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  In	
  1st	
  grade,	
  your	
  child	
  will	
  become	
  a	
  more	
  independent	
  reader	
  and	
  writer.	
  	
  Your	
  child	
  will	
  continue	
  to	
  learn	
  and	
  
practice	
  rules	
  for	
  recognizing	
  the	
  sounds	
  that	
  make	
  up	
  words	
  and	
  will	
  be	
  able	
  to	
  sound	
  out	
  more	
  complex	
  

words.	
  	
  Such	
  foundational	
  skills	
  are	
  necessary	
  and	
  important	
  components	
  of	
  developing	
  proficient	
  readers	
  with	
  
the	
  capacity	
  to	
  comprehend	
  a	
  wide	
  range	
  of	
  materials.	
  	
  Students	
  will	
  learn	
  to	
  think	
  about	
  what	
  they	
  read	
  and	
  
talk	
  about	
  the	
  main	
  ideas	
  of	
  simple	
  stories.	
  	
  As	
  they	
  write	
  and	
  speak,	
  1st	
  graders	
  will	
  learn	
  to	
  use	
  language	
  

appropriately;	
  this	
  includes	
  complete	
  sentences	
  and	
  spelling	
  words	
  with	
  increasing	
  accuracy.	
  	
  	
  

	
  

	
  

A	
  Sample	
  of	
  What	
  Your	
  Child	
  Will	
  Be	
  Working	
  on	
  in	
  1st	
  Grade	
  	
  

 Using	
  phonics	
  (matching	
  letters	
  and	
  sounds)	
  and	
  word	
  analysis	
  skills	
  to	
  figure	
  out	
  unfamiliar	
  words	
  when	
  
reading	
  and	
  writing	
  

 Describing	
  characters,	
  settings,	
  and	
  major	
  events	
  in	
  a	
  story,	
  using	
  key	
  details	
  
 Getting	
  facts	
  and	
  information	
  from	
  different	
  writings	
  
 Writing	
  about	
  a	
  topic,	
  supplying	
  some	
  fact,	
  and	
  providing	
  some	
  sense	
  of	
  opening	
  and	
  closing	
  
 	
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Keeping	
  the	
  conversation	
  focused.	
  
When	
  you	
  talk	
  to	
  the	
  teacher,	
  do	
  not	
  worry	
  about	
  covering	
  everything.	
  	
  
Instead,	
  keep	
  the	
  conversation	
  focused	
  on	
  the	
  most	
  important	
  topics.	
  In	
  	
  
2nd	
  grade,	
  these	
  include:	
  	
  
	
  

 Reading	
  grade-­‐level	
  books	
  and	
  stories	
  with	
  understanding	
  and	
  fluency	
  
 Building	
  a	
  foundation	
  of	
  knowledge	
  through	
  reading	
  and	
  listening	
  to	
  books	
  in	
  history/social	
  

studies,	
  science,	
  and	
  other	
  subjects	
  	
  
 	
  

Ask	
  to	
  see	
  a	
  sample	
  of	
  your	
  child’s	
  work.	
  	
  Ask	
  the	
  teacher	
  questions	
  such	
  as:	
  	
  Is	
  this	
  piece	
  of	
  work	
  
satisfactory?	
  	
  How	
  could	
  it	
  be	
  better?	
  	
  Is	
  my	
  child	
  on	
  track?	
  	
  How	
  can	
  I	
  help	
  my	
  child	
  improve	
  or	
  excel	
  
in	
  this	
  area?	
  	
  If	
  my	
  child	
  needs	
  extra	
  support	
  or	
  wants	
  to	
  learn	
  more	
  about	
  a	
  subject,	
  are	
  there	
  
resources	
  to	
  help	
  his	
  or	
  her	
  learning	
  outside	
  the	
  classroom?	
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