
  

English IV AP Scope and Sequence updated February 8, 2018 

Grading Period First Grading Period Second Grading 
Period 

Third Grading Period Fourth Grading 
Period 

Throughout the School 
Year 

Enduring 
Understandings for 
Transfer/Big Ideas 
Essential Questions 

Summer Reading; 
Personal Literary History; 
College essays and 
application 
 
How can I represent 
important parts of my life 
and personality through 
writing? 
 
What kind of reader am I? 
 
How have the books I've read 
informed my personality, 
attitudes, outlook, and 
philosophies on life? 
 
What gaps do I have in my 
reading experiences? 
 

Of Mice and Men; 
One Conversation 
 
How can I use critical 
lenses to understand a 
text? 
 
How can I develop what I 
notice about literature into 
thorough analysis? 
 
How can I examine 
challenging texts through 
multiple approaches and 
lenses? 
 
  
  
 

Hamlet 
 
What strategies can I use to 
understand difficult and 
challenging texts? 
 
How do we consider 
multiple aspects of a text 
and acknowledge the 
language and style of the 
writer? 
 
How can I participate in 
compelling, thoughtful 
discussions and continue 
conversations both orally 
and digitally? 
 
 

One Conversation II; 
AP Exam Work; 
What It Means essay 
 
How can I continue 
examining challenging 
text through multiple 
approaches and lenses? 
 
How can I apply the skills 
from the course into a 
timed test? 
 
What was the significance 
and impact of the reading 
and writing throughout the 
year?  
 
What matters in the skills I 
have learned and 
experiences I’ve had? 

Independent Reading; 
Poetry; 
Seminar discussions 
 
How can being part of a 
community of readers help 
me to challenge my 
independent reading? 
 
What emotions and aspects 
of the human condition can 
be interpreted from close 
reading of text? 
 
How do we have thoughtful, 
respectful discussions among 
peers from various 
backgrounds? 
 
How can I find a healthy fit 
for my post-high school 
experience? 

Focus TEKS 
(R) Readiness 
(S) Supporting 
(P) Process 
(Pieces for exhibit) 

14:  Writing/Literary Texts: 
Students write literary texts to 
express their ideas and feelings 
about real or imagined people or 
events, and ideas.  Students are 
expected to: A. write an engaging 
story with a well-developed conflict 
and resolution, a clear theme, 
complex and non-stereotypical 
characters, a range of literary 
strategies, devices to enhance the 
plot, and sensory details that define 
the mood or tone 
 

(C) relate the characters, setting, and 
theme of a literary work to the 
historical, social, and economic 
ideas of its time. 
 
5A) analyze how complex plot 
structures (e.g., subplots) and 
devices (e.g., foreshadowing, 
flashbacks, suspense) function and 
advance the action in a work of 
fiction; 
 
5B) analyze the moral dilemmas 
and quandaries presented in works 
of fiction as revealed by the 

1(B) analyze textual context (within 
a sentence and in larger sections of 
text) to distinguish between the 
denotative and connotative 
meanings of words; 
 

1(B)analyze textual context (within a 
sentence and in larger sections of text) 
to draw conclusions about the nuance 
in word meanings; 
 
2(B) compare and contrast the 
similarities and differences in classical 
plays with their modern day novel, 
play, or film versions; 

C) relate the characters, setting, and 
theme of a literary work to the 
historical, social, and economic 
ideas of its time. 
 
5A) analyze how complex plot 
structures (e.g., subplots) and 
devices (e.g., foreshadowing, 
flashbacks, suspense) function and 
advance the action in a work of 
fiction; 
 
5B) analyze the moral dilemmas 
and quandaries presented in works 
of fiction as revealed by the 

(3) (A) evaluate the changes in sound, 
form, figurative language, graphics, 
and dramatic structure in poetry across 
literary time periods. 
 
(7) (A) analyze how the author's 
patterns of imagery, literary allusions, 
and conceits reveal theme, set tone, 
and create meaning in metaphors, 
passages, and literary works 
 
5(B) analyze the moral dilemmas and 
quandaries presented in works of 
fiction as revealed by the underlying 



15B:  Write procedural and 
work-related documents that include 
(i) a clearly stated purpose combined 
with a well-supported viewpoint on 
the topic; (iii) relevant questions that 
engage readers and address their 
potential problems and 
misunderstandings; (v) appropriate 
organizational structures supported 
by facts and details 
 
13 (C) revise drafts to clarify 
meaning and achieve specific 
rhetorical purposes, consistency of 
tone, and logical organization by 
rearranging the words, sentences, 
and paragraphs to employ tropes 
(e.g., metaphors, similes, analogies, 
hyperbole, understatement, 
rhetorical questions, irony), schemes 
(e.g., parallelism, antithesis, inverted 
word order, repetition, reversed 
structures), and by adding 
transitional words and phrases;  
 

15(B) write procedural or work-related 
documents (e.g., résumés, proposals, 
college applications, operation 
manuals)  

underlying motivations and 
behaviors of the characters; 
 
7) (A) analyze how the author's 
patterns of imagery, literary 
allusions, and conceits reveal theme, 
set tone, and create meaning in 
metaphors, passages, and literary 
works. 
 
9(D) synthesize ideas and make 
logical connections (e.g., thematic 
links, author analysis) among 
multiple texts representing similar 
or different genres and technical 
sources and support those findings 
with textual evidence. 

(15) (A) write an analytical essay of 
sufficient length that includes: 
(i) effective introductory and 
concluding paragraphs and a variety 
of sentence structures; 
(ii) rhetorical devices, and 
transitions between paragraphs; 
(iii) a clear thesis statement or 
controlling idea; 
(iv) a clear organizational schema 
for conveying ideas; 
(v) relevant and substantial evidence 
and well-chosen details; 
vi) information on all relevant 
perspectives and consideration of 
the validity, reliability, and 
relevance of primary and secondary 
sources; 
(vii) an analysis of views and 
information that contradict the thesis 
statement and the evidence 
presented for it; 

 
2(C) relate the characters, setting, and 
theme of a literary work to the 
historical, social, and economic ideas 
of its time. 
 
5) (A) analyze how complex plot 
structures (e.g., subplots) and devices 
(e.g., foreshadowing, flashbacks, 
suspense) function and advance the 
action in a work of fiction; 
 
(7) (A) analyze how the author's 
patterns of imagery, literary allusions, 
and conceits reveal theme, set tone, 
and create meaning in metaphors, 
passages, and literary works. 
 
15) (A) write an analytical essay of 
sufficient length 
(i) effective introductory and 
concluding paragraphs and a variety 
of sentence structures; a clear thesis 
statement or controlling idea; a clear 
organizational schema for conveying 
ideas 
(ii) rhetorical devices and substantial 
evidence and well-chosen details 

underlying motivations and 
behaviors of the characters; 
 
7) (A) analyze how the author's 
patterns of imagery, literary 
allusions, and conceits reveal 
theme, set tone, and create meaning 
in metaphors, passages, and literary 
works. 
 
9(D) synthesize ideas and make 
logical connections (e.g., thematic 
links, author analysis) among 
multiple texts representing similar 
or different genres and technical 
sources and support those findings 
with textual evidence. 

 

motivations and behaviors of the 
characters; 
 
 

Topic 
Focus/Learning 

Targets (Connections 
and balance between 
reading and writing) 

Reflect on experiences 
 
Communicate importance 
and impact of experiences 
 
Write and revise drafts with 
particular attention to unique 
point of view and voice  

Respond to texts in an 
authentic way that 
incorporates both personal 
response and analysis 
 

Understand complex texts 
with cultural significance 

Respond to texts in an 
authentic way that 
incorporates both personal 
response and analysis 
Take ownership of 
learning via reflection  

Independent Reading: 
Developing a reading life 
that increases student 
comprehension, stamina, 
empathy, and a  life-long 
reading life.  
 



Reading Summer reading choice 
novel 
 

Of Mice and Men 
 
Historical artifacts from 
the great depression 
 
One Conversation novel of 
literary merit 

Hamlet and related materials Choice novel of literary 
merit 
 
AP test prompts 
 
 

Independent Reading: 
Ongoing independent choice 
reading both inside and 
outside of the classroom.  
 
Poetry Study: 
Ongoing full class, small 
group, and individual study 
of poetry across literary time 
periods 

Writing Essay revision approaches 
 
Writing conferences with 
peers in partners and small 
groups 
 
Writing conferences with 
teacher 
 

Works of analysis and 
personal response directed 
toward a specific audience  

Analytical reader responses 
 
Discussion forum with 
student-selected issues 

Reflection  
 
AP Test Practice Essays 

Independent Reading: 
Students keep track of goals, 
reflections, responses to 
literature 
  

Oral and Written 
Conventions 

Peer feedback and review Peer review Peer feedback and review 
Small group and whole class 
discussions 

  

Research  Of Mice and Men reading 
responses 
 
One Conversation 
historical context and 
author research 

Hamlet history and studies 
along with current events 
that connect thematically 

One Conversation 
historical context and 
author research 

 

 
 

Listening and 
Speaking 

 Small group and whole 
class discussions 

Small group and whole class 
discussions 

 
 

What’s on Your Mind 
discussions 
 
Socratic Seminars 

Assessment Evidence 
(Value of Experience) 

Summer Reading Novel 
Review 
 

Of Mice and Men Reader 
Responses 
 

Hamlet Reader Responses 
 
Group and class discussions 
(both spoken and written) 

One Conversation 
Benchmarks 
 
Multiple Choice Practice 

Reader’s/Writer’s Notebook: 
- Reading rates 
- Goals 



(F) Formative 
Learning  
(C) Common to PLC 
(DC) District Common 

Personal Literary History 
Assignment 
 
Independent Reading 
Content Response 
 
Independent Reading 
Reflection on Process 

One Conversation 
Benchmarks 

 
Timed Writes Practice 
 
End of Year Essay 

- Reflections on their 
progress 

- Response to 
individual books 

- Prewriting and 
planning for writing 
assignments 

- Response to texts 

 


