Promo on Requirements
7th Grade Curriculum

8thGrade Curriculum

English 7

English 8

Pre-Algebra, or Algebra 7-8

Pre-Algebra, Algebra 7-8,
Geometry or Algebra 2

World History and Geography 7

U.S. History and Geography 8

Life Science 7

Physical Science 8

Physical Educa on 7

Physical Educa on 8

Photography 7

Science and Technology 8

Counseling
Virtual School counseling is available to serve students in a variety of
ways.
Students may meet with the counselor individually, in groups, or
through classroom presenta ons. The counselor also communicates
with parents through in-person mee ngs, email, and phone
conferences. Other areas covered are:
• Suppor ng academic achievement
• Conﬂict Resolu on
• Crisis Interven on and referrals
• For help dealing with personal/social issues
• Goal Se ng
• Monthly Parent /Teacher Conferences

Progress Reports/Report Cards
Reports to students and parents are issued four mes each semester as
follows:
• 5th week (September and February) - Mid-Quarter Progress
Report.
• 10th week (October and March) - Quarter Report Cards are issued
halfway through the semester. These grades are NOT
permanently recorded.
• 15th week (November and May) - Mid-Quarter Progress Report.
• 20th week (December and May) – Semester grades. These grades
are permanently recorded on transcripts.

PowerSchool Parent Portal
Parents may log in to PowerSchool Parent Portal at
h ps://powerschool.avhsd.org to access their child’s grade and
a endance informa on.
In order to create an account, your must have the parent Access ID and
Password.
Please contact the oﬃce for your access code.

ENGLISH
English 7

This course will u lize grade 7 Common Core State Standards for English
Language Arts. The course will include wri ng, vocabulary, and literature. It will
also incorporate listening and speaking skills. The goal of this course is to prepare
students for high school, college, and careers.
The Common Core State Standards can be found at:
h p://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/documents/ﬁnalelaccssstandards.pdf

English 8

English 8 aligns with the common core standards and 21st century skills. The
course focuses on interac on with ﬁc onal & nonﬁc onal texts, wri ng skills,
speaking skills, and listening skills while u lizing crea vity, collabora on,
communica on and cri cal thinking. Ci ng sources, the 5 paragraph essay,
descrip ve wri ng, argumenta ve wri ng and technology skills are some of the
many skills that will be emphasized.
The Common Core State Standards can be found at:
h p://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/documents/ﬁnalelaccssstandards.pdf

MATHEMATICS
Pre-Algebra 7-8

Open to grades 7th and 8th
This course is designed to prepare students with basic math and algebra skills for
high school Algebra 1 and Geometry. It covers the California Common Core
standards for 8th grade. Instruc on will include the following: the number
system, expression and equa ons, func ons geometry, sta s c and probability.
The California Content Standards can be viewed at:
h p://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/documents/ccssmathstandardaug2013.pdf

Algebra 7-8

Open to grades 7th and 8th
Prerequisite: Placement based on a combina on of teacher
recommenda on, prior grades, and Algebra Placement Test.
Algebra is a full year course devoted to building algebra fundamentals. Emphasis
is on building a founda on of proper solving of equa ons, systems, quadra cs,
graphing func ons, and data analysis and probability. Intertwined in the
curriculum is problem solving strategies and logical thinking. IPad technology will

be used to assist with instruc on through the Internet, graphing, calculators, and
assistance in day to day organiza on of content. The California Content Standards
can be viewed at h p://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/documents/mathstandards.pdf

Algebra 2

Open to grades 7th and 8th
Prerequisite: Placement based on a combina on of teacher
recommenda on, prior grades, and Algebra Placement Test.
This math course is based on the California Algebra 2 Standards. Algebra 2 provides the
math founda on for Geometry and Trigonometry/Pre-Calculus. Students learn how to
solve (and graph) systems of equa ons. Students use quadra c formula and factoring
to solve real life problems. Students also learn how to solve logarithmic and
exponen al func ons, as well as use complex numbers and the binomial theorem.
Probability and Sta s cs are also introduced

Geometry

Open to grades 7th and 8th
Prerequisite: Placement based on a combina on of teacher
recommenda on, prior grades, and Algebra Placement Test.
This math course is based on the California Geometry Standards. It provides the formal
development for students who take advanced math courses. Students will use their
Algebraic skills to work with fundamental geometric concepts; such as logical proof,
proper es of points, lines, planes, angles, circles, and polygons. Students will also learn
how to determine the geometric measurements of perimeter, area and volume.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Physical Educa on 7 and 8

Physical educa on goals for both seventh and eighth grade students are to
improve strength, ﬂexibility, cardiovascular endurance, coordina on and balance.
Students will experience team play by encouraging teamwork, coopera on, and
fair play. Through physical educa on students will develop and encourage good
sportsmanship. Skills taught through physical educa on can be used as
founda ons for life me sports and ac vi es. They will also encourage good
health, nutri on, and ﬁtness habits.
7th Grade Focus- Demonstrate mature techniques, in the performance of all skills,
demonstrate basic oﬀensive and defensive strategies.
8th Grade focus- Demonstrate basic oﬀensive and defensive skills and strategies
in team physical ac vi es.
The California State Standards for Middle School Physical Educa on can be viewed
at: h p://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/documents/pestandards.pdf

Life Science 7

SCIENCE

This course is intended as an introduc on to Biology (the study of life and living
things). We will use demonstra ons, labs and projects as much as feasible to
promote learning. Since this course is designed using projects and to prepare
them for college in only 2 years, students will be expected to read and study
textbook on their own me. Prerequisite for doing the labs/ac vi es is that they
have completed their note taking responsibili es. Textbook and 5th/6th grade
science knowledge will be necessary for tests in addi on to processing the
material from class.
The California State Standards for Middle School Physical Science can be viewed
at: h p://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/documents/sciencestnd.pdf

Physical Science 8

This course is intended as an introduc on to chemistry (study of ma er and
energy) and physics (study of mo on, energy and forces). We will use
demonstra ons, labs and projects as much as feasible to promote learning. Since
this course is designed using projects and to prepare them for college NEXT year,
students will be expected to read and study textbook on their own me.
Prerequisite for doing the labs/ac vi es is that they have completed their note
taking responsibili es. Textbook and 6th/7th grade science knowledge will be
necessary for tests in addi on to processing the material from class.
The California State Standards for Middle School Physical Science can be viewed
at: h p://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/documents/sciencestnd.pdf

SOCIAL SCIENCE
World History and Geography 7

Students in grade seven study the social, cultural, and technological changes that
occurred in Europe, Africa, and Asia in the years AD 500 to 1789. A er reviewing
the ancient world and the ways in which archaeologists and historians uncover
the past, students study the history and geography of great civiliza ons that were
developing concurrently throughout the world during medieval and early modern
mes. They examine the growing economic interac on among civiliza ons as well
as the exchange of ideas, beliefs, technologies, and commodi es. They learn
about the resul ng growth of Enlightenment philosophy and the new
examina on of the concepts of reason and authority, the natural rights of human

beings and the divine right of kings, experimentalism in science, and the dogma of
belief. Finally, students assess the poli cal forces let loose by the Enlightenment,
par cularly the rise of democra c ideas, and they learn about the con nuing
inﬂuence of these ideas in the world today. This course will u lize grade 7
Common Core State Standards for World History. The Common Core State
Standards can be found at:
h p://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/documents/ﬁnalelaccssstandards.pdf

U.S. History and Geography 8

Students in this course study the ideas, issues, and events from the framing of the
Cons tu on up to World War I, with an emphasis on America's role in the war.
A er reviewing the Development of America's democra c ins tu ons founded on
the Judeo-Chris an heritage and English parliamentary tradi ons, par cularly the
shaping of the Cons tu on, students trace the Development of American poli cs,
society, culture, and economy and relate them to the emergence of major regional
diﬀerences. They learn about the challenges facing the new na on, with an
emphasis on the causes, course, and consequences of the Civil War. They make
connec ons between the rise of industrializa on and contemporary social and
economic condi ons. The California Content Standards can be viewed at:
h p://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/documents/histsocscistnd.pdf

ELECTIVES
Science and Technology 8
In this class students are introduced to concepts such as scien ﬁc inquiry, steps of
the scien ﬁc method, careers available in science, and the roles of technology in
scien ﬁc discovery and in everyday life. In addi on, students will learn skills such as
scien ﬁc units of measurement, common calcula ons and conversions, and forms
of data presenta on.

Photography 7

In this class students are introduced to photography. Photographs are all around us,
and each helps to tell a story. Now it’s me for you to create your story through
photos you learn how to take in this course. Learn the basics of using a camera,
ligh ng, and how to choose great subjects to create magazine-worthy photos and
amaze your friends and family with your skills.

