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SBAI Elementary Emails

SAVE THE DATES
Winter Holidays
Classes Resume
SBAI Spelling Bee
Report Cards go home
Student/Staff Holiday

12/24/18-1/07/19
01/08/19
01/10/19
01/11/19
01/21/19

A Note from the Director
Have you noticed that December is the month of count downs? We
count down the days until winter break, the days of Hanukah, the
days until Christmas and Santa. We count down the semester exams
that are remaining, the gifts left to purchase or food left to prepare,
the clock at midnight on the 31st. The year is winding down.
I love this Seneca quote: Every new beginning comes from some
other beginning’s end. I’ve decided that, this year, I am going to
count up. I plan to count up the number of days I’ve been at SBAI,
the opportunities I’ve had to interact with students and parents, the
things that have made me laugh out loud. I’m going to count up the
accomplishments we’ve had, the times that I have been proud of
our Dragons, the people and situations that have brought me
joy. The new year is revving up!

lynne.barry@springbranchisd.com
james.lefeber@springbranchisd.com
lynnda.butorka@springbranchisd.com
sally.craddock@springbranchisd.com
kristi.dina@springbranchisd.com
rebecca.king@springbranchisd.com
stella.kim@springbranchisd.com
ashlee.wilson@springbranchisd.com
kayman.mciver@springbranchisd.com
julie.sirianni@springbranchisd.com

Director
Asst. Dir
Admin.
Teacher
Teacher
Teacher
Teacher
Teacher
Teacher
Teacher

Upcoming Events
PLEASE NOTE – SBAI Elementary follows the Valley
Oaks Elementary campus calendar for early
dismissals.

SBAI Parent Night – Naviance
VOE Library 5:30-6:30 pm

12/12/18

Lego Competition-Travis Elem.

12/15/18

5th Grade Colonial Days

12/20/18

SBAI Holiday Party
12/21/18
10:30 am – SEE ATTACHED PERMISSION SLIP
Talent Show/Sing Along
Grades 3-5 8:00 am
Grades K-2 9:00 am
Early Dismissal 11:30 am

I hope you find time to count up all of the wonderful things in your
lives during this season of counting down. My list starts with 111 students and their parents and 15 amazing staff
members! Thank you for allowing me to serve this wonderful community!
Lynne Barry
Director
Spring Branch Academic Institute (SBAI)

Please Note
Please be sure to turn in your student’s permission form for the Holiday Party! If you missed it in last week’s
newsletter it is attached at the end of this newsletter.
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CURRICULUM UPDATE

Please Note Subjects rotate weekly
Language Arts:
Dina:
2nd & 3rd Grades:
November was spent exploring the concept of change in poetry and art. Students read and discussed “poem for Rodney”
by Nikki Giovanni, “Perfection” by Felice Holman, and “Poem” by Langston Hughes. Linguistic competency was improved
by writing diamante poems (in the shape of a diamond) using nouns, adjectives and verbs to show change. M.C. Escher’s
art, Day and Night, was studied to show how the use of symmetry and tessellations create images of change.
Most recently, the students have used wordless picture books by David Wiesner to develop their skills in writing. They put this
to practice in an oral presentation last week as other SBAI students rotated through our classroom to hear from each
student as they talked about the purpose, main idea, sequence of events and ending of a wordless book.
We will spend our last two weeks of the semester reviewing grammar and competing end of semester assessments. I wish
each of you a blessed holiday season filled with loads of love and laughter with friends and family.

6th – 7th Grades:
Students chose either Code Talker by Joseph Bruchac or Rising Voices: Writings of Young Native Americans by
Arlene Hirschfelder and Beverly R. Singer as their Native American class novel. (We have already completed a
class novel for Asian American, African American and Hispanic American.) This novel was assigned last
week. Students are to read it at home and prepare a project sharing what they learned in the novel using one
(or more) of the multiple intelligences. Students learned about the multiple intelligences, took a fun quiz and
received a packet of ideas in class last week. Presentations of these projects are due this Friday, December
14.
Meanwhile, in class, the students explored music as a means of persuasion with the study of “The Pied Piper of
Hamelin” by Robert Browning. They are now learning about debate as a persuasive skill and will give debate
presentation in class on Tuesday of this week.
We will spend our last two weeks of the semester reviewing grammar and competing end of semester
assessments. I wish each of you a blessed holiday season filled with loads of love and laughter with friends and
family.
1st & 2nd Grades:
I was so impressed with how well your children understood and wrote their own haikus last month! They learned
how this Japanese poetry form uses figurative language in context. Then they used the poem “Autumn” by
Kristine O’Connell George to learn about personification. Again, they wow-ed me with their own sentence
writing using personification. Next, the students enjoyed two books using the concept of symbols. One was
Follow the Drinking Gourd by Jeanette Winter and the other Sweet Clara and the Freedom Quilt by Deborah
Hopkinson. We discussed both books and they completed literature webs telling about key words, feelings,
images and ideas. Currently, students are recognizing connections between illustrations and words and
change over time with wordless picture books by David Wiesner.
We will spend our last two weeks of the semester reviewing grammar and competing end of semester
assessments. I wish each of you a blessed holiday season filled with loads of love and laughter with friends and
family.

Wilson:
3rd Grade:
We just finished our unit on Fables, Myths, and Legends! It was a lot of fun to look at the various versions of each
genre! Before we began our research unit, students took a pause, and did an assignment on Onomatopoeia
using animal sounds. Ask your child which one was their favorite!
Next week we will be going over the difference of fact and opinion, and the connotations that give us clues.
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4th Grade:
This week we wrapped up our Fractured Fairy Tales and Folktales unit by discussing universal theme. Students
compared two culturally different forms of Cinderella, Yeh-Shen and Sootface. We then responded to these
stories through a writing prompt about universal theme. On Friday, students completed their own version of
Cinderella OR a fractured fairy tale. Ask your child which one they chose, and what they decided to write
about!
6th & 7th Grades:
This week we have been diving deeper into our research unit through the use of new district resources,
discussing ways to analyze a topic for depth, and completing our research planners. Next week we will start our
brainstorming strategies and writing the first draft of their essays. We have discussed the importance of
connotation in both fiction and non-fiction text. As practice, students are jotting down words from their
independent novel that represents positive or negative connotation and what mood it creates. Next we will
look at the use of euphemisms. Ask your child about the book they are reading and what annotations they
have recorded up to this point.

SOCIAL STUDIES:
Craddock:
2nd Grade
The second graders have been studying economics. To make the concepts more meaningful, they are
creating a Winter Market. They are earning snow dollars by performing helpful services in the classroom
(straightening books on bookshelves, picking trash up off of the floor, etc.) and are using the money to
purchase items for manufacturing goods.
3rd Grade
The 3rd graders are researching important attractions in the Houston area. They will be presenting their findings
with SBAI students in other grade levels.
4th Grade
The fourth graders will now be able to remember the Alamo and Goliad, because they have been learning
about the battles of the Texas Revolution.
5th Grade
The 5th graders learned about the French and Indian War and saw how it helped fuel the colonists’
dissatisfaction with King George III. They are currently creating graphic novels about the causes of the
American Revolution to demonstrate their understanding of the Stamp Act, the Quartering Act, the Tea Act,
the Boston Tea Party, the Boston Massacre, and the Intolerable Acts.

Dina:
5th Period Social Studies
Students spent November learning about the four cardinal directions, locating Houston, Texas, the USA, and
North America on maps and the globe. They created their own maps of their bedrooms and our
classrooms. We are now learning about the importance of various beliefs, customs, language, and traditions of
families and communities. This is a fun way to end the semester as we approach, and are in the midst of, so
many celebrations with various holidays at the end of the year.

DEVELOP YOUR ABILITY • CONTRIBUTE TO SOCIETY

Page 3 of 7

December 3, 2018
Dear SBAI Elementary Parents –
The elementary SBAI classes will hold a Holiday Party on Friday, December 21st. The day begins with the VOE
Holiday Student Talent Show and Sing-A-Long – 3rd-5th grade at 8:00 am and K-2nd at 9:00 am. The remainder
of the morning will be filled with fun activities put together by the SBAI teachers and staff. SBAI will celebrate
our Holiday party from 10:30-11:30 am. The SBAI room parents have arranged for Chick-fil-a nugget trays, donut
holes, and water. Please feel free to join us at 10:30 am for the Holiday Party.
This is an early dismissal day. The cafeteria will not be providing lunches on this day.
It is sure to be a very fun-filled morning! However, your permission is needed for your child to have the snacks
served during the party. Please review the list of items to be served and sign the permission slip below indicating
what your child is/isn’t allowed to have.
Chick-fil-A nuggets
Donut holes (Shipley donuts)
Bottled water
Thank you,
SBAI Room Parents and Staff
Please sign and return this portion
My child, __________________________, is
___ allowed to have all items served at the holiday party.
___ only allowed to have _______________________________________________ at the holiday party.
___ not allowed to have any of the food served at the holiday party.
If your child has restrictions and you would like to arrange to have other things there for your child to have,
please indicate that here… _______________________________________________________
__________________________________
Parent Name

______________________________________
Printed Parent Name
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