
  

English III AP Scope and Sequence  

Grading Period First Grading Period Second Grading 
Period 

Third Grading Period Fourth Grading 
Period 

Throughout the School 
Year 

Unit Title Rhetorical Analysis Persuasive Speech Research and The Things 
They Carried 

Research 
Project:Vietnam 
Virtual Wall 

 

Enduring 
Understandings for 
Transfer/Big Ideas 
Essential Questions 

● Frederick Douglass the 
Rhetorician 

● Writers use many tools 
(appeals, strategies) to 
create meaning and 
persuade their audience 

● “How can we read 
closely and critically to 
determine the author’s 
purpose and persuasive 
strategies?”  

 
● Speakers persuade 

audiences through a 
variety of appeals and 
rhetorical strategies 

● “How can we use 
language effectively to 
convey a message?”  

● Vietnam Research; 
TTTC 

● Primary and first-hand 
resources often provide 
the best material for 
research 

● “How can we conduct 
valid research into a 
topic?” 

● “How can we synthesize 
materials into a coherent 
persuasive argument?” 

 

● Vietnam Project 
● Explore multiple 

avenues of delivering 
information, engaging 
an audience and 
communicating a 
message clearly. 

● “How can we think 
creatively to deliver a 
particular message to 
groups with 
potentially different 
backgrounds/interest 
levels/beliefs or 
values?” 

Vocabulary 
AP Multiple Choice Practice 
AP Essay Practice 
Article of the Week-Current Event 
Awareness 
Process writing workshops 

Focus TEKS 
(R) Readiness 
(S) Supporting 
(P) Process 
(Pieces for exhibit) 

1(B) analyze textual context (within 
a sentence and in larger sections of 
text) to draw conclusions about the 
nuance in word meanings 

1(C) infer word meaning through the 
identification and analysis of analogies 
and other word relationships 
6 (A) analyze how rhetorical 
techniques (e.g., repetition, parallel 
structure, understatement, 
overstatement) in literary essays, true 
life adventures, and historically 
important speeches influence the 
reader, evoke emotions, and create 
meaning. 
27(B) make complex inferences about 
text and use textual evidence to support
understanding. 
8) (A) analyze how the style, tone, and 
diction of a text advance the author's 
purpose and perspective or stance. 
9(C)Make and defend subtle inferences 
and complex conclusions about the 

2(C) relate the main ideas found in a 
literary work to primary source 
documents from its historical and 
cultural setting. 
13 (A) plan a first draft by selecting 
the correct genre for conveying the 
intended meaning to multiple 
audiences, determining appropriate 
topics through a range of strategies 
(e.g., discussion, background 
reading, personal interests, 
interviews), and developing a thesis 
or controlling idea 
24(B) evaluate the clarity and 
coherence of a speaker's message 
and critique the impact of a speaker's 
diction and syntax on an audience. 

2(C) relate the main ideas found in a 
literary work to primary source 
documents from its historical and 
cultural setting. 
8 (A) analyze how the style, tone, and 
diction of a text advance the author's 
purpose and perspective or stance. 
9 (D) synthesize ideas and make 
logical connections (e.g., thematic 
links, author analyses) between and 
among multiple texts representing 
similar or different genres and 
technical sources and support those 
findings with textual evidence. 
27 (A) reflect on understanding to 
monitor comprehension (e. g., asking 
questions, summarizing and 
synthesizing, making connections, 
creating sensory images) 
13 (A) plan a first draft by selecting 
the correct genre for conveying the 
intended meaning to multiple 
audiences, determining appropriate 

15(D) produce a multimedia 
presentation (e.g., documentary, 
class newspaper, docudrama, 
infomercial, visual or textual 
parodies, theatrical production) with 
graphics, images, and sound that 
conveys a distinctive point of view 
and appeals to a specific audience 
20 (B) formulate a plan for 
engaging in in-depth research on a 
complex, multi-faceted topic. 
21 (A) follow the research plan to 
gather evidence from experts on the 
topic and texts written for informed 
audiences in the field, 
distinguishing between reliable and 
unreliable sources and avoiding 
over-reliance on one source; 
21(B) systematically organize 
relevant and accurate information 
to support central ideas, concepts, 
and themes, outline ideas into 
conceptual maps/timelines, and 

1 (A) determine the meaning of 
grade-level technical academic 
English words in multiple content 
areas (e.g., science, mathematics, 
social studies, the arts) derived from 
Latin, Greek, or other linguistic 
roots and affixes 

1(C) infer word meaning through the 
identification and analysis of analogies 
and other word relationships 
13(B) structure ideas in a sustained 
and persuasive way (e.g., using 
outlines, note taking, graphic 
organizers, lists) and develop drafts in 
timed and open-ended situations that 
include transitions and the rhetorical 
devices used to convey meaning 
13(C) revise drafts to improve style, 
word choice, figurative language, 
sentence variety, and subtlety of 
meaning after rethinking how well 
questions of purpose, audience, and 
genre have been addressed 



ideas in a text and their organizational 
patterns. 
10 (B) analyze historical and 
contemporary political debates for such 
logical fallacies as non-sequiturs, 
circular logic, and hasty generalization 
12(A) Evaluate how messages 
presented in media reflect social and 
cultural views in ways different from 
traditional texts 
15(A) Write an analytical essay of 
sufficient length 

topics through a range of strategies 
(e.g., discussion, background reading, 
personal interests, interviews), and 
developing a thesis or controlling idea; 
15((D) produce a multimedia 
presentation (e.g., documentary, class 
newspaper, docudrama, infomercial, 
visual or textual parodies, theatrical 
production) with graphics, images, and 
sound that conveys a distinctive point 
of view and appeals to a specific 
audience 

separate factual data from complex 
inferences; 
21(C) paraphrase, summarize, 
quote, and accurately cite all 
researched information according 
to a standard format (e.g., author, 
title, page number), differentiating 
among primary, secondary, and 
other sources. 

13(D) edit drafts for grammar, 
mechanics, and spelling; 
16 (A) a clear thesis or position based 
on logical reasons supported by precise 
and relevant evidence; 
17(B) use a variety of correctly 
structured sentences (e.g., compound, 
complex, compound-complex). 
18 (A) correctly and consistently use 
conventions of punctuation and 
capitalization. 
19 (A)spell correctly, including using 
various resources to determine and 
check correct spelling 
22(C) critique the research process at 
each step to implement changes as the 
need occurs and is identified. 
23(E) is of sufficient length and 
complexity to address the topic. 
 

Learning Targets 
(Connections and 
balance between 

reading and writing) 

AP learning targets: 
● Analyze and 

interpret samples of 
purposeful writing, 
identifying and 
explaining an 
author’s use of 
rhetorical strategies 

● Use effective 
rhetorical strategies 
and techniques 
when composing 

● Demonstrate 
understanding and 
control of Standard 
Written English as 
well as stylistic 
maturity in their own 
writing 

● Write for a variety of 
purposes 

● Converse and write 
reflectively about 
personal processes 
of composition 

AP learning targets: 
● Analyze images 

and other 
multimodal texts 
for rhetorical 
features 

● Use effective 
rhetorical 
strategies and 
techniques when 
composing 

● Write for a variety 
of purposes 

● Respond to 
different writing 
tasks according to 
their unique 
rhetorical and 
composition 
demands, and 
translate that 
rhetorical 
assessment into a 
plan for writing 

AP learning targets: 
● Evaluate and 

incorporate sources 
into researched 
arguments 

● Demonstrate 
understanding of 
the conventions of 
citing primary and 
secondary sources 

● Write for a variety 
of purposes 

 
 

AP learning targets: 
● Create and 

sustain original 
arguments based 
on information 
synthesized from 
readings, 
research, and/or 
personal 
observation and 
experience 

● Gain control over 
various reading 
and writing 
processes, with 
careful attention 
to inquiry 
(research), 
rhetorical 
analysis and 
synthesis of 
sources, drafting, 
revising/rereading
, editing, and 
review 

 



 ● Converse and 
write reflectively 
about personal 
processes of 
composition 

 
 

● Converse and 
write reflectively 
about personal 
processes of 
composition 

 
 

Assessment Evidence 
(Value of Experience) 
(F) Formative 
Learning  
(C) Common to PLC 
(DC) District Common 

(F) (C) AP Analysis 
timed writing 
(S) (C) Rhetorical 
analysis essay - 
Frederick Douglass 

(S) Deliberative 
speech  
(F) (C) AP Argument 
timed writing 

(S) Storyboard for 
Vietnam project 
(S) Research notes  
(F) (C) AP Synthesis 
timed writing 
(C) Micro research  
 

(S) Vietnam project 
(F) Practice timed 
writings and AP 
multiple choice 

(F) Vocabulary quizzes 
by unit 
(S) Vocabulary tests 
every 3 units 

 


