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ver the last five years,

we’ve accomplished so

much in our efforts to

make AACS the absolute
best school of choice for Christian fami-
lies in the country. Why settle for less?
The highlights of what we've accom-
plished over these past five years as well
as what we're looking forward to in the
years ahead are presented here.

I want to begin by acknowledging
three very important points. First,
we are well aware that the world is
changing at supersonic speed, with ever
expanding possibilities for learning. No
longer are we bound by the constraints
of the traditional classroom.

Second, surrounding these ever
expanding learning possibilities, we
have a world culture that is growing
increasingly away from Truth. Spiri-
tual warfare is all around us and public
schools are growing increasingly hostile
to Christianity. Raising Christian chil-
dren today is an even greater challenge
than it was just a few years ago. There is
an ever increasing need for a supportive

Christian community to partner with
parents and raise the next generation.

Third, we must always strive for
improvement. No matter how hard we
work this year, there will be more
to do next year. We must also differenti-
ate between mission and tradition: what
we do because it’s essential to our values
and what we do because we've always
done it. The status quo just won’t cut it.

The challenges are great, but also very
exciting. We're in a prime location to
learn about and to impact the world for
Jesus Christ. When you look at school
size, we are in the top 5% of indepen-
dent K-12 Christian schools in the
United States and we're right here near
Baltimore and Washington, D.C.
Our size means that you can get a
Christ-centered education, a Chris-
tian community, and still have lots of
choices for classes and activities. We're
preparing students for diverse lives and
challenging careers, yet also for a
lifetime of faithfulness to Christ, far
beyond graduation.

God is so much bigger than any
obstacle or challenge we will face. With
your support and partnership, AACS
will continue to thrive, providing
generations of children with an educa-
tion of excellence, enabling them to
impact the world for Jesus Christ.

In closing, I want you to know that
the AACS Board has offered me a new
five-year contract and I have accepted
and signed it. Barbara and I, and our
daughters back in So. Cal., believe that

our work here is not yet done. *

In His Service and Yours,

Rick Kempton, Superintendent
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ANCHORAGE is the magazine of Annapolis
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distributed to school parents, alumni, parents
of alumni, and friends of Annapolis Area
Christian School. A downloadable version is
also available online at aacsonline.org.
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A Taste of Italy raised $90,000
(q[ for the Anchor Fund!
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Campus Perspectives

Lower School :: Annapolis

A FOND FAREWELL
TO MRS. NANCY
PAVLISCHEK

by Rene Wheeler

ow do I say goodbye to my

principal, colleague and friend,

Nancy Pavlischek? When you
spend 20 years working with someone,
you have experiences which are hard
to imagine that will not continue. We
started out as team teachers of 4th and
5th graders. I was always impressed how
she challenged those who had the
ability to think and do more. I noticed
her special bond with students that
inspired them to be all they could
be. As a colleague, I had the privilege
of teaching her youngest daughter and
worked with Nancy in a parent-teacher
relationship. As principal, our bond
grew stronger when I “begged” to open
and run the computer lab. She took a
risk, letting me teach 5th grade in the
morningand computer in the afternoon.
Then as the years passed, she agreed to
the idea of making the computer job a
full-time position. I thank God that she
listened because this new plan allowed
me to use my God-given talents in other
ways like reading resource and chapel
planning. I thank God for her always
listening to my creative ideas for cha-
pel, mission projects, or whole school
events. She would cringe and hold on
to her seat when I would arrive in the
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morning saying, “You won't believe the
idea I just had!” Then she would help
me refine my “crazy” idea and make
it work or just give me her approval to
make it happen. We have planned so
many things together like chapel sched-
ules and themes, class schedules com-
plete with colored sticky notes and huge
posters, and our crowning achievement-
the DISCIPLE Principles. She taught
me to think through before answering,
to plan ahead, and think deeply
especially about our faith. But what I
will miss the most is having my friend
here every day with me. She introduced
me to lime La Croix, Depression glass,
the Marines, and we shared a love for
the Pittsburgh Penguins. We've shared

think through situations, to lead and
guide us to make our Lower School
program better and better every year.
She has been a spiritual leader for our
campus and the administrative coun-
cil. Under her leadership, our faculty
and staff have grown professionally to
work as a cohesive unit in working
for the children and the families they
represent. Two of her favorite books,
With All Due Respect, and Show Them
Jesus, have made a huge impact on the
focus of our teaching, how we discipline
children, and how we guide and direct
our students daily. Nancy also has
had a wonderful way of understand-
ing people’s gifts and putting them in
places and responsibilities where they

This is God's school. It always has been, and we know that
He will carry us into the future as He has carried us in the past.

our lives, our prayers, our children. We
became grandmothers together, sharing
toy ideas and funny grandma stories.
Yes, I will miss my principal, colleague,
and friend, but I know that God will
continue to bring her success as she
follows Him in the new path He has
laid out for her.

by Donna DeRoo
nnapolis Lower School has been
so blessed to be under the
leadership of Nancy Pavlisch-
ek these many years. Nancy is a great
problem solver and has helped us to

can freely use those gifts in a school
setting. She has always encouraged us to
be creative and try new things. Being in
a shared space with the church, Nancy
has worked hard to develop a good
working relationship with them and
has communicated our school needs.
Our Lower School faculty, staff, and stu-
dents will miss Mrs. Pavlischek greatly.
Our new Principal will have huge shoes
to fill, but this is God’s school. It always
has been and we know He will carry us
into the future as He has carried us in

the past. T



Lower School :: Severn

KINDERGARTEN'S
NEWEST TEACHER

by Karl Graustein, Severn LS Principal

ach day Evelyn Armstrong
travels the 45 miles between her
home in Bel Air and the AACS
Severn Lower School (SLS) campus.
She navigates Baltimore beltway trathc
rain or shine, warm or cold to be

Lower School :: Annapolis

WELCOME, PRINCIPAL
ELIZABETH WILLIAMS

t is a great honor to announce that

we've hired Elizabeth Williams to

serve as our new Annapolis Lower
School Principal. It was a very competi-
tive and comprehensive search process,
involving Board members, parents,
teachers, and members of the AACS
leadership team. Elizabeth’s love for
Christ and children, combined with
her energy, experience, and enthusiasm,
made her the best choice for our school.

with her students.

Evelyn joined the AACS team this
school year, and she serves as the
Kindergarten teacher at our SLS.
Evelyn and her husband, Gary, have two
children and two grandchildren. Evelyn
has been a part of the extended AACS
family for a while. Evelyn’s daughter
Erin Scheidt used to teach at the
AACS Middle School and Annapo-
lis Lower School, and her son-in-law,
Doug Scheidt, teaches and coaches at

the AACS Upper School.

Observing Evelyn for a few minutes,
you will clearly see how God has gifted
her to teach children. She walks into the
building with energy, and she loves
being with her students. She has created
a warm and welcoming classroom
where students learn and grow. She
crafts lessons that connect with 5 year
olds and inspires them to learn. They
have grown so much this school year!

Evelyn has been teaching elementary

Elizabeth has a master’s degree in
education, with a specialty in reading,
as well as a bachelor’s in education from
Grove City College. She has 18 years of
teaching and administrative experience
at the Lower School level. In addition
to her extensive teaching experience, she
has also served on the leadership team at
her current elementary school, served
as a Literacy Coach, led professional
development seminars, and worked
with students in need of learning
intervention.

Elizabeth and her husband Todd have
three sons who will all attend AACS
next year. Two will be in the Middle
School and their oldest will be a fresh-
man at the Upper School.

When asked about her new role with
AACS Elizabeth said, “To say that I am
excited might possibly be an understate-
ment. To work within a community that
integrates Christ along with academics,
athletics, and arts, is a dream come true
for our family.” She said “I can’t wait to
get to know the faculty and families of
AACS and continue the well-established
partnership between school and home

school for 28 years. She has taught every
grade level from PreK to 5th grade.
She brings energy, passion, and
expertise to our school. She earned her
bachelors degree in education from
Towson University and her master’s
degree in education from Covenant

College.

Evelyn has a strong faith that is
visible to her students every day. Her
church home is Abbott Memorial
Presbyterian Church in Baltimore. She
deeply loves Jesus Christ, and she highly
values teaching in a Christian school
where she can share her faith with her
students.

Evelyn also excels in the other respon-
sibilities she has outside of instruction.
She has spoken in chapel, she monitors
recesses and lunch, she meets with par-
ents, she works well with other teachers
and staff, and much more. Evelyn is a
gift from God to us and a fantastic
addition to our school. T

that seeks to promote the academic and
spiritual growth of all students.”

Nancy Pavlischek, current Annapolis
Lower School Principal, will finish out
this school year and retire officially
on June 30, 2017. Nancy says that
although she is excited for the retire-
ment life, she will also miss the joy of
being around children every day, as well
as the wisdom, friendship, and spiritual
encouragement of her incredible staff.
She is retiring in order to have more
time to spend with her family. Nancy
has been with AACS since 1998. She
will be greatly missed by students,
parents, and colleagues alike.

Elizabeth Williams officially begins
at AACS on July 1, 2017. She plans
to meet with Nancy over the summer
to learn from her wisdom and years of
experience. Elizabeth says she loves to
“fellowship over coffee and would
consider it a privilege to meet up with
faculty members or families to get to
know each other.” If you get the oppor-
tunity, please extend Elizabeth and her
family a warm AACS welcome. ©
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Middle School :: Annapolis

PSALM CELEBRATION

by Jen Redmon, 6th Grade Teacher

ow does God want us to pray?
First, we must pray from the
heart, to no other than the one
true God who has revealed himself in
his Word. Second, we must acknowledge
our need, hiding nothing, and humble
ourselves in his majestic presence.
Lastly, we must rest on this unshake-

able foundation: even though we do not
deserve it, God will surely listen to us
because of Christ our Lord. This is what
he has promised in his Word.

Sixth grade students culminated their
study of David’s Psalms with their
annual Psalm Celebration this month.
Students studied prayer in order to
discover a deeper relationship with
God — one in which they would learn
to trust God more and to submit to
him more willingly. The study also
invited students to be bold and
consistent in approaching God with
their praises and requests. God longs
for his children to communicate with
him, and prayer draws us into the
practice of communication with God.
The Bible provides us with many
examples of God’s people engaging in
prayer and through them we learn when

and how to pray, and how to respond
to God. Students examined the prayer
lives of several Biblical people in order
to assist them in developing a pattern
for their own prayer lives.

Students wrote original psalms of
thankfulness, pouring out their hearts
in praise to God. They worked dili-
gently to edit and revise their pieces and
practiced reading them with their class-
mates. Parents were invited on Friday,
May 19 to worship with the students as
they shared their psalms in Bible class.

The sixth grade theme is Transforma-
tion. We prayed that students’ hearts
and minds would be changed because
of this study, and that God would
continue to transform them to seek a
relationship with Him through prayer.
To God be the glory! ©

“If my people, who are called by my name, humble themselves and pray and
seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven
and will forgive their sin and heal their land.” 2 Chronicles 7:14

Upper School :: Severn

HEALTHY LIFE
CONFERENCE REVIEW

by Eric Hansen, Upper School Dean of Students

n Thursday, April 13th, AACS’
Upper School hosted its first
“Healthy Life Conference” for
students. This conference was birthed
by our Student Life Team as an attempt
to help meet the many social, emotional,
spiritual, and physical needs we are
seeing in our student community. To
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do this, we invited Rev. Sammy Foster,
head pastor at Lighthouse Church, to
open and close our day by talking with
kids about the importance of wisdom
to living a healthy life. Sandwiched
in between were four workshop sessions
dealing with some aspect of social, emo-
tional, spiritual, and physical health.

We sought to make this day look
as little like a regular school day as
possible. Students dressed casually, ate
lunch all together in an extended
lunch time, had double the normal
“passing time” between seminars, and

were given time to silently reflect on
what they'd learned. Most importantly,
students had the freedom to attend the
workshop sessions they felt would be
most beneficial to their growth. These
workshops were facilitated largely by
faculty and staff members, although we
also had presenters from the lower and
middle schools, as well as several AACS
parents and local church leaders.
The workshops covered such topics as
anxiety & depression, rest/relaxation,
healthy dating, pornography, handling

conflict, fear, establishing boundaries,



and learning to see others as God sees
them.

The purpose of the conference was
to further explore our year-long theme
of “the Good Life” by examining what
it means to live in healthy relationship
with oneself and others. We know that
so many of our kids — and so many of
us — struggle to live healthy, balanced
lives that are properly ordered with

Christ at the center. Our goal was to
help our students see how God’s truth
reaches beneath the surface and speaks
into every part of our lives — not only
our spiritual lives, but our emotional,
social, and physical lives as well.
Providentially, the conference was held
the Thursday before Easter, and we tried
to help kids realize in a new way how
our Lord’s resurrection not only grants
us eternal life, but also seeks to bring

healing and restoration to all of life in
the here and now.

It was such a blessing to be able
to both teach, and learn alongside,
students in an environment that was
different from a typical school day. We
heard many positive reports from kids
that the day itself — and especially the
workshops they attended - both
challenged and encouraged them. To
Him be the glory! T

Change is inevitable and we should
expect it. From retirements to seniors
graduating to families moving in and
out of the state, the make-up and
landscape of Annapolis Area Christian
School changes constantly. And yet,
there is a foundational constant among
us: our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
He continues to draw us in to changing
situations so that the Holy Spirit might
cause growth in us that brings praise to
God. Expanding our understanding in
the realm of stewardship is one major

or

227,

. Fund

by Graham Thorpe, ’97

area where Christ is challenging and
shaping our community. New and
good change is on the horizon and our
community is preparing to step out in
visible faith. Please join us in praying
for the future of AACS and for His plan
to be made clear as we stand together in
steadfast joy!

“But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior,
the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly body
to be like his glorious body, by the power that enables him
even to subject all things to himself.”

PHILIPPIANS 3:20-21

To make a gift to the Anchor Fund
online, visit aacsonline.org, and click on
the Anchor Fund button on the home
page. To send your gift by mail, use the
envelope provided in the center of this
magazine. T

AACS is a proud participant in
the Chesapeake Bay Area
Combined Federal Campaign (CFC).

The five digit code to
designate AACS is 22852.

For more info, visit www.cbacfc.org.
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BRAD STAFFORD, Class of 2001

f someone would have said to me

asasenior at AACS, “Brad, you are

going to be a missionary in Cape

Town, South Africa, with a wife,

five kids, and running an online
business” I would have laughed in their
face. Well, here we are 16 years after I
graduated in 2001 and I have been
doing EXACTLY that for the past
20 months (Lord willing with MORE
to come). God had plans for me that
came to fruition through His grace,
His work, and His connections. Eric
Hansen, Dean of Students at the AACS
Upper School and a teacher of mine
back in the day, put it this way, “Brad
was the ‘life of the party’ in high school.

|

He was the kid who everyone liked, but
who we all wondered if and when he
would ever take his life seriously. What
a blessing to see the Lord grab his heart
and use the very gifts that make Brad
so magnetic to now draw others to
Himself. Brad reminds me to take the
long view of students and to remember
that He gives us gifts on purpose with
the intent to use them for His glory.”

How we ended up in Cape Town is a
LONG story, but can be summed up by
saying that one of my best friends from
AACS (Dustin Coombe ‘01) married a
South African girl, my wife wanted to
travel, my business was 100% mobile
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and God did the rest. My three
best friends from AACS are still
some of my closest friends. In a
world where revolving friends
is the norm, we've somehow
managed to stay close despite
marriages, careers, moves and
the normal curveballs life throws at
you. What started as an amazing
holiday to visit Dustin turned into
an opportunity to volunteer and live
in a beautiful country while showing
Christ’s love to all we meet. Our desire
is for people that we come into contact
with to see that something is different
about our family and that Christ is that
difference.

So, what are we actually doing
in Cape Town? I am volunteering with
LivingHope where I focus on economic
empowerment, business training, and
business mentoring with the AMAZ-
ING students from South Africa. My
wife is homeschooling our five kids (all
under the age of nine) and helping me
build bridges into ALL aspects of the

community where we live.

I could easily fill the pages of this
publication with all the wonderful
stories of hope, faith, partnerships, and
love. From mentoring and befriending
Langa, a LivingHope student from the
Eastern Cape who resides in the local

township of Masiphumelele, who in the
span of 18 months went from a quiet
guy with no confidence, to a VOCAL
man of God who is running his own
business as a tomato greenhouse
farmer with two employees (that’s not
even bringing into account the awards
he’s received or how he has put GOD
front and center in his TV interviews
and successes), to our gardener Eric,
a 19 year old Malawian, who became
part of our family, and through my
connections with Langa and Khalipa
(another LivingHope student) has now
started to regularly attend church and
read his Bible daily, there is no shortage
of work to be done! As God would have
it, we were not “targeting” Eric, but
God put him in our lives and through
faithfulness to Him, Eric is growing
closer to our Father in heaven.
AWESOME!

The summer of 2017 brings us back
to Maryland to focus on family and
friends. In September we will be
moving back to Cape Town. As we raise
support and encourage others to pray
for us, we would love to connect with
anyone who’s interested, and we would
love to share our story in more detail as

I haven’t even gotten into the impact
ON and THROUGH my five amazing
kids!

“Uthixo maka Dunyiswe”
(10 God be the Glory!)

For more info about the Staffords and
their work in Cape Town or to contact
Brad visit https:/fwww. bradstafford.com/
category/staffords-in-south-africal T



As different as

Logether

they were in high school, these

siblings ended up being led to the same medical school
to be trained to become physicians together.

DANNY LEYDOREF, Class of 2006

an Leydorf, '06, and

Minna Leydorf, 09,

are both third year

medical students at the

University of Maryland
School of Medicine. While both are
passionate about medicine and the
opportunities this career provides them
to serve and lead in their community,
the Lord brought them through very
different paths to bring them to where
they are today. Danny and Minna both
shared a bit about how God brought
them to a career in medicine, and how
they each see the Lord leading them in
the years ahead.

THOUGHTS FROM MINNA:
I first felt the Lord pulling on my

heart to consider a career in medicine
during my junior year of high school.
In the midst of the stress of A.P. U.S.
History, and the excitement of prom
dress shopping - the typical experiences
of junior year - I also lost both of my
grandmothers within a five month span.

Spending so much time in the hospital
and around sick individuals whom I
loved definitely made an impression on
me, especially during such a formative
time of life. As years went by, I grew in
my love for science and compassion for
the sick, in addition to growing in con-
fidence that the Lord was leading me to
become a physician. I am so grateful for
my time at AACS, which encouraged me
to pursue excellence for the Lord’s glory.
In addition, after graduation I carried
with me the importance of engaging
culture for the sake of the gospel. I think
back on my Senior Practicum project,
and on Mr. Scheidts senior year Bible
class, and on the many discussions on
how the gospel affects how we live and
act when living and working in a secular
culture. 'm still not sure what kind
of doctor 'm going to be or what spe-
cifically God has in store for me in the
years to come, but I feel so blessed to
be able to serve the sick and represent
healing to the people around me.

THOUGHTS FROM DANNY:

My professional journey was nuanced.
I first pursued a career in politics with
the support and encouragement of Mrs.
Jane Brown — a paragon and mentor
who I can almost hear talking about
political situations as I think about
them (I would love to hear her talking
about the political scene today). With
time I grew frustrated with the direction
that politics has taken and the difhiculty
of any meaningful policy changes and
developments. As these thoughts were
solidifying, I was interning on the
Ehrlich campaign which overlooked the

MINNA LEYDOREF, Class of 2009

hospital. Those long hours coincided
with dreams of applying my labor
in ways that were more immediately
helpful. The view out my window was
hard to ignore and served as an object
of intense reflection and prayer. Today,

“Most of the meaningful people
in my life are related to AACS

in some way. I'm thankful
for both its impact and
the opportunities it
continues to open.”

I remember back to when I thanked
Mrs. Degenford profusely for the 5 on
the AP Bio exam that would allow me
to never take science again. It makes
me chuckle. I loved science, but it took
some real intervention to reveal it as
my calling. As I have continued on
I became acquainted with Dr. Adrian
Park, a man who has become a giant in
my life. I knew he was a doctor, I didn’t
realize he was a doctor’s doctor. My
acquaintance with Dr. Park is humbling
as | consider where I would be without
his direction and grounded yet inspiring
advice that is always firmly centered on
Christ and calling. This type of relation-
ship is a special type of discipleship that
comes rarely. AACS made me who I am.
Its teachers gave me the guidance and
moral decision-making capacity that I
have. Most meaningful people in my
life are related to it in some way. I'm
thankful for both its impact and the
opportunities it continues to open. L
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Alumnl Neujs STAYING CONNECTED

Tess Triolo ’11, lives
i in Pennsylvania, and
| was engaged to be
married on March
20, 2016 to Phillip
Schmitt. Their wed-

ding is set to take

place this June.
ﬁ__ Allison DeRoo ’03,
: ' and Samuel King
% (Sam) were engaged
b on  November 23,
2016 and will be mar-
ried this summer in
July. Sam is a Special Education Teacher
in Washington, D.C. Allison graduated
with her Masters of Education in May
2017 from Covenant College. She will
continue to teach Art at the AACS

Lower Schools next year.

Ashleigh (Verrillo)

4 Meeker ’00 and
& her husband John
. welcomed Daphne
“ Lucille Meeker into
the world on October 27, 2016. Here
she is enjoying life with her dog Maggie.

Sammie (Boerste)

’09 and Chad Mitch-

ell were married on
l June 26, 2015 in An-

napolis, and currently

live in Springfield,
_IL. Their son, Mark
| Landry Mitchell, was
born on January 4,
2017 at 8 pounds and
" 22 inches long.
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Jessie Girsch ’13 and
his wife Saman-
tha welcomed their
o daughter Aria Hope

& Girsch on March
s 8, 2016 in Round
Rock, Texas. Aria weighed 7 pounds,
4 ounces and 19 inches long. Jesse was
able to catch the first flight out of BWI
into the Austin airport and make it
there to hold his little girl. Since her
birth, the Girsch family currendy lives
in Laurel, Maryland while Jesse finishes his
last year at Liberty University.

Lindsay (Palumbo)
Wilkins 03 and her
s, husband, Chris, are
living in Ottawa, ON,
where he is currently
, stationed in an ex-

change job with the
US Navy. Lindsay paints abstracts and
Chris is training for an IronMan in
August, in the midst of raising their three
kids - Silas (4.5), Delia, (2.5) and Cora
(9 months).

Magdalene (Pantelides) Sfondouris
’01 was featured in What's Up? Annapo-

g Jis magazine as one of
the top teachers of
2017. She teaches
" at St. Martin’s Lu-
& theran. Currently she
is teaching G6th-
*®_ 8th grade English,
B9 Creative Writing and
1 Study Skills.

swam for

Katelyn Sowinski ’13
AACS and head coach Scott Ward

and competed for the Eagle Swim Team
prior to AACS adding the program in
2012. She qualified for three events at
the US Olympic Trials and earned spots
on the Junior National, National
and World Championship rosters
during her career. She was in the top
ten throughout the competition 2016-
17 season, this being her senior year
at Penn State. She holds the university
record for the 500 Free with a time of
4:40.72, earned in her sophomore year
at the B1G Championships.

TAYLOR
MURRAY

< FG ‘ FT ,
46.2% 84.2%

2 POINTS 366

)

KERTICR! &
- A

Taylor Murray ’15 currently attends
University of Kentucky studying Public
Health and has made the 2016-17
Winter SEC Academic Honor Roll. She
is also finishing out a very successful
basketball season as a sophomore this
year. T

Do you have some exciting news

to share with us?

Email your updates to akastendike@aacsonline.org to be
included in the next issue of Alumni News announcements!
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CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES!
Welcome to the alumni association!

HOMECOMlNG 20] / INTE ALUMNI

EVENTS

December 2017

Alumni Christmas Reception,
Federal House Annapolis

January 2018

Young Alumni
Chapel & Luncheon,
Upper School

Athletic Hall of Fame Induction Fall Festival for all ages
Banquet at Kilby Athletic Center Homecoming Football game

Alumni Reunions* for classes

of 2007, 1997, and 1987

Blue & Gold Day at all campuses
*Meet at the Alumni Tent!

Upper School Athletic games
Upper School Powder Puff game
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This spring, Annapolis Area Christian School was the winner for

Best Private Lower School x-s)
Best Private Upper School 9-12)

and finalist for Best Summer Sports Camp and the Best Summer Fine Arts Camp!

Proceeds to benefit AACS Athletics.
Sponsorships and Volunteer
opportunities available.

REGISTER to play online at www.aacsonline.org

CONTACT 410.519.5300 x2116 or
akastendike@aacsonline.org for information.
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C FuAS B Online Registration Now Open!
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