Kapōkani: black background
According to Hawaiian cosmology this resonant darkness is believed to be the origin
of all life. Loosely translated to “beginning in deep darkness” The Kumulipo is a
two-thousand-plus line chant that recounts the creation of life of the Hawaiian world
from within that darkness. That this year’s logo is overlayed on such a background
acknowledges the origin of the world we know today, and its resonance from within
that darkness.

Pilipili: pili grass barbs

Pu‘uomānoa: Rocky Hill

The barbed seeds of the pili grass attach to each other forming
seed mats atop blades of grass, and these barbs burrow into the
soil from which new grass clumps grow. Pilipili is also the name of
the ‘ili ‘āina, land division, that borders Kapunahou on the East.
Given old naming practices it might be inferred that an abundance of pili grew in this area. Like the growth pattern of the pili
grass, this year’s theme invites us to connect… to each other, to
knowledge, and to place. E pili mai… let us come together, let us
find our connections and build bridges to strengthen our many
relationships.

Although Pu‘uomānoa is not a large hill, when we draw close to
our campus it is the landmark that stands above all. It is the
guardian of our beloved ka punahou, the spring that adorns it, and
the people who share in its blessings. As such, Rocky Hill holds a
special place in our community, and serves as a perpetual reminder
of the importance of place both in our learning and in our being.

Pae‘ōpua: clouds
Our home of Mānoa valley is constantly and consistently adorned
with moist clouds. From over the sea up into our valley, these
clouds collect and form cloud banks that release rain water in an
attempt to traverse the Ko‘olau mountains at places like Konahuanui. These clouds are an important element of Mānoa’s
ecosystem, one of the important forces of nature that brings life
to our valley.

Kahaukani: wind
The hoahele, the travelling companion, of the clouds is the wind.
While there are many names for many types of wind, the most
famous wind of our ‘āina is called Kahaukani. According to the
legend of Kahalaopuna, Kahaukani is the name of the beautiful
chiefess’ father, who becomes the wind of Mānoa when he leaves
his station in the Earthly realm. As travelling companions, the
wind and the clouds work together to carry water from the ocean
up into the foothills of Mānoa.

Kahalaopuna: rainbow
Arching above mountain crests and sometimes just over our
heads majestic ānuenue are part of our daily life. In ancient times
ānuenue traditionally marked the home or location of ali‘i.
Ānuenue also remind us of the mo‘olelo of Kahalaopuna, the
chiefess who in life was said to be as brilliant as a rainbow and in
her transendence of this world came to reside in the rainbow itself.
She was the famous child of Kahaukani and Kauakuahine—the
wind and the rain of Mānoa.

Kauakuahine: rain
Hawai‘i keiki know there are no rainbows without rain. The mo‘olelo
of our place—the story of Kahalaopuna—instructs us that the rain
we know so well in Mānoa is the woman Kauakuahine. Nowadays,
this rain is called by its nickname, a shortened version of her full
name, Tuahine. This Tuahine rain is light and misty, and frequents
our campus. When joined in union with Kahaukani, the wind, we
see the fruit of their union—Kahalaopuna, our rainbow.

Kapae‘alii: resting spearheads
In this element, the ‘ohe kāpala design (bamboo stamp design)
creates a traditional motif representing a hala key (a single fruit of
the hala tree). Assembled, it is organized into the shape of a
spearhead. In this 178th year of Punahou School’s existence and
the twenty-fifth and final year of Dr. James Kapae‘alii Scott’s
leadership, this symbol memorializes Dr. Scott’s mark in history
representing his middle name—Kapae‘alii, the merciful chief. This
year, we acknowledge the greatness of a chief who would lay
down his spear in battle to spare a foe.

Waiākeakua: river water
Water of the gods. Waiākeakua is the name of the stream that
carries water from the foothills of the Ko‘olau mountains down to
Mānoa. It is said to be the name of the water that burst forth from
the rocky terrain when Kāne thrust his spear into the ground to
quench the thirst of his traveling companion, Kanaloa. It is
Waiākeakua, and streams like it, that flow toward the ocean and
populate springs, ponds, tributaries, and eventually fishponds,
shoreline estuaries, reefs and deep sea ecosystems.

Kapunahou: spring water
Ka Puna Hou: The New Spring. Kapunahou: the land surrounding
and named because of the presence of the new spring. Punahou:
the school built by those who occupied Kapunahou and who
knew this spring intimately. It is this spring that brought water to
this place—the water of the new spring that gave rise to the
population of this land—and thus it is the ultimate geneisis of the
school community we are blessed to be a part of today. While we
often identify the spring as the lily pond, we are encouraged to
revere and refer to them independently in this space and time.

Kalehuawehe: ocean water
An old and beloved name for the ocean outside of Waikīkī,
Kalehuawehe is a storied place frequented by chiefs and commoners alike. A great place for surfing, fishing, and fellowship, the sea
that makes up the outskirts of our ahupua‘a is a place where
people convened. The sea itself is a great connector. No ke kai mai
au—I am from the sea, is the way Kamapua‘a said to the locals
upon his arrival in Hawa‘i that he had arrived from another land.
“Nā Kai ‘Ewalu” is a nickname given to Hawai‘i by oldtimers,
meaning “The Eight Seas” and refers to Hawai‘i as a series of seas
rather than a collection of islands. It is this perspective about the
ocean that encourages us to consider the ocean, and its seas, as
conduits for connection rather than elements of separation.

