
 

English I Scope and Sequence 

Grading Period First Grading Period Second Grading 
Period 

Third Grading Period Fourth Grading 
Period 

Throughout the School 
Year 

Enduring 
Understandings for 
Transfer/Big Ideas 
Essential Questions 

What is your story? How 
are stories told?  
 

What stories are we 
told that we don’t 
question? When do 
we think we 
understand someone 
else’s story when we 
may not? What is the 
danger in only seeing 
one side of a story?  
 

When are other 
people’s stories so 
different from our own 
that we have difficulty 
understanding their 
story?  

How do we step into 
others’ stories? How 
is our story 
intertwined with 
others’ stories?  

 

Focus TEKS 
(R) Readiness 
(S) Supporting 
(P) Process 
(Pieces for exhibit) 

(5)  Reading/Comprehension of 
Literary Text/Fiction.  
(A)  analyze non-linear plot 
development (e.g., flashbacks, 
foreshadowing, sub-plots, 
parallel plot structures) and 
compare it to linear plot 
development; 
(B)  analyze how authors 
develop complex yet believable 
characters in works of fiction 
through a range of literary 
devices, including character 
foils; 
(C)  analyze the way in which a 
work of fiction is shaped by the 
narrator's point of view.  
 
(6) (A) analyze how literary 
essays interweave personal 
examples and ideas with 
factual information to explain, 

(8) (D) synthesize and make 
logical connections between 
ideas and details in several 
texts selected to reflect a 
range of viewpoints on the 
same topic and support 
those findings with textual 
evidence. 
(C) compare and contrast 
coverage of the same event 
in various media (e.g., 
newspapers, television, 
documentaries, blogs, 
Internet); (D) evaluate 
changes in formality and 
tone within the same 
medium for specific 
audiences and purposes.  

 
(12)  Reading/Media 
Literacy. Students use 
comprehension skills to 

(2)  Reading/Comprehension 
of Literary Text/Theme and 
Genre. (A)  analyze how the 
genre of texts with similar 
themes shapes meaning; 
(B)  analyze the influence of 
mythic, classical and traditional 
literature on 20th and 21st 
century literature; and 
(C)  relate the figurative 
language of a literary work to 
its historical and cultural 
setting. 
 
(3)  Reading/Comprehension 
of Literary Text/Poetry. 
Students understand, make 
inferences and draw 
conclusions about the 
structure and elements of 
poetry and provide evidence 
from text to support their 
understanding. Students are 

(8) (A) explain the controlling 
idea and specific purpose of 
an expository text and 
distinguish the most 
important from the less 
important details that 
support the author's 
purpose. 
(D) synthesize and make 
logical connections between 
ideas and details in several 
texts selected to reflect a 
range of viewpoints on the 
same topic and support 
those findings with textual 
evidence. 

(13) (A) plan a first draft by 
selecting the correct genre 
for conveying the intended 
meaning to multiple 
audiences, determining 
appropriate topics through a 

(1) Reading/Vocabulary 
Development. (A)  determine 
the meaning of grade-level 
technical academic English 
words in multiple content areas 
(e.g., science, mathematics, 
social studies, the arts) derived 
from Latin, Greek, or other 
linguistic roots and affixes; 
(B)  analyze textual context 
(within a sentence and in larger 
sections of text) to distinguish 
between the denotative and 
connotative meanings of words; 
(E)  use a dictionary, a 
glossary, or a thesaurus 
(printed or electronic) to 
determine or confirm the 
meanings of words and 
phrases, including their 
connotations and denotations, 
and their etymology.  



present a perspective, or 
describe a situation or event. 

(13) (A) plan a first draft by 
selecting the correct genre for 
conveying the intended 
meaning to multiple audiences, 
determining appropriate topics 
through a range of strategies 
(e.g., discussion, background 
reading, personal interests, 
interviews), and developing a 
thesis or controlling idea; 
(C) revise drafts to improve 
style, word choice, figurative 
language, sentence variety, and 
subtlety of meaning after 
rethinking how well questions of 
purpose, audience, and genre 
have been addressed; 
(D) edit drafts for grammar, 
mechanics, and spelling;  
(E) revise final draft in response 
to feedback from peers and 
teacher and publish written 
work for appropriate audiences. 
 
(14) (A) write an engaging story 
with a well-developed conflict 
and resolution, interesting and 
believable characters, and a 
range of literary strategies (e.g., 
dialogue, suspense) and 
devices to enhance the plot; 
 
25) (A) give presentations using 
informal, formal, and technical 
language effectively to meet the 
needs of audience, purpose, 
and occasion, employing eye 
contact, speaking rate (e.g., 
pauses for effect), volume, 
enunciation, purposeful 
gestures, and conventions of 
language to communicate ideas 
effectively. 
 

analyze how words, images, 
graphics, and sounds work 
together in various forms to 
impact meaning. Students 
will continue to apply earlier 
standards with greater depth 
in increasingly more complex 
texts. Students are expected 
to:(A)  compare and contrast 
how events are presented 
and information is 
communicated by visual 
images (e.g., graphic art, 
illustrations, news 
photographs) versus 
non-visual texts;(B)  analyze 
how messages in media are 
conveyed through visual and 
sound techniques (e.g., 
editing, reaction shots, 
sequencing, background 
music);(C)  compare and 
contrast coverage of the 
same event in various media 
(e.g., newspapers, television, 
documentaries, blogs, 
Internet); and (D)  evaluate 
changes in formality and 
tone within the same 
medium for specific 
audiences and purposes. 

 

expected to analyze the effects 
of diction and imagery (e.g., 
controlling images, figurative 
language, understatement, 
overstatement, irony, paradox) 
in poetry. 
 
(4)  Reading/Comprehension 
of Literary Text/Drama. 
Students understand, make 
inferences and draw 
conclusions about the 
structure and elements of 
drama and provide evidence 
from text to support their 
understanding. Students are 
expected to explain how 
dramatic conventions (e.g., 
monologues, soliloquies, 
dramatic irony) enhance 
dramatic text. 
 
(7) (A) explain the role of 
irony, sarcasm, and paradox in 
literary works. 
 
(14) (B) write a poem using a 
variety of poetic techniques 
(e.g., structural elements, 
figurative language) and a 
variety of poetic forms (e.g., 
sonnets, ballads);(C) use a 
variety of correctly structured 
sentences (e.g., compound, 
complex, compound-complex). 
 
 
 

range of strategies (e.g., 
discussion, background 
reading, personal interests, 
interviews), and developing a 
thesis or controlling idea; 
(C) revise drafts to improve 
style, word choice, figurative 
language, sentence variety, 
and subtlety of meaning after 
rethinking how well questions 
of purpose, audience, and 
genre have been addressed; 
(D) edit drafts for grammar, 
mechanics, and spelling;  
(E) revise final draft in 
response to feedback from 
peers and teacher and 
publish written work for 
appropriate audiences.(C) 
use a variety of correctly 
structured sentences (e.g., 
compound, complex, 
compound-complex). 
 
(26) (A) participate 
productively in teams, 
building on the ideas of 
others, contributing relevant 
information, developing a 
plan for consensus-building, 
and setting ground rules for 
decision-making. 

(5)  Reading/Comprehension of 
Literary Text/Fiction. 
(B)  analyze how authors 
develop complex yet believable 
characters in works of fiction 
through a range of literary 
devices, including character 
foils; (C)  analyze the way in 
which a work of fiction is 
shaped by the narrator's point 
of view.  
(8) (A) explain the controlling 
idea and specific purpose of an 
expository text and distinguish 
the most important from the 
less important details that 
support the author's purpose. 
(15) (A) write an analytical 
essay of sufficient length that 
includes:(iii) a controlling idea 
or thesis;iv) an organizing 
structure appropriate to 
purpose, audience, and 
context; (i) effective 
introductory and concluding 
paragraphs and a variety of 
sentence structures;(ii) 
rhetorical devices, and 
transitions between 
paragraphs;(C) write an 
interpretative response to an 
expository or a literary text 
(e.g., essay or review) that:(D) 
produce a multimedia 
presentation (e.g., 
documentary, class newspaper, 
docudrama, infomercial, visual 
or textual parodies, theatrical 
production) with graphics, 
images, and sound that 
conveys a distinctive point of 
view and appeals to a specific 
audience.(C) use a variety of 
correctly structured sentences 
(e.g., compound, complex, 
compound-complex). 
(18) (A) use conventions of 
capitalization;  
(19) (A) spell correctly, 
including using various 



resources to determine and 
check correct spellings. 

Topic 
Focus/Learning 

Targets (Connections 
and balance between 
reading and writing) 

 
Explain and analyze 
development of 
complex and 
believable characters,  
identify and use 
characteristics of 
personal essays, and 
connect themes and 
symbolism in 
literature. 

Identifying point of 
view, recognize and 
explain how the 
authors use 
description, 
imagery, and 
particular language 
to establish setting.  
Explain author’s use 
of storytelling 
elements to develop 
the major 
themes/motifs of 
the novel.  
 

Appreciate the 
historical and cultural 
context of 
Shakespeare’s life. 
Recognize and 
explain: Thematic 
ideas in 
Shakespeare’s Romeo 
and Juliet,  
Character motivation 
and nuances in 
Shakespeare’s Romeo 
and Juliet,  
Unique aspects of 
drama as an effective 
genre through 
analysis of 
Shakespeare’s Romeo 
and Juliet, 
The significance of 
Shakespeare’s use of 
poetic structures.  
 
 

Recognize the 
structure of the 
traditional short 
story (plot 
diagram); 
Recognize the 
effects associated 
with a shift in point 
of view; Identify 
and use 
characteristics of 
expository essays 

Analysis and 
identification of 
author’s purpose; 
analyze and employ 
strategies to help 
clearly convey an 
effective message 
that resonates with a 
particular audience; 
students choose texts 
in which they (the 
students) can identify  

Reading Summer Reading 
Novel, ISR, Personal 
Essay models;  

To Kill a 
Mockingbird or All 
American Boys, 
non-fiction current 
event news articles; 
ISR  

Various Poetry 
Romeo and Juliet 
Expository Essay 
models; ISR  

Short Stories 
Literature Choice 
Selections 
Expository Essay 
models; ISR 

Supplemental texts, 
student-selected ISR 
books 



Writing Personal Essay 
In-Class Character 
Analysis essay 

Media Analysis 
Essay 

Poetry, Found Poems 
and Poetry Analysis  

Multi-Genre 
Research project; 
ISR letter 

Expository Essay 
Practice  
Incorporating textual 
evidence to support 
answers 

Oral and Written 
Conventions 

Formatting and 
drafting the analytical 
essay; Confident 
discussion of a variety 
of texts; Reciprocal 
Pronouns 

A variety of 
correctly structured 
sentences 
(compound, 
complex, 
compound-complex)
, Capitalization  

Poetic Devices; 
Complex Active-Passive 
Tenses 

Characteristics of 
letter writing 
(greetings and 
salutations); 
Comma Placement 
in non-restrictive 
phrases, Comma 
clauses, and 
contrasting 
expressions 

Book talks; 
Approaching writing 
as a process - 
students complete 
process before 
turning in final drafts; 
characteristics of 
expository essays, 
Spelling 

Research Personal essay 
structure; Discovering 
background on 
preferred books 

Research Plan 
Gathering Sources 
Synthesizing 
Information 

Developing a greater 
understanding of 
Shakespeare’s world 
and connect this 
information to his 
work; Discovering 
background on 
preferred books 
 

Research will be 
conducted 
throughout the 
multi-genre project, 
mainly in the form 
of topic declaration 
and familiarization 
with multiple genres  

Frequent trips to 
school library; 
constant visits with 
research specialists 
(librarians, web techs) 

 
 

Listening and 
Speaking 

Book talks; listening 
to and discussion of 
various forms of 
personal storytelling 

Small and large 
group book talks; 
small group 
discussions of 
topic-related articles 

View a variety of 
forms of Romeo and 
Juliet and discuss 
similarities and 
differences; listen for 
and discussion of 
poetic elements in 
poetry and drama 

Literature circles 
(small groups) 
 

Engaged discussion of 
assigned and chosen 
texts; book talks 



Unit (Exhibit Room) My Story and Others’ 
Stories 

Perspectives in 
Literature 

Uncovering and 
Discovering Stories 

Seeing Ourselves in 
Literature 

 

Assessment Evidence 
(Value of Experience) 
(F) Formative 
Learning  
(C) Common to PLC 
(DC) District Common 

Personal Essay (C); 
In-Class Character 
Analysis essay (C); 
ISR book talk (DC) 

Media Analysis 
Essay (C); Choice 
Novel Profile Project 
(C) 

Poetry, Found Poems 
and Poetry Analysis 
(C); Passage analysis 
exam (C) 

Multi-Genre 
Research project 
(C); ISR letter (C) 

Expository Essay 
Benchmark (DC) 

 


