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LOOKING AHEAD:
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OCTOBER-NOVEMBER 2018

ord, I release my children to Your care and protection, and I
relinquish my will for them in favor of Your will. I know I can’t go
everywhere my child goes, but I know You do. Please protect them.
Give us wisdom for how to parent well. Give us peace in Your goodness
toward our children and Your love for us. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.

 OCTOBER 25

__________________
_____________________
Parent/Teacher Meetings

6:00-p.m. –9:00 p.m.
 NOVEMBER 1
Liturgy—All Saints Day
9:05-a.m. –10:20 a.m.
 NOVEMBER 3
Auction Kick-Off Party for
Freshman Parents
at the home of
Joy & Paul Posoli
6:30-p.m. –10:30 p.m.
 NOVEMBER 7
Faculty & Staff Appreciation
Lunch Hosted by
Junior Class Parents
11:10-p.m. –12:20 p.m.
 NOVEMBER 14
Athletic Signing Day/
Special Events Committee
2nd Period
NOVEMBER 27
Christmas Tree Trimming
In the Library
6:30-p.m. –8:30 p.m.
NOVEMBER 29
Strake Jesuit Open House
7:00-p.m. –10:00 p.m.
DECEMBER 1-2
Mothers’ Club and Alum
Mothers’ Retreat
Retreat Leadership Center
DECEMBER 5
General Meeting, Advent
Mass for Mothers & Lunch
Jesuit Residence
10:00-a.m. –1:00 p.m.
DECEMBER 14
Amigas Staff/Maintenance
Lunch
11:30-a.m. –12:30 p.m.

Letter from the President
October brings the heart
of football season, homecoming and Halloween
(and, hopefully cooler
weather)! The boys have
settled into their rhythm
with the new schedules,
and, soon enough, we will
miss
seeing
those
Freshman name tags as the boys shed them.
November is right on our heels, too, and it
brings with it a celebration of Saints, and a
season of thanks. I am thankful for both of
my sons to become Men for Others through
an education at Jesuit. I am also thankful for
the many ways in which our school forms
our sons, and I am thankful for our many
current parent volunteers who give back
countless hours to the school in
appreciation. Even if you have not had time
yet, there still are many open spots available
that might fit into your schedule for you to
jump in and help. I’ve even been
approached by Senior moms who want to
get involved, and transfer moms, like the
one who asked how to find her way to the
Auction Committee meeting. I am thankful
for our alum moms who so graciously have
returned to Strake Jesuit to volunteer for
events. Their service allows our current
moms to fully attend to events, such as the
Mother Son Luncheon, and the Back to
School Night.

Guild of Catholic Women, and knew just
how to punch up our Mothers’ Club
newsletter with this new format. She has
ideas for new features, such as recipes, and
featuring works of art from our art museum.
Next, we thought of interviews. In this issue,
we have the first of a two-part interview
with Mr. Jon Polce by Lenten Retreat
Co-Chair Wendy Wall; a write up by alum
Daniel Garcia-Prats, an interview with
Weekend Retreat Co-Chair Eileen Meinert;
and recipes by head Mentor Mom Sally
McMillan and Senior mom Diane Wilcyznski.

Many of you have noticed that this
newsletter has a new look, this year. Our
new Communications Chair Tracy Ruffeno
creates a lovely newsletter for the Charity

“Use what talent you possess: the
woods would be very silent if no
birds sang there except those that
sang best."

If you have a recipe you would like to submit
for an upcoming newsletter (you won’t see
one from me, I can burn fish sticks with the
best of ‘em), have a suggestion for an
interview, or an idea for a new feature,
please let us know. It is a nice way to reach
our community of Jesuit parents, and they
will be published approximately every other
month. Send an e-mail message to Tracy
Ruffeno:
tlruffeno@aol.com
or
me:
mcpresident@strakejesuit.org with your
son’s favorite service project or your
favorite place to grab a bite in Chinatown; or
with any ideas you might have.
Wishing all of you a happy Halloween and
prayers and celebration of All Saints Day!
Sharon Lundgren
Mothers’ Club President

– Henry Van Dyke
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DID YOU KNOW?

________________________________
Did you know there is a Facebook page for the Strake
Jesuit Mothers’ Club? You automatically are a member
of Mothers’ Club if you are a Strake Jesuit parent.
To follow the Facebook page, simply ask to join at
Strake Jesuit Mothers’ Club by listing your son’s
name and year, and one of our moderators will
approve you. Let your Jesuit parent friends know, too!

FOLLOW YOUR SON’S SCHEDULE NIGHT
Ruth Ann Stiles and Diana Boihem along with their
team of parent and NHS student volunteers welcomed a large
crowd of parents back to school, August 23, 2018.
Special thanks to our alum mothers for helping also! Faculty
and staff were fed ahead of the event. Parents were checking
out the new school year bell schedule with longer breaks and
their sons’ new classes.
Our Spirit Store was packed with parents purchasing items
for the new school year. Thank you to Wendy Chopin for
keeping the store open late into the evening!
Thank you to our chair Jennifer Teague for organizing
volunteers for the Spirit Store for both the evening (alum
moms) and the year (current parents).

FOLLOW
YOUR SON’S
SCHEDULE
NIGHT
Below—Mothers’ Club Closet Chairs,
Annette Higgns, Kelley Jakubik
and Sarah Daniel.
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A Round of Applause
Sincere thanks to the following volunteers for taking time out of their busy schedules to work on Mothers’
Club events since our last newsletter.
Sally Clark, Eva Aruffo, Kathleen Broussard, Charmaine Constantine and Victoria Stratton Admissions Support- Open House and Prospective Parent Coffees
Adriana Borsos and Sandra Soto - Amigas
Michelle Townsend and Cathy Pellegrino - Board Hospitality and Christmas Lunch
Kristen Holy and Michelle Cashiola, Tonya Ellis and Sylvia Spivey - Care Team and Knitting team
Jane Jamieson, Cindy Miller and Annette Higgins - Christmas Fund
Sandra Soto, Fiorella Cortes and Meg Thorburn - Christmas Tree Trimming
Juanita Chretien, Jacqueline Kenneally, Mary Schneidau and Joy Posoli - College Night
Tracy Ruffeno - Communications
Aimee Verheeck and Lori Montgomery - Counselors Office Support
Dana Benoit, Katheryn Hung, Karen Lade and Kim Wilkie - Faculty/Staff Appreciation Lunches
Ruth Stiles and Diana Boihem - Follow Your Son’s Schedule Night
Kristen Leach, Kim Palumbo and Aimee Verheeck - Homecoming
Jessica Donnelly - Library support
Monica Jones and Jeanette Leach - Liturgy Support
Annette Higgins, Kelley Jakubic, and Sarah Daniel - Mothers’ Club Closet
Eileen Meinert and Sheryl Barrett - Mothers’ Club and Alumni Moms Weekend Retreat
Laura Dzierzanowski, Meg Thorburn, Karen Gonsoulin - Mother – Son Luncheon
Joni Checcia and Liz Franklin - Museum
Michael Green, Sally Green, Dr. Ron Peters, and Dr. Lecresha Peters - NOVA
Elizabeth Mcloughlin-Garcia and Monica Reese - Parent- Teacher Meetings
Liz Franklin and Carissima Uptmor - Special Events Reception
Stasi Ogier and Stephanie Blakes - Special Projects
Jennifer Teague - Spirit Store
Carolina Sievers and Patrice Wilson - Student Dances Chaperones
Cathy Harris and Rebecca Hoelscher - Student Retreat Support
Elizabeth Garcia McLaughlin - Volunteer Database
Liaison activities:
Alumni Moms – Julie Jewett
Auction – Stephanie and Josh Davis
Auction Kick off parties – Joy and Paul Posoli and Kim and Carl Palumbo
Booster Club – Dawn Koenig
Dad’s Club – Ross Fava
Mentor Moms Chair – Sally McMillan
Spring Fling – Michelle Cashiola, Kristen Holy and Eileen Conery
Spring Fling Raffle Collections – Cathy Harris and Linda Whitson

CATHOLIC
HIGH SCHOOLS
COLLEGE NIGHT
Strake Jesuit served as host for the
Houston Area Catholic Schools
College Night, Tuesday, October 2.
The Strake Jesuit Mothers’ Club,
along with the other Catholic High
Schools, served dinner to the college
representatives in Moran Dining
Hall. More than 200 colleges were
represented and more than 1,800
students attended the event. This
was an exciting night for our Catholic
community. The Catholic High
Schools each decorate a table for the
college representatives in the Dining
Hall, and many of them were quite
c r e ati v e !
M a ny t h a n ks t o
Jacqueline Kenneally, Mary
Schneidau, Juanita Chretien and
Joy Posoli (photo below) and their
wonderful volunteers for
making
the evening run smoothly.
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La Familia

James Surls and Charmaine Locke

________________________________________________________________________________________________

For more than 20 years, the Strake Jesuit
community and our neighbors passing by on
Gessner Road have enjoyed and pondered La
Familia, the whimsical sculpture by internationally renowned artists, and husband and wife
team, John Surls and Charmaine Locke.
Originally installed, in 1991, as the focal point of
the Mariposa Sculpture Park in Corpus Christi, it
was their first outdoor collaborative artwork.
Locke created the enormous mixed media pitcher
adorned with glass and porcelain mosaic to hold
Surls’ intriguing, feather-like signature metal
spikes. In 1997, Locke and Surls generously
loaned the piece to Strake Jesuit. Sadly, decades
of exposure to the elements has taken a toll on
the sculpture that the artists cannot repair onsite, so they have decided that the time has come
to return it to their beloved Splendora studio. It
is with deep gratitude to the artists that we bid
farewell to this iconic sculpture that so enriched
daily life on campus.

James Surls and Charmaine Locke

THANK YOU!

La Familia, 1990-1992
Mixed Media
240" x 95" x 57"

SAVE THE DATE
The Auction Kickoff Party for Sophomore, Junior and Senior parents, held October 13, at the home
Kim and Carl Palumbo, was a lot of fun.
Freshman Parents are invited to an Auction Kickoff Party, November 3, at the home of Joy and
Paul Posoli.
Mark your calendar for the Wine and Whiskey Pull Party, January 31, at the home of Tara and
Mike Parker. For more information, visit the Auction page of the school’s website.
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THE AUCTION NEEDS
YOUR SUPPORT

P

lease consider becoming an Auction
underwriter. In early November, the
Auction Committee will mail
information about ways to support the
Auction as an underwriter. Underwriters
help to make the Auction a success by
sponsoring portions of the event. There are
many levels of underwriting from $500 to
$5,000, and every dollar of underwriting
will help to offset the event costs.
Underwriters may be individuals,
companies, or groups of friends.
Underwriting
donations may be tax
deductible. We also are happy to allow your
company matching program to pay a
portion of your donation, and will help with
the paperwork if you would like.
It’s time to think about a Sponsor Table!
Watch for the Auction mailing with
information about how to secure a Table
Sponsorship. Again, different levels are
available from $5,000 to $18,000, with
different benefits at each price level. Each
table seats ten guests and the sponsorships
may be shared. In other words, five couples
may split a Sponsor Table.

STRAKE JESUIT
ART MUSEUM
COMMITTEE
The Strake Jesuit Art Museum
Committee held their first
meeting with 25 volunteers,
September 12. The committee is
w o r k ing o n s p e c ia l t o ur
development, docent support,
research, database cataloging,
maintenance and restoration, and
promotional events and displays.
CrusaderARTS is just starting to
gear up for the February 21, 2019
contest and exhibition.

Left—Mothers’ Club
Board Hospitality
Chairs—Cathy
Pellegrino and Michelle Townsend
Below—Dance
Chaperone Co-Chair
Carolina Sievers
and her son.

Individual tickets to the Auction will be
available for sale, in early February, 2019.
Now is a great time to consider making a
donation to the Auction. We gladly accept
donations of all kinds and we even have gift
registries set up to make giving as easy as
possible. If you have any questions about
the Auction, please contact Stephanie
Davis at steph_davis1@yahoo.com or Jill
Ribbeck at jribbeck@strakejesuit.org.
OCTOBER-NOVEMBER 2018
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Spiritual Adoption
Prayer Initiative:
Interview of Mr. Polce

involved in the promotion of the vocation and
growth of Jesuit priests.

“The way that this works is that, whenever you
gather in prayer, personally or as a family, you
can offer up some of your prayers for the young
by Wendy Wall
man you have agreed to spiritually adopt,” said
____________________________________________ Mr. Polce, SJ. “The goal is to pray for the graces
on Polce,SJ had that he needs, on a consistent basis.”
a mission.
His Mr. Polce, SJ’s initiative began with 23 Jesuit
mission,
during seminarians, and the initial response from
his first year as a novice the Strake Jesuit community has been
to become a Jesuit overwhelmingly positive, with more than 100
priest, was to go on a families responding. Yet, he is keeping the
pilgrimage and travel invitation open to more families and inviting
across the United States further prayer.
in
three
weeks.
Typically, this would be “By accepting this invitation, you are taking this
an easy trip for anyone, young Jesuit into your spiritual home and
except he had no money, offering to pray on his behalf to our Lord for the
no cell phone and was spiritual graces and care that he will need this
unable to contact family year. As one Church, and one mystical body of
and friends for help. He Christ, we are charged in Scripture with caring
had his clothes and his for the spiritual needs of our brothers and sisters
Bible.
in the faith. Thank you for saying yes to give the
greatest gift of all - your prayer.
While sitting in a prayer
garden praying in anxiety, asking God for help, a I want every family involved to know how much
woman walked up to him and placed a $20 bill in this prayer network means to us seminarians.
his prayer Bible. Small miracle by small miracle, I’ve walked, lived with and know each person on
Mr. Polce, SJ reached his destination and learned this list personally. I know they need prayer as
to depend on God for his needs. For each young they stay up late at night grading papers, working
man striving to become a Jesuit priest, this is one in a prison ministry, or studying for their exams,
of the steps in his 11-year journey.
all around the country. They need our prayers
and spiritual support to receive God’s grace of
To help ease and enhance young priests’ spiritual perseverance and support. We are grateful. This
journey, this year, Mr. Polce, SJ introduced the prayer may seem small to you, but it is vital and
Spiritual Adoption Prayer Initiative to the Strake the best gift we could receive.”
Jesuit community.
Utilizing prayer at its
foundation, the new ministry allows the parents
Above—Mr. Polce (Photo Credit—Houston
and families a peek into the lives of these
remarkable young men and enables us to become Vocations—Archdiocese Galveston—Houston)

J

For more information or to join Strake Jesuit’s
Spiritual Adoption Prayer Initiative,
please contact Jon Polce, SJ at
jpolce@strakejesuit.org.
Strake Jesuit Mothers’ Club Newsletter

OPEN HOUSE for PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS
November 29, 2018
We need YOU to help make the 2018 Strake Jesuit Prospective Student Open House a
success! The Open House, Thursday, November 29, is Strake Jesuit’s chance to make a memorable
impression on prospective students and their families. More than 1,200 people attend this event,
and it will take an army of volunteers to make it happen. There are many ways to help - donate
cookies, plate cookies in the morning, make sack lunches for teachers and student volunteers,
set-up Moran Hall, work the evening event and clean-up afterward.
A major component of this event is collecting 250 dozen holiday cookies and brownies to
help feed our guests. Please watch the parents’ weekly e-mail news to sign up to work or to donate
homemade holiday or bakery/store bought cookies.

COUNSELORS’ OFFICE
SUPPORT COMMITTEE
_____________________________
Committee volunteers prepared 100 goodie
bags for the visiting college representatives
for the Catholic High Schools College Night.
Thank you to Aimee Verheeck and Lori
Montgomery for leading this committee
and organizing, and to the entire team for
successfully completing the first event of
the year to assist the Counseling
Department.
They also stocked the Counseling Office
with snacks for the boys to enjoy when they
visit the Counseling Office. There will likely
be another round of goodie bagging
mid-school year.
Additional volunteers
always are welcome.

OCTOBER-NOVEMBER, 2018
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HOMECOMING 2018
A Party In Paradise, October 20, 2018
The Crusaders took on Pearland in the Homecoming Football Game, Friday, October 19, in Clay
Stadium. The following night, the Competition Gym was turned into a tropical paradise for the
Homecoming Dance. Thank you to all who volunteered to help make this a memorable evening for
the boys and their dates.
Below—Dance Chaperone
Chairs—Carolina Sievers
and Patrice Wilson

Strake Jesuit Mothers’ Club

Left—Homecoming Chairs—
Aimee Verheeck, Kim
Palumbo & Kristen Leach

FACULTY & STAFF APPRECIATION LUNCHES
September 12, the parents of Seniors showed their appreciation to the faculty and staff by hosting
an Italian themed lunch. The feast was well-attended and many faculty and staff voiced their
appreciation. Thank you to the Senior parent volunteers and Faculty & Staff Appreciation Chairs
Kim Wilkie, Katheryn Hung, Karen Lade, and Dana Benoit (Below right photo).

The Faculty and Staff Appreciation Luncheon hosted by the
Junior Class sponsored will be November 7, in the Parsley
Center.
Each class sponsors a luncheon for the faculty and staff during
the school year. The Sophomore and Freshman classes will
have their turn in the spring. Watch for the weekly e-mail to
parents for a link to sign up to volunteer by assisting with the meal or contributing to the raffle.
All parents are invited and encouraged to participate for their class luncheon.
If you have any questions, please contact Kim Wilkie at rkwilkie1@yahoo.com.
OCTOBER-NOVEMBER, 2018
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SAVE THE DATE
FOR THE

48TH ANNUAL

STRAKE JESUIT SPRING FLING
SUNDAY, MARCH 3, 2019
LAISSEZ LES BONS TEMPS ROULEZ!
MARDI GRAS THEME ADDS TO EXCITEMENT FOR
2019 SPRING FLING FUNDRAISING EVENT
Save the date for the 48th Annual Strake Jesuit Spring Fling Fundraising Festival to be held Sunday, March 3
from noon – 6 p.m. at Strake Jesuit College Preparatory, 8900 Bellaire Blvd., Houston, Texas 77036. There is
no charge to attend the event, however Spring Fling doubloons/coins can be purchased day-of or may be prepurchased for food and games.
Please join co-chairs Michelle Cashiola (mcashiola@gmail.com), Eileen Conery (eileen.conery@att.net),
and Kristin Holy (ckholy@windstream.net), in making this the best Spring Fling event to date! In recognition of Mardi Gras weekend, the 2019 Spring Fling event will feature a Mardi Gras theme, so one can expect
traditional carnival activities and Cajun-style food! Don’t be surprised if there’s a “second line” passing
through campus to Mardi Gras music that will be hard to resist.
Since 1970, Spring Fling has been a favorite fundraising activity that brings the public together with the
Strake Jesuit community for a day of fun festivities, all while raising much-needed funding for financial aid.
The festival features more than 15 food vendors, a variety of games, crafts, professional and student-led
entertainment, as well as many other activities, appropriate for all ages. The current financial aid budget for
Strake Jesuit is $2.2 million, about 13 percent of the student population.
For more information or to sponsor a booth, please contact: Sheri Bordelon – sbordelon@strakejesuit.org,
713-490-8160 or visit “Support” at www.strakejesuit.org.
# # #

Strake Jesuit Mothers’ Club Newsletter

Care Knitting Team
The Mothers’ Club Knitting Group is off to a great start. Veteran knitters have shown new knitters
the ropes at two of the knitting gatherings.
Blankets and shawls knitted or crocheted by this group are blessed by Father Tony Rauschuber
and distributed, upon request, to those boys, parents, faculty or staff going through hardship in
our Strake Jesuit community.
If you are interested in attending or learning to knit, the meetings are every other Wednesday from
8-11 in cafeteria conference room, and you can contact Tonya Ellis (tonyaellis@live.com) or
Sylvia Spivey (rkspivey@comcast.net) to confirm meeting dates and times.
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INTERVIEW WITH SJ MOM AND VOLUNTEER EILEEN MEINERT

E

ileen Meinert is the mother of John (‘20), and
serves as the Co-Chair of the Mothers’ Club
Overnight Retreat for current and alumni mothers.
She also leads retreats for the homeless based on Jesuit, or
Ignatian, spirituality.

Trained volunteers then go to the housing facilities to invite
the candidates personally – the hospitality and companionship of the retreat begins with the initial invitation. Team
members pick up the retreatants on the first morning of the
retreat and will also drive
them back.
Eileen
The Ignatian Spirituality
stated,
“We
work
hard
to
Project (“ISP”) provides
e
d
u
c
a
t
e
t
h
e
c
a
s
e
retreats and on-going
managers
on
who
will
be
spiritual companionship
a good candidate for the
for
people who are
retreat – we are asking
“homeless”. Social work
the retreatants to share
programs can provide
their stories and listen to
help with education,
others’ stories.
They
employment
and
have to be willing not to
housing,
and
even
be isolated any longer.
therapy and addiction
Sometimes the stories
treatment.
Without
are difficult to hear, but
spiritual transformation
what makes it less
though, many will find it
difficult is knowing that
difficult to maintain any
healing is happening; the
new status.
An ISP
participant is letting
retreat provides a spark
something go in order to
for transformation, and
move forward – they are
the ongoing program
creating a new reality for
continues to support the
Eileen Meinert—Far Right
their
lives,
in
response
to the love and
spiritual
growth
of
retreatants.
community
they
experience
in
the
safe
space
of the retreat.”
Some of the retreatants will join the volunteer
team as “witnesses” and facilitators.
Eileen spoke about a woman named Glenda who “had
Eileen explained that Ignatian spirituality is a great fit for been praying for God to help her get off the street and out
people on the margins in part because of two of Ignatius’ of her destructive lifestyle, because she knew she couldn’t
insights – one of which you might have heard about in do it herself. One day, as she saw a policeman coming to
Orientation to Ownership – that the Creator deals directly arrest her, she had a moment of awareness; she knew it was
with His creature, and that God can be found in all things. her rescue. That’s the word she used. She later thanked
“In the depths of darkness that our retreatants have come him in person.” As another woman heard her speak, she
from, on retreat they often become aware of a God who began to recognize that God had been present in her life.
relates to them as they are right now, not a God who relates She said, “if this is what you mean by God…,” and began to
only to those who haven’t made mistakes, or who don’t relate her experience that she could now name as “Godhave significant issues or burdens. Ignatius’ insight is that experience”. Eileen relates, “On the evaluations, we always
God comes to us as WE are.” The retreatants do not have to get high scores on how the retreat impacts their spiritual
be Catholics or Christians but they do need to be seeking journey. They write, ‘I get it now that God is with me, alspirituality. The retreat provides a connection to the God ways.’ Or ‘I feel closer to God.’ One woman this fall said,
who is at work in their lives, and helps them to name their ‘Something has been opened up; and it’s not my eyes, it’s
my heart.’ We used to have a tagline about ‘ending
experiences as God-experiences.
homelessness.’ One woman said, what do you mean
Eileen said she always has had a desire to pull up a milk ‘ending homelessness?’ By the end of the retreat she said
crate and ask people on the street about who they are and she realized that she ‘had a home with God’.”
about their stories. After she earned her spiritual direction
certificate in 2013, Eileen sensed a desire to volunteer, but ISP is 20 years old, is now in 31 cities in the U.S. and
she wanted something deeper than a transactional Canada, and has been in Houston, since 2009. It is the
involvement with people. When she learned of the Ignatian largest Jesuit volunteer organization. A longitudinal study
Spirituality Project, her sense was that God had been has shown that the retreat makes a significant difference
reaching to her through her desires, and that ISP combined for people in terms of employment, being clean and sober
her spiritual direction calling – finding God in our personal long-term, housing and family reunification.
For more information on the ISP program for either
stories—with her long-time interest in homelessness.
women’s or men’s retreats, contact Eileen Meinert at
Currently, ISP holds two men’s and two women’s retreats Eileen@themeinerts.com.
each year.
Eileen maintains relationships with case
managers at various facilities who identify candidates.

OCTOBER-NOVEMBER, 2018
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CARE TEAM
Many thanks to the CARE Committee. This team continues to pray for those in our SJ community
and stand by ready to help with meals and assistance, prayers (or blankets from the knitters) for
those in need. Our CARE team already has been fast in action to help one of our Jesuit families,
and, in one case, worked directly with our Amigas team to coordinate services. Thank you, Amigas
moms!
If a need arises within our Strake Jesuit families, teachers or administration, it only takes an
e-mail message or phone call to our CARE team leaders Kristen Holy (ckholy@windstream.net)
or Michele Cashiola (michellecashiola@icloud.com) or Mr. Lojo’s office.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

NEW—CARE/PRAYER ROSARY GROUP
The CARE team is forming a Rosary Prayer Group. This new group is just getting started and will
gather once a month to pray the Rosary for intentions known to the CARE team. At this time, they
intend to meet the second Thursday of the month at 7:00 a.m. in the Lahart Chapel.
The scheduled meeting dates are:
 November 8
 December 13
 January 10
 February 14
 March 21 (third week due to Spring Break)
 April 11
 May 9
Those wishing to learn how to pray the Rosary are invited to attend. Contact: Gina Andrews
(gandrews@ohdlegal.com); Laura Johnson (lovjohnson@icloud.com) or Wendy Wall
(wcommunication@earthlink.net), if you are interested or for more information.

STUDENT RETREAT SUPPORT
Volunteers helped Cathy Harris and Rebecca
Hoelscher prepare pendants and chains for this
year’s Junior Class for their Kairos
experience. Student retreats for Sophomores,
Juniors and Seniors have begun and are
underway throughout the school year.
The
Freshman Retreat is in November!
Retreat Support volunteers assist the Pastoral
Ministry team behind the scenes throughout the
year with a variety of tasks including banner
sewing, nametag printing, letter sorting and snack
shopping.
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MOTHER SON LUNCHEON

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ___________________________________________________________

FOLLOWING THE PSAT AND SENIOR CAREER DAY TALKS, 1,460 MOTHERS AND SONS ATTEND THE
ANNUAL MOTHER SON LUNCHEON AT THE BAYOU CITY CENTER, OCTOBER 10. WE WERE HONORED
TO HEAR FROM MOTIVATIONAL SPEAKER AND AUTHOR OF ENTHUSIASTIC YOU, JOSHUA EVANS.
HIS HUMOR, EXAMPLES OF MEN FOR OTHERS AND TALES OF HIS ADOLESCENCE RESONATED WITH
THE AUDIENCE. THANKS TO LUNCHEON CHAIRS LAURA DZIERZANOWSKI, MEG THORBURN
AND KAREN GONSOULIN (CENTER PHOTO NEXT PAGE) AND THE MANY VOLUNTEERS INCLUDING
ALUM MOTHERS WHO WORKED BEHIND THE SCENES TO MAKE THE LUNCHEON A MEMORABLE ONE.

OCTOBER-NOVEMBER, 2018

MOTHER SON LUNCHEON — October 10, 2018
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ALUMNI FOCUS: BROTHERS IN AG by Daniel Garcia-Prats (‘07)

G

rowing up in a family of ten boys, we were
taught from an early age that, quite
literally, you are your brother’s keeper.
Our parents instilled in us a strong sense of
responsibility to care for, not only your younger
brothers, but all of your brothers from top to
bottom. All ten of us attended Strake Jesuit
where we found an extension of those
fundamental beliefs and, through our time there,
developed those beliefs into a shared passion for
social justice.

Houston Food Bank, helping them navigate the
challenges of cooking with seasonal produce and
providing a fun, social experience around health
that leaves a positive impression on all in
attendance.

health, not just growing food. Our focus has been
to maximize the impact of our produce, which has
forced us to create new avenues to distribute
produce to those without access and provided the
opportunity for us to work with other
like-minded organizations in the area already
working toward a shared mission.

For More Information: http://www.smallplaces.org
or http://www.fincatresrobles.org

The lynchpin in this program has been our
generous Community Sponsors, a mix of
community members and supporters in our
network that have decided to take on the
responsibility of sponsoring these families. We
are fortunate to be supported by a number of
A little more than five years ago, that shared neighbors and Houstonians who understand the
passion for social justice and sense of long-term importance of their investment in
responsibility collided as Mark (‘03), Tommy these preschoolers.
(‘05), and I (‘07) founded Small Places LLC, a
small business dedicated to building a culture of This program, at its heart, is only possible
health in communities through agriculture by through a shared sense of responsibility to care
reconnecting people with their food and for the youngest in our neighborhood. We
neighborhood. In 2014, we launched Finca Tres continue to search for new supporters,
Robles (Spanish for “Three Oaks Farm”), an organizations, and ideas that can help us
urban farm in the Second Ward, just a few miles overcome the affordability and education barriers
east of downtown. Our 1.5 acre farm provides that can limit the accessibility of our produce.
fresh produce, educational programming, Community health is a community endeavor and
employment opportunities, and an outdoor only by working together can we overcome
gathering space that facilitates community challenges and create a better world for the next
generation.
building through events and activities.
We have embedded ourselves in the fabric of the (Tony ‘94, David ‘95, Chris ‘98, Joe Pat ‘99,
neighborhood and invested our time and energy Matt ‘00, Mark ‘03, Tommy ‘05, Daniel ‘07,
to develop the farm into a resource for building James ‘10, Timmy ‘12)

In the spring of 2017, through a collaboration
with Ninfa Laurenzo Early Childhood Center, the
local HISD preschool just down the road from us,
and the Houston Food Bank, we launched our
Community Farm Share program to send free
weekly bags of our farm fresh produce to
deserving, primarily young families in the
neighborhood. Parents at the school also attend
monthly culinary classes at the farm through the
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Community
Farm
Share
http://sponsor.fincatresrobles.org/
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Do you know an alum with an interesting story or job? Let us know: mcpresident@strakejesuit.org.
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Mothers’ Club
RECIPE CORNER

SUPER LEMON Ice Cream
Shared by Diane Wilczynski

Diane is married to Herve Wilczynski, and she is the mom of Dylan (’19)
and Sophie. Before relocating to Houston, Diane practiced law in Paris,
(France), she notes as, when she moved to Houston, a neighbor thought she
meant Paris, Texas. About this recipe, Diane recalled, “Growing up in San
Francisco, we had two Meyer lemon trees in our backyard. These trees still
produce loads of lemons year-round. I almost always leave my childhood
home with a bag or two of lemons to bring back to Houston. When the kids
were younger we made a lot of lemonade. These days, I love to make this ice
cream.
3 lemons, preferably unsprayed Meyer lemons
1/2 cup (100 g) sugar
1/2 cup (125 ml) freshly squeezed lemon juice (approx. 3 lemons)
2 cups (500 ml) half and half
Pinch of salt
Zest the lemons directly into a food processor or blender. Add the sugar and blend until the
lemon zest is very fine. Add the lemon juice and blend until the sugar is completely dissolved.
Blend in the half and half and the salt until smooth. Chill for one hour, then freeze the mixture in
an ice cream maker, according to the manufacturer’s instructions.

Mothers’ Club

RECIPE CORNER

PAN FRIED ONION DIP
From The Barefoot Contessa Cookbook

Shared By Sally McMillan
Sally McMillan is the Head Mentor Mom this year. Married to Ron McMillan,
she is the mom of John (‘15) and Jesse (’20). John, a senior at SMU, still has not
had a teacher as challenging as Mr. Volding. Jesse pole vaults and dives for Strake,
and loves to surf and trick ski. Sally worked in TV news for 15+ years and was an
anchor at the NBC affiliate in Austin before her sons arrived. She has loved getting
to know the amazing group of 34 mentor moms and welcoming the new families. Her other favorite SJ
volunteer moments include: the sweet moms in the Knitting Club who taught her to knit after she joined
the club and Homecoming Coat Check (because you get to see the students, but don’t have to chaperone).

2 lg yellow onions
1/4 cup vegetable oil
1 tsp freshly ground black pepper
1/2 cup sour cream

4 Tbsp unsalted butter
1/4 tsp ground cayenne pepper
4 oz. cream cheese, room temperature
1/2 cup good mayonnaise

Cut the onions in half and then slice them into 1/8-inch-thick half-rounds. Heat the butter and oil in a
large sauté pan on med. heat. Add the onions, cayenne, salt and pepper and sauce for 10 minutes.
Reduce the heat to medium-low and cook, stirring occasionally, for 20 more minutes, until the onions are
browned and caramelized. Allow the onions to cool. Place the cream cheese, sour cream and mayonnaise
in the bowl of an electric mixer fitted with a paddle attachment. Beat until smooth. Add the onions and
mix well. Taste for seasonings. Serve at room temperature with thick chips and/or fresh vegetables.
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PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES
October 25, 2018
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ______________________________

The first Parent/Teacher Conference for the 2018-2019 school year will be held Thursday, October
25, 2018. The Parent/Teacher Conference Committee is responsible for serving dinner to the Strake
Jesuit faculty and staff prior to the conferences. We will have a Halloween dinner theme, serving
chili from a witch’s cauldron, along with rice and a variety of condiments, salad and a selection of
pumpkin deserts.
Set-up will start at 2:30 p.m., dinner will be served from 4:30–6:00 p.m., after which clean-up will
begin. We would appreciate your support with food, beverages or contributions such as checks or
supermarket gift cards to offset the costs. A volunteer sign-up is available online on the School’s
website. Contact Elizabeth or Monica at eilish86@gmail.com, if you have any questions.

8900 Bellaire Boulevard
Houston, Texas 77036
●
Telephone: 713-774-7651
●
www.strakejesuit.org
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________

Follow Strake Jesuit:

Facebook

Instagram

Twitter

LinkedIn

Vimeo

YouTube

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Newsletter Contact: Tracy L. Ruffeno — tlruffeno@aol.com
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