A BRITISH INTERNATIONAL BOARDING SCHOOL FOR BOYS AND GIRLS AGED 5-18
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FROM THE HEAD

Welcome to Merchiston International School.
It is with great honour and enthusiasm that I serve the community of MIS as its
founding Head of School. I am delighted to have the opportunity to work with
Merchiston Castle School in Edinburgh, Mr Vincent Chen, Mr Jianjun Lyu and
the key MIS pioneer group as we establish the very first international school in
the world with direct Scottish roots. This is truly ground-breaking and a most
exciting, unique and defining moment for education in Shenzhen and China.
As the first international sister school to Merchiston Castle School in Edinburgh,
we share the close foundational support and strong partnership of one of
Scotland’s leading independent schools. Threaded through our MIS education
will be the same ethos, identity and core pastoral tenets which characterise learning at Merchiston Castle School in Edinburgh;
our curriculum and teaching methods will meld the very best Socratic western and Confucian eastern educational traditions.
Our students learn through a first class international curriculum in state-of-the art facilities underpinned by the very best teachers
throughout the school. A rigorous academic curriculum, myriad enrichment opportunities, nurturing family care and support in
our boarding houses, strong links within the community, both locally as well as regionally, and the opportunities for leadership
and service all closely replicate those of our sister school.
We will have high expectations of ourselves and of our students, both inside and outside the classroom, and our aim is the
successful preparation of young people for the next stages of their education, achieving at the very highest levels. However,
none of this should come at the expense of a happy, safe and secure childhood and so the school’s abiding ethos is based
on people and relationships, with particular importance attached to helping our students develop personal character and
moral values to find their own place in the world.
We welcome prospective families, and interested teachers, to explore our school either through the website, or by visiting our
campus in Shenzhen for a tour of the facilities.

"Our aim is to provide children living in China with the finest and most innovative international education. Our approach
to education encourages the children in our care to excel in all they do and to expand their horizons. Our school
encompasses the best of international methods while upholding traditional Chinese cultural values. We help our students
to fully understand and comprehend the world around them and to embrace that world with confidence. We aim to
inspire our students to become committed global citizens, to strive for personal excellence and to develop a passion for
life-long learning. "

Chairman of the Board Mr. Vincent Chen, CEO Mr. Jianjun Lyu
Merchiston International School

Head of Merchiston International School

ABOUT THE SCHOOL
Merchiston International School (MIS) in Shenzhen is the first overseas campus of Merchiston Castle School, a top-ranked independent school
located in Edinburgh, Scotland, UK with a glorious history of over 185 years. MIS is also the first international school in Shenzhen providing a
British international education and boarding system.
Located in Longhua District in the north of Shenzhen city, MIS occupies a ground space of 20,000 square metres providing a building area of
50,000 square metres, which can accommodate 1,200 students with a maximum class size of 22. The school opened its doors to boys and
girls aged 5-18 (Years 1 to 13) in August 2018.
English is the primary language of instruction in MIS. Students from Years 1 to 9 study the English National Curriculum, with additional access to
Mandarin (Putonghua) language learning as part of the core curriculum. Students from Years 10 to 13 study for IGCSE (International General
Certificate of Secondary Education) examinations and GCE (General Certificate of Education) A Level examinations. The curriculum aims to prepare
our students thoroughly for their future studies in world-renowned universities across the globe and, at the same time, to facilitate their access
into society.
Adopting Merchiston Castle School’s ethos, MIS features a wide range of co-curricular activities, supported by state-of-the-art teaching and sports
facilities. We nurture our students and develop their talents in a diverse range of interests such as music, drama, art, science and technology; as
well as mainstream sports including football, swimming, basketball, tennis and rugby. We also provide opportunities for adventure and outdoor
activities such as golf among others.
MIS is a boarding school that implements the highest standards of pastoral care, food quality and safety and provides first class accommodation
with a high level of support and services to guarantee a healthy, secure, happy, comfortable and richly fulfilling campus life.
The school campus provides an unparalleled educational space for teaching, learning and boarding accommodation. Impressive facilities include
on-campus libraries, multimedia classrooms, integrated science laboratories, a black box theatre, an indoor swimming pool, tennis courts, a fitness
suite, and tastefully landscaped areas. These ensure that our school integrates an exciting and adventurous campus life with a beautiful academic
space for all students and teaching staff.

OUR MISSION AND VISION
MISSION
Through an innovative curriculum blending the essence of the best of both western and eastern cultures, we
aim to inspire young people to become global citizens in the pursuit of personal excellence in all things with
a passion for life-long learning.

MISSION STATEMENT
To give every student the capacity and confidence to live in a diverse, uncertain world, and to make that life as rich as
possible. More specifically we aim to encourage diligence, pride in achievement, honesty and independence, to face
challenge, to accept responsibility, to show concern for others and the environment and to develop wider skills and
interests.
Our main objective is always to motivate students to try their best and to strive to achieve the highest levels possible in
all areas – academic, cultural, sporting, service, leadership – and simply to live together as part of a nurturing, inclusive
community.
Merchiston International School (MIS) students are encouraged to make the most of their talents, and to look after one
another in a safe, caring environment, to ensure that school life is a happy time for all.
In the pursuit of excellence, we place great emphasis on two critical relationships namely – the relationship between
students and staff and the relationship between school and home. Thus, together as one harmonious community, we can
prepare our students for the challenges and opportunities that lie ahead.

VISION
To provide the best possible student support and pastoral care in a first-class international boarding and day school, with
high quality child protection and safeguarding policies and procedures.
To achieve the highest possible academic standards, in an environment where lifelong learning is fostered.
To develop an appreciation of art, drama and music for life.
To instil a lifelong love of sport.
To develop an awareness of environmental issues.
To nurture students to be caring, respectful and tolerant, enterprising yet service focused and prepared for whatever their
chosen field of endeavour may be.

STATEMENT OF VALUES
Our community of students, teachers, support and administrative staff and parents, fosters all aspects of education
including the sciences and the arts. We encourage a spirit of philanthropy, understanding and citizenship and the
attributes of bravery, creativity and high moral standards and ethics.

“Ready Ay Ready” —— Motto of Merchiston Castle School

OUR HISTORY

Located in Edinburgh, the capital city of Scotland, Merchiston Castle School has a history of over 185 years and a rich
academic heritage. Through the years a high proportion of its pupils have gone on to the UK’s top universities such as
Cambridge and Oxford and top universities around the world.
In May 1833, Charles Chalmers took a lease of Merchiston Castle, (the former home of John Napier of logarithm fame) which at that time stood in rural surroundings - and opened his academy, starting with some 30 boys.
Like his famous brother, Dr Thomas Chalmers, mathematician, physicist and theologian, Charles was also a brilliant and
original thinker in Mathematics and Science. It was therefore natural that he should include these subjects in the curriculum.
So, at a time when most other schools confined themselves to the study of the Classics, Merchiston was already taking a lead,
preparing its pupils for the world in which they would live.
Merchiston grew, but so did the boundaries of the City of Edinburgh. The Governors decided to move the School to Colinton,
so that its 210 students should once again enjoy the advantages of both town and country and the new School opened its
doors there in 1930. Soon after, in 1933, Merchiston celebrated its centenary, an event graced by their Royal Highnesses,
the Duke and Duchess of York. Fifty years on, at a time of further expansion and with 350 boys on the roll, their daughter, Her
Majesty The Queen, in turn visited the School and honoured its 150th anniversary with her presence.
The School's motto 'Ready ay Ready' features in the chorus of the School song (last revised in the 1950s but much older in
origin). This refrain is still sung enthusiastically by the School on frequent occasions.
Due to the efforts of Chairman of the Board, Mr Vincent Chen and CEO Mr Jianjun Lyu, as well as Merchiston Castle School’s
Governors and the Headmaster Mr Andrew Hunter, Merchiston International School opens its doors to students from all around
the world and expand Merchiston’s fine traditions and high standards in China.

Merchiston is proud of its past and looks forward to the future with confidence.

O U R

H I S T O R Y

STAFF

The Core Leadership Team at MIS :

Sophie took her degree in Greek and Roman Studies at the University of Birmingham
before moving to the University of Exeter where she completed her Primary PGCE,
specialising in the Early Years.
Hailing from Edinburgh, Chris has been working in education since 1991. After brief
spells in two independent schools in London he has taught and led in various
international day and boarding schools from the Bahamas to Beijing. He is a
dedicated, resourceful and goal-driven professional with a deep commitment to the
personal, social, emotional and academic growth and development of every student.
He enjoys working with colleagues who share his personal teaching philosophy to
provide the highest quality education that ensures every child (bar none) can maximise their
potential in a school that is a fun yet challenging, reflective learning environment and is a
community that fosters respect, a desire to learn and a commitment to achieving one’s very
best at all times. Above all, what he aims to build at MIS is a caring, challenging,
internationally-minded school that will provide transformational lifelong learning for all
its students. Chris is a lifelong learner himself and his other interests include sports and outdoor activities, fitness and health, the
theatre, music, exploration, good books and fine food.

After teaching in England, her first international teaching job was at the British
International School of Cairo, after which she returned to the UK to become Head of the
Early Years Foundation Stage at Sarum Hall School. She returned overseas as Head of
Early Years at Harrow, Beijing, where she gained invaluable experience as a leader.
Sophie offers a range of different extra-curricular activities which reflects her interests in
sports, animal welfare and child development.
In her own time, she is an avid reader and enjoys voluntary work, involving a number of
UK-based charities, including Barnardo’s.
Sophie is married, with a daughter and a son.

The outstanding teachers at MIS are well qualified and experienced with over 85% from the
UK and overseas.
Daniel completed his first degree and PGCE courses in Mathematics at Birmingham
University, with further research in the Teaching and Learning of Algebra. His UK career
involved promotion to a series of leadership roles, included an Assistant Headship at
Southfield Technology College and Workington Sixth Form College. Daniel taught
Mathematics at Kellett School in Hong Kong, prior to which he was Assistant Head
teacher responsible for Data and Organisation at Dulwich College, Beijing, where he
was also lead teacher for Higher Mathematics.
Daniel is an active member of Mensa, and enjoys sharing the many resources that this
provides with his students. Daniel can therefore offer a wide range of challenging
extra-curricular activities, including Logic & Spatial Reasoning, Cosmology and Higher
Order Problem Solving.
Daniel enjoys taking his family anywhere in the world where life is simple and the trappings of modern society are not close to
hand. His own interests include cosmology, culture, travel, geology and cricket. He lives at MIS with his wife Gabriella a piano
teacher and their 4 sons, Dominic, Patrick, Xavier and Hektor.

Simon graduated from the University of Bristol with a degree in Civil Engineering before
taking his PGCE at St Mary’s University, Twickenham. In his career, Simon has worked
at several independent schools in the UK and has gained experience in both the
academic and pastoral areas of school life having been a Head of Physics and
Science, Head of Sixth Form and most recently Housemaster of a large boarding house
at Taunton School in Somerset.
Simon has a passion for boarding life and is keen to develop this in his role at MIS by
building a happy and safe environment in which the boarders can flourish and grow to
be independent and confident learners and citizens.
Outside his work Simon is a keen traveller and has taken many expeditions across SE Asia. He also enjoys skiing and is always
eager to experiment with new cooking. His most recent distraction is the guitar which he has taught himself to play.

OUR RESULTS
Merchiston Castle School in Edinburgh has achieved outstanding
results in both academic and sporting performance through the
years, gaining a reputation as one of the UK’s leading
independent schools.
Academy Results
95% of pupils gained places at their first or second choice
university (based on Interim Results August 2018).
69% of pupils went to Russell Group Universities, Bath,
Cambridge, Oxford, St Andrews and leading international
institutions (based on Interim Results August 2018).
Scotland’s leading A* - B grade A Level School (2018).
83% A* - B pass rate at GCSE (based on Interim Results August
2018).
Sports Results
No.1 UK Junior Ranking Golf School (ISGA, 2014/15,
2015/16, 2016/17 & 2017/18).
No.2 World Tennis School (ISF, 2017).
No.3 UK Tennis School (LTA, 2018).
Representation in all of the 2017/18 Scottish National Rugby
Teams.
Awards
Best Head of Public School 2015 (runner up, by Tatler School
Guide).
Top 5% of UK schools for value-added (2015).

OUR CURRICULUM

Merchiston International School educates children from ages 5 to 18. The primary teaching language is English, with all
students from Years 1-9 additionally accessing Mandarin language learning as part of the core curriculum.
To give our students the best preparation for the future, our curriculum is a combination of tried and tested learning methods
with new ways to engage students. We describe it as a blend of eastern academic rigour with a wide reaching western
education.
MIS Juniors embraces a holistic approach to learning which aims to develop well rounded and independent learners.
Technology is integrated into all areas of learning. All Juniors classes use classroom iPads, as well as enjoying access to other
forms of technology through which the curriculum is enhanced and extended, preparing children for a modern world.
MIS Juniors uses the English National Curriculum to underpin all of its teaching and learning in English and Mathematics for
both Key Stage One and Key Stage Two. Other important subjects include PSHE, History, Science, Geography, Art, Design
and Technology. MIS uses the International Primary Curriculum (IPC) as a basis for planning for these learning areas.
Seniors students from Year 7 to Year 9 follow the MIS Key Stage Three curriculum which is based on the English National
Curriculum enhanced to meet the needs of our international student body.
In Year 10 the students begin their IGCSE (International General Certificate of Secondary Education) studies. This is a rigorous
two-year course of study that requires students to take a broad range of subjects covering Mathematics and Sciences, English
and foreign languages, the Arts and Humanities. It culminates in examinations at the end of Year 11 and prepares students
well for the two-year GCE (General Certificate of Education) A Level courses starting in Year 12.
Through all year groups, we approach language learning with a creative yet rigorous attitude which recognises that native
language literacy and fluency are essential in an environment with a diverse range of nationalities and cultures.

OUR CURRICULUM

CO-CURRICULAR
ACTIVITIES

Undertaking its mission of education for almost two centuries, Merchiston
Castle School (Edinburgh) has learned the importance, as well as the
secret, of teaching sports, arts, sciences and technology, and other
co-curricular courses. MIS caters to the unique gifts of each individual
student and encourages all students to participate in various specially
designed co-curricular courses and activities, so that all students can
achieve their full potential.
Edinburgh’s tradition of sports is endorsed by our international school and
will be customised to fit the climatic conditions in Shenzhen. To ensure
that students have sufficient access to exercise every week, one of our
school’s essential elements will be a focus on sports education. Sports to
be offered include badminton, football, rugby, basketball, tennis and
swimming, and we will collaborate with top-tiered PE institutes in
Shenzhen to provide our students with golf and other opportunities for
outdoor sports. We believe that providing ample opportunities for sport
encourages students to develop a strong physique and also teaches them
the merits of perseverance. We aim to provide support and guidance so
that every student finds the sport or activity that is right for them.
MIS has a team of excellent teachers of music, dance, drama, and the
arts and is equipped with specialized facilities for the highest quality
education in arts, including music rooms, dance and performance arts
studio, visual art room, black box theatre, creative craft room, etc. Here,
children's artistic passions can be ignited.
In addition, our school offers other co-curricular courses and activities,
including frontier technology courses such as Robotics, Environmental
Protection, and Alternative Energy, outreach and service projects.

CO-CURRICULAR
ACTIVITIES

