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e Based on BCEMS kindergarten enrollment;
e« Average enroliment is 97
¢ Range is 88 to 114 per year
e Average between any 2 years in the 6 year span; 100

Assuming birth rate and residency remains constant, we can expect:
+ 200 children who are eligible for PreK (birthday before Sept. 18!) and

+ 15 children who turn three-years-old during the school year and are eligible
upon their birthday to access Early Childhood Special Education

Total number of children eligible for universal PreK: + 215 children
Total number of children expected to seek high-quality PreK: 80% =175

Sources: Kindergarten enrollment, 2011-2015; VT AOE expected prek participation (based on other states
with universal prekindergarten)

e Number of children enrolled in BCEMS PreK 88
e Number of BC children enrolled in partner programs: 21
e Number of PreK partners: 3

¢  Montessori School of Central VT (2)
«  Family Center of Washington County (2)
e  Learning Together Center — Head Start (17)

¢ Number of children on the BCEMS PreK wait list: 40




To add 30 PreK students:

e Space not easily identifiable
o Costs:
« Teacher (wages, taxes, benefits) $55,000
+ 2 Para educators (wages, taxes, benefits) $40,000
« Supplies, Equipment & Materials $2,200
» Possible increase in special education costs monitor
Total expected cost : $97,200 ($3,240/child)

*NOTE: $1,500 equipment is one tfime expense to get room ready for young children. After initial year's expense, per child
cost decreases fo 3,190,

Per Transportation Coordinator: there is enough space on current
buses to absorb an additional 30 children.

o

Effective July 1, 2016, Act 166 will entitle all 3, 4 and 5 year old
children (who are not entering kindergarten) to free
prekindergarten for 10 hours per week, for 35 weeks per year.

2016-2017  $3,000 per child (rules are not finalized)

The AOE will reassess actual cost and adjust as necessary




For children enrolled in BCEMS Prekindergarten program:
o Effect on tax rate is approximately $5,500 per child
o Additional classroom with 30 students x $5,500 = $165,000

For children enrolled in prequalified prek programs (and counted
in BCEMS census):

o Effect on tax rate = $5,500 - 3,000 = 2,500/child

*Schools are not required to expand their prekindergarten program.*

Application to AOE and AHS requires:

- Expanded license capacity

» Explanation of effect on school budget and property tax rate
« Community meeting & solicitation of public comment

» Distribution and analysis of public family survey

- Survey and description of effect on community early childhood
programs

\L




Act 166 allows school boards to propose a prekindergarten region with boundaries
no smaller than the school district. The State of VT recommends that a PreK region
be no smaller than a school district’s Supervisory Union.
Application process requires:

e Clearly defined proposed geographic region

e Rationale for the region

 Date(s) and summary(ies) of public school board discussion re; region, including a
copy of the notice warning the public about the discussion

o Study of PreK capacity within and surrounding the region
o Traffic patterns of families in the region

o Public Meetings and Comments

« Support to existing PreK partner programs

Submission due on the first day of any month, NO LATER THAN NOVEMBER 15.
» Secretaries of AOE and AHS will approve or deny application within 45 days.

According to the AOE, 5 SDs have applied and only one has been approved.

¢ Early Childhood Special Education is provided at BCEMS and
currently at partner centers (in Barre).

e |f families of children with special needs seek |EP services, they
will need to either:
¢ Enroll their child in BCEMS Prekindergarten

e Bring their child to the school to receive services in a small work
area

e Attend BSU Early Education playgroup, staffed by Early Childhood
Special Educators and Speech Language interventionists




\_

¢ Where do families live? BC= 49% BT = 39%
¢ Where do families work? Barre= 31% Montpelier = 22%
¢ What do families want in a prek schedule?

e Full week (Mon-Fri) = 53% '

 Part-week (ie: 3 days per week) = 37%

e Part-day (ie: morning/afternoon) = 25%

o Full-day =29% '

 What criteria are most important to families?
o Quality of the program 80% |
o Location near home 65%
s Ability to match family schedule 63%
e Ability to meet my child's needs 55%
s Ability for my child to attend in the school he/she will attend kindergarten 51%
o Cost47%
¢ Philosophy 45%
e Location near work 22%
s Ability to access special services for my child 18%
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