
 

World Geography Scope & Sequence 

Grading 
Period 

Unit Title or 
Big Idea 

Focus TEKS  
(R) Readiness 
(S) Supporting 

(P) Process 

Learning Targets Assessment 
Evidence 

Throughout 
the School 

Year 

World Geography is a broad-based survey course designed to acquaint students 
with the world physically, politically, culturally and economically. It is presented by 
studying eight geographic regions of the world. The course provides opportunities 
for cooperative learning, spatial mapping, graphing and using computer atlases. The 
course is hands-on, activity-oriented and fast-paced.  

 

First Grading 
Period 

Unit 1: Physical 
Geography 
 
 
 
 

(WG.22.C) 
(WG.2.A) 
(WG.5.A) 
(WG.9.A) 
(WG.9.B) 
(WG.8.A) 
(WG.8.A) 
(WG.21.A) 
(WG.23.B) 
(WG.21.A) 
(WG.21.C) 
(WG.3.A) 
(WG.3.B) 
(WG.3.C) 
(WG.4.B) 
(WG.3.A) 
(WG.3.B) 
(WG.4.A) 
(WG.4.B) 
(WG.4.C) 
 

I.The Geographic perspective 
● I can identify and give examples of the Five 

Themes of Geography. 
●   I can use case studies to identify and 

evaluate geographic information. 
 
II.  Tools of the Geographer 

●  I can identify, analyze, and evaluate the 
utility of different types of maps. 

●  I can define and interpret map scales.  
●  I can define terms associated with the 

grid system and use them to identify 
locations. 

● I can identify the attributes and uses of 
different map projections. 

●  I can describe the uses and impact of 
new information technologies on human 
interaction.  

 
III.  Landform Creation 

Major Grading Period Summative Assessments 
 
 
Multiple Choice Exam 
Unit 1: Physical Geography 
 
-Questions are conceptual and application based 
with the skills indicated in the Unit Learning 
Targets. 
-Students will utilize unit context clues and 
nonlinguistic representations (images, charts, 
graphs, and symbols to infer meaning of major 
topics 
 
 
Multiple Choice Unit Vocabulary Checks 
-Exam style questions broken down into smaller 
segments to chunk skills and content per unit. 
Number of Vocabulary Checks will vary by unit. 
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● I can examine the physical processes that 
affect the lithosphere, atmosphere, 
hydrosphere, and biosphere. 

● I can describe and recognize different 
landforms and the physical processes 
that cause their development.  

● I can describe and recognize different 
landforms 

Unit 2: Human 
Geography 

(WG.16.C) 
(WG.1.B) 
(WG.1.B) 
(WG.7.D) 
(WG.16.B) 
(WG.16.D) 
(WG.17.A) 
(WG.7.A) 
(WG.7.C) 
(WG.7.B) 
(WG.5.A) 
(WG.5.B) 
(WG.6.A) 
(WG.6.B) 
(WG.9.A) 
(WG.9.B) 
(WG.10.A) 
(WG.10.C) 
(WG.11.A) 
(WG.11.B) 
(WG.20.B) 
 

I.Culture 
● I can explain ways various groups of 

people perceive the characteristics of 
their own and other cultures, places, and 
regions differently 

● I can define and give examples of cultural 
attributes of place. 

●  I can explain and recognize examples of 
spatial diffusion of culture and describe 
the effects on regions of contact 

● I can define and give examples of the 
benefits and challenges of globalization, 
including loss of local culture. 

● -I can define and recognize examples of 
elements of culture related to religion 

● -I can describe the origins and current 
distribution of major world religions 
including Buddhism, Christianity, 
Hinduism, Islam, and Judaism 

II. Population 
●   I can construct and analyze population 

pyramids and use other data, graphics, 
and maps to describe the population 
characteristics of different societies and 
to predict future population trends 

Major Grading Period Summative Assessments 
 
 
Multiple Choice Exam 
Unit 2: Human Geography 
 
-Questions are conceptual and application based 
with the skills indicated in the Unit Learning 
Targets. 
-Students will utilize unit context clues and 
nonlinguistic representations (images, charts, 
graphs, and symbols to infer meaning of major 
topics. 
 
 
Multiple Choice Unit Vocabulary Checks 
-Exam style questions broken down into smaller 
segments to chunk skills and content per unit. 
Number of Vocabulary Checks will vary by unit. 
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●   I can identify, describe and analyze 
trends in world population growth and 
distribution 

●  I can explain how political, economic, 
social, and environmental push and pull 
factors and physical geography affect the 
routes and flows of human migration. 

III. Political and Economic Geography 
● I can define and give examples to 

illustrate the concepts of state, nation, 
nation-state, and stateless nation. 

● I can identify geographic 
characteristics used to describe 
countries and evaluate the implications 
for governance. 

● I can compare how democracy, 
dictatorship, monarchy, republic, 
theocracy, and totalitarian systems 
operate 

● I can interpret political, economic, social, 
and demographic indicators (GDP per 
capita, life expectancy, literacy, and 
infant mortality) to determine the level 
of development and standard of living in 
nations using the HDI and identify 
countries as less developed, newly 
industrialized, and more developed. 

● I can describe the forces that determine 
the distribution of goods and services in 
free enterprise, socialist and communist 
economic systems. 

● I can compare the ways people satisfy 
their basic needs through the production 
of goods and services such as subsistence 
agriculture versus commercial agriculture 
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or cottage industries versus commercial 
industries. 

● I can understand the connections 
between levels of development and 
economic activities (primary, secondary, 
tertiary, and quaternary) 

● I can identify the factors affecting the 
location of different types of economic 
activities, including subsistence and 
commercial agriculture, manufacturing, 
and service industries 

Second 
Grading 
Period 

Unit 3: The 
Americas 

(WG.9.A) 
(WG.4.B) 
(WG.4.A) 
(WG.7.B) 
(WG.7.A) 
(WG.1.A) 
(WG.18.A) 
(WG.14.B) 
(WG.14.C) 
(WG.15.A) 
(WG.18.B) 
(WG.6.A) 
(WG.6.B) 
(WG.16.D) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I.Physical Geography 
●  I can identify physical factors that constitute 

a region. 
● I can describe different landforms and the 

physical processes that cause their 
development 

II.Population Geography 
● I can explain how political, economic, social, 

and environmental push and pull factors and 
physical geography affect the routes and 
flows of human migration. 

● I can explain how political, economic, social, 
and environmental push and pull factors and 
physical geography affect the routes and 
flows of human migration. 

●  I can analyze the effects of physical and 
human geographic patterns and processes 
on the past and describe their impact on the 
present, including significant physical 
features that have shaped the distribution of 
culture groups today 

III. Culture, Political and Economic Geography 
●  I can analyze the effects of physical and 

human geographic patterns and processes 
on the past and describe their impact on the 

Major Grading Period Summative Assessments 
 
 
Multiple Choice Exam 
Unit 3: The Americas 
 
-Questions are conceptual and application based 
with the skills indicated in the Unit Learning 
Targets. 
-Students will utilize unit context clues and 
nonlinguistic representations (images, charts, 
graphs, and symbols to infer meaning of major 
topics 
 
 
Multiple Choice Unit Vocabulary Checks 
-Exam style questions broken down into smaller 
segments to chunk skills and content per unit. 
Number of Vocabulary Checks will vary by unit. 
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(WG.9.A) 
(WG.4.B) 
(WG.4.A) 
(WG.7.B) 
(WG.7.A) 
(WG.1.A) 
(WG.18.A) 
(WG.14.B) 
(WG.18.D) 
(WG.14.C) 
(WG.15.A) 
(WG.18.B) 
(WG.6.B) 
(WG.16.D) 
(WG.5.B) 
(WG.10.D) 
(WG.10.C) 
(WG.19.C) 
(WG.8.B) 
 
 

present, including significant physical 
features that have shaped the distribution of 
culture groups today 

● I can compare how democracies, 
dictatorships, republics, and totalitarian 
systems operate in different countries of 
Latin America.  

● I can describe how democracy operates in 
The United States and compare it to 
Canadian democracy. 

 
● I can compare global trade patterns over 

time and examine the implications of 
globalization, including outsourcing and free 
trade zones 

●   I can compare the ways people satisfy their 
basic needs through the production of goods 
and services such as subsistence agriculture 
and commercial agriculture or cottage 
industries versus commercial industries 

●   I can describe the interaction between 
humans and the physical environment and 
analyze the consequences of extreme 
weather and other natural disasters 

Unit 4: Europe 
 

(WG.1.A) 
(WG.2.A) 
(WG.5.A) 
(WG.5.B) 
(WG.7.A) 
(WG.7.C) 
(WG.8.A) 
(WG.9.A) 
(WG.10.B) 
(WG.10D) 
(WG.14.C) 

I. Physical Geography 
● I can identify physical factors that constitute 

a region 
● I can describe different landforms and the 

physical processes that cause their 
development 

●   I can explain how elevation, latitude, wind 
systems, ocean currents, position on a 
continent, and mountain barriers influence 
temperature, precipitation, and distribution 
of climate region 

II. Human Environment Interaction 

Major Grading Period Summative Assessments 
 
 
Multiple Choice Exam 
Unit 4:  Europe 
 
-Questions are conceptual and application based 
with the skills indicated in the Unit Learning 
Targets. 
-Students will utilize unit context clues and 
nonlinguistic representations (images, charts, 
graphs, and symbols to infer meaning of major 
topics 
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(WG.15.A) 
(WG.15.B) 
(WG.17.A) 
(WG.18.B) 
(WG.21.A) 
(WG.21.B) 
(WG.21.C) 
(WG.22.C) 
 
 

● I can examine the environmental, economic, 
and social impacts of technology on 
agriculture and natural resources 

●  can describe the interaction between 
humans and the physical environment and 
analyze the consequences of extreme 
weather and other natural disasters 

III. Culture 
● I can analyze the effects of physical and 

human geographic patterns and processes 
on the past and describe their impact on the 
present, including significant physical 
features that have shaped the distribution of 
culture groups today.  

● Analyze cultural changes in specific regions 
caused by migration, war, trade, innovations, 
and diffusion 

● I can describe distinctive cultural patterns 
and landscapes associated with Europe and 
their distribution 

IV. Political and Economic Geography 
●   I can analyze the factors that influence the 

power to control territory and resources, 
create conflict/war, and impact international 
political relations 

●   Assess causes, effects, and perceptions of 
conflicts between groups of people 

● I can analyze indicators to determine the 
level of development in European countries.  

●  I can compare global trade patterns over 
time and examine the implications of 
globalization, including outsourcing and free 
trade zones. 

●  I can compare the ways people satisfy their 
basic needs through the production of goods 
and services such as subsistence agriculture 

 
 
Multiple Choice Unit Vocabulary Checks 
-Exam style questions broken down into smaller 
segments to chunk skills and content per unit. 
Number of Vocabulary Checks will vary by unit. 
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and commercial agriculture or cottage 
industries versus commercial industries 

Unit 5: 
Northern 
Eurasia 

(WG.9.A) 
(WG.4.B) 
(WG.4.A) 
(WG.4.C) 
(WG.19.C) 
(WG.2.A) 
(WG.8.B) 
(WG.7.A) 
(WG.18.A) 
(WG.17.A) 
(WG.14.B) 
(WG.18.D) 
(WG.14.C) 
(WG.18.B) 
(WG.6.B) 
(WG.16.D) 
(WG.5.B) 
(WG.10.A) 
(WG.10.D) 

I.Physical Geography 
● I can identify physical factors that constitute 

a region 
●   I can describe different landforms and the 

physical processes that cause their 
development 

II.Environmental 
● I can examine the environmental, economic, 

and social impacts of technology on 
agriculture and natural resources.  (WG.19.C) 

● I can describe the human and physical 
characteristics of the same regions at 
different periods of time to evaluate 
relationships between past events and 
current conditions.  

III. Population 
●  I can analyze population pyramids and use 

other data, graphics, and maps to describe 
the population characteristics of different 
societies and predict future population 
trends. 

IV. Culture 
●  Analyze cultural changes in specific regions 

caused by war, trade, innovations, and 
diffusion.  

 
● I can describe and compare patterns of 

culture such as language, religion, land use, 
education, and customs that make specific 
regions of the world distinctive.  

V. Political and Economic  
●   I can compare how democracies, 

dictatorships, republics, and totalitarian 
systems operate in different countries. 

Major Grading Period Summative Assessments 
 
 
Multiple Choice Exam 
Unit 5: Northern Eurasia 
 
-Questions are conceptual and application based 
with the skills indicated in the Unit Learning 
Targets. 
-Students will utilize unit context clues and 
nonlinguistic representations (images, charts, 
graphs, and symbols to infer meaning of major 
topics. 
 
 
Multiple Choice Unit Vocabulary Checks 
-Exam style questions broken down into smaller 
segments to chunk skills and content per unit. 
Number of Vocabulary Checks will vary by unit. 
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●  I can analyze the factors that influence the 
power to control  

● territory and resources, create conflict/war, 
and impact international political relations 

● I can evaluate the spread of democratic 
ideas in N. Eurasia. 

● I can interpret political, economic, social, and 
demographic indicators to determine the 
level of development and standard of living 
in nations using the terms Human 
Development Index, less developed, newly 
industrialized, and more developed. 

● I can describe the forces that determine the 
distribution of goods and services in free 
enterprise, socialist, and communist 
economic systems 

● I can compare global trade patterns over 
time and examine the implications of 
globalization. 

Third 
Grading  
Period 

Unit 6: Middle 
East and North 
Africa 

(WG.15.B)  
(WG.16.C) 
(WG.12.A) 
(WG.9.A) 
(WG.17.A) 
(WG.2.A) 
(WG.11.C) 
(WG.8.C) 
(WG.18.B) 
(WG.5.B) 
(WG.7.B) 
(WG.19.B) 
(WG.6.A) 
(WG.12.A) 
(WG.19.A) 
(WG.16.B) 
(WG.6.B) 
(WG.9.B) 

I. Physical  
●  I can describe major landforms of Africa and 

the physical processes that caused their 
development. 

●  
II. Human Environment Interaction 

●  I can compare the ways humans depend on, 
adapt to, and modify the physical 
environment 

 
III. Culture 

●  I can describe patterns of culture (language 
and religion), in Africa.  

●  I can explain how push and pull factors and 
physical geography affect the routes and 
flows of human migration in Africa. 

IV. Political and Economic  
● I can analyze factors that influenced the 

control territory and resources in Africa 

Major Grading Period Summative Assessments 
 
 
Multiple Choice Exam 
Unit 6: Middle East and North Africa 
 
-Questions are conceptual and application based 
with the skills indicated in the Unit Learning 
Targets. 
-Students will utilize unit context clues and 
nonlinguistic representations (images, charts, 
graphs, and symbols to infer meaning of major 
topics 
 
 
Multiple Choice Unit Vocabulary Checks 
-Exam style questions broken down into smaller 
segments to chunk skills and content per unit. 
Number of Vocabulary Checks will vary by unit. 
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(WG.21.B) 
(WG.8.A) 
 

● I can interpret political, economic, social, and 
demographic indicators to determine the level 
of development and standard of living in 
African countries.  

● I can identify areas of conflict and describe 
the causes and effects, of those conflicts. 

Unit 7: 
Sub-Saharan 
Africa 

(WG.18.A) 
(WG.16.D) 
(WG.1.A) 
(WG.7.D) 
(WG.5.B) 
(WG.12.A) 
(WG.5.A) 
(WG.7.B) 
(WG.18.B) 
(WG.2.A) 
(WG.9.A) 
(WG.10.C) 
(WG.14.C) 
(WG.16.B) 
(WG.6.B) 
(WG.17.C) 
(WG.22.B) 
(WG.9.A) 
(WG.17.C) 
(WG.1.A) 
(WG.5.B) 
(WG.15.B) 
(WG.17.B) 
(WG.21.B) 
(WG.16.C) 
(WG.14.A) 
(WG.15.A) 
(WG.20.B) 
 
 
 

I.Physical 
●  I can describe major landforms of Africa and 

the physical processes that caused their 
development. 

 
II.Human Environment Interaction 

●  I can compare the ways humans depend on, 
adapt to, and modify the physical 
environment 

 
III.Culture 

●  I can describe patterns of culture (language 
and religion), in Africa.  

●  I can explain how push and pull factors and 
physical geography affect the routes and 
flows of human migration in Africa. 

IV.Political and Economic  
● I can analyze factors that influenced the 

control territory and resources in Africa 
● I can interpret political, economic, social, and 

demographic indicators to determine the level 
of development and standard of living in 
African countries.  

● I can identify areas of conflict and describe 
the causes and effects, of those conflicts. 

Major Grading Period Summative Assessments 
 
 
Multiple Choice Exam 
Unit 7: Sub-Saharan Africa 
 
-Questions are conceptual and application based 
with the skills indicated in the Unit Learning 
Targets. 
-Students will utilize unit context clues and 
nonlinguistic representations (images, charts, 
graphs, and symbols to infer meaning of major 
topics 
 
 
Multiple Choice Unit Vocabulary Checks 
-Exam style questions broken down into smaller 
segments to chunk skills and content per unit. 
Number of Vocabulary Checks will vary by unit. 
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Fourth 
Grading 
Period 

Unit 8: South 
Asia  

(WG.4.8)  
(WG.4.C) 
(WG.8.B) 
(WG.12.B) 
(WG.17.B) 
(WG.16.B) 
(WG.18.A) 
(WG.6.A) 
(WG.7.C) 
(WG.6.B) 
(WG.7.B) 
(WG.2.A) 
(WG.14.C) 
(WG.18.B) 
(WG.18.D) 
(WG.5.B) 
(WG.2.B) 
 
 
 
 

I.Physical 
●  I can describe different landforms and the 

physical processes that cause their 
development 

II.Human Environment Interaction 
●  I can describe the interaction between 

humans and the physical environment and 
analyze the consequences of extreme 
weather and other natural disasters 

●  I can evaluate the geographic and economic 
impact of policies related to the 
development, use, and scarcity of natural 
resources such as regulation of water. 

III. Culture 
●  I can describe major world religions, 

including ...Christianity, Islam, and Judaism.  
● I can describe elements of culture, including 

language, religion, beliefs and customs.  
● I can describe and compare patterns of 

culture such as language, religion, land use, 
education, and customs that make 
Southwest Asia distinctive.  

III. Political and Economic 
● I can describe the human and physical 

characteristics of the same regions at 
different periods of time to evaluate 
relationships between past events and 
current conditions.  

●  Analyze the human and physical factors that 
influence the power to control territory and 
resources.  

● I can assess causes, effects, and perceptions 
of conflicts between groups of people, 
including modern genocides and terrorism. 

● I can interpret political, economic, social, and 
demographic indicators (GDP/capita, life 
expectancy, literacy, infant mortality, and 

Major Grading Period Summative Assessments 
 
 
Multiple Choice Exam 
Unit 8: South Asia 
 
-Questions are conceptual and application based 
with the skills indicated in the Unit Learning 
Targets. 
-Students will utilize unit context clues and 
nonlinguistic representations (images, charts, 
graphs, and symbols to infer meaning of major 
topics 
 
 
Multiple Choice Unit Vocabulary Checks 
-Exam style questions broken down into smaller 
segments to chunk skills and content per unit. 
Number of Vocabulary Checks will vary by unit. 
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HDI) to determine the level of development 
and standard of living in countries.  

● Explain how changes in societies have led to 
diverse uses of physical features. 

Unit 9: East 
Asia 

(WG4.8) 
(WG 4.C) 
(WG.8.B) 
(WG.12.B) 
(WG.17.B) 
(WG.16.B) 
(WG.18.A) 
(WG.18.D) 
(WG.6.A) 
(WG.7.C) 
(WG.6.B) 
(WG.7.B) 
(WG.2.A) 
(WG.14.C) 
(WG.5.B) 
(WG.2.B) 

Physical Geography of East Asia 
● I can describe different landforms and the 

physical processes that cause their 
development.  

●  I can explain how elevation, latitude, wind 
systems, ocean currents, position on a 
continent, and mountain barriers influence 
temperature, precipitation, and distribution 
of climate regions.  

 
Human-Environment Interaction 

●  I can describe the interaction between 
humans and the physical environment and 
analyze the consequences of extreme 
weather and other natural disasters.  

●  I can evaluate the geographic and economic 
impact of policies related to the 
development, use, and scarcity of natural 
resources such as regulation of water.  

 
Cultural Geography 

● I can describe major world religions.  
● I can describe elements of culture, including 

language, religion, beliefs and customs.  
● I can describe and compare patterns of 

culture such as language, religion, land use, 
education, and customs that make East Asia 
distinctive.  

●  I can evaluate the spread of cultural traits.  
 
 
Population and Demographics 

Major Grading Period Summative Assessments 
 
 
Multiple Choice Exam 
Unit 9: East Asia 
 
-Questions are conceptual and application based 
with the skills indicated in the Unit Learning 
Targets. 
-Students will utilize unit context clues and 
nonlinguistic representations (images, charts, 
graphs, and symbols to infer meaning of major 
topics 
 
 
Multiple Choice Unit Vocabulary Checks 
-Exam style questions broken down into smaller 
segments to chunk skills and content per unit. 
Number of Vocabulary Checks will vary by unit. 

Updated 2017 



● I can locate and describe human and physical 
features that influence the size and 
distribution of settlements.  

● I can describe trends in population growth 
and distribution.  

● I can explain the processes that have caused 
changes in settlement patterns, including 
urbanization, transportation, access to and 
availability of resources, and economic 
activities.  

● I can explain how political, economic, social, 
and environmental push and pull factors and 
physical geography affect the routes and 
flows of human migration.  

 
Political Geography 

● I can describe the human and physical 
characteristics of the same regions at 
different periods of time to evaluate 
relationships between past events and 
current conditions.  

●  Analyze the human and physical factors that 
influence the power to control territory and 
resources.  

 
Economic Geography 

● I can interpret political, economic, social, and 
demographic indicators (GDP/capita, life 
expectancy, literacy, infant mortality, and 
HDI) to determine the level of development 
and standard of living in countries.  

● Explain how changes in societies have led to 
diverse uses of physical features.  
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 Unit 10: 
Southeast Asia 
and the Pacific 

(WG.2.A) 
(WG.2.B) 
(WG.5.A) 
(WG.7.D) 
(WG.8.B) 
(WG.9.A) 
(WG.11.B) 
(WG.14.C) 
(WG.15.B) 
(WG.17.A) 
(WG.18.B) 
(WG.18.C) 
(WG.21.A) 
(WG.21.B) 
(WG.21.C) 
(WG.22.C) 

I. Physical 
●   I can describe different landforms and the 

physical processes that cause their 
development 

● I can explain how elevation, latitude, wind 
systems, ocean currents, position on a 
continent, and mountain barriers influence 
temperature, precipitation, and distribution 
of climate regions.  

II.Human Environment Interaction 
● I can describe the interaction between 

humans and the physical environment and 
analyze the consequences of extreme 
weather and other natural disasters. 
(WG.8.B) 

● I can evaluate the geographic and economic 
impact of policies related to the 
development, use, and scarcity of natural 
resources such as regulation of water.  

III. Culture 
● I can describe major world religions. 

(WG.17.B) 
● I can describe elements of culture, including 

language, religion, beliefs and customs.  
● I can describe and compare patterns of 

culture such as language, religion, land use, 
education, and customs that make Southeast 
Asia, Australia, and Oceania distinctive.  

● I can evaluate the spread of cultural traits 
 
IV. Political and Economic 

● I can describe the human and physical 
characteristics of the same regions at 
different periods of time to evaluate 
relationships between past events and 
current conditions.  

Major Grading Period Summative Assessments 
 
 
Multiple Choice Exam 
Unit 10: Southeast Asia and the Pacific 
 
-Questions are conceptual and application based 
with the skills indicated in the Unit Learning 
Targets. 
-Students will utilize unit context clues and 
nonlinguistic representations (images, charts, 
graphs, and symbols to infer meaning of major 
topics 
 
 
Multiple Choice Unit Vocabulary Checks 
-Exam style questions broken down into smaller 
segments to chunk skills and content per unit. 
Number of Vocabulary Checks will vary by unit. 
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● Analyze the human and physical factors that 
influence the power to control territory and 
resources. 

● I can interpret political, economic, social, and 
demographic indicators (GDP/capita, life 
expectancy, literacy, infant mortality, and 
HDI) to determine the level of development 
and standard of living in countries. 
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