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§ added ceiling projectors in Hard Times
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thought was most important.” Dr. Sandra Doebert [Superintendent], Joe Murphy policy
[Business Manager]| and Jim Poss [Director of Information Technology] were
instrumental in securing the new upgrades.”

Everything but the addition of a solar panel that now sits outside the third floor
east corridor was purchased with the final money from the major construction
project that took place two years ago, where the east side of the school was
extended and a Performing Arts Center added.
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“You plan for what money you know you have,” said Doebert. “These were the final elements of the
construction project since it finished under budget.”

Every classroom at LHS is now equipped with a “light box” that enables teachers to project images from
their computer onto a white screen. Trengrove described the instructional advantage to the new technology as
“remarkable.” “It makes it easier to take notes now and you don’t have to keep track of as many handouts,” said
junior, Arthur Laciak.

The extension of the Julia Street parking lot allows for more student parking. In the past, students would park
in front of houses by the school even though it was prohibited, but now the administration hopes parking will
not be as much of an issue. Doebert compared this improvement to the installation of the PAC because “it was
clearly something people wanted.”

During the construction process two years ago, cameras were in place around the school but the viewing
quality of those was poor. “You could see a person walking, but you couldn’t make out a face,” said Dave Clark
[Assistant Principal and Director of Staff and Student Services]. “The new cameras are a higher definition and
are definitely a notch up from the other ones.”

Contrary to the belief of some students, the cameras were not put in place to stop them from ditching class.
They were put in place to address the ongoing concern for student safety and the issue of “unwanted intruders.”

Even though the solar panel now in LHS’ possession carries a $11,700 price tag, it cost the school nothing.
Science Teacher Karen Aleman wrote a grant that paid for this upgrade that has students asking, “What’s that?”
Although it does not provide all the electricity LHS uses on a daily basis, the solar panel will make the school’s
electric bill lower.

A final upgrade, one most students have not noticed, is a new walkway in the east parking leading to the
football stadium. This allows the ticket booth to be closer to electricity and makes it easier for people to walk up
the hill. “The old [walkway] was just too steep,” said Trengrove.

With the final money from the construction project spent, LHS knows that the present state of the national
economy will lead to a long road ahead. “Obviously the economy does impact on the horizon,” said Doebert.
“There’s no question about that.”

LHS has already started green initiatives to try and save the school money, such as the reduction of paper use
and “turn off the lights” stickers on every light switch. A “Green Committee” has also been established to help
with these matters.

Regarding future upgrades, Doebert said, “Regardless of the economic state, Lemont High School will
continue to do whatever it entails to ensure a higher education for all students.”



LHS TOM-TOM going GI’CCH




