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Dear Friends and Family of BTMES Students, 
 
What follows are a few reminders that we wanted to highlight over the next few weeks...  
 
*ALICE Training:  The Barre Supervisory Union Administrative Teams recently participated in an ALICE training, and were 
joined by members of local police, fire, emergency response, and the press. This approach specifically  
addresses Alert, Lockdown, Inform, Counter, and Evacuate strategies when confronted with threats at school. Our plan is to fol-
low this training with community/parent forums and staff trainings over the course of this year and into next year.  We will also 
discuss at what level and how students would be trained.   
  
For more information on ALICE please visit the website www.alicetraining.com.  More information on dates and times for BSU 
forums and trainings will be shared as our plan develops.  
  
*Assessments:  The testing window to complete the math and literacy SBAC (Smarter Balanced Assessment  
Consortium) for students in grades 3 through 8 is March through June.  New this year is the science assessment for students in 
grade 5. This replaces what was previously called the Science NECAP that was given in grades 4 and 8.  Specific dates will 
soon be shared letting you know when these computer-based assessments will occur for your child. 
 
*Lunch accounts: Please keep your child's account in the positive. Have a question regarding your child's account? Call Chef 
Jackson or Chef Bob at 476-6617 ext. 6146. 
 
*No school:  There is no school for students on Friday, February 9 due to Staff Development Day.  Also, please mark your cal-
endars for the upcoming February/March vacation:  Saturday, February 24 through Tuesday, March 6.  School resumes 
on Wednesday, March 7. 
 
*Report cards: Do you have questions around proficiency based grading or understanding your child's report card? Please 
reach out to Mrs. Nye (ext. 6308) or Mr. Griggs (ext. 6309) and they will be more than happy to help address your con-
cerns.  Additionally, the Wednesday, February 21 School Board meeting will have an agenda item that  
focuses on PBL (Proficiency Based Learning). Feel free to join us in the BTMES Library at 6:00pm. 
 
*Sickness: Please keep your child home if they are running a fever, vomiting or have diarrhea. Call our Health Office at 476-
6617 ext. 6197 if you are unsure about sending your child to school. A note from your pediatrician will help alleviate any school 
days missed due to illness.    
 
*Transportation Fundraisers: Consider joining your PTO, BT staff and Administrative Team on  
Wednesday, February 7th at 5:00pm to discuss next steps regarding ideas around fundraisers  
to help pay for the transportation part of field trips.   
 
*Vote:  Tuesday, March 6 is Town Meeting Day across the state of Vermont. Polls will  
be open at BTMES from 7:00a.m. - 7:00p.m.    Remember, your vote is your voice!  
 
Yours in Education, 
 
Jennifer W. Nye  Scott Griggs  Erica Pearson 
PK-4 Principal   5-8 Principal  Assistant Principal 



8th Grade Parents/Guardians: 
 

Though it may seem early to begin discussion regarding next year, here in “school time” 

the planning for your 8th grader’s high school career has already begun!  In coordination, 

with Spaulding High School, we have come up with some important dates that I ask you to 

please put on your family calendars. 

     

                                       Spaulding High School Parent Night 

             Tuesday, March 13th 

            5:30 pm 

        Spaulding High School Auditorium  

This is an informational night where leaders of SHS deliver a presentation to 8th grade stu-

dents and parents.  At this time, parents and students will receive course registration mate-

rials, as well as sign up for a date and time to complete course registration for freshman 

year. 

 

         Barre Town Course Registration 

  Monday, March 26th and Tuesday,  March 27th  

   Individual appointment times scheduled at Parent Night 

The times and dates for each student’s registration will be dependent on the appointments 

made at Parent Night.  Parents and students will schedule 20 minute meetings with their 

High School Guidance Counselor to choose courses for next year.  These meetings will be 

held in the BTMES Library. 

 

            Step-Up Night 

         Tuesday, May 29th 

         Spaulding High School Auditorium 

This is a night for students and parents to have an opportunity to go through your student’s 

projected schedule and meet their teachers who will provide a brief overview of course ex-

pectations.  This can help reduce your student’s anxiety about high school. 

 

Additionally, you should know that during this quarter, all of the 8th grade students will be 

receiving direct instruction from me regarding transitioning to high school during their 

Family and Consumer Science class.  During a 4 week period, we will focus mainly on 

Spaulding High School; answering any and all questions about high school, reviewing 

courses offered, developing a Freshman year schedule, and learn about Naviance/Family 

Connection. 

 

If you have any questions about this process, or about high school in general, please feel 

free to call me at 476-6617 ext. 6240 or email me at sgoodbte@u61.net. 

 

A Letter from the Middle School Guidance Counselor 
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Crops by Kids 
Despite the wintery (and sometimes spring) weather, many of us 

dream of our gardens and where to plant the next crop!  The Crops 

by Kids garden space is being planned out now.  I would like to know 

what you want for this garden, how you use it, or why you do not. 

There is a survey being planned to gather your input. Stay tuned. 

 

One way to enjoy these longer days is to plan your garden space and 

get your seed orders in.  As you know, we are offering regular and 

organic seeds from the FEDCO Seed Company.  Your seed orders 

support necessary purchases for our school/community garden.  

Our garden continues to be a great resource for teachers, students 

and the community and we appreciate your support. 

 

Perhaps you were thinking of planting gourds this year? Did you know that gourds are present 

in almost every culture in many parts of the world with a range of economic, symbolic, ritual 

and artistic significance?  Gourds are used as instruments, flotation devices for fishing nets, 

containers, masks, medicine, shields, hats, toys, spoons, and birdhouses. Likely one of the  

earliest gourd plant was discovered in an archaeological site in Peru dating back 15,000 years 

ago.  (information taken from the 2018 FEDCO Seed catalog). 

 

Attached you will find the  FEDCO Seed order form,  please feel free to print and mail or  

return your order with your student.  We want to support your gardening needs, and we’d like 

you to support ours.  The deadline for all orders is Friday, February 23, 2018. The orders 

must be at the school by the end of the day on Friday. This is the day before vacation begins.  

The order will go out during vacation, so be sure to get your order in by the deadline. 

 

Deb Curtis, Garden Coordinator, dcurtbte@u61.net 

Second Graders have been invited to continue on with a Barre Town School tradition to 
present Valentines and do a dance performance at a local Nursing Home.  This commu-
nity service has many benefits for not only our students but the residence of the 
homes.  Mrs. Thygesen will be sending home permission slips with more details with all  
2nd graders.  The schedule is as follows: 
 
 

*Monday, February 12, Woodridge Rehabilitation and Nursing, Mrs. LeCours’ class 
 
*Tuesday, February 13,  Mayo Healthcare:  VT Assisted Living, Nursing Home & Rehab  
  Facility, Mrs. Eldred’s class. 
  
*Wednesday, February 14,  Lincoln House, Ms. Martel’s class 
  
*Friday,  February 16, Genesis: Berlin Health and Rehabilitation Center, Mrs. Custer’s class 

Second Grade Nursing Home Visits 



Spring 2016 Field Hockey 
 

Coach Molly Ciecierski, along with players from her Middle School Team, will be working with all inter-
ested 5th and 6th grade girls (7th and 8th grade girls are welcome, too) who would like to learn how to 
play field hockey, and/or keep their skills sharp (BYSA field hockey players are encouraged to attend). 
This is an opportunity for girls in grades 5-8 to learn the game, improve their skills, work together, and 
have fun!   
 

When: From 2:30-3:25 (see dates below) 
 

Where: Middle school gymnasium, and outside (weather permitting) 
 

Who: Girls in grades 5, 6, 7 and 8 
 

Equipment needed: 
• Gym clothes (for inside and outside) 
• Field hockey stick (you can borrow from BTMES) 
• Sneakers 
• Shin guards 
• Mouth guard 
• Old sock (to cover hook of stick to protect floor) and rubber band 
• Water bottle 
• Protective eye wear (goggles, limited number to borrow from BTMES) 

 

Dates to Play on Wednesday: 

• March 7 (gym), March 14 (meet in locker room), March 21 (meet in locker room), March 28 
(meet in locker room) 
• April 4 (gym), April 11 (meet in locker room) 

*No dates are available after April vacation because of Mrs. Ciecierski’s maternity due date of April 20. 
 

Questions? See Mrs. Ciecierski room 216, x5216 (Parents can call 476-6617 x5216 or email at 
mciecbte@u61.net) 

Go Bobcats!!! 
  

Spring Field Hockey 
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Kindergarten Gym Show 
Come see what our students have been working on! 

 
Monday, Feb. 19:  Ms. Hill show, 10:00-10:40    
Tuesday, Feb. 20:  Ms. Burroughs show, 10:00-10:40                     
Wednesday, Feb. 21:  Mrs. Curavoo show, 10:00-10:40 
Thursday, Feb.  22: Mrs. Ball show, 10:00-10:40 
Friday, Feb. 23:  Mrs. Lawrence show, 10:00-10:40 
 

Please do not arrive too early on the day of the performance.  Thank you in advance for signing-in at the  
front office and waiting in the front lobby. Someone from the Kindergarten team will escort you down to the  
performance at 10.   
 

Looking forward to seeing you soon!            
Mrs. Laura Thygesen, K-2 Physical Education Teacher 



 

Midnight Mountain Program 
  
As our 8th Grade students start to prepare for their transition to Spaulding High 

School, some have  mixed emotions and natural anxieties regarding that up-

coming transition.  Additionally, research proves that a successful Freshman 

year at High School can aide greatly in a student’s ability to successfully complete their high school education, as 

well as positive future endeavors.  To this end, both the Barre Town Middle and Elementary School and the Barre 

City Elementary and Middle Schools have adopted a transition program called “Midnight Mountain”.  

  

        Midnight Mountain is a 6 day program (three days during the school year and three days in the summer) 

intended to help build healthier skills for transitioning to the 9th grade at Spaulding High School.  Additionally, 

completion of the program earns ½ SHS elective credit.  Through the use of experiential learning activities aimed at 

building self-esteem, body awareness, and personal relationships, 15 students from BTMES and 15 students from 

BCEMS will be able to take advantage of this fantastic program.  In addition to the Midnight Mountain staff,  

members of the Spaulding High School staff also take a leadership role at this program, allowing students an  

opportunity to build relationships with their future teachers. 

  

       Our 8th grade students have been introduced to this program last month and will continue to learn more 

about it this quarter.  If you or your student is interested in the program, please check with Mrs. Goodrich to see if 

there are still openings and to get an application.  This is a first-come, first served application process, so those  

interested should pick up an application, complete it, and return it as soon as possible to guarantee a spot in this 

year’s Midnight Mountain Transition Program.   

 

       Should any parent or student have questions regarding this program, please feel free to contact  

Mrs. Goodrich at sgoodbte@u61.net or 476-6617 ext 6240. 

News from the Middle School Guidance Counselor 
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Home and School Coordinator by Dianna Fecher 



Have you ever thought about the many special events we have at BTMES? 

Events such as: 

The Color-A-Thon    Enrichment Programs 

  The School Bookstore    Family Picture Day 

Field Trips     Box Tops and Labels 

           for Education  

Updating Playground Equipment  Staff Appreciation 

            Week 

 

Who organizes and maintains these outstanding programs? The P.T.O. --that’s 

who!!! All of us here at BTMES would like to express our appreciation to this amazing group of parents and 

teachers who continue to show their support and care for our school community.  We know that these indi-

viduals are busy. We realize that there are many demands on their time. But, they have made a commitment; 

they make a difference. 

 

 “Research shows that when parents are involved in their children’s education, the children are more likely 

to: 

 *earn better grades  *score higher on tests  *pass their classes 

 *attend school regularly *have better social skills *show improved behavior 

*be more positive  *complete assignments  *graduate and continue their   

                                                                                                                       education” 

(PTO Today.com/parent-involvement) 

 

If you are interested in serving on the PTO, please contact the following individuals: 

President     -      Marcia Violette  violettemr@yahoo.com 

Treasurer    -     Kelly Pembroke  kelly@vsha.org 

 

 

    The remaining PTO meeting dates for the 2017-2018 school year are as follows: 

  February 13  March 20  April 17 

  May15   June T.B.D.  

Your involvement can be as little or as much as you would like! 

The Importance of  the Parent-Teacher Organization: 
By Dianna Fecher – BTMES Home/School Coordinator 
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Hearts of Kindness:  
Who: Everyone (students, staff, visitors, parents, etc.) 

What: Spread joy and kindness in a simple, anonymous way 

Where: Throughout the hallways of BTMES, beginning at the large bulletin board, 

directly off the front lobby. We would love to see hearts start here and then travel 

down the walls toward our classrooms! 

When:  Beginning Tuesday, January 23 throughout the month of February.  

Why:  Anonymous notes might include a quote, or thanking someone for being kind 

(don't add your name to it!), spreads joy, cheer and it just feels good to write a note 

of gratitude 

Hearts of Kindness  
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PTO (Parent Teacher Organization) 

Our PTO (parents  and teachers organization) meets once a month on the third Tuesday of 

every month. We meet in the BTMES Library at 6:30pm. Everyone is welcome! You do not 

need to be a member, feel free to just drop in and check us out! 

 

PTO/Field Trip Meeting— Wednesday, February 7th at 5:00 at BTMES (same location as last 

time – upstairs in the conference room).  Hopefully this will be a deciding session and we will 

leave with a good plan in place for a big fundraiser!  

 

We are rescheduling the February PTO meeting to February 13th Tuesday at 6:30pm. 

Our March meeting will remain the third Tuesday of the month, March 20th. 

 

PTO Bookstore Dates are on one Tuesday a month from 8am-Noon in the Lobby. Parents, 

relatives and kids are all welcome to attend, books always make great gifts! These are the 

PTO Bookstore Dates for the remainder of the School Year: 

 

February 6  

March 13  

April 10  

May 8 

 

 Box Tops are an easy way that many families can help us out. Simply cut the Box Tops label 

and send them into school with your child. We collect Box Tops in bags of 50 each and they 

need to be trimmed for us to send in to get funds. Thank you for sending in your Box Tops! 

 

Save the Date: Friday, March 16th will be the next PTO Family Movie Night! Details will be 

coming out soon! 

Family Mailings 

In an effort to save paper and not duplicate the same piece of  
information going home to all siblings within a family, we will be 
changing our copy/distribution process for school-wide mail-
ings.  Moving forward when a letter is going home to all  PreK 
through Grade 8 families, only the youngest sibling in the family will 
receive the letter being sent home.  We hope to begin this in the 
coming weeks.   

Save the Date 

The 2017-2018 Barre Town School Carnival 

 is scheduled to take place on  

Friday, June 1, 2018! 
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News from the Art Department 
Mark your calendar for the 
The Barre Supervisory Union 
Art Show! 
 

This exhibit celebrates the talent of students in 
grades kindergarten through twelve. It’s a great 
opportunity for us to take student art out of 
school and bring it to the community, making it 
accessible to people who might not otherwise 
have a chance to share and enjoy the artistic 
accomplishments of our students. 
 

Congratulations to the following students whose 
work was chosen as exemplary of Art and 
Technology standards. 
 

Kindergarten: Kamryn Baker, Brody Edson, 
Rylan Isham, Mira Maas, Kelsey McNamara, 
Jacob Melendy, Cameron Merryfield, Jordan 
Semprebon,Cooper Skoda, Aidan Soffen, 
Carter Spaulding, Garrett Trepanier, Parker 
White 
 

1st grade: Anastasia Begagayeva, Sofia  
Bresett, Brooke Hutchins, Ava Kennedy, Caleb 
Longo, Shaelyn McGowan, Delia  
Russell, Bentley Young 
 

2nd grade: Nova Eberly, Collin Foster 
 

3rd grade: William Allen, Jaysen Graves, 
Ileana Harrness, Grace Lindhiem, Rowan 
Moran 
 

4th grade: Hannah Dean, Kylie Feccia, Alyssa 
Fleury, Wyatt Geno, Julia Locarno, Owen Pi-
nardi, Lilah Thurston 
 

5th grade: Chelsea Bell, Adam Coburn, Gavin 
DeAlmeida, Amelia Dexter, Teanna Grammer-
Bishop, Desirae Hersey, Alex  
Hutchinson, Sawyer John, Nick Kidder, Grace 
Kingzett, AJ Romeo 

 

7th grade: Tyler Boutin, Lilli Bizzozero, Zack 
Wilson, Trevor Arsenault, Ben Hiscock III,  
Ellison Fortin 
 

8th grade: Haley MacAuley, Olivia Kuban, 
Julia Dunn, John Malnati, Brady Lamberti, 
Isaac Lobb 
 

 

The show runs from February 20th through 
March 29th at the Aldrich Public Library’s 
“Milne Room.” We invite the entire school  
community to join us for the opening reception 
at the Aldrich Library on Tuesday, February 
20th, from 5:30-6:30 p.m. A snow date is 
scheduled for Thursday, February 22nd. 
 

We look forward to seeing you there! 
 

Anne Leeds, K-5 Art 
Michael Pope, 6-8 Design Lab 



AUTHOR 

Kathy Kinsner 

Senior Manager, Parenting Resources 

https://www.zerotothree.org/resources/1630-new-screen-time-recommendations-for-children-under-six 

Screens Are Everywhere 

Everywhere you look, there’s a screen with bright pictures and interesting noises—phones and computers, tablets and TVs. You may wonder 

if all this technology is good for babies and toddlers. Is it educational, distracting, or some combination of the two? 

It turns out that’s a great question to ask. 

 

 

 

Recommended Screen Time 

The American Academy of Pediatricsoffsite link has recommendations for children’s use of “screen media.” Here’s what the Academy says 

is best for each age: 

• Birth through 18 months Avoid all screen media—phones, tablets, TVs and computers. (It’s OK to video chat with grandparents and 

far-away friends.) 

• 18 months to 2 years It is OK to introduce young children to high-quality children’s media if you watch it with them and help them 

understand what they’re seeing. 

•  2 to 5 years  Limit screen use to one hour a day of high-quality programs designed for children. Watch with your children; explain what 

they’re seeing and how it applies to the world around them. 

 

Tips on Using Media to Support Early learning 

Your child learns most from her experiences in the real world. She learns by exploring, using her whole body and all her senses. A bird 

hopping along the sidewalk, a crackly leaf or a juicy red apple are easier for her to understand and remember than the objects she sees on a 

screen. Help your child connect what she sees on-screen with what she sees in the real world. Point out and name objects in real life that 

she’s seen on the TV, phone or tablet. 

Your child learns most from his interactions with you. The conversations you have with your child are far more educational than mobile 

apps—even those designed for learning. Your child points to something that interests him, and you talk about it. “Yes, that’s a duck. What 

does the duck say?” You describe the new thing in relation to something that interested him the day before or the day before that. 

“Remember when you went to the park with Grandma? Did you feed the ducks?” Learning is connected to the feeling of being loved and 

supported as you discover the world together. Watch TV or use media with your child. Ask questions and talk about what you’re watching. 

Your young child gets distracted by television, even when it’s on in the background. TVs offer loud voices, flashing lights and noise! 

Young children already have to sort out and make sense of so much information. Focusing is easier without the TV. Try to limit TV in the 

background when young children are playing and make sure to turn off the TV when no one is watching. 

Your use of media shows your child what’s important and valuable. Everybody’s got friends who are attached to their phones—texting, 

updating social media and watching videos. It’s easy to feel left out or unimportant when the person across from you is looking down at a 

screen. This is not the message we intend to give our children, but it happens. The take-away? Shut off or silence your phone when you can. 

Use that time to connect with your child and experience the world together. 
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SCREEN TIME FOR CHILDREN 



This month the student council kids brainstormed a list of what lead-
ers are, say, act/do, and think. They came up with some great re-
sponses! 
 
 

Upcoming Events: 
 
Tuesday, February 13th 5-8 Student Council meets at 2:30pm. 
 
Friday, February 16th is the semi-formal 7th & 8th grade dance from 6:30-8:30pm.  
$4 admission and music by RPM Entertainment! Please remember to keep the school dress 
code in mind! 
 

********** Save the Dates *********** 
 
Talent Show Auditions will be held March 13, 14, and 15th from 2:30-4:30 each afternoon. Stay 
tuned for sign up details, and we will announce a few fun modifications to this year's show! 
 
Friday, March 23trd is the Barre Town's Got Talent production. 6:30 pm at BTMES! 
 
No regular Student Council meeting in March since we will be so busy planning and producing 
the talent show. 
 
Thank you for your support! Rebecca Kerin-Hutchins, Student Council Adviser 
rkeribte@u61.net 

Student Council News 
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Other Events and Happenings 



Winter Vacation 

F
e
b
r
u
a
r
y
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M
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

   1 2 

 

5 6  Voting—Polls 

open at BTMES 7am

-7pm 

 

7  School Board 

Meeting—6 p.m. 

Library 

 

 

8 

 

9  

12 

 

13  PTO Bookstore 

 

14  

 

15 16 

 

19 

 

20  PTO Mtg. 6:30 in 

Library  
21 

 

22 23  BTMES Talent 

Show 6:30pm 

 

26 27 28 29 30 

Winter Vacation 

Winooski Valley Music Festival 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

   

 

 

  1 2 

5 6 

 

7 Field Trip Mtg 

5:00pm Barre Town 

Conference Room 
 

School Board 

Meeting—5:30 p.m. 

Library 

8 

 

9  Staff 

Development Day—

No school for 

students 

 

12 

 

13 PTO Bookstore  
 

PTO Mtg. 6:30 in 

Library  

14 

 

15 16 Semi-Formal 

Dance Gr. 7 & 8 

6:30-8:30pm 

 

19 

 

20 BSU Art Show 

Opening 5:30pm 

Aldrich Library 

21 School Board 

Meeting—6 p.m. 

Library 

 

 

22 23 

 

26 27 28     

Winter Vacation 







 

 




