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SBAI Elementary Emails

SAVE THE DATES

Winter Holidays
Classes Resume
SBAI PATHWAYS – ALL STUDENTS
SBISD South Transition Campus
SBAI Spelling Bee
Report Cards go home
Student/Staff Holiday

12/24/18-1/07/19
01/08/19
01/08 & 01/09/19
01/10/19
01/11/19
01/21/19

A Note from the Director

If you google the word “tradition,” you will get this definition: the
transmission of customs from generation to generation, or the fact of
being passed on this way.

lynne.barry@springbranchisd.com
james.lefeber@springbranchisd.com
lynnda.butorka@springbranchisd.com
sally.craddock@springbranchisd.com
kristi.dina@springbranchisd.com
rebecca.king@springbranchisd.com
stella.kim@springbranchisd.com
ashlee.wilson@springbranchisd.com
kayman.mciver@springbranchisd.com
julie.sirianni@springbranchisd.com

Director
Asst. Dir
Admin.
Teacher
Teacher
Teacher
Teacher
Teacher
Teacher
Teacher

Upcoming Events

PLEASE NOTE – SBAI Elementary follows the Valley
Oaks Elementary campus calendar for early
dismissals.

5th Grade Colonial Days

12/20/18

SBAI Holiday Party
12/21/18
10:30 am – SEE ATTACHED PERMISSION SLIP - MUST
BE RETURNED BY THURSDAY, DECEMBER 20TH!
Talent Show/Sing Along
Grades 3-5 8:00 am
Grades K-2 9:00 am
Early Dismissal 11:30 am

You all know that I am an Aggie, as are my husband and children. At
A&M, we hold our traditions dear. Whether standing during the
football games, not walking on the grass outside the Memorial
Student Center, or saying HOWDY, we value these traditions so much
that we even have Fish Camp for incoming freshman to educate
them in our “Aggie ways.” But even A&M adds to, changes, or deletes some traditions. The students now sing
“If You’re Gonna Play in Texas, You Gotta have a Fiddle in the Band” after the first quarter at football games,
Ring Day has changed to a huge, all-day event, and bonfire no longer burns (officially). Though many of our
traditions continue to be carried on as they always have been, there are also changes.
This corresponds to the traditions my family honors during the holiday season. We always have a live tree (my
sister owns a Christmas tree farm, so this is a given!), we open our gifts on Christmas Eve, and Santa always
brings something for our family to enjoy together (i.e., a game, sports equipment, or theatre tickets). But we’ve
added “Friendsmas” with our closest friends, we’ve changed family dinner on December 24th to a special
restaurant rather than eating at home, and we no longer drive around and look at lights during the break. Our
time-honored traditions remind us of past holidays, honor family and friends who are no longer with us, and
teach a bit of history. Our “new” traditions remind us that times, situations, and people change while providing
additional opportunities that bring us closer together.
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Change is hard – it’s much easier to add another tradition than to stop an old! Being incredibly sentimental, I
have a very difficult time letting go of things – be they a physical item or something “we’ve always done.” I’ve
come to realize, however, that sometimes holding onto to something no longer adds value to our
celebration. It isn’t meaningful or perhaps adds additional stress. Sometimes there are other things that make
the holidays brighter, more special, more impactful. I’ve also come to realize that I need to be flexible and let
go of some of the rigidity surrounding said traditions.
As I’m writing this, I’m thinking about my first semester at SBAI. We are continuing a tradition of excellence,
along with many activities, events, and expectations, while we are adding, modifying, and deleting
others. Some are hard to let to go, others are hard to embrace. But like my college alma mater or my family,
a balance of continuing traditions that transmit our culture and of change that help us grow is necessary for
continued improvement. Michael Kadoorie summarizes this nicely when he says, “Tradition means taking
account of a wonderful history but remembering that everybody today looks to the future.”
Thank you for sharing your children with me and for all the support you have given me this semester. I know I
have said it before, but I am truly blessed to be a part of the SBAI family. I wish you all the very best this holiday
season. Enjoy the break, share old traditions and begin new, and I will see you in 2019!
Lynne Barry
Director
Spring Branch Academic Institute (SBAI)
713-251-2277

SBAI STUDENTS SHINE!

Congratulations to Kyle Amor, Lyra Bohan, and Richard Bohan for their success in the PTA’s Reflections
Contest! They will represent VOE and SBAI at the next level of judging!!!
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5th Grade Colonial Day: This Thursday

A permission slip is being sent home today with 5th graders to confirm that that they are allowed to eat the
snacks being provided during the big event. To have the best possible experience, please help your child find
a costume for Colonial Day. You can find suggestions (even for students who aren’t enthusiastic about dressing
up) on the back of the permission form. Please note that SBAI 5th graders will be eating with VOE 5th graders
that day from 12:30 – 1:00. Recess will follow lunch.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 21ST
Talent Show/Holiday Sing-a-long
Grades 3-5 8:00 am
Grades K-2 9:00 am

SBAI Holiday Celebration

After the talent show/holiday sing-a-long, a fun morning of activities is planned for your student by the SBAI
teachers and staff. Our SBAI holiday party is planned for 10:30 am with refreshments provided by our SBAI
families. If you have NOT turned in your student’s permission slip for the party (attached at the end of this
newsletter) please be sure to do. Remember this is an early dismissal day – 11:30 am. Additionally, the
cafeteria will NOT be providing lunches. If your student cannot participate in the refreshments being provided
please provide a snack for your child.
PLEASE BE SURE TO TURN IN YOUR HOLIDAY PARTY PERMISSION FORMS BY THIS THURSDAY!
BE SURE TO COMPLETE THE SBAI PATHWAYS PERMISSION SLIPS AND FOOD/TRANSPORTATION
FORMS BY TOMORROW 12/18!
All forms are attached at the end of this newsletter.
We will resume the weekly newsletter the week of January 14, 2019.

WE WISH EACH OF YOU A WONDERFUL HOLIDAY SEASON AND
WE WILL SEE YOU ON JANUARY 8th, 2019!
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December 3, 2018
Dear SBAI Elementary Parents –
The elementary SBAI classes will hold a Holiday Party on Friday, December 21st. The day begins with the VOE
Holiday Student Talent Show and Sing-A-Long – 3rd-5th grade at 8:00 am and K-2nd at 9:00 am. The remainder
of the morning will be filled with fun activities put together by the SBAI teachers and staff. SBAI will celebrate
our Holiday party from 10:30-11:30 am. The SBAI room parents have arranged for Chick-fil-a nugget trays, donut
holes, and water. Please feel free to join us at 10:30 am for the Holiday Party.
This is an early dismissal day. The cafeteria will not be providing lunches on this day.
It is sure to be a very fun-filled morning! However, your permission is needed for your child to have the snacks
served during the party. Please review the list of items to be served and sign the permission slip below indicating
what your child is/isn’t allowed to have.
Chick-fil-A nuggets
Donut holes (Shipley donuts)
Bottled water
Thank you,
SBAI Room Parents and Staff
Please sign and return this portion
My child, __________________________, is
___ allowed to have all items served at the holiday party.
___ only allowed to have _______________________________________________ at the holiday party.
___ not allowed to have any of the food served at the holiday party.
If your child has restrictions and you would like to arrange to have other things there for your child to have,
please indicate that here… _______________________________________________________
__________________________________
Parent Name

______________________________________
Printed Parent Name
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