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On May 28, 2018, Grand Rapids 
Christian Schools celebrated 
the accomplishments of the 
268 graduates of Grand Rapids 
Christian High School. Graduates 
who are prepared to use their 
unique gifts to glorify God, pursue 
personal faith, and bring about 
shalom in the world. We celebrated 
their achievements and the learning 
that has taken place in classrooms, 
in the fine arts, and on the athletic 
fields. We said, “God be with you,” 
to 268 students, representing the 
ninety-eighth graduating class of 
GRCHS, who formed friendships in 
a community rooted in faith that will 
be forever cherished. 

Justin is one of those graduates. 
In addition to being a wonderful 
son and student, he demonstrates 
a passion for developing youth of 
all backgrounds through teaching 
leadership, coordinating volunteer 
service projects, and providing 
life lessons on civic duties and 
responsibilities. His passion led him 
to spearhead a partnership with the 
Grand Rapids Police Department in 
which teens and law enforcement 
officers came together for open 
and honest dialogue on how to 
meaningfully engage with one 
another.  

Justin is a bridge builder and 
seeker of justice. He embodies the 
qualities and Christian character of 
a Grand Rapids Christian graduate. 
Today, Justin looks forward to his 
college career at Loyola University 
Chicago and in engaging with 
a diverse range of people and 
ideologies, in thinking critically, 
and in living a life of discovery and 
wonder in God’s world. What an 
exciting future for Justin!
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Over the past year, our faculty and 
staff worked together to capture 
the values Grand Rapids Christian 
strives to instill in each student. Our 
resulting Portrait of a Graduate 
describes the seven hallmarks of a 
Grand Rapids Christian graduate. 
These hallmarks identify the 
attributes essential to prepare 
Christian young adults to face the 
challenges they will encounter in 
college, the workplace, at home, 
and in their communities. This 
year’s Annual Report outlines these 
attributes, provides examples of 
how our students develop them, 
and highlights how graduates, like 
Justin, put them into action.  

Join us as we celebrate the 
tangible ways in which students 
and graduates of Grand Rapids 
Christian Schools embody 
our mission.

Dear Friends:

Tom DeJonge
Superintendent
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At Grand Rapids Christian, our mission is to prepare students 
to be effective servants of Christ in contemporary society, and 
we take that calling seriously. Yes, we educate students at a 
high level. Yes, we coach them on the field, direct them on the 
stage, and travel with them around the world. Many schools do 
these things well. But what really makes a graduate of Grand 
Rapids Christian Schools unique?
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CULTURALLY COMPETENT
Prepared to engage with a diverse range of 

people and ideologies.

By using their unique gifts to glorify God, pursue personal 
faith, and bring about shalom in the world, graduates of 

Grand Rapids Christian Schools will be:

Portrait of a Graduate

COMMUNICATORS AND COLLABORATORS
Prepared to work in a team environment, 

articulate ideas, and consider multiple viewpoints.

JUSTICE SEEKERS
Prepared to actively pursue greater wholeness 

in the world by working for justice and practicing 
stewardship.

CREATIVE SOLUTION FINDERS
Prepared to identify issues, engage in critical 

thinking, and persistently work toward solutions.

THOUGHTFUL NEIGHBORS
Prepared to practice hospitality, compassion, 
service, and empathy for those around them.

LIFELONG EXPLORERS
Prepared to live a life of discovery and wonder 

in God’s world.

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST
Prepared to follow Christ with faithfulness, resilience, 

and humility in a broken but hopeful world.

4 5
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Each month, GRCMS recognizes eight “Eagles of the Month” —  one female and one male student at each 
grade level whose attitude and accomplishments have gone above-and-beyond to make positive contributions 
to the school community. “Eagles of the Month” was created by GRCMS Student Life Coordinator Rueben Riley 
as a way to promote positive student behavior and to recognize students who embody Christ’s calling to bring 
love and build community.

The students pictured were the 
first GRCMS Eagles of the Month 
in September 2017. Their teachers 
nominated them for a number of 
reasons, but it was overwhelmingly 
clear that each of them followed 
Christ’s example of humility, 
selflessness, and caring for others.  

Teachers noted that these students 
sought out others who needed a 
friend and actively included them, 
that they embraced working with 
peers and treated others with 
dignity and respect, and that they 
led by example in caring for the 
needs of others.

“We believe that recognizing 
students that model these 
five attributes is important for 
promoting a positive culture 
among our student body on the 
GRCMS campus. Students that 

are selected each month 
are by no means the 
only good examples 
around campus; at the 
same time, it is important 
to publicly recognize 
positive contributions 
to community,” says 
GRCMS Principal Eric 
Burgess. “Because our 
mission is to prepare 
effective servants of 
Christ, recognizing the 
Eagles of the Month 
allows us to show the 
student body that we 
value the attributes and 
highlight students that 
demonstrate faithfulness 
and humility in their 
consistent positive 
contributions to school.”

“EAGLE” of the month is an acronym 
representing the following five 
qualities and characteristics:

E

E

G

A

L

Engage and participate positively

Achieve academic success 
(do one’s best in class)

Grow in faith and
knowledge of God

Lead by example

Embrace and care for others

Eagles of the Month

Prepared to follow Christ 
with faithfulness, resilience, 
and humility in a broken but 
hopeful world.

6

2017–2018 GRCS Annual Report

7

The environmental program at Rockford Christian is a unique 
learning experience for 5th and 6th grade students that 
features a theme-based curriculum focused on environmental 
stewardship from a Christ-centered perspective.

While the GRCS Environmental Program is housed on Rockford 
Christian’s campus, students spend much of their time 
interacting with God’s creation throughout Cannon Township. 
They spend at least one day per week at Camp Roger, plus 
enjoy other exciting experiences throughout the year exploring 
places like AuSable Institute, Sleeping Bear Dunes National 
Lakeshore, GVSU research vessel, Frederik Meijer Gardens, 
Symbiosis Ranch, and many more.

Rockford Christian 
Environmental

ProgramPrepared to live 
a life of discovery 

and wonder in 
God’s world.



After graduating GRCS, many students choose to continue their traditional 
academic education by attending colleges and universities across the 
state and the country. Others, motivated by a passion for service and 
the desire for self-exploration, choose an alternative path that is quickly 
gaining popularity: the gap year.

Once considered just "a year off," gap years have evolved into intentional 
experiences that offer students an opportunity to serve, work, or learn, 
immersed in unique environments to which they would not have access 
if attending school full time. Often paired with national and international 
nonprofits, these gap years become structured pathways for immersive 
learning.

The Grand Rapids Christian High School counseling office devotes an 
entire program to alternative post-grad options, or the gap year. Director of 
Academic and Innovative Programs Nick DeKoster heads up the program 
and is an avid proponent of these nontraditional learning experiences.

"We love it because it's an opportunity for students to get off the 
educational treadmill and really take some time to invest in a worthwhile 
cause. The research shows the benefits are dramatic," he says. "They have 
a much better sense of their gifts and who they are, and when they do go 
to college they end up having higher GPAs, they change their major less, 
and they end up completing four-year degrees faster than their peers."
While some gap year students choose to work or travel, many choose 
a combination of both by serving abroad, engaging with populations 

Immersion in the Gap Year: 
Culture, Language, and Self-Exploration

We love it because it’s an opportunity for students 
to get off the educational treadmill and really take 
some time to invest in a worthwhile cause.

“
”
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marginalized by poverty, war, or famine. Partnering 
with programs like Americorps, the Peace Corps, 
City Year, and Youth With a Mission (YWAM), students 
take advantage of the opportunity to learn about and 
serve other cultures. "It's definitely a very real way our 
students are living out our mission," says DeKoster. 

Two GRCHS graduates, Brennan Persenaire-Hogeterp 
'18 and Laura Standel '18, recently embarked on 
such a program, partnering with Servant of Servants 
International (SOSI through Resonate Global Mission) 
and Kyrgyzstan International Universal College in a 
year-long English teaching program in Kyrgyzstan. 
When both alumni learned of the program through 
the GRCHS counseling office, "We just kind of dove 
in, and the more we looked at it the more interesting it 
became," says Brennan.

While Laura was excited at the prospect of learning 
Russian and Brennan became interested in 
international exploration, both saw the transformative 
opportunity of teaching English to students in Bishkek, 
the country's capital. The skill of communicating 
effectively in English will prepare the students they 
teach for future professional opportunities at home or 
abroad.

And though Laura and Brennan will not be conducting 
a direct ministry, they both see their teaching positions 
as an opportunity to share their faith through their 
actions. "We’re showing what it means to live for Christ 
and live as a Christian," says Laura.

Before leaving for Kyrgyzstan on July 12, both Laura 
and Brennan underwent three, eight-hour days of 
orientation involving lectures and activities covering 
topics like culture shock, food, and medicine, among 

others. They also attended a breakout session in which 
a former program participant shared his experience. 

Through these conversations, Laura and Brennan were 
able to better understand the culture of the school and 
appropriate teaching methods for the students and 
existing teachers. "That was really helpful because we 
don't want to step on the toes of the teachers that are 
already there," says Laura. "We want to make sure we 
are there supporting them rather than detracting from 
them."

Over the next year, Laura and Brennan seek to prepare 
for college by exploring another culture and, in turn, 
discovering themselves. "I would like to help people, 
and I think there is a great need internationally,” says 
Brennan. “I think that Kyrgyzstan will really help me find 
what that need is." 

"I'm really excited to learn and change and grow," 
says Laura. "All I know is how I was raised." Looking 
forward to learning about a different way of life and a 
new perspective, Laura wants to "See how much that 
changes me."

Laura and Brennan, as well as other students across 
the country who take a gap year over the next twelve 
months, will embark on a nontraditional learning 
experience that will enable them to learn more about 
themselves before continuing with their education. "It 
all goes back to having a deeper sense of their own 
gifts and their calling,” says DeKoster. "Stepping away 
from academics for a bit to do something worthwhile …
to figure out who they are."

8
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Prepared to engage with 
a diverse range of people 
and ideologies. 

–Nick DeKoster, 
Director of Academic and Innovative Programs
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Held the week after spring break, iXplore is the 
middle school’s version of Winterim, the high school’s 
immersive learning program held immediately 
following Christmas break. iXplore invites students 
to nontraditional learning experiences that promote 
a sense of discovery, creativity, curiosity, connection, 
reflection, and responsibility. Now in its seventh year, 
Tammy Baker, Library Media Specialist and iXplore 
teacher, says, “Service should be an essential part of 
each class,” and notes that most groups study and 
participate in service learning.

Baker in particular wrestles with teaching her 
students to be global citizens while encouraging 
them to be thoughtful neighbors to local people and 
organizations. “I want to do something where we 
focus on justice of some type,” says Baker. Having 
previously taught an iXplore course on global 
diversity and worked with local organizations like 
Lead2Feed, Baker decided this past year to focus 
specifically on food justice, partnering with Grand 
Rapids-based nonprofit Kids’ Food Basket.

“I enjoyed going to Kids’ Food Basket because it 
made me more aware of childhood hunger and 
made it seem real. It made me realize how much of a 
problem it is in Grand Rapids,” says iXplore student 
Madilyn Schouten. “It also made me realize that you 
don’t need to go to a far away place to find hunger; 
you just need to step out your front door. Going 
to Kids’ Food Basket also taught me that I can do 
something about that hunger to stop it.”

Throughout their studies and exploration, iXplore 
students also organized a coin challenge to raise 
money for Kids’ Food Basket. All classes worked 
competitively to raise the most money with coins 
while also decreasing their classmates’ scores with 

iXplore class examines 
local food equity with 
Kids' Food Basket

large bills. “We had so many coins that we couldn’t 
count them,” says Baker, who adds that the group 
even broke their electronic coin roller when counting 
the donated funds!

These donations will assist with the nonprofit’s 
planned expansion of a farm and processing center 
on Leonard, as well as the hopeful increase from 
3,000 to 6,000 lunches per day.

By partnering with Kids’ Food Basket and exploring 
other alternative produce-growing ventures like urban 
and hydroponic gardens, Baker’s students took time 
out of their regular academic schedules to explore 
food equity in the hopes of making an impact in this 
area in the future. Whether by directly raising money 
to impact food insecurity or learning about the ways 
to work to eliminate hunger in the future, the class 
impacted the students for years to come.

11

Team Time at the Evergreen Campus groups preschool through fifth 
grade students into multi-age gatherings that explore various aspects 
of each year’s school theme. Team activities include research projects, 
experiments, field trips, and much more. As the relationship between 
partners and teams grows, both the older and the younger students 
develop new skills related to topics explored, as well as critical 
understandings related to being part of a community working together.

Team Time

Prepared to 
practice hospitality, 

compassion, service, 
and empathy for 

those around them.

Prepared to identify 
issues, engage in 

critical thinking, and 
persistently work 
toward solutions.

GRCS Partnerships with Kids' Food Basket

GRCES students raise money 
throughout the school year with 

Service Learning Envelopes

Students volunteer to pack 
sack suppers throughout the 

school year

Frazier Cares 
Kids’ Food Basket Event with 

Kavon Frazier

Spanish Immersion students 
decorate Sack Suppers for 

Spanish-speaking children in 
the community
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“Forensics is the best thing you 
could get involved in during high 
school,” says Brian Karsten, Grand 
Rapids Christian High School 
teacher and forensics team coach. 
Forensics encompasses a variety of 
public speaking events, challenging 
students in research, writing, acting, 
and speech, as well as in teamwork, 
and producing competitive 
and articulate communicators 
and collaborators. Forensics is 
demanding and highly rewarding, 
and students on the GRCHS 
forensics team usually graduate 
with only one complaint: that they 
hadn’t joined the team sooner!

Performance and teamwork prepare students for 
life beyond the classroom

“The GRCHS forensics team 
has been around a long time,” 
says Karsten. Firmly rooted in 
the culture of GRCHS, forensics 
attracts a variety of students 
each January when the season 
kicks off after Winterim. Last 
year, the team was comprised of 
65 members from freshmen to 
seniors. Many students even begin 
their preparatory work in the fall, 
depending on their chosen events.

Two-year state finalist in sales — 
an event that requires the speaker 
to sell a product or service — 
Courtney Kuipers ‘19 reaped the 

many benefits of participation. 
“Through joining our forensics 
team, I have not only become a 
better public speaker but have 
also greatly enhanced my ability 
to write and think on my feet,” 
she says.

After participating in broadcasting, 
a limited-preparation event that 
only allows thirty minutes to create 
a five-minute broadcast — Tess 
Dekker ‘18 decided to try Oratory 
— an event that requires a ten-
minute persuasive speech on a 
topic of her choice. After switching, 
Tess says, “I absolutely fell in love!”

Forensics inspires thinkers: 

“I stuck with Oratory until my 
senior year, and that event was 
definitely my favorite,” adds Tess, 
who became the State Champion 
in her final season.

Regardless of their chosen events, 
team members receive feedback 
from a number of judges at each 
Saturday tournament. With this 
constructive criticism, “Students 
learn very quickly that the best 
thing to do is to seek out the 
negative critiques . . . the things 
that are going to help them,” 
says Karsten. And accepting this 
criticism with grace is “a huge skill 
that will help them later in life,” he 
adds. 

“Whether it be from a coach or 
a judge, forensics is all about 
receiving feedback and working 
towards bettering yourself,” says 
Courtney. “This translates into 
many other aspects of my life. 
Whether it be my school work or 
my job, I have learned that it is not 
as important to be perfect the first 
time, but it is more important to be 
able to take criticism, evaluate it, 
and work towards making yourself 
better.”

Forensics teaches many other 
skills as well, preparing students 
to articulate their opinions in 
a structured setting. “Being a 

member of the team has taught me 
to speak skillfully and articulately, 
giving me greater confidence 
in both myself and my abilities,” 
says Tess. “Forensics has gifted 
me with valuable life skills, such 
as the ability to stand up for 
what I believe in and thoughtfully 
participate in open dialogue, as 
well as several other practical 
talents.” She also notes that both 
the topics and the opponents 
opened her mind and changed her 
perspective.
 
“Throughout the past four years, 
I’ve been able to interact with 
individuals from different cultures, 
religions, and backgrounds, 
which has greatly expanded my 
worldview and introduced me to 
some of my closest friends,” she 
says.
 
Committed and highly competitive, 
GRCHS forensics students 
score high marks throughout 
the season. “Our team has 
continually been in the top 
five of the state,” says Karsten. 
“We’ve had a lot of success at the 
Michigan Interscholastic Forensics 
Association (MIFA) state finals,” he 
adds.
 
On top of the individual and 
team accomplishments and skills 
acquired, forensics team members 
find themselves in a community 
of thinkers, speakers, and actors, 
all working diligently to articulate 
their ideas and improve with each 
tournament. “Students love it,” 
says Karsten, who hopes to grow 
the team with students interested 
in improving their communication 
skills while collaborating with 
others in exhilarating competition. 
 
Adds Tess, “The forensics 
community is so uplifting, and I feel 
honored to have been a part of it.”

Whether it be from 
a coach or a judge, 
forensics is all about 
receiving feedback 
and working towards 
bettering yourself.

12
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Prepared to work in a team 
environment, articulate ideas, and 
consider multiple viewpoints.

–Courtney Kuipers ‘19
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Receiving notification via email 
that the school was abruptly 
shut down, Freshta immediately 
began seeking educational 
opportunities in the United 
States. Trying to find the best fit 
in a new location and school, she 
ultimately reconnected with her 
former teacher — Schuitema — 
on Facebook. Freshta was soon 
welcomed into Schuitema’s home 
in Grand Rapids.
 
"When I moved to Michigan, it 
was the closest place that felt 
like home," says Freshta. Making 
the decision to transfer to Grand 
Rapids Christian Schools for 
her senior year, Freshta felt an 

overwhelming welcome as she 
soon found herself immersed 
in church, community, and 
extracurricular activities.
 
"I think GRCS offered a lot more 
opportunities,” adds Schuitema, 
who guided and supported 
Freshta in everything from college 
applications to the forensics team 
to the Grand Rapids Initiative for 
Leaders. “It was really nice to 
see her be able to get into those 
activities and really branch out 
in a lot of ways with those extra 
curriculars."
 
“The opportunities and academics 
were the main reasons that drew 

The opportunities and academics 
were the main reasons that drew me 
there,” says Freshta. “The change 
was tough at first, but I found 
support within and out of school, 
and God paved the way for me.

“

”
me there,” says Freshta. “The 
change was tough at first, but I 
found support within and out of 
school, and God paved the way 
for me.”
 
Planning to study international 
relations, Freshta seeks to make a 
difference back home. "I still feel 
like God is calling me to go back 
home," she says. "I have to do 
something there . . . start or be a 
part of other people who are trying 
to bring change and improve the 
country."

2017–2018 GRCS Annual Report2017–2018 GRCS Annual Report
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From Kabul to 
Grand Rapids: 
Freshta Tori Jan finds home at school and abroad

When the International School of 
Kabul (ISK) in Afghanistan shut 
down suddenly in 2014, "I was 
shattered," says Freshta Tori Jan 
‘18. "I don't think I was breathing." 
Just fourteen years old at the 
time and attending the only male/
female mixed school in the entire 
city, Freshta frequently felt unsafe 
in an area commonly terrorized by 
the Taliban. 
 
Describing her family as highly 
progressive and frequently the 
victims of public attacks, Freshta 
knew that she would follow after 
her sisters in the educational 
journey outside of their home 
country. Eventually finding her 
way to the United States, to 

Michigan, and to Grand Rapids 
Christian Schools, Freshta 
recently graduated high school 
and is continuing her education 
at Calvin College. Having 
blossomed in a community that, 
to her, "Feels like home," and 
to have found a new home with 
former teacher and former Grand 
Rapidian Jan Schuitema, Freshta 
looks toward a bright future of 
making positive change.
 
"There were a lot of risks 
associated with ISK being 
there," says Schuitema, a Grand 
Rapids native who lived and 
taught in Chicago for over thirty 
years before moving abroad 
to Afghanistan to teach at ISK. 

Schuitema describes the school 
as a preparatory academy for 
attending college in the western 
world. Taught primarily in English 
with American teachers, Afghani 
youth learned language, culture, 
and academics necessary for life 
in North America or Europe. 
 
Schuitema and Freshta met when 
the latter was ten or eleven years 
old and Schuitema took over 
teaching her class during another 
teacher's maternity leave. Forming 
a lasting friendship, the two kept in 
touch via social media even after 
Schuitema had returned to the U.S. 
and while tensions increased 
in Kabul.  

Prepared to actively 
pursue greater 

wholeness in the 
world by working for 
justice and practicing 

stewardship.



LOOKING

Strengthen the Board of 
Trustees’ strategic role to ensure 
its leadership of the institution in 
order to advance Grand Rapids 
Christian Schools’ mission for 

future generations of students.

1

2

3 4

5
Ensure exemplary and aligned 

PS-12th grade Christian education 
across all schools that is taught 

by teachers who embrace 
mastery and productive Christian 

citizenship for all students.

Establish a Christian learning 
institution that is reflective of, 
demonstrates respect for, and 

is supportive of deepened 
relationships within Grand Rapids 

Christian Schools’ increasingly 
diverse student body and the 

broader community. 

Implement a comprehensive 
advancement model where 
admissions, development, 

marketing and communications, 
and database management work 

cohesively to advance Grand 
Rapids Christian Schools’ mission.

Ensure a business model for 
financial sustainability that 
supports the educational 

program and advances the 
mission of Grand Rapids 

Christian Schools.

The heart of the plan focuses on the 

improvement and enhancement of 

educational standards by ensuring a 

leading-edge curriculum, continuous 

personal and professional growth of 

our teachers and administrators, and 

a strong commitment to diversity 

and culture to further enhance the 

educational experience and promote 

Christ-like attitudes and actions. 

Tim Alles
Board of Trustees President

“

”

In August, the Board of Trustees approved 

the goals for the 2018-2022 Strategic Plan. 

These goals are the roadmap that will 

guide our work and ensure we remain 

focused on our mission to prepare students 

to be effective servants of Christ. They are 

the result of a careful look at what has been 

accomplished by those that came before us 

and what we desire to be going forward. 

Tom DeJonge
Superintendent

“

”

Grand Rapids Christian Schools
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FORWARD.. .
2018-2022 Strategic Plan
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Financial Highlights
Grand Rapids Christian Schools Operating Fund
We are honored to receive many forms of revenue to fund our educational and
co-curricular programs. Below are two charts showing the sources of this revenue,
and how these funds are utilized to ensure students achieve at high levels and
are equipped to be effective servants of Christ.

Tuition 81.5%

Instruction 54.7%

Charitable Resources 12%

Financial Aid 9.9%

Administration 12.2%

Operations and Maintenance 22.4%

REVENUE | $24,591,499

EXPENSES | $23,972,719

Other Revenue 6.5%

Fundraising 0.8%

Parents  
Churches and Others

Eagles Fund
GRCS Foundation
New 2 Shoppe

$2,365,174

$2,919,568

$5,381,762

$17,881,265
$2,171,093

$1,592,129

$13,109,664

$196,551

$1,645,512
$713,000
$588,500

2017–2018

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES

As of 6/30/2018 As of 6/30/2017

ASSETS

Investments at market value $16,284,941 $15,853,653

Pledges receivable $6,660 $300,750

Prepaid expense $320,130 $50,496

Cash surrender value of life insurance $216,994 $197,632

Total assets $16,828,725 $16,402,531

As of 6/30/2018 As of 6/30/2017

REVENUES AND GAINS/(LOSSES)

Bequests and gifts $616,246 $283,954

Investment income $380,738 $315,956

Gain/loss on sales of securities 

(realized and unrealized)
$983,454 $1,392,107

Change in value of life insurance $19,362 $26,039

Total revenues and gains/(losses) $1,999,800 $2,018,056

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

Liabilities

Accounts payable $187,952 $239,199

Charitable gift annuity liability $14,700 $16,384

Total liabilities $202,652 $255,583

Net Assets

Total net assets $16,626,073 $16,146,948

Total net assets and liabilities $16,828,725 $16,402,531

EXPENSES

Grants and financial aid authorized $1,059,192 $881,680

Special fund support $300,000 $500,000

Investment management fees $35,576 $83,529

Professional services $7,683 $7,698

Other services $118,224 $163,941

Total expenses $1,520,675 $1,636,848

Net income/(loss) $479,125 $381,208



Eagles Fund

Your annual fund gift provides immediate resources for financial aid and 
Student Support Services and maintains the Schools’ excellent academic and 
fine arts programs. 

Making an Impact
Students, teachers, parents, grandparents, alumni, and friends are all essential to the success of GRCS. Here 
are some ways you can make an impact. 

Making a multi-year pledge or designating 
an ongoing monthly or quarterly gift 
increases the impact of your giving 
considerably and provides ongoing 
support to a critical area of need.

Permanent Endowment

The Grand Rapids Christian School Foundation builds permanent endowment, 
now totaling nearly $17 million, to ensure the future of excellent, Christ-
centered education in Grand Rapids. For over 50 years, the Foundation has 
helped donors support the Schools by reducing the cost of tuition for all 
families, providing need-based financial aid, underwriting important academic 
programs, supporting teachers’ professional development, and sustaining 
facility maintenance. The Foundation accepts all forms of charitable giving, 
including current, planned, and estate gifts.

Giving Opportunity
On average, families that are awarded financial aid 
support receive $3,000 per student. Make a Christian 
education accessible to a deserving student through 
a partial, single, or multiple student award pledge. 

You can help ensure that students have the opportunity for a 
Christian education by making a gift in your will or estate plan. 
Supporting GRCS through a bequest is the easiest way to 
make an impact for years to come; simply name Grand Rapids 
Christian Schools as a beneficiary in your will. Sample wording 
to make your bequest is available by calling the Development 
Office at 616.574.6017. 

When you make a bequest to GRCS, you join the J. Herman Fles 
Society. This society was created in 2005 and is named after J. 
Herman Fles, who founded the Grand Rapids Christian School 
Foundation in 1965 and was its first donor and board president.  

Giving Opportunity
Establish an endowment fund during your lifetime or through your estate plan. Several 
options are available that provide current tax and estate planning benefits while helping you 
support GRCS. 
 
Options include: 

•	 Unrestricted Fund – An annual grant is made from your fund to the Schools in an area 
where financial resources are needed most. 

•	 Financial Aid Fund – An annual grant is made from your fund to a family that is unable 
to afford the full cost of tuition. 

•	 Field Of Interest Fund – An annual grant is made from your fund to the Schools in an 
academic area important to you, such as mathematics, science, or the fine arts. 

All gifts to GRCS are tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law.
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Questions?
Contact Lindsay Hart, Director of Advancement, 

at 616.574.6017 or lhart@grcs.org. 
 

All conversations will be 
considered confidential.

Giving Tip Giving Tip
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Preparing Students for 
the Next Step

Class of 2018 Advanced Placement
In 2017–2018, 347 students took 657 Advanced Placement 
Exams in 15 subject areas. Students earned at least one score 
of 3 or higher in 79% of AP exams. This far exceeds state and 
national averages of 65% and 61%, respectively. Over the last 5 
years, the number of students taking AP exams at GRCHS has 
increased by 66%.  
 
AP Scholar is granted to students who receive a 3 or higher on 
3 or more AP Exams. There were 40 GRCHS students with the 
AP Scholar recognition.  
 
AP Scholar with Honor is granted to students who receive 
an average score of at least 3.25 on all AP Exams taken, and 
scores of 3 or higher on 4 or more of these exams. 28 GRCHS 
students were recognized with this honor.
 
AP Scholar with Distinction is granted to students who receive 
an average score of at least 3.5 on all AP Exams taken, and 
scores of 3 or higher on 5 or more of these exams. 39 GRCHS 
students received this honor. 
 
National AP Scholar is granted to students in the US who 
receive an average score of at least 4 on all AP Exams taken, 
and scores of 4 or higher on 8 or more of these exams. 2 
GRCHS students were recognized with this honor. 

College Testing
ACT and SAT scores are one measure of college readiness. The average ACT Composite 
score for our senior class is 24.7, compared to the ACT state average of 24.1 and a national 
average of 21. The average SAT score was 1120, compared to the national average of 1060.

Average ACT Composite Scores Average SAT Scores

GRCHSGRCHS

National
Average

National
Average

State
Average

3.95+
GPA

83 out of 260 

seniors received 

highest honors – 

3.95 GPA 

or above

Earned over $2 

million in first-year 

merit-based 

scholarships

1,905 total hours of 

volunteer service by 

upperclassmen

1 National Merit 

Scholarship Finalist, 

9 National Merit 

Commended 

Students

2017–2018 GRCS Annual Report

2
4 2
5

2017–2018 GRCS Annual Report

Adrian College Albion College Alma College Aquinas College Auburn 

University Belmont University Bethel College-IN Butler University Calvin 

College Carthage College Columbia College Chicago Cornerstone University 

Davenport University DePaul University Duke University Ferris State University 

Fordham University Grand Canyon University Grand Rapids Community 

College Grand Valley State University Hope College Indiana Wesleyan 

University James Madison University Kendall College of Art and Design Laguna 

College of Art and Design Lake Superior State 

U n i v e r s i t y Messiah College Miami 

U n i v e r s i t y, O x f o r d 

Michigan State U n i v e r s i t y 

M i c h i g a n Technological 

University Mississippi State University 

North Park University Northern Michigan University Ohio 

Northern University Palm Beach Atlantic University Purdue University 

Rhodes State College Savannah College of Art and Design Seattle Pacific 

University Siena Heights University Smith College Spring Arbor University 

Trinity Christian College University of Colorado at Boulder University of 

Indianapolis University of Michigan University of Mississippi Valparaiso 

University Virginia Tech Western Michigan University Wheaton College IL

   
  

  

 

 
 

Class of 2018
236 graduates began attending college in 2018. 

These students will study in 23 states across the country. 
Congratulations to the Class of 2018!
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2017-2018 Donors
Grand Rapids Christian 
Schools gratefully 
acknowledges the gifts 
of its donors, whose 
contributions during the 
past year have provided 
significant support in 
advancing our mission.

A

603 Third Street LLC

A-1 36th Street Self Storage

Anonymous (28)

Tamer Abdelhak and Mona Elsayed

Mary and Bill Abel

Frank and Lena Abissi

Mark and Joanne Abolt

Ismael and Vanessa Abreu

Joel and Barbara Adams

Tom and Harriet Adams

Vince and Angela Adams

Ken and Mary Afman

Ajacs Die Sales Corporation

Martin and Linda Alberts

Lawrence and Lila Alkema Trust

Melissa and Andy Allen

Chuck and Gail Alles

Tim and Lisa Alles

Alles Law

Ron and Jodi Alvesteffer

Ruth and Sam Alward

Attallah and Mimi Amash

AmazonSmile Foundation

AMDG Architects Inc.

Teryila and Luper Amough

Chris and Carolyn Anderson

Jack and Lorraine Anderson

Samuel and Donna Anema

Mike and Candace Angell

Niecia Anjorin

Doug Apol

Henry Apol

Jim and Sharon Apol

Douglas and Marcie Apple

Applied Imaging

Rebecca and Arthur Armour

Marlan and Alida Arnoys

Jeff and Gretchen Asfour

Howard and Silvia Atsma

Jeremy Aungst and Erin Crison

Brad and Rachel Aupperlee

Ann Avey

Mariano and Kate Avila

Joanne Ayotte

B

Jim and Janet Baar

Marty Baas

Henry and Mindy Baatenburg

Glenn and Jennifer Bailey

Dan Baker and Marne Wittung-Baker

Dwight and Tammy Baker

Jacki Baker

Jill Baker

Rich and Fran Baker

Baker Book House

Kathy and Loran Bakker

Rich and Ann Bakker

Curt Balk

James H. Balk

Jim and Shirley Balk

Martin and Melissa Balk

Richard Ball

Brian and Rachel Bardolph

Dave and Mary Bardolph

Mark and Marilyn Bareman

Henry Barlow

Barnabas Foundation

Scott and Shelley Barnard

Henry and Ruth Baron

Dave and Betty Jo Bast

Philip and Shirley Battershall

Donald Battjes, Jr.

Gayla Batts

Mike and Kristin Batts

John and Ginny Baysore

Julie Bazuin

Beene Garter LLP

Les and Evie Beimers

Casey and Becky Bell

Michael and Julie Bemben

Matt and Erin Benander

Martin and Amanda Benckhuysen

GRCS provided me with personal, academic, and 
spiritual guidance that has helped me immensely 
in the next phase of my life. I'm very thankful for 
the teachers and friends that I met during my 
four years at the school.

“

”

Kim Benedict

Benefit Mobile Inc

Brad and Anna Bengtson

Dee Bennett

Joan Berends

Berends Hendricks Stuit Insurance 
Agency

Norma Berens

Matt and Shari Berger

Phil and Fay Berger

Marge Bergsma

Paul and Barbara Bergsma

Rachel Berkey

Bob and Linda Berkhof

Lou and Janis Berkhof

Joe and Verna Betten

Marlene Betten

Ron and Norma Betten

Betten Imports

Gregg and Rajene Betz

Betz Industries

Gordon Beute

Marc and Claudia Beversluis

John and Judy Bielema

Jim and Kathleen Bierens

Lyle and Dawn Bierma

Kevin and Ruth Billiau

Ken Bishop

Marge Bishop

Scott and Melissa Bishop

Mary Bjork

Tasha Blackmon

John and Diane Blakemore

Chris and Kristin Blanker

Ed and Carol Blankespoor

Jay Blankespoor and Elizabeth 
VanderHaagen

Kanika Bledsoe

Barb Bleiler

Bruce and Rachel Block

Ron and Mary Block

David Bloem

Jim and Diane Bloem

—Seth Billiau ‘17

Jordan Bloem

Matthew and Kristina Bloem

Michael and Sarah Bloem

Rachel Bloem

Timothy Bloem

Trudy Bloem

Blu House Properties

Tom and Norma Boehm

Chuck and Chris Boelkins

Jim and Barb Boelkins

Don and Alyce Boender

Eric and Stacey Boender

Chris and Dawn Boer

Henry and Dorothy Boer

William J. and Laurie Boer

Rog and Mary Boerema

Ben Boerkoel

Ted and Jan Boers

Bert Boersma

Drew and Julie Boersma

Harry and Helen Boersma

Henry and Louise Boersma

Rob and Sheri Boersma

Stan and Janna Boes

Bryan and Molly Boeve

Greg and Heidi Bol

Bob Bolt

David and Kim Bolt

John and Ruth Bolt

Mike and Carol Bolt

Nancy Bolt

Michael Bont

Helen Bonzelaar

Doug and Kathie Boogaart

John and Patty Boone

Joel and Leslie Boonstra

Bill and Bea Boorsma

Jim and Wendy BooydeGraaff

Elaine Borgman

Courtney Borgondy

Julie Borst

Larry and Jeanne Borst
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Current Gifts 

Methods of Giving

Cash, check, credit card, or 
electronic funds transfer. 
You can make a one-time gift or 
pledge your gift over a period of 
time. This is a very simple way to 
express your commitment to and 
support of GRCS. 

Stocks, bonds, mutual funds, or 
other securities. If you own stocks, 
bonds, mutual funds, or other 
securities, please consider using 
them to make your gift. Giving gifts 
of appreciated assets can provide 
you with maximum tax savings. 

There are many ways to express your support of GRCS. No matter how you make your gift or where you direct 
your support, it is needed and deeply appreciated.

Other types of gifts. GRCS is 
familiar with handling non-publicly 
traded securities, real estate, and 
other assets used in charitable 
giving. If you would like to make a 
special-type gift, we will be happy 
to help you do so. 

Planned and Deferred Gifts
Will or trust. 
The simplest way to make a gift is 
to name GRCS in your will or trust. 
Your gift becomes a part of the 
Schools’ permanent endowment. 

Beneficiary of your IRA, 401(k), 
403(b), life insurance, or other 
qualified plan. Designate GRCS 
as a beneficiary of your retirement 
plan or life insurance policy. Ask 
your professional for assistance 
or call the Development Office at 
616.574.6017. 

Charitable gift annuity. This is a 
popular way to receive income for 
life while making an immediate, 
significant gift to GRCS. For 
additional information, please 
contact the Development Office at 
616.574.6017.

Real estate. Make a gift of your 
home, land, vacation property, or 
business property and retain the 
use of the property for the rest of 
your life. 

Other. For additional information 
on how to provide a gift of any 
amount, please feel free to contact 
the Development Office at 
616.574.6017.

Support the EAGLES FUND at Black Tie Blue Jeans! 
Thursday, March 21, 2019	
DeVos Center for Arts and Worship
www.grcs.org/btbj	  
		     
Dress up, come in blue jeans, or a little bit of both! Come 
enjoy delicious food and fellowship, all while witnessing 
the impact of Grand Rapids Christian Schools.

Join the growing number of donors who support students and families through their gift to the EAGLES FUND!
Each and every gift given provides immediate resources that have a long-lasting impact on our students. When 
you give to the Eagles Fund, you are helping support the 650 students who are receiving financial aid from 
Grand Rapids Christian Schools and the 450 students who are receiving student support services, all while 
enhancing the educational experience for all of our students.
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Deborah Bos

Jack and Julie Bos

Jeffrey and Melissa Bos

Larry and Dawn Bos

Michael and Betty-Ann Boss

Jim and Angie Bosscher

Carl Bossenbroek

Carl and Elizabeth Botting

Herman and Angela Bouma

Bill and Karen Bouman

Peter and Annette Bourland

Doug and Chris Bouwer

Juke and Carolyn Bouwer

Terry and Darlene Bouwman

Tom and Sonia Bouwman

Brian and Sara Boven

Jeff and Patti Boyd

Jack and Carole Bradford

Paul and Marilyn Braman

Paul and Esther Brandt

Steve and Cheryl Brandt

John and Em Brashler

Bruce and Cathie Brasser

Tom and Vonda Brasser and Family

Don and Mary Bratt

Don and Norma Bratt

Ken and Laurel Bratt

Wally Bratt

Shaun and Amanda Bredeweg

Trent and Paula Bremer

Dale and Pam Breuker

Dan and Allison Breuker

Jim and Sharon Breuker

John and Becky Breuker

Ben and Kathryn Breuninger

Khary Bridgewater and Jennifer 
McCormick-Bridgewater

Dick and Sandi Brill

Mark and Jan Brinks

Ruth Brinks

Brian and Arrin Brisbane

Greg and Betsy Broene

Kevin and Stephanie Broene

Bruce and Diane Broersma

John and Bev Broersma

Annette Broodman

Rhys Brophy

Bruce and Shari Brouwer

Marcia Brouwer

Merrie Brouwer

Mike and Elizabeth Brouwers

Mark Brown and Carolyn Tassell-
Brown

George and Roze Bruins

Bill and Karen Bruinsma

Marilyn Brumels

Don and Sara Buchholz

Mary Lou Buck

Carol Buikema

Bob and Carol Buist

Don and Kelly Buist

Mary Buist

A. Dale Buist Family Foundation

Ross and Rita Buitendorp

Don and Barb Bultman

Pete Buma

Eric and Tracy Burgess

Brian and Shirley Burrows

Jim and Jan Bush

Jordan and Leah Bush

Nate and Emily Bush

Brad and Michelle Busscher

Carl and Emma Butenas

Ben and Kristen Buter

Tom and Gwen Buteyn

Jeff and Kristin Buursma

Gerald* and Peg Bykerk

Rick and Sue Bylsma

C

John and Mary Caddigan

Jim Cahill

Mia Cajita

Nicolas and Marlene Cajita

Tara Cajita

Sharon and Richard Caldwell

Calvin Christian Reformed Church

Mike and Steph Cardenas

Neil and LaVonne Carlson

Joel and Jan Carpenter

Mark and Annamarie Cassis

CDV5 Foundation

Celebration Cinema

Craig and Deborah Charles

Randy and Paula Chilcote

Wayne and Jamie Christenson

Christian Evangelical Foundation

Bob and Carol Christians

Derek and Lesley Christians

Harold and Hazel Christians

John and Shelly Christians

Frances Chyo

City National Rochdale LLC

Greg and Kate Clark

Jon and Carrie Clark

Greg and Linda Clarkin

Peter and Bev Clover

Chris and Beth Cok

Don and Janice Cok

Mike and Kathy Cok

Erika and Joshua Cole

Justin and Brittany Cole

Mike and Maggie Cole

Roger and Ruth Cole

Mayford and Rebecca Combs

Commerce Bank

Randy and Chris Commeret

Community Foundation of the 
Holland/Zeeland Area

Contemporary Family Dental

Chris and Sara Cook

Marlene Cook

Dale and Marcia Cooper

John and Sylvia Cooper

Bianca Corbins

Tripp and Kelli Corl

Cornucopia Family Foundation

Courtesy Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram

Kraig and Martha Couturier

Aaron and Sarah Crawford

Mark and Denese Crouch

Amy and Bob Crow

Trudy and Jeff Crowley

Nathan Crumback

Peter and Lindsay Cummings

D

Doug and Janice Daining

George and Linda Dalman

David Dalrymple

Beth Damon

Paul and Dawn Damon

BJ and Kelli Damstra

Randy Damstra and Julie Duisterhof

Sherrie Damstra

John and Cynthia Datema

Debra Davis

Emily Davis

Erica Davis

Quincy Davis

Xavier Davis

Jennifer Davis-Willis

Collin and Nicole Dawes

Tom and Heidi DeBlecourt

Michael DeBoe

Andrew and Camille DeBoer

Bruce DeBoer

Doug and Marge DeBoer

Estate of Gertrude (Willis) DeBoer

Jack and Jennifer DeBoer

Joy DeBoer

Mary DeBoer

Nick DeBoer

Richard and Janice DeBoer

Walt and Jesslyn DeBoer

Bob and Frances DeBruin

Clay and Brenda Decker

Carl deGraaf

June DeGraaf

Norm and Mary DeGraaf

Frank and Betty DeHaan

Harold and Tammy deHaan

Jake and Ruth DeHaan

Dan DeHoek and Marie Woodard

Bob and Mary Jo DeJong

Jim and Lois DeJong

Katie and Mark DeJong

Pearl DeJong

Sandee DeJong

Helen DeJonge

Jim and Suzanne DeJonge

Steven DeJonge

Theda DeJonge

Tom and Jacquie DeJonge

Nate and Samantha DeJong-
McCarron

Bob and Kris Dekker

Don Dekker

Harry and Judy Dekker

Jeff and Sara Dekker

Jim Dekker

Marilyn Dekker

Roger and Marcia DeKock

Bob and Vivian DeKoning

Ed and Barb DeKorte

Judy DeKorte

Dell

Grand Rapids Christian truly equipped me to be engaged 
at Northwestern University with a Christian worldview. 
I’m so thankful for the Christ-centered community that 
has done so much for me, and encouraged to hear that 
the work continues—what a special place!

–Tommy Doles ‘14

“

”

Bob and Deb DeMaagd

Dave and Alyssa DeMaagd

Don and Gloria DeMaagd

Harvey DeMaagd

Marilyn DeMeester

Joel and Anna DeMoor

Marlo DenBesten

Pat DenBesten

Jim DenBraber

Rob and Carole DenBraber

Ron and Alice denDulk

Becky Denham

Aric and Marie Dershem

Don and Ruth* DeRuiter

Phyllis DeSmit

Mary DeSmith

Aaron and Afton DeVos

Cheri DeVos

Dick and Betsy DeVos

Doug and Maria DeVos

Dick and Betsy DeVos Family 
Foundation

Douglas and Maria DeVos Foundation

Bob and Karen DeVries

Cal DeVries

Dale DeVries and Pernella Fowler

Doug DeVries

Herm and Joanne DeVries

Herm and Renée DeVries

John and Hilda DeVries

Ken and Vicki DeVries

Mike and Betsy DeVries

Nels and Vera DeVries

Paul and Diane DeVries

Paul and Marlene DeVries

Thomas D. DeVries

Tim DeVries

Tom and Christina DeVries

Brian and Sheryl DeWeerd

Kevin and Tammy DeWeerd

Vern and Linda DeWeerd

Robert Dewey and Jill Mulder

Bruce and Trudy DeWindt

Dave and Miki DeWindt

Galen DeYoung and Heather Francis

Jon and Heather DeYoung

Lorie and Chuck DeYoung

Paul and Pat DeYoung

Helen Dieleman

Steve and Beth Diepstra

Thomas Dietz

Karen Distelberg-Canniff

William and Marcia Dixon

Brandon and Megan Dodds

Jeff and Maggie Dodson

James W. Doezema

Jim and Joan Doezema

Katherine Doezema

Kip and Carrie Doezema

Doug and Judy Doornbos

Mark and Tami Doornbos

Mina and Gordon Dornbush

Wayne Dornbush

David and Stephanie Dorner

Lindsay Douglass

Ruth Dovekot

Doug and Shawn Doyle

Allison Dozeman

Sidney and Gladys Draayer

Mary Dracht

Don Dragt

Tom and Marilynn Draisma

Jeff and Nancy Droge

Carl and Karen Dufendach

Lorraine Dukes

David and Shari Duthler

Tom and Mary Duthler

Andy and Carrol Dykema

Marv and Jan Dykema

Sandi Dykema

John and Gwen Dykhouse

John Dykhouse, Jr.

Ken and Cheri Dykhouse

Betty Dykstra

Brent and Michele Dykstra

Marcy Dykstra

Marilyn Dykstra

Rich and Marion Dykstra

E

Eagle - TRIP

Bob and Sue Eames

Sue Edema

Eenhoorn, LLC

Gerrit and Arlene Egedy

Brian Ehlers

Jo Ehlers

Eikenhout Inc.

Aaron and Aimee Einfeld

Nancy Einfeld

Don and Christine Ekdom

Derek and Callae Elenbaas

Lois Elias

Gary and Jill Ellens

Grant and Barbara Ellsworth

Brett and Kristi Elzinga

Jack and Carol Elzinga

Joyce Elzinga

Brent and Nickie Enders

Jack and Sharon Eriks

Jean Essila

Ted and Barb Etheridge

Neva Evenhouse

Chuck and Charlene Ezinga

Ron and Anne Ezinga

F

Brian and Marty Faasse

Markus and Carol Faasse

Bonnie Faber

Nella Faber

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company 
of Michigan

Laura Farrell

Wes and Mary Febus

Ben Feng and Cong Liu

Harold Feringa

Marlin Feyen and Ruth Posthumus

Paul and Lindy Feyen

Feyen Zylstra, LLC

Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund

Fifth Third Bank

Fifth Third Foundation

Francis and Janice Fike

Scott and Vickie Fischer

Jon and Nancy Fitzgerald
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Crystal Fles

N. Lucile Fles Charitable Lead Trust

Jim and Joan Fleser

Jason and Patricia Flier

David and Chawntele Flowers

Jan and Jerry Fondse

Gary and Jennifer Fox

Tom and Mickie Fox Family

Katie and Bob Fraumann

Ray Frederick

Arija Freide

Kent and Betsy Frens

Roger and Carolyn Frens

Jim and Linda Fridsma

Friends of Grand Rapids Christian 
Schools

Ken and Bette Frieswyk

Duane Fritz, Sr.

Larry and Norma Fryling

Lou Fuller

G

Harold and Sara Gee

Rick Geerdes

Bob and Jane Genzink

Chip and Tracy George

Larry and Mary Gerbens

Gerber Foundation

Linda Gerren

Adrian and Elizabeth Gerritsen

Dave and Nance Gezon

Jack and Kathy Gezon

Charles and Pam Giles

Liz Gingg

Ross and Terry Glass

Karen Godines

Brett and Kristie Gortsema

Carol Gossel

Jim and Lora Grabow

Grace Christian Reformed Church

Grand Haven Area Community 
Foundation

Marilyn Grant

Mike and Katie Grant

Martin and Kathy Grasmeyer

Alton Greenfield

Jeff and Sarah Greenfield

Cal and Sharon Greenwood

Gary and Betsy Greer

Morris and Alice Greidanus

Nelson and Nancy Greidanus

Dave and Brecken Grieve

Carol Griffioen

Don and Martheen Griffioen

John and Sue Griffioen

Rog and Sue Griffioen

John and Janna Grimberg

Bill Gritter

Dave and Linda Gritter

Ken and Martha Gritter

George and Emily Grix

Steve and Grada Groen

Larry and Carolyn Groendyk

Jay and Barb Groendyke

Carroll and Lois Groenenboom

Don and Lynn Groenleer

Nick and Kae Groenleer

Carl and Sandy Gronsman

David and Marianne Grooters

Doug and Pat Guikema

John and Mayda Gunnell

Dean and Jenifer Gunnink

H

H&L Advantage Inc.

Ken and Lois Haagsma

Jon and Brenda Haaksma

Stan and Holly Haan

Mike and Pat Haines

Barbara Hale

Lois and Jim Hale

Mark and Jodi Hall

Scott and Stephanie Hall

Chris and Cathy Hallenbeck

Bob and Pat Hamilton

Joshua and Kate Hanenburg

Stephen and Lauri Hanenburg

La Hang and Huong Tang

Bob Hansen

Joette Hansen

Shane and Ann Hansen

David and Maureen Hansma

Eric and Elizabeth Hanson

Jim and Terri Hanson

Zeets and Verna Harkema

Dan and Sara Harlow

Beverly Harmon

Elaine Harper

Bob and Patti Harris

Carol Harris

Gerald Harris

Harrison Gray Search & Consulting

Brian and Lindsay Hart

Jim and Wilma Hart

Art and Betsy Hasse

Dale and Patricia Haveman

Dan and Sue Haveman

Jim and Barb Haveman

James and Catherine Haveman 
Family Foundation

Bill and Marybeth Haverkamp

Brad and Cindy Haverkamp

Barbara Haviland

Donald and Inez Hawes

Del and Susan Hawkins

Patricia Hazenberg

Heart of West Michigan United Way

Mike and Missi Heemstra

Jason and Esther Heerema

Jan Heerspink

Dewey Heetderks, Jr.

Blair Heethuis and Lisa Smith

Ken and Gail Heffner

Nicholas and Audrey Heinz

Brandon and Kim Helder

Barb Helmus

Lawrence J. and Clarice L. 
Hendrickson Trust

Tom and Gwen Hendrikse

Heneveld Industrial Group, LLC

Bob and Janice Hennink

Angel and Gabriela Hernandez

Ric and Connie Hernandez

Gerard Herrema

Ken and Arlene Herweyer

Paul and Rose Heule

Sarah Heynen

Bruce Heys and Linda Miller-Heys

Kyle Heys and Rebecca Jordan Heys

John Hibma

Higher Ground Rock Climbing Centre

Marty and Jan Hilbrands

Will and Jan Hilbrands

Kent and Kim Hildebrand

Jonathan and Cinthia Hill

Debbie Hillert

Kayle and Angie Hinkle

Kayle and June Hinkle

Doug Hoek

Henry J. and Caroline Hoeks

Bob and Brenda Hoeksema

Brian and Christine Hoeksema

Ed and Lois Hoeksema

Marc and Chris Hoeksema

Minie and Ron Hoeksema

Ron and Lyn Hoeksema

Tom and Mary Hoeksema

William and Angela Hoeksema

Dan and Erinn Hoekstra

Jay and Laura Hoekstra

Joady Hoekstra

Joel and Greta Hoekstra

John and Terri Hoekstra

Mark and Sue Hoekstra

Phil and Sharon Hoekstra

Steve and Paula Hoekzema

Ken and Janice Hoexum

Ed and Virginia Hoezee

Kurt and Katy Hoffman

Dorothy Hofman

Ken and Sandy Hofman

Leonard Hofman

Ron and Heidi Hofman

Henry and Eileen Hofstra

Kay Hoitenga

Jesse Holcomb and Hillary Scholten

Jim and Ruth Holkeboer

Mart and Mary Hollebeek

Dave and Lois Hollemans

LaRissa Hollingsworth

Harland Holman and Kira Sieplinga

Tom and Joanne Holman

Paul and Teresa Holtrop

Phil and Marie Holtrop

Ryan and Trudy Holtz

Charles and Jeanne Holwerda

Jim and Cindy Holwerda

Laurie Holwerda

Holwerda-Snoap Sporting Goods

Joshua and Karyn Honig

Marjorie Hoogeboom

Carol and David Hoogerhyde

Lavina Hoogeveen

John Hoogland

Richard Hoolsema

Hope Network

Roy Hopp and Nancy Meyer

Tim and Christine Horner

Mike and Asuka Horrigan

Stan and Mary Houck

Elaine and Michael Houle

Bob and Donna Houskamp

Dick and Alyce Houskamp

David Howard and Eve Ricketts

Ryan and Jennifer Howe

Chuck and Dana Hoyt

Denise Hoyt

Ed and Donna Huber

Dan and Melisa Hubka

Mary Hudson

Beryl and Marti Hugen

Ben and Laura Huisman

J. C. and Tammy Huizenga

Jack Huizenga

Marian Huizenga

Phil and Marie Huizenga

Alan and Elly Hulst

Ronald and Lavonne Hulst

Tim and Susie Hulst

Henry Hunderman

Jeffrey and Neva Hundley

Hungerford Nichols CPAs & Advisors

Brian and Mayra Huyser

Abe Huyser Honig and Cinthya 
Turcios Villalta

Steve and Joan Huyser-Honig

I

Terry Idema

Taurean and Latoya Inge

Greg and Amy Ingersoll

InnoGroup Foundation

Chuck Ippel and Sheri Triezenberg-
Ippel

Lester Ippel

Phil and Jane Ippel

Tim and Linda Ippel

Bob and Paulette Israels

David and Stephanie Israels

Russ and Julie Iwema

J

J Peterson Homes LLC

Mike Jabara

Jeff Jackson and Rhonda Mejeur

Kelly Jackson

Steven and Patricia Jackson

Dorothy Jacobsen

Nancy Jaeger

Doug and Deb Jager

Tom and Margaret Jager

Jager’s Chicken Out Catering

Maraja and Ron James

Marvis and Brenda James

Chad and Jenna Jansen

Phil Jansma

George and Nancy Jasperse

Greg and Carol Jeltema

Jeff and Linda Jeltema

Bob and Macky Johnson

Ty Johnson

Paul and Sue Johnston

Mary Jolman-Davis and Howard 
Davis

Dwight and Kristy Jones

Joe and Jessie Jones

Ray and Julie Jorgensen

Richard Josten

Peter and Sharlene Jouwstra

K

Adam and Beth Kail

Carl and Jeanie Kammeraad

Gordon and Ruth Kamps

Bill Kamstra

Mary Kapteyn

Ray and Ann Kapteyn

Marc and Heather Karel

Marilyn Karel

Ron and Pris Karelse

James and Andrea Karsten

Ken and Sharon Karsten

Corrine Kass

Gordon and Christie Kauffman

Wendell and Amy Kauffman

Linda Keegstra

John and Elaine Keeley

Bob and Linda Keizer

Kevin and Debra Keller

Lee and Carole Kennett

Kentwood Office Furniture

Brad and Gayl Kessel

Chad and Kellie Kettner

Harvey Kiekover

Ruth Kiel

Buzz and Cathlene Kikkert

Whitt and Megan Kilburn

Bob and Kae Kingma

Will and Mary Kingma

Joel and Kara Kits

Ken and Yogi Kits

Larry and Ardy Klaasen

Bruce and June Klanderman

Christopher and Jane Klein

John and Donna Klein

Mary Kleinheksel

Dave and Mary Kline

Robert L. and Mary J. Kloostra

Holly Knapp

Adam and Cheryl Knobeloch

Arie and Pat Knoester

Mary Knoester

Knol the Painter

Jack and Sherry Knott

John and Norma Knox

Jack and Joyce Koeman

James and Allyson Koeman

Dave and Marla Koetje

Gord Koetje

Nate and Stacey Koetje

Jim and Barb Kok

Jon and Becky Kok

Pete and Evonne Kok

George Koldenhoven

Gord and Marge Konyndyk

Rog and Irene Konyndyk

John and Cathy Konynenbelt

Craig and Lynnette Kooienga

Cal and Ellen Kooistra

Jared and Betsy Kooistra

Sandra Kooistra

Scott and Sue Kooistra

Kool Automotive Group

James and Tamela Koop

Dean Koopman

Barry and Delianne Koops

Jeannie Koops-Elson

Michael and Trudy Kooy

Bill and Carole Korfker

John and Bekah Kormash

Ed and Amy Kornoelje

Eric and Andrea Kort

Matthew and Andrea Kortenhoven

James and Pamela Koskovich

Dave and Laura Koster

Dick and Flo Koster

Jerry and Esther Koster

Neil and Gwen Kraay

Randy and Sue Kreuzer

Ned and Carol Kriekard

Mark and Janet Krommendyk

Preston and Carol Krommendyk

Dan and Wendy Kroon

Brian and Tara Krosschell

Jim and Lorna Krosschell

Richard and Janet Krosschell

Scott and Heidi Krosschell

Harvey and Karen Kruithof

Dale and Esther Kuiper

Jamie and Becky Kuiper

John and Gerry Kuiper

John and Katie Kuiper

Tim and Claudia Kuiper

Florence Kuipers

Don and Maria Kuitula

Mike and LeRae Kuperus

Arthur and Kathy Kurtze
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L

Tom and Kathy Laarman

Kayley LaFontaine

David and Melissa LaGrand

Virginia LaGrand

Bryan and Christina Lake

Jack Laman

Ardene Lambers

Harry and Adria Lambers

Bob and Nancy Lamberts

Bill and Della Landheer

Kate Landheer

Wayne and Pat Langeland

Karla Laninga

Nicholas and Sharon Lanning

Ray and Jeannine Lanning

Dean and Becky Lantinga

Bill and Peggy LaPenna

Bob and Carol Lautenbach

Dan and Helen Lautenbach

Emily Lautenbach

Matt Lautenbach

Tom and Sheila Lautenbach

The Law Offices of David L. Carrier, 
P.C.

Dave and Faith Lawson

Helen and Sang Lee

Sooncheol and Hyun Hee Lee

Won and Eun Lee

Arie and Boukje Leegwater

John and Holli Leegwater

Leisure Living Management, Inc.

Dan and Jodi Leja

Bob and Renee Leonard

Bill and Di Leser

Harry and Judy Lew

Duff and Peggy Lewis

Josh and Abby Lewis

Tim and Francene Lewis

Jay and Dianne Liggins

Eric and Dora Lindgren

Jill Linman

Ken and Ruth Lobbes

Marilyn Lobbes

Tim and Kim Long

John and Adrianna Lont

Kurt and Carrie Loosenort

Betty Lotterman

Amy Lourie

Jason and Kelly Lovell

Phil and Carolyn Lucasse

David and Rene’ Ludema

Gary and Vicky Ludema

Fred and Barb Lummen

Tim and Tess Lundgren

Larry and Cindy Lyons

M

Macatawa Bank

Mike and Gabby Maggio

Mark and Monica Maier

Devon Mann

Bill Manns and India Manns

Mary Mapes

DJ and Jenny Marsh

Marilyn Marsh

Marsh & McLennan Companies

Anthony Martin and Tracy Smith-
Martin

Charlene Martin

James and Cassie Martin

Bret Mason

Dwayne and Debbie Masselink

Harley and Carol Masselink

Masselink Brothers Trucking Service 
Inc

Bob and Brenda Mast

Noel and Sharon Matthews

Roger May and Tanya Powell-May

James and Jayne Mayer

Kevin and Katrina McCarron

Paul McCarthy

Renee McCaul

Cliff and Martha McClendon

Grace McCuan

Seth McDonald and Kristine Johnson

Scott and Amber McKnight

Katen McMahan

Dave McMillan

Dale and Martha McNinch

Tom and Janice McWhertor

Philippe and Joanna Medawar

Jim Medendorp

Mark and Mary Meekhof

Milton and Bernice Meekhof

Nancy Meekhof

Priscilla Meeuwenberg and Matt 
Postema

Edward and Sherry Meeuwsen

Mike and Susan Meeuwsen

The Meeuwsen Group at Morgan 
Stanley Wealth Management

Dan and Melissa Meindertsma

Don Meinke

Todd and Pam Menkveld

Clarence and Irene Menninga

Alli Menninger

Charles and Hope Menninger

Karl Menninger

Cele Mereness

Larry and Ruth Meringa

Carlos and Mona Merritt

Jeff Merritt and Karla Marks

Metro Health

Del and Mary Meulenberg

Helen Meulink

Casey and Ruth Meyer 

Chris and Alison Meyer

Judith Meyer

Patrick and Carol Meyer

Ron and Jill Meyer

Carole Meyering

Corey and Tamie Michael

Miller Johnson, Attorneys & 
Counselors

Bill and Pat Mills

Tom and Sondra Minnema

Brad and Meredith Mockabee

Tom and Carla Mockabee

Tim and Fran Mohney

Dan and Julie Molenbeek

John Mondi and Loice Minito

George and Ellie Monsma

Dave and Kim Moorhead

Wesley and Artina Morgan

Morgan Stanley Global Impact 
Funding Trust Inc.

Geraldine Morgan-Maze

Randy and Cindy Morris

Jeff and Jeanette Morrison

Jack Morsink

Mary Mouw

Bill and Cathy Muir

Estate of Bruce E. Mulder

Cray Mulder

Curt and Katie Mulder

Jim and Marilyn Mulder

Ken and Carol Mulder

Kevin and Jennie Mulder

Lois Mulder

Jamie and Mary Muller

Wayne and Cynthia Muller

Bruce and Cheryl Murray

Merle and Betty Mustert

Craig and Patti Mutch

N

Nancy Naber

Doug and Lois Nagel

Linda Nagel

Jerry Nagelkirk

Cynthia and Tom Nanninga

Sepa Nashale and Kaluhya 
Esperance

National Christian Foundation West 
Michigan

Richard and Wendy Natte

Bruce and Susan Neckers

Craig and Joan Neckers

Joel and Kim Neckers

Scott Neckers

Todd and Kate Neckers

Khan and Liza Nedd

Bob and Dawn Nederveld

Gary and Pat Nederveld

Lester and Toni Nederveld

Denny and Julia Nelson

Michael and Tricia Nelson

Bob and Norma Niemeyer

Luke and Janine Nieuwenhuis

Sandy Nieuwenhuis

Tom and Marcia Nobel

BJ and Jackie Noordewier

David and Rosie Noordhoek

Mildred Noordyke

Rick and Diane Noorman

Vic and Susan Norman

Dale and Michelle Norquist

Norris, Perné & French LLP

Peter and Laurel Northouse

Northwestern Mutual Foundation

Donna Nyenhuis

Jacob and Leona Nyenhuis

Terry and Tress Nyenhuis

Dave and Judi Nykamp

Michael and Kaylyn Nykamp

Tom and Tracy Nykamp

O

Dan and Kristin O’Callaghan

John and Judy O’Connor

Brent and Sarah Olthof

Dorothy Ondersma

Karl and Deb Ondersma

Dick and Pat Oostenink

Marilyn Oosterbaan

Ken and Jan Oosterhouse

Doug and Courtenay Oosterman

Mike Oosterman

Rog and Lois Oppenhuizen

Joan Opthoff

Thomas and Eve O’Rourke

Janice Oshinski

Daniel and Lisa Osterbaan

Bret and Lorraine Otte

Robert and Judy Otte

George and Jennyrae Ottenhoff

Jim and Lynne Overbeck

Chris and Greta Overvoorde

Ted and Jodi Oviatt

P

Marlene Paauwe

Nellie and Frank Padilla

Tendeka Palmer

Gregory and Betsy Parolini

Orville and Alice Pasma

Loutisha Patterson

LeMark and Rulesha Payne

John Pease

Shawn and Noelle Pedersen

Nate and Shane Pegman

Bob and Helen Penning

Jen Penning

Steve and Judy Penning

Susan Penning

David and Joanne Peterson

Jim and Mary Peterson

Mark Peterson

Ruth Peterson

Janis Petrini

Stuart and Erin Pettijohn

Bill and Joan Pettinga

Pfizer Foundation

Penny and Ray Phares

Steve and Ronda Pifer

Bill and Lori Pink

Al and Kathy Plantinga

Harry and Pam Plantinga

Nate and Briar Plantinga

Neal and Kathleen Plantinga

Aaron and Rebekah Plattner

Jerry and Linda Platz

Jeff and Sue Pluymert

Bob and Sheryll Poel

Brad and Lisa Poel

Dave and Mariel Poel

Dr. Larry Poel

Norm and Lu Poel

—Madeline Buitendorp ‘18

Grand Rapids Christian Schools 
taught me to see the world through 
the lens of Christianity.  Beyond 
that, the staff—from my advisor 
and teachers to the custodians and 
food service workers—invested time 
and attention in me, teaching me 
firsthand how to make a difference. 
I’m grateful to be a graduate of 
Grand Rapids Christian.

“

”

Rob and Lucinda Poel

Allen and Leslie Pontarelli

Richard and Marcia Poolman

Doug and Anne Poortenga

Richard Poppe

Chuck and Karyn Porter

Arden Post

Dan and Jackie Post

Harold Postma

Jim and Janet Postma

Josh and Becki Postma

Ron and Sally Postma

Jon and Gwen Pott

Joel and Michelle Potter

Brianna Powell

Richard and Helen Powell

Marlowe Pranger and Melvina 
VanderLinde

Kimberly Price

Jim and Kim Primus

John and Brenda Primus

John and June Primus

Glenn and Audrey Prince

Tom and Laura Prince

Dale and Sue Prins

Henry and Idamae Prins

Richard Prins and Connie Steensma

Pro Grass LLC

Dirk and Liesl Pruis

Todd and Marie Pryor

Rinard Pugh and Ebony Gonzalez-

Pugh

George and Norma Purvis

Yvonne Pylman

Jim and Charlotte Pyp

Jack and Marcie Pyper

Q

Kurt and Teresa Quiggle

Brian and Kristy Quist

Donna Quist

Greg Quist

MaryJeanne Quist

R

Mark and Karla Radius

Joan and Mike Ranney

Gary Raterink

Jim and Tammy Raterink

Steve and Alyssa Raterink

Jim and Jayne Rauwerda

Graham and Rachel Rayburn

Bill and Allison Reiffer

Bob and Deb Reitsma

Ray and Tami Reitsma

Renaissance Charitable Foundation 
Inc.

Jeff and Jessie Renz

Bill and Jo Reus

Mary and Seong Kwan Rhee

Don and Lorri Rhoda

Josh and Sarah Rich

Diane and Clyde Richardson
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Kathryn Richert

Will and Lydia Richert

Ed and Gen Riekena

Wayne and Marilyn Rietberg

Jeffrey and Jayme Rietman

Roger and Linda Riewald

Jana and Kurt Rigterink

Al and Wilma Ritsema

Bob and Barb Ritsema

Cheryl Ritsema

Ken and Amy Ritsema

Rob and Lisa Ritsema

Bob Ritzema

Norrine Rivers

RLV Homes LLC

Barth and Denise Roberts

Josh Roberts and Angelica Rodriguez

Luke and Andrea Robinson

Rockford Construction

Bob Rodenhouse, Jr.

Shannon and Cheryl Rodriguez

Sid and Nancy Roersma

Kevin and Terri Roosien

Denny and Judy Rooy

Henrietta Rooy

John and Deb Rose

Dave and Karli Ross

Michelle and Bruce Roth

Annamae Rotman

Randy and Dee Rottschafer

Gerry and Liz Rozeboom

Dave and April Rozelle

Sheryl Rozendal

Doug and Carolyn Rubingh

Steve and Amy Ruis

Joel and Kathy Ruiter

Loren Rupke

Gilbert and Melynda Rushlau

Ed and Julie Rusticus

Paul and Sheila Ryan

Rylee’s Ace Hardware

Perrin and Alanna Rynders

Dave and Nancy Ryskamp

S

S.A. Morman & Company

Stephen and Kelly Sadowski

Richard Safar and Jude Bergsma

Dennis and Shirley Santo

Eleanor Sarafis

William Saxton and Barbara Karenko-
Saxton

Timothy and Krista Schaafsma

Marcia and Rich Schaap

Wayne and Donna Schaap

Timothy and Kaori Schau

Mike and Laura Schellenboom

Henry and Amy Schenkel

Bob and Mary Jo Schierbeek

Greg and Betsy Schierbeek

Henry and Dorothy Schierbeek

Lisa Schmidt

David Scholl and Christy Ingle

Dave and Heather Scholma

Kevin and Judy Scholten

Herman and Esther Scholtens

Ruth Schoon

Joyce Schouten

Jeffrey and Lisa Schra

Jacob and Julie Schrock

Adam and Maggie Schroer

Kim and Susie Schrotenboer

Doug and Brenda Schueller

Jason and Lisa Schueller

Dale and Norma Schuitema

Mary Schultze

Quentin and Barbara Schultze

Paul and Jane Schut

William and Nancy Schwab

Schwab Charitable

Jim and Cheryl Scott

Patrick and Rachel Scott

Larry and Faith Segaar

Mike and Rachael Segard

Robb and Lesley Selfe

Charlie and Valerie Selmon

Don and Barb Setsma

Matt and Allison Sevensma

Jim and Marsha Shade

Christine Sharda

Joan K. Sharda

Martin Sharda

James and Leslie Sharp

Mike and René Sherman

Nick and Karen Sherman

Andrew and Elaina Sherrill

David and Allyson Shinavier

John and Ann Shooks

Richard and Carla Siegle

Doug and Donna Sieplinga

Pujita Sieplinga

Brian and Julie Sikkema

Tom and Shelly Sinas

Betsy Sinke

Chuck Sinke

Cora Sinke

Marvin and Marilyn Slachter

Phil and Amy Slachter

Scott and Lindsay Slagboom

Larry and Sharon Slager

Charles and Shelly Slauer

John and Rika Slendebroek

Howard and Marilyn Slenk

Slingshot Growth Partners

Steve and Kristi Slotsema

Chuck and Sheryl Smalligan

Jack and Ruth Smant

Anne Smeda

Jud and Elaine Smeelink

Christopher Smit and Lisa 
VanArragon

Bernie and Kathy Smith

David and Julia Smith

Gail Smith

Joan Smith

Ross and Evelyn Smith

Henry and Norma Smitter

James and Karen Snave

Norm and Kathy Sneller

Dirk and Linda Snoek

Arnie and Shirl Snoeyink

Chris and Alisha Snyder

Carol and Tom Spelman

Pete and Dawn Spiering

Randy and Deb Sportel

Nancy Springfield

Jason and Amy Squires

Aric and Libby Stacey

Rob and Susan Stafford

Tom and Anna Staggs

Debra Stamp

Tom and Loreen Standel

Cal and Ann Stapert

Tim Stapert and Debbie Westrate

Ed and Sharon Start

Rick and Deb Start

Steelcase Foundation

Chuck and Diane Steffens

LeRoy and Anjean Stegink

Phil and Jill Stegink

John and Judy Steigenga

Jake and Donna Stelpstra

Crystal Sterk

Dick and Nancy Stob

Mark and Elizabeth Stob

Jim and Ashley Storms

John and Barbara Straatsma

Marcelyn Streekstra

Jeff Stremler and Erika Pott

Brian Struyk

Ruth Stubbs

Bob and Marge Stuit

David and Katie Stuit

Mark and Kara Stuit

Tom and Mary Stuit

Jerry and Janelle Stutzman

Jim and Margie Styf

Maury and Holly Sullivan

Okke Surjana and Pearl Shangkuan

Bill and Ann Swagman

Lon and Sandy Swartzentruber

Pat Swets

Tim and Lauren Swieter

Shannon Symes

Bill and Jean Sytsema

Jack and Jan Sytsma

Jerry and Lynn Sytsma

Joel Sytsma

Marian Sytsma

Mark and Wanda Sytsma

Mary Sytsma

Thomas and Judy Sytsma

T

Take His Hand Foundation

Marian Takens

Craig and Cherry Talsma

Deb Tanis

Bruce and Brenda Tap

Eric and Megan Taylor

Dan and Val Teitsma

Larry and Anne Teitsma

Steve and Jillisa Teitsma

Lory TenBroek

Chris and Jen TenHarmsel

Elisabeth TenHarmsel

Casey and Ruth TerHaar

Ron Terpstra

James and Rachelle Thatcher

Michael Thomas and Catherine 
Alden-Thomas

Arla Thomasma

Judy and Thomas Thompson

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans

Dan and Jean Tiesman

Donald Tigchelaar

Lorry Tigchelaar

Peter and Pat Tigchelaar

Connie Timmer

Hubert and Tena Timmer

Jeff and Carolyn Timmer

John Timmer

Ken and Phyllis Timmer

Nick and Michele Timmer

Steve and Cheryl Timyan

Steve and Michelle Tollefson

Kevin and Shelley Toren

Rick Treur

Glenn and Nancy Triezenberg

Steve and Yvonne Triezenberg

Brian and Becky Tubergen

Dave and Kelly Tuit

Nick and Nancy Tuit

Mark Turner

John and Joan Turrentine

Steve and Anne Tuuk

Emily Twichell

Alice Tyson

V

James and Toiya Vallar

Valley City Linen

Mark and Carolyn VanAllen

Mark and Rosemary VanAllsburg

Phyllis J. VanAndel

Steve and Amy Van Andel

Steve Van Andel Foundation

Estate of Richard VanBeek

Ed VanBruggen

David and Anita VanDeBurg

Jay VandeKopple and Linda 
McKnight

Lois Vandekopple-Smith and Brian 
Smith

Sharon VanDellen

Charles and Donna VandenBerg

Jack and Mary VandenBerg

JB and Melissa VandenBerg

Rich and Elaine VanDenBerg

Rick and Mary VandenBerg

Todd and Shari VandenBerg

Zack and Lisa VandenBerg

Gregg and Kristen VandenBosch

Jim and Maria VandenBosch

Woody and Mary VandenBosch

Nate Vandenbroek

Rachel Vandenbroek

Ben and Andrea VanDenend

Mike and Loni VanDenend

Dave and Lorrie VanderArk

Brian and Lori VanderBaan

John and Bev VanderBeek

Gordon and Cathy VanderBrug

David and Jane VanderHaagen

Al and Ginny Vander Hart

John and Tressa VanderHenst

Tom and Jane VanderHyde

Dick and Ruth VanderKamp

Paul and Amy VanderKamp

Tom and Bonnie VanderKamp

Thomas and Laura VanDerKolk

Agatha VanderKooi

Bill and Lorna Vanderkooi

Ray and Shari VanderKooi

Daniel and Nelda VanderLaan

Mark and Denise van der Laan

Ruth VanderLaan-Vos

Jim and Christine VanderLind

Don and Donna VanderLinde

William and Audrey VanderLugt

June VanderMolen

Jack and Amy VanderPloeg

John and Marie VanderPloeg

Marge VanderPloeg

Marjorie VanderPloeg

Sally VanderPloeg

Chuck and Chris VanderSloot

Jack and Joyce Vander Sloot

Mary VanderSloot

Paul and Lorna VanderSluis

Dan and Abby Vanderson

John and Sandy VanderStelt

Estate of Helen Vanderveen

Scott and Mary Vanderveen

Craig and Lois VanderVlies

Jerry and Jessica VanderWall

Walter and Phyllis VanderWall

Marilyn VanderWeide

Glen and Connie VanderWell

Con and Judy VanderWerf

Mark and Rachael VanderWerf

Peter VanderWerff

Joan VanderWilp

Anne VanderWoude

Bill and Rhonda VanderWoude

Bob and Sheila VanderWoude

Doug and Amy Vander Woude

Tom and Paula VanderZee

Rick and Barb VanderZyden

Brian and Cindy VanDommelen

Bruce and Nina VanDop

Jeff and Amy VanDorp

Doug and Ruth VanDyke

Kevin and Laurel VanDyke

Jim and Anne VanDyken

Rick and Cathy VanDyken

VanDyken Mechanical, Inc.

Bill and Yvonne VanEe

Bea VanEerden

Dan and Ann VanEerden

Grant VanEerden

Harold and Sue VanEerden

Hans and Pam VanEngen

Sue VanEngen

Jack R. and Sandra J. (Broene) 
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VanEns

Dr. Willard VanEssen

Ed and Joan VanEssendelft

Mike and Gayle VanGessel

Drew and Betsy VanGoor

Gordon and Mary VanHarn

Karl VanHarn and Joanna Bailey

Mark and Kim VanHarn

Roger and Ellie VanHarn

Herb and Marilyn VanHassel

Sally VanHeemert

Jon and Jamie VanHekken

Nate and Katie VanHekken

Ben and Sharon VanHouten

Marv VanHouten

Michael VanHouten

Randy and Laurie VanHouten

Ken and Donna VanIddekinge

Elaine VanKley

Brian and Jennifer VanKlompenberg

Pearl VanKuiken

Scott and Tammy VanLaan

Frans and Kate VanLiere

Jack and Jo VanManen

Eric and Amy VanOrman

Lambert and Kathryn VanPoolen

Paul and Elaine VanPutten

Kevin and Rachel VanSchepen

Don and Ruth VanStee

Jack and Trudy VanStee

Fred and Gladys VanSwol

Steve and Sue Van’tHof

Bob and Grace VanTimmeren

Sue VanTimmeren

Paul and Cheryl VanTol

Rod and Anne VanTol

Jared and Elizabeth VanVels

Ben and Julia VanVliet

Peter and Audrey VanVliet

William and Lynn VanVugt

Larry and Jan VanWeelden

Dave and Jodi VanWingerden

Tom and Mary VanWingerden

Kenneth and Arlene VanWoerkom

Sheri and Don VanWoerkom

Max and Carol VanWyk

Wayne and Barbara VanWylen

John and Gwen Varineau

Varnum LLP

Bob and Heidi Veenema

Chris and Robin Veenstra

Larry and Dianne Veenstra

Mike and Von Veenstra

Aaron and Jodi Veldheer

Jim and Maryanne Veldheer

Rachael and Dave Veldkamp

Melanie Veldman

Rick and Kristi Veldman

Neva Veliquette

Bruce and Christine Venema

Marian Verburg

Nate and Joy Verheul

Karen VerHoef

Steve and Barb VerHoef

Dave and Ruth VerHoeven

Dave and Nancy VerMerris

Don and Sue VerMerris

David and Janis Versluis

Kate Vesey

Edwin and Rose Victory

Dave and Amy Vis

John and Bertha Vis

Kurt and Laura Visker

Roger and Susan Visker

Al and Janice Visscher

Curtis Visser

Donovan Visser

Hank and Mayra Visser

Jeff and Cathy Visser

Jim and Debbie Visser

John and Felicidad Visser

Matt and Sarah Visser

Thomas and Casey Visser

Tom and Sharon Visser

Joe and Sarah Vloedman

Dan and Marji Voetberg

Richard and Patricia Voetberg

Randy and Jody Vogelzang

Jay Volkers

Sue Volkers

Don and Jean Voogt

Justin and Amy Voorhees

Jim and Sue Vos

Jon and Julie Voskuil

Rosemary Vroon

Wes and Fran Vryhof

Joyce Vugteveen

W

Warren and Sally Waalkes

Bill and Pat Waanders

Marilyn Waanders

Patricia and Nicholas Waanders

Waddell & Reed, Inc.

Barbara Wagoner

John and Mari-jo Walsh

Mike and Bonnie Walters

Craig and Diane Warner

Dave and Teri Warners

Gary and Myra Warners

Duane and Therese Washington

Mike and Deb Watkins

Jared and Amy Watson

Julie Way

Ken and Marilyn Way

Weather Shield

Jim and Barb Weaver

Dean Weber

John and Jackie Weeber

Shirley Weersing

JT and Christine Weis

Tom and Mary Weis

Tom and Laurie Welch

Don and Jackie Weldy

Wells Fargo Foundation Educational 
Matching Gift Program

Carl Welmers

Ruth Wesseling

Ed and Joan Westenbroek

Samuel L. Westerman Foundation

Scott and Elizabeth Westhouse

Helen and Eugene Westra

Joel and Julie Westra

Ray and Betty Westra

Ken and Helena Westrate

Ken and Donna Westveer

Ieda Wiarda

Ben and Jen Wickstrom

Jim and Mary Wieland

Joyce and Arvin Wierda

Arthur and Norma Wierenga

Berton and Jeanne Wierenga

Gary and Lois Wierenga

Mark and Sara Wierenga

Ruth E. Wierenga

Michael and Julie Wildschut

Ben and Anne Wilke

Julee Wilke

Roman and Joelle Williams

Del and Judy Willink

David and Amy Wilstermann

William and Helen Wilstermann

Ryan and Dawn Wiltzer

Charles and Mary Ann Winkelman

Mark and Shelly Winkle

Mike and Lynne Winkle

Bethany Joy and Mary Winn

Dennis and Ann Winn

Stephen Winn

Curt and Ruth Witte

Henk and Thressa Witte

John Witte and Lynda Barendse-Witte

Paul and Karen Witte

Bob and Ilene Woldhuis

Elizabeth and Paul Wolf

Trevor and Andrea Wolfe

Thelma Wolffis

Sherrie and Ron Wolthuis

Jim and Muriel Wondergem

John and Beverly Wondergem

Thomas and Leigh Word

Jerry and Phyllis Wordhouse

Jim and Mary Workman

Si and Linda Workman

Mike and Amanda Worst

Richard and Jerlean Wright

Mark and Donna Wrona

Clare and Joann Wuerfel

Tod Wyn and Sheila McCormack

Y

Trevor Yartz

Marc and Shelly Ydenberg

Dan and Melanie Yff

Doug and Tina Yff

Jerry and Joyce Yntema

Brad and Megan Yonker

Todd and Maria Yonkers

Jim and Michelle Young

Neal and Vicki Young

Jim and Faye Ysseldyke

Z

Bob and Marybeth Zaagman

Phyllis Zaagman

Zaagman Memorial Chapel

Ken and Rhea Zandee

Tom and Gail Zandee

Julie Zandstra

John and Jani Zeilstra

Thelma Zeinstra

Jason and Kim Zibbell

Mike and Marti Zietse

Lance and Shawn Zoerhof

Doug and Nancy Zoerhoff

Tim Zoerhoff

Dave and Jill Zondag

Steve and Judy Zwart

Bob and Carolyn Zwiers

Jim and Jane Zwiers

Ken and Becci Zwiers

Dave and Bea Zylstra

Jason and Sian Zylstra

Jeff and Trisha Zylstra

Randy and Elisabeth Zylstra

Churches
For many years, churches 
throughout the greater 
Grand Rapids community 
have provided tuition 
support to their members. 
The connection between 
church, home, and 
school remains a core 
value of our Christian 
school community. We 
are deeply grateful to the 
following churches for 
helping families afford a 
Christian education for 
their children.

Alger Park Christian Reformed Church

Beckwith Hills Christian Reformed 
Church

Blythefield Christian Reformed 
Church

Boston Square Christian Reformed 
Church

Brookside Christian Reformed Church

Calvin Christian Reformed Church

Cascade Fellowship Christian 
Reformed Church

Church of the Servant Christian 
Reformed Church

Covenant Christian Reformed Church

Creston Christian Reformed Church

Cutlerville East Christian Reformed 
Church

East Leonard Christian Reformed 
Church

East Paris Christian Reformed Church

Eastern Avenue Christian Reformed 
Church

Fairway Christian Reformed Church

Faith Christian Reformed Church

Faith Community Christian Reformed 
Church

First Christian Reformed Church

Fuller Avenue Christian Reformed 
Church

Grace Christian Reformed Church

Heritage Christian Reformed Church

Hillside Community Christian 
Reformed Church

Kelloggsville Christian Reformed 

Church

LaGrave Avenue Christian Reformed 
Church

Lakeside Community Christian 
Reformed Church

Madison Square Christian Reformed 
Church

Mayfair Christian Reformed Church

Millbrook Christian Reformed Church

Neland Avenue Christian Reformed 
Church

Oakdale Park Christian Reformed 
Church

Plymouth Heights Christian Reformed 
Church

Princeton Christian Reformed Church

Riverside Christian Reformed Church

Seymour Christian Reformed Church

Shawnee Park Christian Reformed 
Church

Sherman Street Christian Reformed 
Church

West Leonard Christian Reformed 
Church

Westend Christian Reformed Church

Westview Christian Reformed Church

Woodlawn Christian Reformed 
Church

J. Herman Fles Society
The J. Herman Fles 
Society recognizes the 
generosity of individuals 
who have left an estate 
gift to Grand Rapids 
Christian Schools. The 
Society is named in 
honor of J. Herman Fles, 
who founded the Grand 
Rapids Christian School 
Foundation in 1965, was 
its first donor, and served 
as board president. 
New members this year 
are noted in bold (* in 
memoriam).

Anonymous (7)

Henry W. Apol

Andrew J. Bandstra

Henry and Ruth Baron

Edward* and Joan Berends

Bob and Linda Berkhof

Marcus and Claudia Beversluis

John and Judy Bielema

Ed and Carol Blankespoor

Tom and Norma Boehm

Bert and Marge* Boersma

Kenneth and Wanda Bokhoven

Martin* and Nancy Bolt

Ted* and Lorna Bosch

Marvin* and Martina Boshoven

Doug and Chris Bouwer

John and Beth Bouws

Paul and Marilyn Braman

David and Anita Brink

Randall and Debra Brink

Greg and Betsy Broene

A. Dale* and Mary Buist

Robert and Carol Buist

Paul and Carolyn* Buiten

Peter and Mildred* Buma

Jim and Jan Bush

Gerald* and Peg Bykerk

Alvin and Yvonne Bytwork

Chris and Steffany Chleboun

James* and Karen Clausing

John and Sylvia Cooper

Norman and Mary DeGraaf

Bruce and Marion DeHaan

Howard* and Verna DeHaan

Stanley W. DeHaan

Louis* and Helen DeJonge

Frank and Bernice Deppe

R. Jack* and Rosemary (Franken) 
DeVos

Daniel and Stephanie DeVries

Henry and Lois DeVries

LaVerne and Linda DeWeerd

Bruce and Trudy DeWindt

James and Donna DeYoung

Anthony and Jeane Diekema

Donald and Natalie Distelberg

James W. and Gerry* Doezema

Wayne and Ruth* Dornbush

Sidney and Gladys Draayer

Tom and Mary Duthler

Al and Lois Dykema

Dale* and Sandi Dykema

Alvin* and Nettie Dykhouse

Doug and Barb Edema

Sue Edema

Dan and Lorna Elve

Ted and Barb Etheridge

Rog and Judy Faber

William* and Crystal Fles

Larry and Mary Gerbens

David* and Mobe Gezon
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Donald and Martheen Griffioen

Roger and Susan Griffioen

Doris J. Gritter

Donald and Lynn Groenleer

Carl and Sandy Gronsman

David and Marianne Grooters

Jim and Barb Haveman

Patricia Hazenberg

John* and Janice Heerspink

Dewey and Marilyn* Heetderks

Henry* and Bernice Heys

Douglas and Jeri* Hoek

Henry J. and Caroline Hoeks

Dewey* and Kathryn Hoitenga

Martin and Mary Hollebeek

Franklin and Gerri Holwerda

Richard and Ruthelaine* Hoolsema

Gerard* and June Huissen

Dorothy L. Ibershof

George and Nancy Jasperse

Gregory and Carol Jeltema

Paul and Frances Jeltema

Jim and Ginger Jurries

Ronald and Priscilla Karelse

Bruce and June Klanderman

Robert L. and Mary J. Kloostra

James and Allyson Koeman

Corneal* and Jeanette Koetje

Mark and Janet Krommendyk

John and Margaret Kuiper

Harold and Jessica Kuizema

Vernon and Anna Marie Laninga

Al* and Marilyn Lobbes

Ken and Ruth Lobbes

Tom and Janice McWhertor

Louis* and Wilma Mulder

Rodney* and Lucarol Mulder

Douglas and Lois Nagel

Thomas and Marcia Nobel

Homer* and Mildred Noordyke

Les* and Marilyn Oosterbaan

John and Lorene Postma

David and Patrice Prince

Don and Marilyn Prince

Annetta D. Prins

James and Charlotte Pyp

Bruce and Joan Quist

Greg Quist

Ben and Grace Rietema

Roger and Carol Roskamp

Ronald and Joanne Rozema

Michael* and Helen Ruiter

Loren and Dian* Rupke

Timothy and Krista Schaafsma

Susan K. Schalon

Henry and Dorothy Schierbeek

Charles and Sheryl Smalligan

Arnie and Shirl Snoeyink

Hal and Fran Soper

Arthur* and Hazel Stahl

James and Dolly Strikwerda

Thomas and Mary Stuit

Lon and Sandy Swartzentruber

Jack and Jan Sytsma

Andy and Elaine Tiesenga

Glenn and Nancy Triezenberg

Stephen and Anne Tuuk

Dean and Carol VanBruggen

Rick and Mary VandenBerg

Philip and Mary VandenBerge

Melvina and Donald J.* 
VanderLinde, Sr.

Daniel and Ellen VanderMey

Homer* and Joanne VanderMey

Earl* and Marjorie VanderPloeg

Charles and Christine VanderSloot

Douglas and Joanne VanderVelde

Nicholas and Melanie VanderWal

Gerald and Jessica VanderWall

Lois VanderWel

John* and Vivian VanDyke

Bill and Yvonne VanEe

Harold and Susan VanEerden

Jack* and Katie VanEerden

Jack and Johanna VanManen

Jack and Trudy VanStee

Fred and Gladys VanSwol

Peter and Audrey VanVliet

Phyllis VanVugt Bratt and Harvey* 
Bratt

William and Margaret* VanWienen

Joel and Wendy Veldheer

Earl and Gertrude Visser

Tom and Sharon Visser

Jay and Sarah* Volkers

Phyllis Vos

H. Joyce Vugteveen

William and Patricia Waanders

Barbara Wagoner

Hank and Maureen Wagoner

Marie Werner

Gladys A. Wierenga

Ruth E. Wierenga

Leonard and Mary Lou Wilkins

Bob and Marybeth Zaagman

Julie Zandstra

Ted* and Myra Zwiep

Paul* and Eleanor Zwier

Andy* and Thelma Zylstra

J. Herman Fles Society 
in memoriam
The following are those 
who have made estate 
gifts over the history of 
Grand Rapids Christian 
Schools. We gratefully 
remember and honor 
these supporters for 
their commitment and 
generosity. Their gifts 
have been permanently 
endowed in the 
Foundation, continuing 
their legacy in perpetuity. 

Anonymous

Sue Algra

Larry and Lila Alkema

Jerry and Yvonne Anman

Joan Averill

Angeline Baker

Ruth E. Berkompas

Marilyn K. Betten

Jim and Frances Beugelink

Sadie Bolthouse

Cora Borgman

Gilbert Bos

Edith Bosma

Frank and Nell Bouma

Doris A. Brander

Anita Bratt

Edith Brill

Eugene M. and G. Jeanne Broene

Gordon and Rose Buter

Coby Cok

Betty Cooper

Joseph and Dena Daverman

Frank and Jeanette Davidhazy

Richard and Rita DeBoer

Willis and Gertrude DeBoer

Adeline DeBruyn

William and Gertrude DeGood

Benjamin DeGraaf

Rena DeHaan

Sid DeJong

James and Helen DeJonge

Adrian and Jennie DeVos

Frank and Esther DeVos

Matthys and Caroline DeVroome

Mary DeZeeuw

Julia Dieleman

Mary Ditmar

Ben Duthler

Herm and Evie Eldersveld

Bertha Evenhouse

Henry Evenhouse

Agnes Feenstra

Annette Feenstra

Charles R. Feenstra, Jr.

Larry Feenstra

Hermine Feringa

Peter Feringa

Anne Feringa

J. Herman and Lucile Fles

William Geelhoed

Stewart S. and Florence A. Geelhood

Pearl Geukes

Cornelius Goudzwaard

Art and Laura Jean Gritter

Sylvia Gysen

Catherine Haveman

Virginia Heemstra

Dick W. and Eleanor Helmus

Lawrence and Clarice Hendrickson

Ted and Mae Herrema

Grace Heslinga

Allie Holleman

Evelyn Holwerda

William and Alyce Holwerda

Catherine Hooyenga

Tracy Huitsing

Henry Ippel

Stan and Catherine Jabaay

Sidney J. and Theresa M. Jansma

John and Zwanet Janssens

Nicholas and Jenna Jelles

Alice Jeltema

Henry Jurries

John and Lucille Jurries

Frances Karsten

Martin and Francis Karsten

Joyce M. and Harold L. Kok

Martha Koning

Kenneth and Pearl Konyndyk

Henry Kooistra

Bud Koorndyk

Henry and Myrtle Kreulen

John and Esther Kroon

Nelly Kuipers

Sylvia Kuipers

Cornelius LaFleur

Walter and Wilma Lagerwey

Henry Langeland

Dena Lemmen

Clarence and Gertrude Lucasse

Bruce E. Mulder

G. Arthur and Helen Mulder

Marian and Lambert Mulder

Joyce Myers

Cal and Elaine Nagel

Richard G. Natte

Louis and Cornelia Niemeyer

Roger Patterson

Jennie Penning

Jeannette Piersma

Bernard Robbert

Magdalene H. Roersma

Marius and Eleanor Rooks

Steven Rooks

Anna Rookus

Harvey L. Rozema

Kathryn A. Schols

Henry and Eleanor Scholten

Eleanor J. Sevensma

Herman and Bea Sprik

Helene J. Steensma

John and Hazel Stevens

Annette Streelman

Madge Strikwerda

William and Catherine Stuursma

Gertrude TerKeurst

Janet Timmer

Doris Tuinstra

Albertha VanAelst

Richard VanBeek

Catherine VanDam

John VanDellen

Theodore and Ruth VanDellen

Dr. Allison and Mildred VandenBerg

John and Marian VandenBerg

William and Mary B. VandenBerg

Ella H. VanderArk

Harvey and Fannie VanderArk

Mark and Marie VanderArk

Nelle VanderArk

Peter VanderArk

Garrett C. and Stella VandeRiet

Albert and Lucile VanderLaan

Grace VanderLaan

Helen Vanderveen

John and Neva Vanderveen

Harry and Dorothy VanDyke

Jessie VanDyke

Elizabeth VanEerden

Arthur and Anne VanEnk

Herman and Helen VanFaasen

Thea B. VanHalsema

Lena VanHouten

Henry and Jeanette VanIddekinge

Jenny VanOeveren

Genevieve VanTuinen

Clarence and Dorothy Venema

Gilbert Verburg

Ben and Marguerite Verhoek

John Vinkemulder

Elinor Wagoner

Margaret A. Welmers

Jennie Westveer

Paul and Trudy Westveer

John and Theresa Wierenga

Ike Williamson

Honorary and Memorial 
Gifts
Individuals and 
organizations have made 
gifts to Grand Rapids 
Christian Schools in 
honor or memory of 
the friends and family 
members noted in bold.

In honor of Bob and Linda Berkhof

Tracy and Tom Nykamp

In memory of June Breuker

George and Linda Dalman

Carolyn Wassenaar

In memory of Don DeKorte

Judy DeKorte

In memory of John Dykstra

Bert Boersma

Mina and Gordon Dornbush

Wayne Dornbush

Marcy Dykstra

Mary Hudson

Jack Huizenga

Jill Linman

Arden Post

George and Norma Purvis

Yvonne Pylman

Jack and Ruth Smant

Gail Smith

In memory of Bill Fles

Bob and Marybeth Zaagman

In memory of Shirley Gritter

Harry and Helen Boersma

Don and Gloria DeMaagd

Phyllis DeSmit

Jason and Kelly Lovell

John Pease

Bill and Jean Sytsema

Arla Thomasma

Trevor Yartz

In memory of Helen Helder

Deborah Bos

James W. Doezema

Grant and Barbara Ellsworth

Judith Meyer

Bob and Norma Niemeyer

Debra Stamp

Mary VanderSloot

Rick and Barb VanderZyden

Annemary Worst

Louise Zevalkink

In memory of Tony Hinojosa

Acton Chiropractic

Dick and Kathleen Ammons

Gregg and Jane Bareman

Matt and Wendy Batchelder

Gaye Castle-Pollard

Meghan Eames

Don and Mary Flanders

John Francis and Ana Gronsman-
Francis

Tony and Brenda Hinojosa

Ken and Sandy Hofman

John and Joan Kortman

John and Mary Lambers

David and Elizabeth Lea

Michael and Danell Merren

Connie Murdoch

Larry Nitz

Matthew and Jodi Postma

Jason and Kami Sager

Sheldon and Carole Spencer

Nancy Sprouse

Dave and Nancy Terpstra

Dick and Janice VanDeelen

Gerard and Ruth Vandenbosch

Ken and Glenda VanDoeselaar

Rich and Karen VanDoeselaar

In memory of Stan Lizewski

Bob and Linda Berkhof

Elaine DeStigter

Arthur and Judy Jongsma

John and June Primus

Purpose Driven Talent, Inc. DBA

Judith Stoner

Carol Swaim

Rich and Sylvia Wevers

Dan and Melanie Yff

In memory of James E. Maze

Geraldine Morgan-Maze

In memory of Nancy McMillan

Brian and Arrin Brisbane

Joel and Anna DeMoor

Markus and Carol Faasse

Grada and Steve Groen

Jim and Cindy Holwerda

Nate and Stacey Koetje

Dick and Flo Koster

Mark and Janet Krommendyk

DJ and Jenny Marsh

Dave McMillan

Todd and Pam Menkveld

Tom and Sondra Minnema

Steve and Ronda Pifer
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Jim and Kim Primus

John and June Primus

Sheryl Rozendal

Dan and Val Teitsma

Gregg and Kristen VandenBosch

Paul and Lorna VanderSluis

Sue VanTimmeren

In memory of Carl Meekhof

Katie and Mark DeJong

Pat DenBesten

Joette Hansen

Ed and Lois Hoeksema

James and Pamela Koskovich

The Law Offices of David L. Carrier, 
P.C.

Milton and Bernice Meekhof

Dave and Judi Nykamp

Ken and Donna Westveer

In memory of Frank Noor

Terry and Tress Nyenhuis

In memory of Robert Pranger

Marlowe Pranger and Melvina 
VanderLinde

In memory of Joan Reiffer

Jerry and Esther Koster

In memory of George J. Slopsema

Mark and Marilyn Bareman

Janice Oshinski

In memory of Philmore VanZytveld

Masselink Brothers Trucking Service Inc

Roger and Linda Riewald

Endowed Funds
Endowed funds allow 
donors to support the 
Schools in their area of 
interest. Each of these 
funds is permanently 
endowed, carrying on the 
donor’s legacy forever.

Amash Family Fund

AMDG Architects, Inc. Educational 
Support Services Endowment Fund

Donald I. ‘41 and Maxine E. Battjes 
Family Scholarship Fund

Berends Family Chair for Arts and 
Music

Marilyn Betten ‘53 Scholarship Fund

John ‘56 and Judy (Plekker) ‘55 
Bielema Scholarship Fund

Evelyn Jean Bruyn Scholarship Fund

Building and Grounds Endowed Fund

A. Dale ‘52 and Mary Buist Family 
Scholarship Fund

Gordon and Rose Buter Scholarship 
Fund

Christian Education Scholarship Fund

Circle of Friends Endowment Fund

Class of 1962 Endowment Fund

Class of 1963 Endowment Fund

Class of 1964 Endowment Fund

Class of 1965 Endowment Fund

Class of 1967 Endowment Fund

Paul Damon Endowed Scholarship 
Fund

Barbara (Bishop) ‘47 DeHaan 
Scholarship Fund

Howard ‘42 and Verna (Frens) 
DeHaan Scholarship Fund

Stanley and Barbara (Bishop) ‘47 
DeHaan Family Scholarship Fund

James J. and Helen A. DeJonge 
Educational Support Services 
Endowment Fund

Don and Ruth (VanderArk) ‘32 
DeRuiter Scholarship Fund

DeVos Center for Arts and Worship 
Endowment Fund

Dan and Pamella DeVos Family 
Endowment for Eagles Ice Center

Frank ‘43 and Esther (Ibershof) ‘42 
DeVos Scholarship Fund

John and Theresa (Bouma) ‘29 
Diephouse Scholarship Fund

William and Tricia Dodds Scholarship 
Fund

Rennie Dornbush Endowed 
Scholarship Fund

Patricia S. Duthler Music Endowment 
Fund

Evangelical Committee for Christian 
Education Scholarship Endowment 
Fund

Hermine Feringa Fund

John G. and Anne Feringa Fund

J. Herman ‘29 and Lucile 
(Noordewier) ‘30 Fles Family 
Endowment Fund

Frens-Tibbe Family Scholarship Fund

Grand Rapids Christian Schools 
Capital Repairs and Maintenance 
Fund

Grand Rapids Christian Schools 
Need-Based Scholarship Fund

Nancy Dekker Hanenburg Minority 
Scholarship Fund

James and Catherine Haveman 
Scholarship Fund

Annemary Heerspink Scholarship 
Fund

Henry and Bernice Heys Scholarship 
Fund

Franklin Holwerda Scholarship Fund

Stanley and Catherine Jabaay 
Applied Tech Fund

Jacobsen Family Scholarship 
Endowment Fund

Jubilee Endowment Fund

Jurries Family Scholarship Fund in 
memory of John and Lucille Jurries

Jim and Ginger Jurries Scholarship 
Fund

Francine J. (Seven) ‘34 Katt Fund

Willard and Mary Kingma 
Endowment Fund

John P. ‘27 and Esther G. Kloet 
Scholarship Fund

Kenneth and Pearl Konyndyk 
Scholarship Fund

C. Scott and Susan Kooistra 
Scholarship Fund

Michael Koster Memorial Fund

Jay and Audrey Laninga Endowment 
for the Dramatic Arts

Peter and Matilda Meeuwsen Family 
Endowment Fund

Ben and Lee Muller Teacher 
Scholarship Fund

Oakdale Christian School Minority 
Scholarship Fund

Henrietta Oosterhouse ‘42 Endowed 
Scholarship Fund

Parents Assisting Christian Education 
Endowment Fund

LeRoy Roger Patterson Unrestricted 
Fund

Plymouth Heights CRC Scholarship 
Fund

Quest Center Endowment Fund

Rockford Christian School 
Endowment Fund

Pauline Roskam Scholarship Fund

Henry and Dorothy Schierbeek 
Family Scholarship Fund

Robert and Mary Jo Schierbeek 
Family Fund

Herman and Bea Sprik Cultural Arts 
Fund

James M. Stapert Memorial 
Scholarship Fund

Helene Steensma Scholarship Fund

Thomas and Mary (Berends) Stuit 
Family Fund

Swartzentruber and Hoeks Family 
Fund

Gertrude TerKeurst ‘41 Fund

Doris Tuinstra Minority Scholarship 
Fund

Dr. Allison and Mildred VandenBerg 
Endowment Fund

Gerald and Jessica Beets VanderWall 
Scholarship Fund

VanderWoude Family Scholarship 
Fund

Harry and Dorothy M. VanDyke 
Memorial Fund

In memory of Howard J. Wiarda

Ieda Wiarda

Art and Anne VanEnk Endowed 
Scholarship Fund

Lewis ‘59 and Norma (Bolt) ‘60 
VanKuiken Family Scholarship Fund

Norma Nobel VanNoordwyk Music 
Endowment Fund

Jack D. and Trudy VanStee ‘43 
Scholarship Fund

Hubert and Evelyn VanTol Minority 
Scholarship Fund

Max and Carol VanWyk Family 
Scholarship Fund

Edward ‘49 and Beatrice Verburg 
Family Scholarship Fund

Marguerite (Noordewier) ‘27 and J. 
Benjamin Verhoek Fund

Daniel Visser Applied Technology 
Fund

Neal ‘43 and Elaine (Schultze) 
‘43 Weemhoff Family Endowed 
Scholarship Fund

Samuel L. Westerman Fund

Dorothy Westra Fund

Howard J. Wiarda Endowed 
Scholarship Fund

John ‘28 and Theresa (Boes) ‘30 
Wierenga Scholarship Fund

Richard and Kate Wolters Scholarship 
Fund

John Zoerhoff Memorial Scholarship 
Fund
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Aiyannah Cody

Berdella Cooper

Ilene Cooper

Dawn Cornell

Ruth Damon

Harriet DeBoer

Elaine DeStigter

Butch DeVries

Lois DeVries

Linda DeWeerd

Vern DeWeerd

Marty Dewey

Henry DeWitt

Judy Doornbos

Kathy Doyle

Marilynn Draisma

Tom Draisma

Joan Duffy

Richard Eitman

Bonnie Faber

Susan Farrar

Wayne Frazee

Win Frazee

Jill Frazee-Eitman

Betty Geelhoed

Diane Gerbens

Marve Gortsema

Twyla Gortsema

Alice Greidanus

Martheen Griffioen

Sue Griffioen

Ruth Gritter

Carroll Groenenboom

Lois Groenenboom

Eva Heetebrij

Bea Hoek

Doug Hoek

Jim Holkeboer

Dave Hollemans

Lois Hollemans

Cindy Holtrop

Laurie Holwerda

Jan Huisman

Ken Huisman

Chuck Ippel

Nancy Jasperse

Bernie Jonker

Thomas Jonker

Joanne Josten

Aggie Keegstra

Jacquelyn Keriako

John Klaver

Lee Stouten

John Straatsma

Ed Stuursma

Laura Szotko

Lory TenBroek

Marilynn TenBroek

June Tilma

Sue Troost

Alice Tyson

Mary VandenBerge

Shari VanderKooi

Dan VanderLaan

Nelda VanderLaan

Ken Vanderlei

Jack VanderSloot

Sandy VanderStelt

Lois VanderVlies

Carolyn VanEss

Herb VanHassel

Marilyn VanHassel

John VanRyn

Jan VanVeen

Jerry VanVeen

Zach Veenstra

Bill Venema

Lois Venema

Shirley Verspoor

John Verstraete

Sal Verstraete

Tom Vincent

Lorrie Vis

Ken Walcott

Lorraine Warlick

Jane Warners

Shirley Wells

Susan Wright-Miller

Phyllis Zaagman

Ken Zandee

Thelma Zylstra

Linda Klaver

Pat Knoester

Tom Korhorn

Coral Kreykes

Evelyn Kwekel

John Kwekel

Ann Laninga

Olga Leder

Eva Lehnen

Merrie Marthens

Earnest McAlister

Irene Menninga

Ann Mesler

Donna Meyer

Beth Nyenhuis

Annette Oosten

Jon Oostindie

Yvonne Pace-Daughtervon

Tina Persenaire

Laurie Petersen

Jeff Peterson

Merle Peterson

Norma Peterson

Lori Pink

Marlowe Pranger

Idamae Prins

Joyce Purdue

MaryJeanne Quist

Kathy Rhoda

Cheryl Ritsema

Joanie Rosema

John Rottman

Marilyn Rottman

Russ Rykse

Joel Schaafsma

Rick Schaafsma

Barb Schelling

Esther Schepers

Betsy Schierbeek

Dorothy Schierbeek

Henry Schierbeek

Susan Schuitema

Carina Schuurman

Larry Segaar

Doug Selfe

Carol Sigler

Marty Slagter

Bill Smit

Ed Start

Jack Stegink

John Stegink

Judy Stewart

Grand Rapids Christian
Schools Leadership 
2018–2019

The Board of Trustees provides strategic leadership in order to advance the mission of Grand Rapids Christian 
Schools throughout our community and to ensure the highest level of student learning and faith development. 

The Board is supported by a variety of groups that further enhance the Board’s work. The operation of Grand 
Rapids Christian Schools calls on the talents and skills of many people. We are thankful for their dedication to the 
advancement of our mission of preparing students to be effective servants of Christ in contemporary society. 

Staff

Karen Witte, Store Manager

Sarah Baas, Saturday Manager

Laura Corell, Donation Supervisor

Kathleen Scaglione Davis, Donation 

Supervisor

Volunteers

Judy Alphenaar

Elizabeth Bajema

Ken Baker

Lynda Barendse-Witte

Betty Jo Bast

Les Beimers

Marge Bergsma

Linda Berkhof

Hermina Besselsen

Mari Beswick

Barbara Bierens

Diane Bloem

Alyce Boender

Don Boender

John Boerman

Brenda Boersma

Thelma Boonstra

Rich Bos

Carolyn Bouwer

Juke Bouwer

Vonda Brasser

Mark Brinks

Norma Brunger

Joan Bryant

Diane Buchmaier

Carol Buist

Mary Buist

Hee Sook Choi

Carol Christians

Barbara Clark

New 2 You
New 2 You is an upscale 
thrift store run by 
dedicated volunteers 
and supporters of Grand 
Rapids Christian Schools. 
Since 2004, the store’s 
profits have provided 
more than $5 million 
toward tuition reduction 
for our families. With 
heartfelt thanks, we 
gratefully recognize 
New 2 You’s staff and 
volunteers.

Volunteer Leadership
Grand Rapids Christian Schools 
Board of Trustees
Tim Alles, President
Mike Meeuwsen ‘94, Vice President
Tom Prince ’83, Treasurer
Dr. Patricia Harris ’77, Secretary
Paul DeVries
Jill Ellens
Candace Smith-King
Dave VanWingerden 
Julie Westra

Board Committees
Executive Committee
Tim Alles, Chair
Mike Meeuwsen
Dr. Patricia Harris ‘77
Tom Prince ‘83

Nominations Committee
Paul DeVries
Julie Westra
Paul Jeltema ‘81
LaRissa McKissack
Rita Buitendorp

Education Committee
Jill Ellens, Chair  
Dr. Patricia Harris ‘77
Candace Smith-King
Julie Westra
Chris Klein
Judi Scholten ‘70

Finance and Operations Committee
Tom Prince, Chair ‘83
Mike Meeuwsen ‘94
Eric Boender ‘88
Jim Bush
Chris TerVeen
Dave Tuit
Jason Zylstra ‘91

Advancement Committee
Dave VanWingerden, Chair
Kim Bolt ‘96
Greg Jeltema ‘75
Kara VanDrie

Grand Rapids Christian School 
Foundation Board of Directors
Bob Schierbeek ‘82, President
Tim Alles
Dr. Patricia Harris ‘77
Dave VanWingerden
Larry Bos, Jr. ‘83
Greg Jeltema ‘75
Ed Meeuwsen ‘57
Nick Sherman
Jim Primus 
Tom DeJonge
Lindsay Hart

GRCS Eagle Partners, Inc. 
Formed to own and operate a thrift store 
as a supporting organization for Grand Rapids 
Christian Schools

Board of Trustees
Sue Griffioen ’62, President
Ken Baker, Vice President
Tom Nobel, Treasurer
Betty Jo Bast, Secretary
Mari Beswick
John Kwekel
Joanie Rosema ‘76
Ruth Witte ‘74

GRCS Eagle Impact
Formed to own and operate an indoor ice rink 
facility as a supporting organization for Grand 
Rapids Christian Schools

Board of Directors
Dave Tuit, President
Ric Bouwma ‘85
Jim Stevens

Staff Leadership
Thomas J. DeJonge ‘76
Superintendent

James H. Primus ‘82
Chief Financial Officer

Lindsay Hart
Director of Advancement

Amy L. Orr ‘87
Director of Marketing and Admissions

Jana Hoglund ‘02
Director of Community Engagement

Photography
Carbon Stories
Shelly Winkle
Carrie Anne Chaffer/Carrie Anne Photography

Annual Report Staff
Lauren Fay Creative, Managing Editor
Ursula Casanova, Designer
Holland Litho, Printer
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Preparing students to
be effective servants of

Christ in contemporary society.

2400 Plymouth Avenue SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49506

Phone: 616.574.6000
Fax: 616.574.6010

www.grcs.org

If the addressed alum has moved or is no 
longer at this address, please contact the 
Development Office at 616.574.6022 to update 
our records. Active and engaged alumni make 
a huge difference at Grand Rapids Christian!

© 2018 Grand Rapids Christian Schools


