
 

World History Scope & Sequence 

Grading 
Period 

Unit Title or 
Big Idea 

Focus TEKS  
(R) Readiness 
(S) Supporting 

(P) Process 

Learning 
Targets 

Assessment 
Evidence 

Throughout 
the School 

Year 

 
24A identify significant examples of art and architecture that demonstrate an artistic ideal or visual principle from 
selected cultures; S  
24B analyze examples of how art, architecture, literature, music, and drama reflect the history of the cultures in 
which they are produced. S 
Culture 24A changing roles of women, children, and families during major eras of world history S  
Citizenship 21A describe how people have participated in supporting or changing their governments; S 

21B describe the rights and responsibilities of citizens and noncitizens in civic participation throughout 
history; R 

28D explain the role of telecommunication technology, computer technology, transportation technology, and medical 
advancements in developing the modern global economy and society S 
Geography 
15A create and interpret thematic maps, graphs, and charts 
29C explain the differences between primary and secondary sources  
29F analyze information by sequencing, categorizing, identifying cause-and-effect relationships, comparing, 
contrasting, finding the main idea, summarizing, making generalizations and predictions, drawing inferences and 
conclusions, and developing connections between historical events over time 

 

First Grading 
Period 

 
08/21 - 10/20 

Unit 1:  
Prehistory & 
River Valley 
Civilizations  

1A cause and effect of Neolithic 
Revolution & river valley civs S 
2A impact of the development of 
farming river valley civilizations S 
2B identify the characteristics of 
civilization S 
2C 
explain how river valley civilizations 
influenced classical civilizations S 
16B geographical development of 
river valley civilizations, R 
17A changes of Neolithic Revolution 
R 
17B 
role of economics in political changes 
related to Neolithic Revolution S 
20B identify the impact of political 
and legal ideas of Hammurabi’s Code, 
the Jewish Ten Commandments, S 

 
What was the impact of the neolithic revolution? 
 
What is a civilization is and why did they develop 
in river valleys? 
 
In what ways do civilizations influence each other? 
 
How does the geography affect the development of 
civilizations? 
 
 

Chapter 1 & 2 Multiple Choice Test 
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27A mathematics, science, and 
technology that occurred in river 
valley civilizations, S 

Unit 2: 
Classical Near 
East & Greece  

1B identify major causes and describe 
effects of Persia & Greece, S 
3A describe the major political, 
religious/philosophical, and cultural 
influences of Persia and Greece, R 
19A characteristics of monarchies 
and theocracies in early 
civilizations; S 
27A identify the origin and diffusion 
of major ideas (mathematics, 
science, and technology), S 
19B characteristics of democracy, R 
20A development of 
democratic-republican government 
from its beginnings in the 
Judeo-Christian legal tradition and 
classical Greece, R 
25B fundamental ideas and 
institutions of Western civilizations 
that originated in Greece, S 
27E contributions of scientists: 
Archimedes, Eratostenes, and 
Pythagoras, S 

How were empires of the ancient Near East 
governed? 
 
How do empires rise, how are they maintained, and 
what causes them to fall? 
 
How can geography influence political 
organization? 
 
How did the geography of Greece contribute to its 
development? 
 
How were the city-states of ancient Greece 
organized? 
 
What different systems of government did Sparta 
and Athens have? 
 
How did Athens’s growing power lead to conflict 
with Sparta? 
 
How can cultural and political differences lead to 
conflict and change? 
 
How did the Macedonians and Greeks conquer the 
Persian Empire? 

Chapter 3 & 4 Multiple Choice Test 

Unit 3: 
Classical China 
& India  
 

1B identify major causes and effects 
of India (Maurya and Gupta), China 
(Zhou, Qin, and Han), and the 
development of major world 
religions; S 
2C explain how river valley 
civilizations influenced classical 
civilizations S 
3A political, religious/philosophical, 
and cultural influences of India, 
China R 
19A monarchies and theocracies as 
forms of government in early 
civilizations S 
23 A origins, ideas, and spread of 
major religious and philosophies, 
including Buddhism, Confucianism, 
Hinduism, R 

How was early Indian culture influenced by 
religion and social structure? 
 
What are the origins, beliefs, and practices of 
Hinduism? 
 
What are the origins of Buddhism, and what beliefs 
serve as the basis for Buddhist practices? 
 
What led to the rise and fall of the Mauryan, 
Kushān, and Gupta Empires? 
 
What were the basic tenets of Confucianism? 
 
What was the system of ideas on which Daoism 
was based? 
 
What were the beliefs behind the philosophy of 
Legalism? 

Chapter 5 & 6 Multiple Choice Test 
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23B religious influence on various 
events referenced in the major eras. 
S 
25A  ideas and institutions of 
Eastern civilizations that originated 
in China and India; S 
27A mathematics, science, and 
technology in classical India S 

 
What were the policies of the Qin dynasty and why 
did the dynasty fall? 
 
How did the Han dynasty refine the political 
structures of the Qin dynasty? What factors 
contributed to the fall of the Han dynasty? 

Unit 4: 
Classical Rome 
& Byzantine 
(contd. Into 2nd 
grading period) 
 

1B causes and effects of the 
development of the classical 
civilization of Rome S 
1C causes and effects of turning 
points: the spread of Christianity and 
the decline of Rome S 
3A political, religious/philosophical, 
and cultural influences of Rome, 
including Christianity; R 
3B impact of the fall of Rome on W. 
Europe S 
3C factors that led to the collapse of 
Rome S 
4A Christianity as a unifying social 
and political factor in medieval 
Europe and the Byzantine Empire R  
4B characteristics of Roman 
Catholicism and Eastern Orthodoxy 
S 
19B characteristics of republic R 
20A democratic-republican 
government from its beginnings in 
the Judeo-Christian legal tradition 
and classical Rome R 
22B right to a “trial by a jury of 
your peers”, “innocent until proven 
guilty” and “equality before the 
law” that originated from the 
Judeo-Christian legal tradition and 
in Rome; S 
23B religious influence on various 
events referenced in the major eras 
S 
27A mathematics, science, and 
technology that occurred in river 
valley civilizations, classical Rome S 

How do different types of political organizations 
emerge? 
 
What was the significance of Rome’s central 
location and geographic features? 
 
What were the political and military structures of 
Rome during the Republic? 
 
What factors led to the beginning of the Roman 
Empire? 
 
What elements defined the early Roman Empire? 
 
How can new ideas lead to social and political 
change? 
 
What factors led to the decline of the Roman 
Empire?  
 
How did the Eastern Roman Empire evolve into the 
Byzantine Empire? 
 
What role did the Christian Church play in the 
Byzantine Empire? What threats did the Byzantine 
Empire face in the eleventh century? 

Chapter 7 & 8 Multiple Choice Test 

Second 
Grading 
Period 

Unit 5: Islam & 
Africa 

Islam 
1C-identify causes and effects of the 
development of Islamic caliphates and 

Islam 
How can religion influence the development of an 
empire? 
 

Chapter 9 & 13 Multiple Choice Test 

Updated 2017 



 
10/23 - 12/22 

their impact on Asia, S 
4D-explain the political, economic, 
and social impact of Islam on Europe 
R 
4E-describe the interactions among 
Muslim, Christian, and Jewish 
societies in Europe, Asia, and North 
Africa S 
4F-describe the interactions between 
Muslim and Hindu societies in South 
Asia; S 
23 A-describe the historical origins, 
central ideas, and spread of major 
religious and philosophical traditions, 
development of monotheism; R 
23B-identify examples of religious 
influence on various events referenced 
in the major eras of world history. S  
24A-identify significant examples of 
art and architecture that demonstrate 
an artistic ideal or visual principle 
from selected cultures; S 
24B-analyze examples of how art, 
architecture, literature, music, and 
drama reflect the history of the 
cultures in which they are produced.S 
25D-explain how Islam influences law 
and government in the Muslim world. 
S 
27A-identify the origin and diffusion 
of major ideas in mathematics, 
science, and technology that occurred 
….. the Islamic caliphates between 
700 and 1200 . S 
 
Africa 
4I-explain the development of the 
slave trade; S 
4J-analyze how the Silk Road and the 
African gold-salt trade facilitated the 
spread of ideas and trade R 
24A-identify significant examples of 
art and architecture that demonstrate 
an artistic ideal or visual principle 
from selected cultures; S 
24B-analyze examples of how art, 
architecture, literature, music, and 

How might religious beliefs affect society, culture, 
and politics? 
 
What beliefs and ways of life shape the religious 
traditions of Islam? 
 
Why was there tension over who should rule the 
empire after the death of Muhammad? 
 
How were the principles of Islam reflected in the 
social structure of the Arab Empire? 
 
Africa 
How does geography affect society, culture, and 
trade? 
 
How did values and customs help shape societies in 
Africa? 
 
How did Indian Ocean trade affect societies in East 
Africa? 
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drama reflect the history of the 
cultures in which they are produced.S 
 

Unit 6: Middle 
Ages  

1C 
 causes and effects (600 to 1450) the 
decline of Rome and the formation of 
medieval Europe; S  
4A Christianity as a unifying social 
and political factor in medieval 
Europe, R 
4B 
characteristics of Roman Catholicism, 
S 
4C 
characteristics and factors feudalism 
and manorialism; R 
4G 
explain how the Crusades, the Black 
Death, the Hundred Years’ War, and 
the Great Schism contributed to the 
end of Medieval Europe, R 
20B 
political and legal ideas contained 
in the Magna Carta, S 

How can changes to political systems impact 
economic activities? 
 
How is society influenced by changes in political 
and economic systems? 
 
What internal and external factors after 
Charlemagnes death weakened European 
kingdoms? 
 
Why did the collapse of governments lead to the 
development of feudalism 
 
How was European feudal society structured? 
 
How did the economic system of manorialism 
impact the social order of Europe? 
 
How did the the Holy Roman Empire emerge? 
 
How did the Church influence political and cultural 
changes in medieval Europe? 
 
How did religion influence the lives of people in 
the Middle Ages? 
 
 
 
What were the motivations and impacts of the 
Crusades? 
 
What effects did the black death have on Europe? 

Chapter 8.4, 10 & 12 Multiple Choice Test 

Unit 7A/ 7B: 
Mesoamerica & 
Classical Asian 
Empires  

Mesoamerica 
6A - compare the major political, 
economic, social, and cultural 
developments of the Maya, Inca, and 
Aztec civilizations and explain how 
prior civilizations influenced their 
development (R). 
6B - explain how the Inca and Aztec 
empires were impacted by European 
exploration/colonization (S).  
27B - summarize the major ideas in 
astronomy, mathematics, and 

In what ways were civilizations in early 
Mesoamerica and South America complex?  
 
What made the Maya one of the most sophisticated 
civilizations of the early Americas? 
 
How did the Aztec continue the tradition of 
building successful civilizations in Mesoamerica? 
 
How were civilizations in early Mesoamerica and 
South America influenced by previous cultures? 
 

CH 11/14 Project 

Updated 2017 



architectural engineering that 
developed in the Maya, Inca, and 
Aztec civilizations (S).  
 
Mongols 
1C - identify major causes and 
describe the major effects of the 
Mongol invasion and their impact on 
Europe, China, India, and Southwest 
Asia (S). 
4K - summarize the changes resulting 
from the Mongol invasions of Russia, 
China, and the Islamic world (R).  

How did the Inca develop their successful empire? 
What were the main attributes of Inca culture? 

What are the similarities between the political, 
economic, social, and cultural developments of the 
Maya, Inca, and Aztec civilizations? 

What qualities define power struggles and stable 
periods of rule? 
 
How did the Sui, Tang, and Song dynasties bring 
order to China between periods of chaos and 
instability? 
 
How can invasion change the lives of people in 
conquered lands? 

How did the Mongols create the world's largest 
land empire? What effect did the Mongol invasion 
of the Arab Empire have on Islamic civilization? 

How did Japan’s geography affect its economy and 
culture? What influenced the rise and fall of central 
rule in medieval Japan? 

Third 
Grading  
Period 

 
01/09 - 03/09 

Unit 8: 
Renaissance/ 
Protestant 
Reformation 

1D - identify major causes and 
describe major effects of the 
Renaissance and Reformations (S).  
5A - Explain the political, intellectual, 
artistic, economic, and religious 
impact of the Renaissance (R).  
5B -  Explain the political, 
intellectual, artistic, economic, and 
religious impact of the Reformation 
(R).  
25C - explain the relationship among 
Christianity, individualism, and 
growing secularism that began with 
the Renaissance and how the 
relationship influenced subsequent 
political developments (S).  
27C - explain the impact of the 
printing press on the Renaissance and 
the Reformation in Europe (S). 

 
1. What contributed to the rise of the Italian 

states during the Renaissance? How did 
Machiavelli's work influence political 
power in the Western world?erity and 
political power? 

2. How was society characterized during the 
Renaissance? 

3. How did humanism help define the 
Italian Renaissance, shape education, and 
influence works of art? 

4. What role did Martin Luther and his ideas 
play in the Reformation? 

5. Why did Calvinism become an important 
form of Protestantism by the 
mid-sixteenth century? 

6. What made the English Reformation 
different from the Reformation in the rest 
of Europe? 

7. How did the Reformation affect 
European society? 

Chapter 14 & 15 Multiple Choice Test 

Updated 2017 



8. What prompted the Catholic Reformation 
during the sixteenth century? 

Unit 9: 
European 
Exploration  

1D - identify major causes and 
describe the major effects of the 
following: the influence of the Ming 
dynasty on world trade, and European 
expansion (S).  
7A - student understands the causes 
and impact of European expansion 
from 1450 to 1750. The student is 
expected to analyze the causes of 
European expansion from 1450 to 
1750 (R). 
7B - explain the impact of the 
Columbian Exchange on the Americas 
and Europe (R). 
7C - explain the impact of the Atlantic 
slave trade on West Africa and the 
Americas (R). 
7D - explain the impact of the 
Ottoman Empire on Eastern Europe 
and global trade (R). 
7E - explain Ming China’s impact on 
global trade (R). 
7F - explain new economic factors 
and principles that contributed to the 
success of Europe’s Commercial 
Revolution (R). 

1. I can explain the effects of political and 
economic expansion during the age of 
Exploration. 

2. I know motivations behind European 
exploration of distant lands. 

3. I know the results of European countries 
exploration and conquests of the 
Americas. 

4. I can explain economic theories put in 
place during the age of exploration. 

5. I know how the Columbian Exchange 
affected the Americas and Europe. 

6. I can explain how European expansion 
affects Africa and the slave trade. 

7. I understand how European countries 
governed and promoted economic gain in 
the Americas.  

PBL encompassing CH 17, 18, 19, 20 

Unit 10: 
Absolute Rulers 
& 
Enlightenment 

1E - identify major causes and 
describe the major effects of the 
following important turning points in 
the enlightenment’s impact on 
political revolution (S). 
19B - identify the characteristics of an 
absolute monarchy (R). 
20A - explain the development of 
democratic-republic government 
during the Enlightenment period (R). 
20C - explain the political 
philosophies of individuals such as 
John Locke, Thomas Hobbes, 
Voltaire, Charles de Montesquieu, 
Jean Jacques Rousseau, Thomas 
Aquinas, John Calvin, Thomas 
Jefferson, and William Blackstone 
(S). 
27D - describe the origins of the 
Scientific Revolution in 16th century 

1. I can identify how social, economic, and 
religious conflicts affect a country in 17th 
century Europe.  

2. I know how absolute power affects a 
country. 

3.  I can explain how Europe was affected 
by social and economic crises in the 17th 
century.  

4. How did disagreements over rule lead to 
the English Civil War? What were the 
causes and effects of the Glorious 
Revolution? 

5. How did the English Revolution 
influence political thought? 

6. Why is the reign of Louis XIV regarded 
as the best example of absolutism in the 
seventeenth century? 

7. How did Prussia and Austria emerge as 
great powers in seventeenth- and 
eighteenth-century Europe? 

PBL encompassing CH 18 & 20 
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Europe and explain its impact on 
scientific thinking worldwide (S).  
27E - identify the contributions of 
significant scientists such as 
Archimedes, Copernicus, 
Eratosthenes, Galileo, Pythagoras, 
Isaac Newton, and Robert Boyle (S).  

8. How did Russia emerge as a powerful 
state under Peter the Great? 

Unit 11: 
Atlantic 
Revolutions  

1E- causes and effects of the 
Scientific Revolution, the Industrial 
Revolution, and the development of 
modern economic systems, European 
imperialism  Enlightenment’s impact 
on political revolutions; (S) 
9A- compare causes, characteristics, 
and consequences of the American 
and French Revolutions (R) 
9B- impact of Napoleon Bonaparte 
and the Napoleonic Wars on Europe 
and Latin America; (S) 
9C- trace influence of the American 
and French revolutions on Latin 
America (S) 
9D- influence of ideas such as 
separation of powers, checks and 
balances, liberty, equality, democracy, 
popular sovereignty, human rights, 
constitutionalism, and nationalism on 
political revolutions. (S) 
20B- impact of political and legal 
ideas contained in the following 
documents:, Magna Carta, the 
English Bill of Rights, the 
Declaration of Independence, the 
U.S. Constitution, and the 
Declaration of the Rights of Man 
and of the Citizen; (S) 

What causes revolution? 
 
How does revolution change society? 
 
How did instability in the French government 
create an opportunity for Napoleon to take power? 
 
Why would changes in France cause concern in 
other European countries? 
 
What happened to revolutionary ideas after the 
French Revolution was over? 
 
How did the American and French Revolutions 
differ? 
 
How were nationalist revolts in Latin American 
influenced by the French and American 
Revolutions? 
 
 
 

Chapter 21 & 22 Multiple Choice Test 

Unit 12:  
Industrial 
Revolution & 
Imperialism, 
Nationalism 

1E- causes and effects of the 
Scientific Revolution, the Industrial 
Revolution, and the development of 
modern economic systems, European 
imperialism (S) 
8A- 17th and 18th century European 
scientific advancements led to the 
Industrial Revolution; (R) 
8B-  the Industrial Revolution led to 
political, economic, and social 
changes in Europe; (S) 

How can innovation affect ways of life? 
How does revolution bring about political and 
economic change? 
 
How did the Industrial Revolution start in Great 
Britain and what factors led it to spread to Europe 
and North America ? 
 
What was the social impact of industrialization? 
 

Chapter 23 & 25 Multiple Choice Test 
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8D explain the major characteristics 
and impact of European imperialism; 
(R) 
8E explain the effects of free 
enterprise in the Industrial Revolution. 
(S) 
18A origins and characteristics of 
the free enterprise system, (R) 
18B historical origins and 
characteristics of communism,  (R) 
18C 
identify the historical origins and 
characteristics of socialism; (R) 

How did liberalism and nationalism present a 
challenge to conservatism in Europe during 1830s 
and 1840s? 
 
What were the political climates in Great Britain, 
France, Austria, and Russia? 

Fourth 
Grading 
Period 

 
03/19 - 05/25 

Unit 13:  
WWI & 
Russian 
Revolution 

28C 
explain the effects of new military 
technologies on World War I S  
1F 
identify major causes and describe the 
major effects of the following 
important turning points in world 
history from 1914 to the present: the 
world wars and their impact on 
political, economic, and social 
systems; communist revolutions and 
their impact on the Cold War; 
independence movements; and 
globalization. S  
 10A identify the importance of 
imperialism, nationalism, militarism, 
and the alliance system in causing 
World War I; R  
10B identify major characteristics of 
World War I, including total war, 
trench warfare, modern military 
technology, and high casualty rates; S  
10C political impact of Woodrow 
Wilson’s Fourteen Points and the 
political and economic impact of the 
Treaty of Versailles R 
10D causes of the February (March) 
and October revolutions of 1917 in 
Russia, their effects on the outcome 
of World War I, and the Bolshevik 
establishment of the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics. R  
18D historical origins and 
characteristics of fascism; R  

 
Why do political actions often lead to war and how 
does technology impact war? 
 
What factors contributed to the start  

Chapter 27 Multiple Choice Test 
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19B characteristics of the following 
political systems: totalitarianism. R 
20D significance of the League of 
Nations and the United Nations. S 

Unit 14:  
Great 
Depression & 
WWII  

11A summarize the international, 
political, and economic causes of the 
global depression R  
11B responses of governments in the 
U.S., Germany, and the Soviet Union 
to the global depression. S 
28C effects of major new military 
technologies World War II, S 
22C examples of politically motivated 
mass murders China, the Soviet 
Union, S 
22D identify examples of genocide, 
including the Holocaust S 
1F major causes and major effects of 
the following important turning points 
in world history from 1914 to the 
present: the world wars and their 
impact on political, economic, and 
social systems S 
12A describe the emergence and 
characteristics of totalitarianism; R 
12B explain the roles of various world 
leaders, including Benito Mussolini, 
Adolf Hitler, Hideki Tojo, Joseph 
Stalin, Franklin D. Roosevelt, and 
Winston Churchill, prior to and during 
World War II; S  
12C major causes and events of 
World War II, including the 
German invasions of Poland and 
the Soviet Union, the Holocaust, 
Japanese imperialism, the attack 
on Pearl Harbor, the Normandy 
landings, and the dropping of the 
atomic bombs.R 
20D significance of the League of 
Nations and the United Nations. S 
22D examples of genocide, including 
the Holocaust and genocide in the 
Balkans, Rwanda, and Darfur; and S  
28C effects of major new military 
technologies on World War I, World 
War II, and the Cold War; S 

What triggered the Great Depression and how did i 
it lead to the rise of dictators? 
 
 
Why do political actions often lead to war and how 
does war impact society and the environment? 
 
 
What alliances and events contributed to the 
outbreak of WWII? 
 
 
What were the outcomes of the fighting in the early 
years of the war? 
 
 
What role did the US play in WWII? 
 
How did countries mobilize for war? 
 
 
How did Adolf Hitler’s views on race influence the 
New Order? 
 
 
 
How did the tide of battle turn against Germany, 
Italy, and Japan? 
 
 
What events led to the Cold War? 

Chapter 28 & 30 Multiple Choice Test 
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Unit 15: Cold 
War 

28C explain the effects of new 
military technologies on Cold War; S 
13A summarize how the outcome of 
World War II contributed to the 
development of the Cold War; R 
13B summarize the factors that 
contributed to communism in China, 
including Mao Zedong’s role in its 
rise, and how it differed from Soviet 
communism; R 
 13C Identify Cold War, including the 
Korean War, the Vietnam War, and 
the arms race; R 
1F causes and describe the major 
effects of the following important 
turning points in world history from 
1914 to the present: the world wars 
and their impact on political, 
economic, and social systems; 
communist revolutions and their 
impact on the Cold War; 
independence movements; and 
globalization. S 

How does conflict influence political relationships? 
 
Why did the US and the Soviet Union become 
political rivals after WWII? 
 
What was the result of increased tensions between 
the superpowers? 
 
How did Mao’s political actions affect China? 
 
What common factors triggered “Hot” wars in Asia 
and what role did nuclear weapons play during the 
Cold War? 
 

 

Chapter 31 & 33 Multiple Choice Test 
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