
APPROACHES TO LEARNING, 
PROJECTS, AND THE 

EXTENDED ESSAY
PREPARING FOR THE FUTURE



APPROACHES TO LEARNING- THINK BACK…

• What was the most interesting thing you remember learning in school?
• What was the most important thing you learned?
• What was the most useful thing you learned?

• Were you a good student?
• Were you a good learner?
• Is there a difference?



WHAT ARE THE APPROACHES TO LEARNING (ATLS)?

• ATLs are deliberate strategies, skills and attitudes that permeate the teaching 
and learning environment.

• ATLs supports the IB belief that a large influence on a student’s education is 
not only what you learn but also how you learn.

• ATLs are intrinsically linked with the IB learner profile attributes to enhance 
student learning and assist student preparation for life after high school.



CATEGORIES OF APPROACHES TO LEARNING SKILLS:

• Communication (interaction and language skills)
• Social (collaboration skills)
• Self-management (organisation , affective, and reflection skills)
• Research (Information and media literacy)
• Thinking (creative, critical, and transfer skills)



COVERING THE ATLS:

• Lessons- All subjects will teach and assess Approaches to Learning
• Advisory
• Project period- One lesson per week 



PROJECTS:

• Grade 6, 7, and 9
Students work through five units that cover the ATLs explicitly. 
• Grade 8- Community Project
Students work in groups on a service-related project, Exhibition, and reflection.
• Grade 10- Personal Project
Students produce a substantial research project of their own choice; also 
includes Exhibition and reflection.

The Community and Personal Projects will be externally moderated. 



MYP PROJECTS:







EXTENDED ESSAY

• Starting in grade 11 – January
• Introduction
• Topic choice – Research Question
• Advisor Interaction
• Research Process
• First Full Draft – August of grade 12
• Complete draft -

• Finishing in grade 12 - January



EXTENDED ESSAY

• Required to pass to get IB Diploma

• 4000 Words

• Research Question

• Analysis / Persuasive Argument

• Research Based

• Independent Effort

• Individual Interest



EXTENDED ESSAY ASSESSMENT

• Criterion A: Focus and Method (6 marks)
• Topic, research question, and methodology

• Criterion B: Knowledge and Understanding (6 
marks)

• Effective use of research skills

• Criterion C: Critical Thinking (12 marks)
• Demonstration of thinking skills and evaluation

• Criterion D: Presentation (6 marks)
• Format

• Criterion E: Engagement (6 marks)
• Planning and progress through reflections



SAMPLE EXTENDED ESSAYS

• See online documents



UPCOMING EVENTS

• Nov 1 & 2 - Book Fair

• Nov. 2 – Student Council Haunted House

• Nov. 8 – PAFA Bake Sale

• Nov. 8 - Developing a Growth Mindset and Resilience in 
your child

• Nov. 9 – 11 – West Lake MUN Conference

• Nov. 15 – University Application Process

• Nov. 16 – Upper School Performance "All in the Timing"

• Nov. 22 – Managing Technology in your home

• Nov. 23 – No School – Professional Development meeting 
for teachers



PERFORMANCES

• Come see our Upper 
School Performance on 
Friday, November 16 @ 
6pm

• Upper School Coffee 
House Performances

• November 22 – Arts Night 
– Music, Art, Drama



FEEDBACK

• Please share your thoughts 
about this session to help us 
improve the information we 
share with you.


