment structures outlined below. The specific changes will be communicated directly
to parents and students
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The choice made for this subject is usually the student’s “best” language. In cases where a student
is sufficiently capable in more than one language, an appropriate choice between languages should
be sought. Alternatively, students may study a second Language A instead of Language B (see next
section).

There are two routes for Language A at ISHCMC. Students may choose from either:

Language A: Language & Literature (HL/SL)
Course Prerequisite: This course is for students who have sufficient proficiency in the chosen
language to engage in literary discussion.
Course Description: This course includes both literature components and cultural/media
components. This is offered in English and Korean.
Core Assessments: 2 examination papers, 1 written assignment of textual analysis and 2 oral
assessments.

Group 1
Language & Literature
Language A: Literature (HL/SL)
Course Prerequisite: This course is for students who have sufficient proficiency in the chosen language to
engage in literary discussion.
Course Description: This is a high level literary analysis course offered in English, and Vietnamese.
Core Assessments: 2 examination papers, 1 written assignment (literary essay) and 2 oral assessments.

Choosing between Language A: Language & Literature
or Language A: Literature
Language A: Language & Literature

Language A: Literature

This course introduces the critical study and
interpretation of written and spoken texts from
a wide range of literary and non literary genres.
The formal analysis of texts is supplemented
by awareness that meaning is not fixed but can
change in respect to contexts of production and
consumption.

This course is aimed at promoting respect for
the literary heritage of the student’s mother
tongue language. While exploring the literary
representations of human experience of the world,
the course encourages independent thinking and
expression of original literary judgment.

The course is organized into four parts, each
focused on the study of either literary or non–
literary texts. Together, the four parts of the
course allow the student to explore the language
in question through its cultural development
and use, its media forms and functions, and
its literature. Students develop skills of literary
and textual analysis, and also the ability to
present their ideas effectively. A key aim is the
development of critical literacy.

The course is organized into four parts, each
focussed on a group of literary works. Together, the
four parts of the course add up to a comprehensive
exploration of literature from a variety of cultures,
genres and periods. Students learn to appreciate
the artistry of literature, and develop the ability to
reflect critically on their reading, presenting literary
analysis powerfully through both oral and written
communication.

Intercultural understanding is developed through literary works that have been translated from other
languages. In this way, experiences and values are studied in a variety of contexts through a range of
texts.
Both courses are assessed through both oral and written assessments.
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Language A: Language & Literature
Assessment HL
Assessment Component

External Assessment
Paper 1: (2 hours). A written
comparative analysis of one pair of
unseen texts.
Paper 2: (2 hours). In response
to one of six questions, an essay
based on at least two texts
studied.
Written Tasks: At least four written
tasks based on course material,
two for external assessment.
Written Task 1 (Creative) and
Written Task 2 (Essay).

Internal Assessment
Individual Oral Commentary:
(15 minutes). An oral commentary
on an extract from a literary text
studied; two guiding questions
are given.
Further Oral Activity:
Further Oral Activity: At least
two further oral activities. The
mark of one is submitted for final
assessment.
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Assessment SL
Weighting

70%

Assessment Component

External Assessment

Weighting

70%

25%

Paper 1: (1½ hours). A written
comparative analysis of one pair of
unseen texts.

25%

25%

Paper 2: (1½ hours). In response
to one of six questions, an essay
based on at least two texts
studied.

25%

20%

Written Tasks: At least three
written tasks based on course
material, two for external
assessment. Written Task 1
(Creative).

20%

30%

Internal Assessment

30%

15%

Individual Oral Commentary:
(15 minutes). An oral commentary
on an extract from a literary text
studied; two guiding questions
are given.

15%

15%

Further Oral Activity:
Further Oral Activity: At least
two further oral activities. The
mark of one is submitted for final
assessment.

15%

Group 1
Language & Literature
Language A: Literature
Assessment HL
Assessment Component

External Assessment
Paper 1: Guided literary analysis
(2 hours). The paper consists of
two passages: one prose and one
poetry. Students choose one and
write a guided literary analysis in
response to two questions.

Assessment SL
Weighting

70%

Assessment Component

External Assessment

Weighting

70%

20%

Paper 1: Guided literary analysis
(1½ hours). The paper consists of
two passages: one prose and one
poetry. Students choose one and
write a guided literary analysis in
response to two questions.

20%

Paper 2: Essay (2 hours). The
paper consists of three questions
for each literary genre. In response
to one question students write an
essay based on at least two works
studied in Part 3.

25%

Paper 2: Essay (1½ hours). The
paper consists of three questions
for each literary genre. In response
to one question students write an
essay based on at least two works
studied in Part 3.

25%

Written Assignment: Students
submit a reflective statement and
literary essay.

25%

Written Assignment: Students
submit a reflective statement and
literary essay.

25%

Internal Assessment
Individual Oral Commentary
and Discussion (20 minutes):
Formal oral commentary on poetry
studied in Part 2 with subsequent
questions (10 minutes) followed by
a discussion based on one of the
other Part 2 works (10 minutes).
Individual Oral Presentation (10–
15 minutes): The presentation is
based on works studied in Part 4. It
is internally assessed and externally
moderated by the IB through the
Part 2 internal assessment task.

30%

15%

15%

Internal Assessment

30%

Individual Oral Commentary
and Discussion (20 minutes):
Students give an oral commentary
and answer subsequent questions
on an extract from a work studied
in Part 2.

15%

Individual Oral Presentation
(10–15 minutes): The presentation
is based on works studied in Part
4. It is internally assessed and
externally moderated through the
Part 2 internal assessment task.

15%
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School Supported
Self–Taught (SSST)
Language A: Literature (SL)
This option is available for students if their “best”
language is not offered at ISHCMC.

School Supported
Self–Taught (SSST)
Language A: Literature
Assessment SL

Course Prerequisite: This course is for students
who have sufficient proficiency in the chosen
language to engage in literary discussion. Over 70
languages offered.

Assessment Component

Course Description: In support of student’s
mother tongue, if a student’s “best” language is
not offered at ISHCMC, an alternative choice is the
School Supported Self–Taught (SSST) option. Here,
the student uses scheduled Language A periods
to study literature analysis in a language that is not
taught by a teacher at the school. In this case, it is
the student’s responsibility to arrange and pay for
an appropriate tutor. Formal assessments including
oral and written examinations will be carried out
on the ISHCMC school premises. The choice to
take the SSST option must be made in agreement
with the IB Diploma Programme Coordinator who
will determine whether this is a viable option for
the candidate. The student must have previous
academic experience in the study of literature in his
or her chosen SSST language.

Paper 1: (1½ hours) Guided Literary
Analysis.

2O%

Paper 2: (1½ hours) Literature
Essay Paper.

25%

Written Assignment
A reflective statement and literary
essay on one work studied in Part 1.

25%

Core Assessments: 2 examination papers, 1 written
assignment (literary essay) and two oral assessments.
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External assessment

Two written examination papers:

Alternative Oral
Examination

Weighting

70%

30%

Individual Oral Commentary
(10 minutes)

15%

Individual Oral Presentation
(10 minutes)

15%

Group 1
Language & Literature

25

Group 2

All Language acquisition courses explore the cultures connected to the language. Depending
on the student’s level of proficiency in the chosen language, a choice can be made between the
following courses:

26

Language B (HL)

Language B (SL)

Course Prerequisite: Students can express
ideas verbally and in written form in the target
language to a degree of coherency.

Course Prerequisite: Usually more than 2
years of study of the language.

Course Description: The level of language
acquisition and usage is higher than Standard
Level. Students will develop the ability to
engage in a flow of interaction in the target
language with some fluency and spontaneity.
Students will engage with some complex
literary work. ISHCMC offers English B, French
B, Mandarin B, and Spanish B.
Core Assessments: 2 examination papers, 1
written assignment (creative writing) and 2 oral
assessments.

Course Description: The level of language
acquisition and usage is higher than Ab initio.
Students will learn to explain a point of view in
detail and use appropriate rhetorical devices in
written and oral work. ISHCMC offers French
B, Mandarin B and Spanish B.
Core Assessments: 2 examination papers, 1
written assignment (following intertextual reading)
and 2 oral assessments.

Group 2
Language Acquisition
Ab initio (SL)
Course Prerequisite: No previous knowledge/
little knowledge of the language.
Course Description: Students learn the
language at a level that allows the construction
of sentences, verbal and written, that in turn
allows simple discussion in the main themes of
the course. The cultural context of the use of
language is explored through a variety of media.
ISHCMC offers Ab initio Spanish and Mandarin.
Core Assessments: 2 examination papers, 1
written assignment (following intertextual reading)
and 2 oral assessments.

Language B
Assessment HL
Assessment Component

External Assessment

Weighting

70%

Paper 1: Receptive skills (1½ hours)
Text handling exercises on five written
texts, based on the core.

25%

Paper 2: (1½ hours) Written Productive Skills
Written productive skills Two compulsory
writing exercises:
Section A: One task of 250–400 words,
based on the options, to be selected from a
choice of five.
Section B: Response of 150–250 words to a
stimulus text, based on the core.

25%

Written Assignment:
Students produce at least three written
tasks based on material studied in the
course. Students submit one written
task for external assessment by the IB
(20 marks).This task must be 800 –1000
words in length plus the rationale of
200–300 words.

20%

Internal Assessment

30%

Individual Oral: (8–10 minutes)
Based on options: 15 minutes of
preparation time and a 10–minute
(maximum) presentation and discussion
with the teacher.

15%

Interactive Oral Activity
Three classroom activities assessed by
the teacher.

15%
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Language B

Language Ab initio
Assessment SL

Assessment SL
Assessment Component

Weighting

Assessment Component

External Assessment

70%

External assessment

75%

Paper 1 Receptive Skills:
(1½ hours). Understanding of
four written texts (40 marks). Text
handling exercises.

30%

Paper 2 Productive Skills:
(1 hour) .Two compulsory writing
exercises (25 marks).
Section A: one question to be
answered from a choice of two (7
marks).
Section B: one question to be
answered from a choice of three
(18 marks).

25%

Written Assignment Receptive
and Written Productive:
A piece of writing, 200–300
words, in the target language
carried out in class under teacher
supervision (20 marks).

20%

Paper 1: Receptive Skills (1½
hours) Text handling exercises on
four written texts, based on the
core.

25%

Paper 2: Written Productive Skills
(1½ hours) One writing exercise of
250–400 words from a choice of
five, based on two options.

25%

Written Assignment:
Students produce at least three
written tasks based on material
studied in the course. Students
submit one written task for external
assessment by the IB (20 marks).
This task must be 800–1000 words
in length plus the rationale of
200–300 words.

20%

Internal Assessment
Individual Oral: (8–10 minutes)
Based on options: 15 minutes of
preparation time and a 10–minute
(maximum) presentation and
discussion with the teacher.
Interactive Oral Activity
Three classroom activities assessed
by the teacher.
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30%

Internal Assessment
Interactive skills Individual oral
15%

Weighting

25%

Part 1: Presentation of visual stimulus (from a
choice of two) by the student. (10 minutes)
Part 2: Follow–up questions on the visual stimulus.

15%

Part 3: General conversation including at least two
questions on the written assignment.

Group 2
Language Acquisition
Choosing the right level for Language B

Higher Level
(HL)

Course
prerequisites

Language proficiency at the end
of the 2–year course

The student has a
working knowledge of
oral and writing skills in
the target language to the
extent that ideas can be
expressed to a degree of
coherency.

Understand complex recordings and literary works.
Communicate orally and in written work to explain
a convincing argument appropriately to a target
audience.
Demonstrate a coherent flow of interaction with a
degree of fluency and spontaneity.
Demonstrate cultural engagement with the target
language and culture.

Standard
Level (SL)

Usually more than two
years of study of the
language.

Understand general spoken and written information
in the topics studied.
Explain a point of view in detail and use appropriate
rhetoric devices in written and oral work.
Demonstrate cultural engagement with the target
language and culture.

Ab initio (SL)

No previous
knowledge/ little
knowledge of the
language.

Understand simple written texts and questions in
the three themes.
Construct simple answers both written and orally.
Hold simple conversations in the three themes.
Demonstrate some intercultural understanding
through written and spoken communication.
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Group 3

For Group 3, students choose a subject which falls under the category that is commonly known
as “human sciences” or “social sciences studies”. These subjects explore the interactions
between people and their environment in a cultural and social context.
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Business Management (HL/SL)
Course Prerequisite: Students will have studied Grade 10 Integrated Humanities or an
equivalent course.
Course Description: This course is designed for students to analyze day–to–day strategies
for business decisions in both a local and international context. Students are required to make
links between elements of the course that include marketing, production, human resources
management and finance. International cooperation and ethical practices are running themes as
well as both individual and group interactions with overall business processes.
Core Assessments: 2 examination papers and an internal assessment (IA). The IA is either a
written commentary (SL) or a research project (HL).

Group 3
Individuals & Societies
Economics (HL/SL)
Course Prerequisite: Students will have studied
Grade 10 Integrated Humanities or an equivalent
course.
Course Description: This course emphasizes
theories of macro and micro economics and how
they are applied in real–world issues. Key issues
are fluctuations in economic activity, international
trade, economic development and environmental
sustainability. Students are expected to reflect on the
ethical implications of economic end–goals at a local
and global level. In this way, through analysis and
inquiry, students develop international perspectives
of the effects of economic change in an increasingly
interdependent world.
Core Assessments: 2 examination papers (SL)
or 3 examination papers (HL) as well as an internal
assessment (IA) which is a portfolio of three
commentaries relating to economic texts.

Geography (HL/SL)
Course Prerequisite: Students will have studied
Grade 10 Integrated Humanities or an equivalent
course.
Course Description: Geography is a dynamic subject
that is firmly grounded in the real world and focuses
on the interactions between individuals, societies and
physical processes in both time and space. It seeks
to identify trends and patterns in these interactions. It
also investigates the way in which people adapt and
respond to change, and evaluates actual and possible
management strategies associated with such change.
Geography describes and helps to explain the
similarities and differences between different places.
These may be defined on a variety of scales and from
the perspectives of a different range of actors, with
varying powers over decision–making processes.
Within individuals and societies subjects, geography
is distinctive in its spatial dimension and occupies a

middle ground between social or human sciences and
natural sciences. The DP geography course integrates
physical, environmental and human geography,
and ensures that students acquire elements of
both socio–economic and scientific methodologies.
Geography takes advantage of its position to examine
relevant concepts and ideas from a wide variety of
disciplines. This helps students develop life skills and
have an appreciation of, and a respect for, alternative
approaches, viewpoints and ideas.
Core Assessments: 2 examination papers (SL)
or 3 examination papers (HL) as well as an internal
assessment (IA) based on fieldwork.

Global Politics (HL/SL)
Course Prerequisite: Students will have studied Grade
10 Integrated Humanities or an equivalent course.
Course Description: The Global Politics course
explores fundamental political concepts such as power,
equality, sustainability and peace in a range of contexts. It
allows students to develop an understanding of the local,
national, international and global dimensions of political
activity and processes, as well as to explore political
issues affecting their own lives. The course helps students
to understand abstract political concepts by grounding
them in real-world examples and case studies.

History (HL/SL)
Course Prerequisite: Students will have studied
Grade 10 Integrated Humanities or an equivalent
course.
Course Description: Here students are expected
to develop an understanding of the present through
critical reflection of the past. Historical developments
at national, regional and international levels are
investigated while students develop an awareness of
their own historical identity.
This Course follows world history including the causes
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and effects of 20th Century war and authoritarian states. Plus a prescribed subject on the "move to global war
in the 1930's". The course includes a specialized option on the history of Asia and Oceania.
Core Assessments: 2 examination papers (SL) or 3 examination papers (HL) as well as an internal assessment
(IA) of a historical investigation.

Psychology (HL/SL)
Course Prerequisite: No specific prior psychology knowledge is required.
Course Description: Psychology is the rigorous and systematic study of mental processes and behavior.
It is a complex subject which draws on concepts, methods and understandings from a number of different
disciplines. There is no single approach that would describe or explain mental processes and behavior on its
own as human beings are complex animals, with highly developed frontal lobes, cognitive abilities, involved
social structures and cultures. The study of behavior and mental processes requires a multidisciplinary
approach and the use of a variety of research techniques whilst recognizing that behavior is not a static
phenomenon, it is adaptive, and as the world, societies and challenges facing societies change, so does
behavior.
Core Assessments: 2 examination papers (SL) or 3 examination papers (HL) as well as an internal assessment (IA) of
an experimental study report.

Business Management
Assessment HL
Assessment Component

Assessment SL
Weighting

Assessment Component

Weighting

External Assessment

75%

External Assessment

75%

Paper 1: Pre–issued Case Study
(21/4 hours).

35%

Paper 1: Pre–issued Case Study
(11/4 hours).

30%

Paper 2 : Set of Data Response
Questions (21/4 hours).

40%

Paper 2 : Set of Data Response
Questions (13/4 hours).

45%

Internal Assessment

25%

Internal Assessment

25%

Students research and report an issue facing
an organization or a decision made by an
organization (or organizations). Max 2000 words.
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Students produce a written commentary
based on three to five supporting documents
about a real issue a problem facing a particular
organization. Max 1500 words.

Group 3
Individuals & Societies
Economics
Assessment HL
Assessment Component

Assessment SL
Weighting

Assessment Component

Weighting

External Assessment

80%

External Assessment

80%

Paper 1: (1½ hours) An extended
response paper.

30%

Paper 1: (1½ hours) An extended
response paper.

40%

Paper 2: (1½ hours) An data
response paper.

30%

Paper 2: (1½ hours) data response
paper.

40%

Paper 3: Extension paper (1 hours).

20%

Internal Assessment

Internal Assessment

20%

Students produce a portfolio of three
commentaries, based on different sections of the
syllabus and on published extracts from the news
media.

20%

Students produce a portfolio of three
commentaries, based on different sections of the
syllabus and on published extracts from the news
media.

Geography
Assessment HL

Assessment SL

Assessment Component

Weighting

Assessment Component

External Assessment

80%

External Assessment

75%

Paper 1: (21/4 hours) multiple
short answers and one extended
response.

35%

Paper 1: (1½ hours) multiple
short answers and one extended
response.

35%

Paper 2: (1½ hours) two structured
questions based on stimulus
material.

25%

Paper 2: (1½ hours) two structured
questions based on stimulus
material.

40%

Paper 3: (1 hour) One Essay
question.

20%

Internal Assessment 25%

Internal Assessment

Weighting

Written report based on fieldwork (2500 words).

20%

Written report based on fieldwork (2500 words).
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Global Politics
Assessment HL
Assessment Component

External Assessment
Paper 1: (11/4 hours) Stimulusbased paper on a topic from
one of the four core units. Four
compulsory short-answer/
structured questions
Paper 2: (23/4 hour) Extended
response paper based on the four
core units. Three essays from a
choice of eight, each selected from
a different core unit

Internal Assessment

Engagement activity (20 hours)

Assessment SL
Weighting

60 %
20%

40%

External Assessment

40%

Weighting

75%

Paper 1: (11/4 hours) Three
compulsory questions and 1
question of choice on Part 1 of the
syllabus.

30%

Paper 2: (13/4 hour) Two essays
from a choice of eight, each
selected from a different core unit

45%

Internal Assessment

Engagement activity (20 hours)

A written report (2,000-word maximum) on a
political issue explored through engagement and
research.
HL Extension - global political challenges
(90 hours)
Two video recorded oral presentations (10-minute
maximum each) of two case studies chosen from
two different HL extension topics.
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Assessment Component

25%

A written report (2,000-word maximum) on a
political issue explored through engagement and
research.

Group 3
Individuals & Societies
History
Assessment HL
Assessment Component

External Assessment
Paper 1: (1 hour) Source–based
paper based on the five prescribed
subjects. Choose one prescribed
subject from a choice of five.
Answer four structured questions.
Paper 2: (1½ hours) Essay paper
based on the 12 world history
topics. Answer two essay questions
on two different topics.
Paper 3: (2½ hours) Separate
papers for each of the four regional
options. For the selected region,
answer three essay questions.

Internal Assessment

Assessment SL
Weighting

80%

Assessment Component

External Assessment

Weighting

75%

20%

Paper 1: (1 hour) Source–based
paper based on the five prescribed
subjects. Choose one prescribed
subject from a choice of five.
Answer four structured questions.

30%

25%

Paper 2: (1½ hours) Essay paper
based on the 12 world history
topics. Answer two essay questions
on two different topics.

45%

Internal Assessment
35%

25%

Historical investigation into a topic of student’s
choice.

20%

Historical investigation into a topic of student’s
choice.

35

Psychology
Assessment HL
Assessment Component

External Assessment
Paper 1: (2 hours) Three
compulsory questions and 1
question of choice on Part 1 of the
syllabus.

Assessment SL
Weighting

80%

Assessment Component

External Assessment

Weighting

75%

40%

Paper 1: (2 hours) Three
compulsory questions and 1
question of choice on Part 1 of the
syllabus.

50%

Paper 2: (1 hour) 15 questions on
Part 2 of syllabus. Students choose
one question to answer in essay
form.

20%

Paper 2: (1 hour) 15 questions on
Part 2 of syllabus. Students choose
one question to answer in essay
form.

25%

Paper 3: (1 hour) Three compulsory
questions based on an unseen text,
covering part 3 of the syllabus.

20%

Internal Assessment

20%

Report: experimental study conducted by the
student
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Internal Assessment

25%

Report: experimental study conducted by the
student

Group 3
Individuals & Societies
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Group 4

The IB emphasizes the need for students to learn about the overarching Nature of Science (NOS).
Through inquiry and active discussions, students are expected to learn about scientific endeavor, how
science impacts public opinion and the role of collaboration in the development of scientific ideas. All
DP Science courses combine experiential scientific investigation and information technology skills with
theoretical study.
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Biology (HL/SL)
Course Prerequisite: Students will have studied Grade 10 Integrated Science or an equivalent
learning experience.
Course Description: The Biology course is aimed at students who wish to learn about living
organisms and the structures and systems by which they function, evolve and affect one another. Cells,
Biochemistry, Ecology, Genetics and Evolution underpin this course and are the basis for analyzing a
variety of situations of biological discovery.
Core Assessments: 3 examination papers and 1 internal assessment (IA) which is a scientific
investigation relating to the course.

Group 4
Sciences
Chemistry (HL/SL)
Course Prerequisite: Students will have studied
Grade 10 Integrated Science or an equivalent learning
experience. Chemistry HL should be taken in combination
with Mathematics SL or HL.
Course Description: This course provides the widest
opportunities for further study in Science. Chemical
principles underpin both the physical environment in
which we live and all biological systems. Students will
learn inorganic and organic chemistry as well as learn
about energetics and equilibrium as a basis for wider
studies in Chemistry or other Sciences at university.
Core Assessments: 3 examination papers and 1
internal assessment (IA) which is a scientific investigation
relating to the course.

Design Technology (HL/SL)
Course Prerequisite: Students will have studied
Grade 10 Integrated Science or an equivalent learning
experience.
Course Description: The creative tension between
theory and practice is what characterizes design
technology within the DP sciences subject group. Inquiry
and problem-solving are at the heart of the subject. DP
design technology requires the use of the DP design
cycle as a tool, which provides the methodology used
to structure the inquiry and analysis of problems, the
development of feasible solutions, and the testing
and evaluation of the solution. In Diploma Programme
design technology, a solution can be defined as a
model, prototype, product or system that students have
developed independently.
Core Assessments: 2 examination papers and 1
internal assessment which is a design project. At HL,
paper one has more questions, and students answer an
additional paper (paper 3) consisting of three structured
questions based on the HL extension material, one of
which is based on a case study.

Environmental Systems &
Societies (SL)
Course Prerequisite: Students will have studied
Grade 10 Integrated Science or an equivalent learning
experience.
Course Description: This course is an interdisciplinary
group 3 and 4 course that is offered at a standard level
(SL) only. The subject provides students with a coherent
perspective of interrelationships between environmental
systems and societies. Students will form personal
responses to a wide range of environmental issues and
will evaluate the scientific, ethical and socio–political
aspects of issues.
Core Assessments: 2 examination papers and 1
internal assessment (IA) which is a practical project.

Physics (HL/SL)
Course Prerequisite: Students will have studied
Grade 10 Integrated Science or an equivalent learning
experience course. HL Physics should be taken in
combination with SL or HL Mathematics.
Course Description: Physics is the most fundamental
of the sciences as it seeks to explain the universe itself,
from the very smallest particles to the vast distances
between galaxies. Physics is explored as a human
activity, involving observation, experimentation and
theoretical modeling. This includes both classic Physics
as well as more recent articulations of the physical world.
Mathematics is viewed as a language of physics and
therefore proficiency in Mathematics is essential for
Physics students.
Core Assessments: 3 examination papers and 1
internal assessment (IA) which is a scientific investigation
relating to the course.
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Sports Exercise & Health Science (HL/SL)
Course Prerequisite: Some background knowledge of scientific investigation at a Grade 10 level.
Course Description: This course involves the application of scientific principles in sports and exercise as well as
critical analysis of human performance. The course incorporates the traditional disciplines of anatomy and physiology,
biomechanics, psychology and nutrition in the pursuit of excellence in sport.
Core Assessments: 3 examination papers and 1 internal assessment (IA) which is a scientific investigation relating to
the course.

Science Prerequisites
Requirements to join this course
Biology (HL/SL)

•
•

Grade 10 Integrated Science or equivalent
To study Biology (HL), some previous background in Biology is
helpful.

Chemistry (HL/SL)

•
•

Grade 10 Integrated Science or equivalent
To study Chemistry (HL), some previous background in
Chemistry is helpful.
Chemistry (HL) students have a minimum requirement of Math
(SL) as part of their DP course selection.

•

Design Technology (HL/SL)

•

Grade 10 Integrated Science or equivalent

Environmental Systems &

•

Some background knowledge of scientific investigation at a
Grade 10 level.

•
•

Grade 10 Integrated Science or equivalent
To study Physics (HL), some previous background in Physics is
helpful.
Physics (HL) students have a minimum requirement of Math
(SL) as part of their DP course selection.

Societies (SL)
Physics (HL/SL)

•

Sports Exercise & Health
Science (HL/SL)
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•

Some background knowledge of scientific investigation at a
Grade 10 level.

Group 4
Sciences
Biology
Assessment HL
Assessment Component

External Assessment

Assessment SL
Weighting

Assessment Component

Weighting

80%

External Assessment

80%

Paper 1: (1hour) 40 Multiple Choice
Questions (Core and AHL).

20%

Paper 1: (45 minutes) 30 Multiple
Choice Questions.

20%

Paper 2: (21/4 hours) Short Answer
and Extended Response Questions
(Core and AHL).

36%

Paper 2: (11/4 hours) Short Answer
and Extended Response Questions
(Core).

40%

Paper 3: (11/4 hours) Data and
Practical based questions, plus
short answer and extended
response questions.

24%

Paper 3: (1 hour) Data and
Practical based questions, plus
short answer and extended
response questions.

20%

Internal Assessment

20%

Internal Assessment

20%

Individual Investigation of 6–12 pages.

Individual Investigation of 6–12 pages.

Chemistry
Assessment HL
Assessment Component

External Assessment

Assessment SL
Weighting

Assessment Component

Weighting

80%

External Assessment

80%

20%

Paper 1: (45 minutes) 30 Multiple
Choice Questions.

20%

Paper 2: (21/4 hours) Short Answer
and Extended Response Questions
(Core and AHL).

36%

Paper 2: (11/2 hours) Short Answer
and Extended Response Questions
(Core).

40%

Paper 3: Data and Practical based
questions, plus short answer and
extended response questions.

24%

Paper 3: Data and Practical based
questions, plus short answer and
extended response questions.

20%

Paper 1: (1 hour) 40 Multiple
Choice Questions (Core and AHL).

Internal Assessment
Individual Investigation of 6–12 pages.

20%

Internal Assessment

20%

Individual Investigation of 6–12 pages.
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Design Technology
Assessment HL
Assessment Component

External Assessment
Paper 1: (1 hours) 40 multiple-choice
questions on the core and HL
extension material.
Paper 2: (11/2 hours)
Section A: one data-based question
and several short-answer questions
on the core material (all compulsory).
Section B: one extended-response
question on the core material (from
a choice of three). Maximum of 20
marks.
Paper 3: (11/2 hours)
Section A: two structured questions
on the HL extension material, both
compulsory .
Section B: one structured question on
the HL extension material based on a
case study. Maximum of 20 marks.

Internal Assessment
Design Project

Assessment SL
Weighting

60%

Assessment Component

External Assessment

Weighting

60%

20%

Paper 1: (45 minutes) 30 multiplechoice questions on the core
material.

30%

20%

Paper 2: (11/2 hours)
Section A: one data-based question
and several short-answer questions on
the core material (All compulsory).
Section B: one extended-response
question on the core material (from
a choice of three). Maximum of 20
marks.

30%

Internal Assessment
Design Project

40%

20%

40%

Environmental Systems & Societies
Assessment SL
Assessment Component

External Assessment

Weighting

75%

Paper 1: (1 hour) short–answer and data–based questions.

25%

Paper 2: (2 hours) two sections:
Section A, students provided a range of data in a variety of forms relating to a specific case study.
Students are required to make reasoned and balanced judgments by analysing this data.
Section B, students are required to answer two structured essay questions from a choice of four.

50%

Internal Assessment

A series of practical and fieldwork activities that are undertaken as part of the practical
scheme of work.
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25%

Group 4
Sciences
Physics
Assessment HL
Assessment Component

External Assessment
Paper 1: 40 Multiple Choice
Questions (Core and AHL).

Assessment SL
Weighting

80%

Assessment Component

External Assessment

Weighting

80%

20%

Paper 1: 30 Multiple Choice
Questions.

20%

Paper 2: Short Answer and
Extended Response Questions
(Core and AHL).

36%

Paper 2: Short Answer and
Extended Response Questions
(Core).

40%

Paper 3: Data and Practical based
questions, plus short answer and
extended response questions.

24%

Paper 3: Data and Practical based
questions, plus short answer and
extended response questions.

20%

Internal Assessment

Individual Investigation of 6–12 pages.

20%

Internal Assessment

Individual Investigation of 6–12 pages.

20%

Sport Exercise & Health Science
Assessment HL
Assessment Component

Assessment SL
Weighting

Assessment Component

External Assessment

80%

Paper 1: (45 minutes) 40 Multiple
Choice Questions.

20%

Paper 1: (45 minutes) 30 Multiple
Choice Questions.

20%

Paper 2: (1 1/4 hours) Short Answer
and Extended Response Questions
(Core and AHL).

35%

Paper 2: (1 1/4 hours) Short Answer
and Extended Response Questions
(Core).

35%

Paper 3: (1 hour) Data and
Practical based questions, plus
short answer and extended
response questions.

25%

Paper 3: (1 hour) Data and
Practical based questions, plus
short answer and extended
response questions.

25%

Internal Assessment

20%

Internal Assessment

20%

1. Investigations A mixture of short– and
long–term investigations.
2. Group 4 project Interdisciplinary project.
Assessed for personal skills

External Assessment

Weighting

80%

1. Investigations A mixture of short– and
long–term investigations.
2. Group 4 project Interdisciplinary project.
Assessed for personal skills
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Group 5

*The Mathematics Courses for the Diploma Programme from 2019 have changed under
the most recent Curriculum Review. An outline of the new courses is provided below with
some recommendations to students on selection, in addition to requirements of prior
mathematical courses.
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Mathematics can be seen as a set of abstract ideas, a system of knowledge or as a useful tool.
In the IB Diploma Programme, Mathematics is viewed as a key to understanding the world and is
therefore a compulsory course.

Mathematics: Analysis and Approaches (SL/HL)
This course will have an emphasis on calculus appropriate for pure mathematicians. The course is
intended for students who wish to pursue studies in mathematics at university or subjects that have
a large mathematical content. The course has been designed for students who enjoy developing
mathematical arguments, problem solving and exploring real and abstract applications, both with
and without technology.
• Standard Level: this course is most similar to the current Mathematics SL course. It will

be accessible to students from both MYP Standard and Extended Mathematics pathways;

Group 5
Mathematics
however, students in the Standard pathway will need a minimum of a 5 to be recommended for this course.
• Higher Level: this course is most similar to the current Mathematics HL course. It will be accessible to students

from the MYP Extended Mathematics pathway. Students will need a minimum of a 5 to be recommended for
this course.
*Possible Career Pathways: pure mathematics, physical science (physics, chemistry, astronomy and earth science),
engineering, and economics.

Mathematics: Applications and Interpretation (SL/HL)
This course will have an emphasis on statistics, modelling and the use of technology. The course is intended for
students with an interest in the applications of mathematics and how technology can support this. The course has
been designed for students who enjoy describing the real world and solving practical problems using mathematics,
those who are interested in harnessing the power of technology alongside exploring mathematical models.
• Standard Level: this course is most similar to the current Mathematical Studies SL course. It will be accessible

to students from both MYP Standard and Extended Mathematics pathways.
• Higher Level: this course will include new content, with an emphasis on statistics. It will be accessible to

students from the MYP Extended Mathematics pathway.
*Possible Career Pathways: statistics, social sciences, some natural sciences and business.

*Please note that these pathways are suggested by the IBO. Students are encouraged to ensure they choose
the correct course based on the entrance requirements from the universities which they wish to attend.
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The fundamental human need to communicate personal and social meaning through art is explored
through the subjects in Group 6. These subjects encourage respect for cultural and aesthetic differences
and promote creative thinking and problem solving.

Group 6

Film (HL/SL)
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Course Prerequisite: None.
Course Description: The Diploma Programme film course aims to develop students’ skills so that they
become adept in both interpreting and making film texts. Through the study and analysis of film texts
and exercises in film–making, students will explore film history, theory and socio–economic background.
The course develops students’ critical abilities, enabling them to appreciate the multiplicity of cultural
and historical perspectives in film. Students are taught to consider film texts, theories and ideas from the
points of view of different individuals, nations and cultures.
Core Assessments: Independent Study; oral presentation; film production; rationale and written
commentary.

Group 6
The Arts
Music (HL/SL)

Visual Arts (HL/SL)

Course Prerequisite: Some working skill in playing a
musical instrument is essential for students who wish to
study Music as part of the Diploma Programme. During
this course, students will not receive lessons in learning
to play an instrument, but rather in musical theory,
composition and performance. Therefore, throughout the
course, students are expected to continue to develop
their skills in playing their chosen instrument outside
lesson time.

Course Prerequisite: None, although some technical
knowledge about art may be helpful.

Course Description: This is an enriching academic
course through which students can appreciate the
diversity and universality of music and its expression of
cultural thought. It provides a foundation for further study
in music at university level or as a career pathway.
Core Assessments: Examination paper, musical links
investigation and internal assessment involving ‘creating’
and ’performance’ (HL) or a choice between the two
themes (SL).

Course Description: This course encourages an
active exploration of Visual Arts in the students’ own
cultural heritage as well as others’. The focus of this
course is for students to study and produce art while
locating their ideas in an international context. Students
are encouraged to develop a critical and personal
view through investigative techniques as well as skills
associated with the production of art.
There are no prerequisites for this course and it is suited
for students with diverse career aspirations.
There is no written examination, although regular
critical reflections must be recorded in the form of the
investigative workbook throughout the course.
Core Assessments: A comparative study of artwork,
a process portfolio and an internal assessment (IA) of
artwork from their exhibition.

Theater (HL/SL)
Course Prerequisite: None.
Course Description: This course is designed to
encourage students to examine theater in its diversity of
forms around the world. This may be achieved through a
critical study of the theory, history and culture of theater,
and will find expression through workshops, devised
work or scripted performance. Students will come to
understand the act of imagining and producing theater in
its past and present contexts and how this is a form that
investigates and finds explanations for the world around
us.
Core Assessments: Research investigation,
performance proposal, independent project portfolio and
oral presentation.
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Film
Assessment HL
Assessment Component

External Assessment

Assessment SL
Weighting

40%

Assessment Component

External Assessment

Weighting

60%

Textual analysis

20%

Textual analysis

30%

Comparative study

20%

Comparative study

30%

Internal Assessment

60%

Film portfolio

25%

Collaborative film project

35%
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Internal Assessment
Film portfolio

40%

Group 6
The Arts
Music
Assessment HL
Assessment Component

External Assessment
Listening Paper: (21/2 hours) Four
musical perception questions.
Musical Links Investigation: A
written media script of 2,000 words
or less, investigating the significant
musical links between two or
more pieces from distinct musical
cultures.

Internal Assessment

Assessment SL
Weighting

Assessment Component

Weighting

50%

External Assessment

50%

30%

Listening Paper: (2 hours) Four
musical perception questions.

30%

20%

Musical Links Investigation:
A written media script of 2,000
words or less, investigating the
significant musical links between
two or more pieces from distinct
musical cultures.

20%

50%

Internal Assessment

50%

Creating: Three pieces of
coursework with recordings and
written work.

25%

Solo performing: A recording
selected from pieces presented
during one or more public
performances.

25%

Creating and Performing Students choose one of
the three options.
Creating: Two pieces of coursework with
recordings and written work.
Solo performing: A recording selected from
pieces presented during one or more public
performances.
Group performing: A recording selected from
pieces presented during two or more public
performances.
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Theater
Assessment HL
Assessment Component

External Assessment

Assessment SL
Weighting

75%

Solo Theater Piece: Create and
present a solo theater piece (4–8
minutes) based on aspect(s) of
theater theory.

35%

Director’s Notebook: Develop
ideas regarding how a play text
could be staged for an audience.
20 Research presentation.

20%

Research Presentation: Deliver an
individual presentation (15 minutes
maximum) that outlines and
physically demonstrates research
into a convention of a theater
tradition.

Internal Assessment

20%

25%

Weighting

External Assessment

65%

Director’s Notebook: Develop
ideas regarding how a play text
could be staged for an audience.

35%

Research Presentation: Deliver an
individual presentation (15 minutes
maximum) that outlines and
physically demonstrates research
into a convention of a theater
tradition.

30%

Internal Assessment

Collaborative Project: Collaboratively create and
present an original piece of theater (lasting 13–15
minutes) for and to a specified target audience.
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Assessment Component

35%

Collaborative Project: Collaboratively create and
present an original piece of theater (lasting 13–15
minutes) for and to a specified target audience.

Group 6
The Arts
Visual Arts
Assessment HL
Assessment Component

External Assessment

Assessment SL
Weighting

60%

Comparative Study:
• Examine and compare at least 3
artworks, at least 2 of which need
to be by different artists.
• 3–5 screens which analyze the
extent to which the student’s work
and practices have been influenced
by the art and artists examined.
• A list of sources used.

20%

Process Portfolio:
• 13–25 screens which evidence
sustained experimentation,
exploration, manipulation and
refinement of a variety of art–
making activities.

40%

Internal Assessment

40%

Exhibition: A curatorial rationale that does not
exceed 700 words.
• 8–11 artworks.
• Exhibition text (stating the title, medium, size
and intention) for each artwork.

Assessment Component

External Assessment

Weighting

60%

Comparative Study:
• Examine and compare at least 3
artworks, at least 2 of which should
be by different artists.
• A list of sources used.

20%

Process Portfolio:
• 9–18 screens which evidence
the student’s sustained
experimentation, exploration,
manipulation and refinement of a
variety of art–making activities.

40%

Internal Assessment

40%

Exhibition: A curatorial rationale that does not
exceed 400 words.
• 4–7 artworks.
• Exhibition text (stating the title, medium, size
and intention) for each artwork.
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Students often ask how some of their course decisions can impact their future career choices.
We have collated some frequently asked questions (FAQs) that you may find useful.

I don’t want to be an artist or musician. Why should I
choose an Arts subject?

FAQ

Studying the Arts is an opportunity to develop skills of analysis and interpretation of a wide
range of cultural products of human expression. It develops students’ understanding of the
human spirit and the world.
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Competitive universities around the world are interested in students who have a wide range
of skills as well as aptitude in their chosen field. Choosing an Arts subject, developing new
perspectives and expressing these ideas can often give university applicants a feature that
makes them stand out.
If a student is sure that he or she wishes to apply for a specialized field such as medicine,
however, it would be more appropriate to choose a second Science instead of one of the Arts
subjects.

FAQ
How do I know which Math course
to choose given that the DP
Math courses are changing?
The Mathematics department will support you to
make this very important decision. Students will
initially be recommended to do either SL or HL
Mathematics. After an initial period of time, students
will be advised to take either Mathematics: Analysis
and Approaches or Mathematics: Applications and
Interpretations. Both of these options have very clear
pathways to university. Our University Counsellor will
support you with this.

Is it better to choose two
Language A subjects or to
choose one Language A & one
Language B subject?
The important difference between Language A and B
courses is the level of ability and prior learning in that
language.
Language B is focussed on acquiring a language
and its application in cultural context. Language A
is for students who can read, write and speak the
language proficiently. For example a student attaining
a 5 or above in MYP Grade 10 English Language &
Literature would take English A.

I would get a better grade if I
chose Chinese Ab initio instead
of Chinese B for Group 2. Can I
choose this option?
Language B courses are designed to provide
students with an appropriate challenge and learning
experience. The skills of each student are ascertained
at the time of course selection and placement in
courses is guided to ensure the integrity of the IB
Diploma Programme is maintained.
If a student has the skills in a particular language
to study the SL or HL Language B course, it is
inappropriate to choose the Ab initio option.
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NOTES
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