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Winterim at Grand Rapids Christian High School engages
students in a two-week amplified learning experience,
allowing them to choose their own courses of interest.

God has given each of you
a gift from his great variety
of spiritual gifts.

Four components serve the Winterim objective: dualenrollment college courses, unique courses for on-campus
instruction, travel, and shadowing professionals in internships

Use them well to

throughout the community. During these two weeks, talent

serve one another.

may be realized, direction may be changed, a spirit may be

1 Peter 4:10

influenced.
Christian teachers and mentors support students in unveiling
their unique passions and abilities, instilling confidence in
their potential as children of God.
Partnership with the community is a vital part of Winterim. We
are blessed this year by those who have offered to share their
gifts of teaching, passions in life, and professional experience,
leading students to discover their own true talents.
Learning beyond four walls increases students’ momentum
and desire to learn, advancing Grand Rapids Christian
Schools’ mission of preparing students to be effective servants
of Christ in contemporary society.
Winterim occurs during the first two weeks following
Christmas break, between semesters. Attendance is required
as Winterim is a fully credited term composed of morning and
afternoon sessions, five days a week.

CONTENTS
Winterim Overview. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 4
Courses.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 5
Dual-Enrollment College Courses.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 6
All-Day Course.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 7
Morning Courses.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 8
Afternoon Courses. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 14
Internships. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 22
Travel.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 23
Winterim 2020 Photography Contest. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 24
How to Register for Winterim.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 25

3

WINTERIM
OVERVIEW
SCHEDULE
• Winterim is a two-week term based on the college interim model, starting immediately after Christmas vacation.
• Roughly one-third of students will spend Winterim off campus participating in educational or mission trips or internships.
• For students taking courses, the day is divided into two sessions with one course taken per session.
Morning Session

8:00 am — 11:00 am

Lunch

11:00 am — 11:45 am on campus

Afternoon Session

11:50 am — 2:50 pm

ATTENDANCE
• Because Winterim is only two weeks, attendance is crucial. Students who miss excessive classes may be denied credit for the
course. Each circumstance will be considered on an individual basis.
• Students involved in extracurricular activities must choose a Winterim schedule that does not interfere with their commitments.
Students should see a coach or administrator with questions.

CREDITS AND GRADES
• All morning and afternoon courses receive 0.25 credits each, while trips, internships, and full-day courses receive 0.50 credits
• Each student is required to earn 0.50 Winterim credits per year as a graduation requirement. Winterim courses will not count
toward fulfilling non-Winterim graduation requirements.

WINTERIM PERSONNEL
Principal, Brad Mockabee • bmockabee@grcs.org • 616.574.5500
Winterim Coordinator, Brian Karsten • bkarsten@grcs.org • 616.574.5508
Winterim Assistant, Carolyn Groendyk • cgroendyk@grcs.org • 616.574.5819
Winterim Internship Coordinator, Rebecca Polet • rpolet@grcs.org • 616.574.5566
Winterim Registrar, Deb DeMaagd • ddemaagd@grcs.org • 616.574.5554
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WINTERIM
COURSES

OVERVIEW
New and exciting courses give students fresh and unique choices while allowing teachers to share their own individual passions for
specialties not offered in the core curriculum.
During Winterim, teachers mentor and expand student knowledge in key areas of interest, revealing gifts that can otherwise be
hidden. With smaller class sizes and a more concentrated time frame, students are able to form a meaningful Christian bond with
their teachers.

ENROLLMENT
WinterimFest is a time when students are introduced to all Winterim course offerings. This will take place during the lunch hour on
Wednesday, October 3, 2019 in Grand Rapids Christian High School’s Town Square.

Registration is done online by seniority and on a first-come, first-served basis:
12th Grade Registration:

Wednesday, October 9, lunch hour

11th Grade Registration:

Thursday, October 10, lunch hour

10th Grade Registration:

Friday, October 11, lunch hour

9th Grade Registration:

Monday, October 14, lunch hour

INSTRUCTION
Guest instructors from the community join GRCHS staff to teach Winterim courses. Small classes in three-hour blocks provide
unique opportunities for instruction. Many courses include service learning or hands-on, project based experiences that can’t
happen in a normal school day. Other courses are team-taught and take place partially or entirely off-campus.
All guest instructors have formally applied to teach a course and have been approved by Grand Rapids Christian Schools.

EXPECTATIONS
Students taking courses must sign up online for either one morning course and one afternoon course or one full-day course.
Attendance is mandatory and absences may result in a loss of Winterim credits. Students may not repeat a Winterim course unless
granted permission by the Winterim Coordinator.
Some classes tend to be more rigorous in nature while other classes may be more hands-on and experiential. Students and
parents must read course descriptions carefully to understand prerequisites, fees, and expectations.
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DUAL ENROLLMENT
OVERVIEW
Grand Rapids Christian High School is truly blessed to partner with Cornerstone University to offer dual-enrollment Winterim courses.
Sophomore, Junior, and Senior students can take these dual enrollment courses that will receive both GRCHS Winterim credit and
college credits at no additional cost. This is a great opportunity to earn college credit and get a taste of life on a college campus.

PARTICIPATION
Students wishing to participate
• Must be able to attend class at the scheduled time. *IMPORTANT NOTE: This class will meet during GRCHS Winterim, but will
extend beyond the typical school day schedule; afternoon classes will go until 4:15. Do not sign up for this course if you are not
willing and able to attend to this schedule.
• Must meet the minimum 2.5 GPA requirement of Cornerstone University.
• Must complete an application for admission to Cornerstone University. Online application links will be emailed to registered
students.
• Should expect assignments, homework, and exams appropriate for the college level.
• May need to provide or arrange for their personal transportation.
• May be required to purchase a textbook.
• Are not required to take a second Winterim course.

Intro to Digital Photography (PHO 236)
College Credit Hours: 3 credits
Instructor: Ryan Prins
Schedule: 8:00 am - 12:00 pm
A beginning course in still/digital photography. Instruction covers basic photographic concepts, camera handling and the aesthetics
of photography.

Intro to Graphic Design (MDA 213)
College Credit Hours: 3 credits
Instructor: Josiah Duff
Schedule: 8:00 am - 12:15 pm
This course teaches an overview of the graphic design field and industry, introducing students to the preferred software, concepts
and workflows of this industry. Specifically, students are given an introduction to design concepts such as balance, contrast, scale,
proportion, typography, and composition. Software introduced are the Adobe Creative Suite (CC). Specifically Illustrator, Photoshop
and InDesign. Students are given collaborative design projects to work on which introduce and reinforce the taught principles of
design. Students participate in interactive lectures, group conversations, online research and study, and more. Students are taught
simplified workflows for software, such as vector graphics creation, Photoshop compositing and image enhancement, page layout
techniques and file export preferences.
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DUAL ENROLLMENT
World Civilization (HIS 114)
College Credit Hours: 3 credits
Instructor: Dr. Martin Spence
Schedule: 12:15 p.m. - 4:15 p.m.
A study of major Western and non-Western nation-states from 1500 to the present, including ideological developments such
as the Enlightenment and Romanticism. Interwoven throughout are the themes of industrialism, imperialism, revolutions,
communism, and the Cold War.

ALL-DAY
COURSE

Creator’s Retreat
Instructors: Abby Zwart (GRCHS English Teacher) and Steve Tuit (GRCHS English Teacher)
In our busy lives, we often don’t take time to pursue our passions. On the Creator’s Retreat, you’ll get the chance to spend two
intentional weeks working on a personal project—something you’ll be proud of. We’ll start in the classroom to prepare for our
work, and then we’ll head off campus to a retreat center to live and create together. We’ll eat, worship, work and play, then
return to school to present our products. So what might you create? Music, visual art, film, poetry, fiction, nonfiction, spoken
word, forensics speeches, podcasts, science experiments, inventions, woodworking, scrapbooking, dance, or whatever else
you are moved to create.
Additional Note: Course includes the weekend (January 11-12)
Course Fee: There is an additional fee of $225 for this course. Financial aid may be available. See Mr. Karsten for details.
Prerequisite: Students will complete a post-sign up application. See Miss Zwart or Mr. Tuit for more information.
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MORNING
COURSES

3D Modeling, Animation, and Video Game Development
Instructors: Online Course with support from and site visits to Sandon Newton (Protégé Game Studios)
Work with a professional video game developer to learn the tools, processes, and techniques to create a 3D video game. The two
week course will expose students to the 3D Modeling software program “Autodesk Maya” and the Unreal Game Engine, which are
professionally used in the video game industry. Students will learn to create 3D video game assets, rig and animate characters, and
design a game level by placing these assets into a game level in Unreal Engine.
Course Fee: There is an additional fee of $175 for this course. Financial aid may be available. See Mr. Karsten for details.
Prerequisite: Students must be confident in an online learning environment.

3D Video Game Modeling and Animation - Segment A
Instructors: Online Course with support from and site visits to Sandon Newton (Protégé Game Studios)
Based on Ferris State University’s Digital Animation and Game Design curriculum, this Protege Game Studio course is focused on
using and learning the 3D Modeling software program “Autodesk Maya,” which is an industry standard program used by game and
visualization studios around the world. You will learn to create 3D video game assets, architectural visualizations, animations, and
movie special effects. By the end of the semester, you will create a portfolio of work that includes a final animation project using 3D
digital assets you created during the course.
Additional Note: Students can earn a Michigan General Elective credit for this course and can submit for Ferris State University
DAGD articulation credits with approved portfolio.
Course Fee: There is an additional fee of $225 for this course. Financial Aid may be available. See Mr. Karsten for details.
Prerequisite: Students must be confident in an online learning environment.

Abnormal Psychology: Images of Madness
Instructors: Arie Knoester (retired GRCHS Social Studies Teacher) and Pat Knoester (Retired GRCS Teacher)
American movie audiences are fascinated by heartless serial killers, leading men and women who wrestle with psychological
demons, seemingly incompatible couples, and families whose interactions mimic a circus act or a small-scale battlefield more so
than the traditional Leave it to Beaver depictions. Whether a serious drama such as Good Will Hunting or a comedy such as What
About Bob?, the dramatization of the psychological life of real men and women keeps us glued to the screen. In this course, we will
watch and analyze some of the all-time great psychological movies, and we will meet experts in the field who deal with abnormal
psychology in their daily lives. In this course, Hollywood and real-life scenarios meld together to create an unforgettable experience
for students.
Prerequisite: Student must have permission to view selected R-rated movies. Film titles are available on request.
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MORNING COURSES
The Amazing Race
Instructors: Mark Warners and Travis Kuiper (GRCHS Math Teachers)
Competition is a fact of life. It’s everywhere you look. It is innate and as old as human history. The stories of Cain and Abel, Jacob
and Esau, and Joseph are all stories showing powerful competitive forces in the Old Testament. Competition can be healthy or
unhealthy. It can build or destroy. God calls us to be part of the world, which means to be part of life and competition. This course
will provide opportunity to not only discuss competition but also experience the healthy and unhealthy dimensions of it. The races
and competitions students participate in will be the laboratory for the study of competition.

Auto Ownership for Non-mechanics
Instructor: Donna Kamerman-Houskamp (GRCHS World Language Teacher)
In this course, you will learn the various systems of a vehicle and understand the maintenance and repair demands for each. Thus,
you will be able to communicate intelligently when your vehicle has a problem and not be at the mercy of a repair shop. You will
also learn how to take preventative measures in vehicle maintenance.

Body and Soul: Yoga and Mindfulness
Instructor: Erika Pott (Pediatrician with RYT Yoga Teaching Certification
Life is fast-paced and high stress and it affects us all. Yoga and mindfulness are the antidote. In this class, you will learn to move,
be still, and care for yourself. Yoga and mindfulness have been shown to improve nearly every aspect of life: physical performance,
intellectual performance, and mental health (improving focus and contentment and anxiety.) We are each blessed with a body and
soul that are “fearfully and wonderfully made,” and yoga and mindfulness help us become better stewards of this gift. But if none of
this speaks to you, come because it’s fun and you will feel better afterwards!

Cookies and Cupcakes and Cakes, Oh My!
Instructor: Kelli Basher (Certified Wilton Method Instructor)
Join me and enter the wonderful world of cake decorating! Whether you want to make fun treats for your family and friends or
pursue a career in the pastry arts, this class will teach you the fundamentals to start you on your journey. In two weeks, you will learn
basic baking techniques while making cookies and cupcakes, frost and decorate your own cake, make and decorate delicious cake
pops, learn a variety of cake decorating techniques, play with modeling dough to create a fun character, and on the last day, create
your own final project using your newly acquired skills.

Cosmetology Program
Instructor: Sincerae Mosely (Mosely School of Cosmetology)
Mosley School of Cosmetology will offer an introductory course on cosmetology, which includes the hair styling practices of
bleaching, cleansing, curling, cutting, coloring, dressing, removing, singeing, styling, waving, and more! Additional days focused
on manicuring are also included. Students enrolling might simply be interested in learning new skills or in pursuing a career as a
beautician, beauty culturist, beauty operator, cosmetologist, or hairdresser.
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MORNING COURSES
CSI: Grand Rapids
Instructor: Dan Hoekstra (GRCHS Science Teacher and Technology Coach)
Do you love a good mystery? Do you want to be the next famous crime scene investigator? Think you have what it takes to crack the
case wide open? If you answered “yes,” then put on your lab coat and safety goggles and check out CSI: Grand Rapids! Throughout
your two-week training period, you will learn from real-life crime scene investigators as you dive into the world of CSI. You will
perform the technique of DNA fingerprinting, learn how to analyze bullets, hair, dental impressions, and blood splatter, and study the
skills required for successful crime investigation.

Food and Fitness
Instructor: Amy Petracek (GRCHS Consumer Sciences Teacher)
Are you looking for a fun, exciting way to live a healthier life? Look no further! In this class, we will explore the many ways in which
healthy foods and fitness can positively impact multiple aspects of our lives. We will prepare a variety of snacks and meals, visit
Fresh Thyme Farmers Market, and shop for fresh ingredients. We will also explore and participate in many of the latest fitness trends.
Examples include hot yoga, Zumba, Pound Fit, cardio drumming, and spinning. We will also use the school facilities for workouts
(weight room and ice arena). Come join in on the fun while making strides towards a healthier lifestyle along the way.

Foundations in Personal Finance
Instructor: Zachary Van Denend (GRCHS Educational Support Services Teacher)
Current culture stresses the importance of self-indulgence, instant gratification, fame, success, and money. As Christians, are we
called to live according to the world, or are we called for something more? God provides us with an abundance of resources, and it
is our job to use them well. Dave Ramsey, financial guru and powerful Christian activist, created a way of looking at and dealing with
the everyday use of money. In “Foundations for Personal Finance” you will learn what money really is so you can take control of your
finances and your future. From saving, budgeting, investing, and preparing for college to debt and much more, you will learn to “live
like no one else, so later you can live like no one else.”

Games, Sports, Skiing (and Statistics)
Instructor: Tim Van Dyke (GRCHS Math Teacher)
In “Games, Sports, Skiing (and Statistics)” we will play board games, card games, discuss sports, watch movies, and even go skiing
(to see if more than 50 percent of high school students do enjoy skiing!). A small dose of statistics will be “snuck in” every day as we
will see how the statistics help in the activities.
Prerequisite: Students must have previously taken (or be currently taking) FST or another higher-level math class.

Introduction to American Sign Language and Deaf Culture
Instructor: Diane Sytsma (GRCMS and GRCHS ASL Teacher)
This is an introductory course which will enable students to communicate through basic vocabulary, body language, and facial
expressions. Students will learn the cultural and linguistic differences of the Deaf community. The course is made up of a diverse
group of abilities and grade levels (9-12) that complement one another; students who are challenged and students who have never
studied a second language work along with advanced language learners who are pursuing additional world languages. This course
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will include ASL vocabulary that can be used in a religious setting. A song will be taught and signed during the class.

MORNING COURSES
Introduction to Rock Climbing
Instructor: Frank Abissi (NYSDEC Level II Rock Climbing Guide)
Even though rock climbing has been around a long time (the first recorded mountain climb is in the Bible), rock climbing is one of the
fastest-growing sports today. This class will show you the basics of climbing, starting with safety and climbing movements. Everyone
will learn how to inspect and use equipment. We will look at leadership roles in climbing and climbing instruction. We will also explore
teaching climbing to people with disabilities.
Course Fee: There is an additional fee of $50 for this course. Financial aid is available. See Mr. Karsten for details.

Learn to Ice Skate
Instructor: Debra Ames (Figure Skating Instructor) and Julie White (Figure Skating Instructor)
Learning to skate is fun! It requires determination, practice, and no fear of falling! This course is geared toward the beginner skater.
It will focus on developing basic skating skills such as forward and backward skating, learning how to get up after a fall, dips, and
stopping. These basics skills of skating are the foundation of more advanced skills. By the end of the course, you’ll be gliding across
the ice, eager to show your family and friends what you can do.
Prerequisite: Student must have permission to view an R-rated film. Course instructor will provide title on request.

Life Together
Instructor: GRCHS Staff
Life Together is a unique opportunity for all 9th graders to learn what it means to be Christian students that are part of a Christian
community. Ninth graders from over forty different middle schools will come together and spend nine days growing both personally
and as the class of 2023 as they participate in fun team-building activities, worship, community service, and a series of sectionals on
a variety of subjects. Students will hear from Grand Rapids Christian staff and leaders from the community as they learn more about
their gifts and talents and discover ways that God might use them to serve here at school, in their homes, and later in the workplace.
Prerequisite: All 9th grade students will automatically be enrolled in Life Together during the AM Winterim session.

Portrait and Figure Drawing
Instructor: Jeff Condon (BFA Fine Artist)
This drawing class will focus on training our hands to draw what our eyes see. We will work with gesture, color, and portraiture from
still life and a live model. Don’t get freaked out—all levels are welcome and we will all improve, even during our short amount of time.

Postcards from the Edge: An Irish Odyssey
Instructor: David Campbell (Teacher with experiences teaching in N. Ireland, Kenya, and the United States)
This course will take you on a journey following footsteps which have shaped faith and culture on the island of Ireland from before
St. Patrick to the present. We will learn about Irish contributions to history from their perch on the edge of the ancient world and
through their stories and songs. We’ll be linked to mythical heroes as well as more recent emigrants like myself! Along the way we
will be encouraging each other to reflect on the challenges of how faith and culture can work together to shape wider society and
bring these together in a final project.
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MORNING COURSES
Racial Justice, the Bible, & Pop Culture
Instructor: Shannon Jammal-Hollemans (Pastor and Racial Justice Advocate)
Long before Kendrick Lamar and Tupac Shakur penned lyrics both prophetic and profane, calling nations and communities to racial
justice, we read that people like Ruth, Isaiah, and Tamar sought justice in their own contexts in the Bible. In this course, students
will review and discuss calls for racial justice in today’s popular culture (including film, music, social media, and the arts) alongside
Biblical stories that can be applied to seeking racial justice today. The course will include field trips to a local media station and an
art museum.
Prerequisite: Student should have an interest in popular culture and must have permission to view selected R-rated movies. Film
titles are available on request.

Segment 1 Driver Education (10th, 11th, and 12th grade only)
Instructor: GRCHS Staff and Staff from Official Driving School
Grand Rapids Christian High School is excited to partner with Official Driving School to offer Segment 1 Driver Education. Students
enrolled in Winterim Driver Education will complete their Segment 1 course requirements, which includes basic maneuvers,
compliance, and safe driving strategies. They will also receive additional instruction in driving related topics such as purchasing
auto insurance, purchasing a car, caring for a car, and exploring how students can use driving to serve others in the community. In
order to meet state regulations, in addition to the Winterim class times, there will be two required two-hour sessions of class time
on consecutive Saturdays (1/11/20 and 1/18/20) from 9:00 am to 11:00 am at GRC. Throughout the program, in addition to their class
time, students must complete six hours of driving time and four hours of observation time. Students will schedule their drives and
observations with their instructors. Driving and observation time is typically done either before or after class and will leave from and
return to GRC. Official Driving School will do the best they can to schedule drives and observations at a time that is convenient for
you, but please try to make yourself as available as possible throughout the course.
Course Fee: Students must be 14 years and 8 months old by 1/6/20 to enroll in this course.
Prerequisite: There is an additional fee of $320 for this course. (This is a $30 discount from the usual Official Driving School course
fee.) Payment will be collected fall semester, prior to Christmas break.

So You Want To Be A Doctor
Instructors: Dr. Ron Hoffman (Pediatrician) and Rich Schrotenboer (GRCHS Testing Coordinator and Retired Math Teacher)
Are you considering a career in the medical field? If so, this course is for you! Students will hear from a variety of West Michigan
doctors, learning about the details of their jobs. Doctors will discuss their paths through medical school, the joys and challenges of
being a Christian in the medical field, and share advice for potential doctors as they make decisions about college. Students will
also participate in field trips to local doctors’ offices, hospitals, and medical schools.
Prerequisite: Students must be in 11th or 12th grade. (9th or 10th graders may be enrolled with permission from Mr. Karsten.) Students
should have an interest in pursuing a career in medicine.
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MORNING COURSES
Sports Performance Training
Instructor: Daimond Dixon (GRCHS Director of Sports Performance)
This course is designed to outline the foundation of sports performance training for athletes at all levels, from youth to professional.
The course will focus not only on the physical and mental aspect of performance training, but also on the differences in training
required at various levels of athletics. The course will provide opportunities to take field trips to local professional sports organizations
and listen to guest speakers.

Tee to Green: Golf Lessons for All Levels
Instructor: Clark Klaasen (Golf Professional)
Get a jump-start on your golf season with lessons focused on swing instruction and training. Gain balance, speed, mobility, and
control on your swing, and learn how to use your core and legs to maximize results on the course. Regardless of whether your game
is subpar or under-par, this class will help you improve.
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AFTERNOON
COURSES

Alaska: Camping, Caribou, and Kayaking

Instructor: Tom Peterson (GRCHS Social Studies Teacher) and Tim Stapert (GRCHS Business and Economics Teacher)
Join us as we prepare for travelling in the world’s greatest frontier. In anticipation of our summer 2020 trip, we will learn about
Alaska and practice the skills needed to thrive in the wild. This course will include activities such as winter kayaking, rock climbing,
snowshoeing, and an overnight winter backpacking adventure. Whether you’re already coming on our summer 2020 trip, regretting
not signing up for the trip, or just love outdoor adventure, join us as we explore and learn about Alaska.
Prerequisite: All Alaska: Camping, Caribou, and Kayaking travelers will automatically be enrolled in this course during the PM
Winterim session.

Beginner Guitar
Instructor: Kendra DeVrou (Guitar Instructor from Southtown Guitar)
Learn the basics of playing the guitar, including strumming and picking chords, melodies, and scales. This course is designed for
beginners, so it’s fine if you’ve never even held a guitar before! Along with the techniques of guitar playing, we’ll also get a chance
to play songs and meditate on their history, meaning, and significance. We will have an emphasis on worship, and we will get to
experience worship together, along with writing our own song together as a class.
Prerequisite: Students must bring their own guitar (Contact Mr. Karsten if you’re interested but do not have access to one).

Books, Bookstores, and Creative Writing
Instructor: Lorilee Craker (Published Author)
Do you love to get lost in a book? Does a bookstore seem like the perfect place to hang out? Do you wish you could write from your
gut and heart and imagination, about anything you want, rather than a prescribed topic for a class? If your answer is yes, “Books,
Bookstores, and Creative Writing” is your perfect fit. Join Lorilee Craker, GRCHS mom, author of 13 books, and book nerd for two
weeks of revelling in good reads, cozy bookstores, and writing about whatever your heart desires. We’ll discuss our best-loved
books, how to use Instagram to find our next best read, plot our own novels, and take field trips to four local indie bookstores!

The Broadway Experience
Instructor: Rick Hardenberg (GRCHS Theatre Director / DeVos CAW Director)
Students will use acting and musical exercises to build confidence in their performance skills. Students will learn the process of
putting on a Broadway production, not only as a performer, but from concept to opening night. The goal of this class is for the
students to gain a greater respect for the theatrical arts.
Prerequisite: To enroll in this course, students must have been involved in a middle school or high school theatre production
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AFTERNOON COURSES
Cooking and Culture
Instructor: Raquel Rodriguez (GRCHS World Language Teacher)
Do you like to cook? Do you like to eat? Are you pretty adventurous about trying new foods? If you answered yes to any of those
questions, then you will love being part of “Cooking and Culture”! We will be focusing on Spanish and Latin American cuisine and
will make and eat a variety of appetizers, main dishes, and desserts. We will also explore the culture of the countries whose dishes
we are sampling and visit local restaurants and markets. The best part is that you will walk away from this class with a complete
cookbook that includes all the recipes we try. Come cook, eat, and experience culture with us!

The Courts and the Law: Live and Uncut
Instructors: Arie Knoester (Retired GRCHS Social Studies Teacher) and Pat Knoester (Retired GRCS Teacher)
This course brings you up close and personal with the men and women involved in the legal and criminal justice system. We will
sit in on legal proceedings within the State and Federal courts, and talk with various lawyers and judges. We will also make several
visits with state and federal law enforcement officials. If you have an interest in the career field of law and law enforcement, this
course is for you.

Dogs!
Instructor: Becky Kissinger (GRCHS Educational Support Services Teacher)
Do you have a dog? Would you like to someday? Is there a picture of your dog on your phone? Let’s celebrate God’s amazing
creation by learning more about “man’s best friend.” We will spend two weeks learning all about dogs, including breeds, genetics,
health, training, grooming, and service dogs, just to name a few. We will read the training book, The Loved Dog, and interview its
best-selling author, Tamar Geller. We will meet dog experts, go on field trips, work with dogs, meet a GRPD K-9 unit, do a doggie
service project, and even have a dog show with our very own dogs! If you love animals and enjoy hands-on activities, this is the
class for you.

Exploring Careers in Athletics
Instructor: Crystal Strickland (GRCHS Physical Education Teacher and Varsity Girls Basketball Coach)
Do you love sports and want to learn about different career options in athletics outside of being a professional athlete? During this
course, we will meet and spend time with different professionals in sports-related fields. We will talk to athletic trainers, athletic
directors, social media directors, a director of operations, a director of marketing, and college coaches. We will be visiting different
colleges in West Michigan as well as semi-professional sports facilities in Grand Rapids. We hope to help you learn more about the
different careers in sports available to you and show you different colleges that you may be considering for yourself.
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AFTERNOON COURSES
Exploring Grand Rapids
Instructor: Eve Ricketts (GRCHS Math Teacher)
This class is a “User’s Guide to Grand Rapids.” Students will increase their understanding of the community of Grand Rapids as
they look at our city from historical, social, religious, political, and economic perspectives. Students should expect to be out of the
building, visiting various places and people, every day of the two weeks. Experiencing the various foods of our city is a vital part
of the experience as well. In addition to visiting such places as the Grand Rapids Public Museum and its archives, ministry centers,
museums, theaters, and restaurants, students will become acquainted with the downtown area and get comfortable with our public
transportation system..
Prerequisite: Students should be prepared to walk up to a mile

Gaming Unplugged
Instructor: Rachel Van Schepen (GRCHS ESS Office Assistant)
There are many great board and card games to play, so let’s go beyond Fortnight! If you’ve ever wanted to work with friends to stop
a disease from spreading, out-mogul your family by building the biggest train company, or even just outwit others in cards, this is the
course for you. This class will be playing and learning various board and card games such as Code Names, Pandemic, Dominion,
Whist, Marbles and many more! Join us as we explore all the fun, educational challenges, and social values that face-to-face games
have to offer.

Grand Rapids City Police Department: Youth Academy
Instructor: Ofc. Andrew Snyder (Community Engagement Unit of the GRPD)
This program is intended for students who may be interested in learning about or pursuing a future career in law enforcement. This
program is designed to give students a taste of what being a police officer is all about. Students will head off-campus daily to receive
hands-on instruction from officers representing many of the different units within the Grand Rapids Police Department. This training
will take place at the Grand Rapids Police Department. This is a great opportunity for any student who wants to learn more about
the roles and responsibilities of our police officers.

The Great Outdoors
Instructor: Ross Graveling (Executive Director of Sportspersons Ministries International)
This class is designed to expose students to the outdoors. We will explore and learn about various activities to enjoy in the
outdoors, including hunting, fishing, backpacking, hiking, outdoor survival, and gun safety. Creation is one of the ways we are able
to experience and teach others about God; we will look at how to do this together. God has placed us on this earth to be stewards
of His creation, so what does this mean for us and how do we care for the world He has given us as we enjoy these endeavors.
Additional Note: Students will be exposed to guns (firing pins removed for safety). Students will also have the opportunity to do an
additional, optional, online component and earn their Hunter’s Safety Certificate.
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Harry Potter
Instructor: Andrea Lautenbach (Costume Designer and Theatre Director)
Join other Hogwarts students as you get sorted into houses, play quidditch, take Hogwarts classes, and dive into the Harry Potter
series through both the books and the movies. We will be competing for the House Cup by participating in many different activities,
games, and trivia challenges. Students will study literary themes in the series, Harry Potter and Christianity, and compare the books
to the movies. At the end of the course, we will enjoy foods, games, and costumes of the wizarding world with our “end of the year”
feast celebration.
Prerequisite: Students must have read the Harry Potter series.

How It’s Made: LIVE
Instructor: Gord DeKoekkoek (GRCHS Applied Technology Teacher)
“How It’s Made: LIVE” is a fun and challenging take on the popular television show of the same name. Students will be traveling
around West Michigan seeing and experiencing how many amazing products are made. From snowboards to grandfather clocks to
stadium seating, each tour will give students a taste of the awesome manufacturing in West Michigan.

Independent Cinema
Instructor: Jackson Ezinga (Independent Filmmaker)
Not all movies are made in Hollywood. Since the beginning of motion pictures, independent filmmakers have been using their own
resources to create films that have challenged audiences and critics alike, and have been used to showcase ideas, cultures, and
characters that Hollywood often ignores or suppresses. This course is for students interested in a possible career in independent film
where you will learn the history of independent cinema, learn about making a movie with little-to-no budget, meet local independent
filmmakers, attend an independent film at the UICA, and create your own independent films!
Prerequisite: Student must have permission to view selected R-rated movies. Film titles are available on request.

Introduction to Photography
Instructor: Marie Clarke (Marie Clarke Photography)
Beautiful and compelling images are all around us. Learn how to capture incredible photos of people, events, life, and nature in
this exciting class. Taught by an award-winning local photographer, you will learn how to use your camera, capture the images you
want, and show the world your art. You’ll spend time in a professional studio, out on the field, and will present your favorite printed
photos in a final presentation.
Prerequisite: Students must bring a DSLR Camera to class.
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The January Series: Grappling with Great Ideas
Instructor: Mary Speyer (Retired GRCHS English Teacher)
Enjoy premium seating and behind-the-scenes access to the highly-acclaimed Calvin University January Series. This exceptional
learning opportunity brings a diverse collection of speakers and musicians to campus each January, providing a condensed liberal
arts education touching on everything from international politics to personal morality to jazz. We will preview and research seven
or eight of the presenters and topics; then we’ll take in the lectures and concerts. Finally, we’ll reflect on and share our impressions
and experiences.
Prerequisite: Students must be in 11th or 12th grade. (9th or 10th graders enrolled by special permission.)

Landscape Architecture: An Expression of Thought and Emotion
Instructor: Amy Squires, MLA (Owner of Amy Squires Landscape Design)
Landscape architects have the opportunity to create provocative landscapes: landscapes that engage, that memorialize, that heal
and nurture, and landscapes that encourage thought. We will explore landscapes both locally and worldwide that promote the
human connection. Our exploration will culminate in a project that will be shared with our peers. Fields of interests include history,
sociology, and art. Activities will include Sketchup, model making, an art installation project, group brainstorming sessions, and field
trips.

Let’s Play Djembe!
Instructor: Leah Ivory (Tam Tam Mandingue Djembe Academy Instructor)
This course focuses on rhythm! We will spend most of our time learning about the West African drumming tradition and playing
djembes. But we will also experience body percussion, bucket drumming, congas and more. Rhythm is a language, and we will
explore ways to communicate through rhythm.

Paris Magnifique! A Traveler’s Guide to Paris
Instructor: Robyn Potts (GRCHS World Language Teacher)
Every year, millions of people visit the City of Light. Some day soon, you may be one of them! If you are interested in Paris, this
class is for you! You will learn about how this beautiful city became what it is, visit its most important monuments and museums, and
discover the cultural codes that any traveler to Paris must know. We will sample French food and learn a few essential phrases for
travelers. This class follows the itinerary for the 2020 Spring Break trip to France, which also includes the northern region of Alsace.
It is open to all students and recommended for students planning to take the trip. À bientôt!

Rookie Renovators Series
Instructor: Zachary Van Denend (GRCHS Educational Support Services Teacher)
In Rookie Renovators Series, students will learn basic home repair and maintenance skills (including drywall, plumbing, electrical,
and cabinet installation). These are fundamental level skills and do not involve any activity requiring a license. Workshops are
taught by trade professionals at Home Repair Services, a local non-profit organization, and the class culminates in a hands-on
component: students will have the opportunity to work alongside Habitat for Humanity’s staff to fulfill their mission of building
homes, communities, and hope.
Prerequisite: Students must be at least 16 years old by the start of Winterim.
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Segment 1 Driver Education (9th graders only)
Instructor: GRCHS Staff and Staff from Official Driving School
Grand Rapids Christian High School is excited to partner with Official Driving School to offer Segment 1 Driver Education. Students
enrolled in Winterim Driver Education will complete their Segment 1 course requirements, which includes basic maneuvers,
compliance, and safe driving strategies. They will also receive additional instruction in driving related topics such as purchasing
auto insurance, purchasing a car, caring for a car, and exploring how students can use driving to serve others in the community. In
order to meet state regulations, in addition to the Winterim class times, there will be two required two-hour sessions of class time
on consecutive Saturdays (1/11/20 and 1/18/20) from 9:00 am to 11:00 am at GRC. Throughout the program, in addition to their class
time, students must complete six hours of driving time, and four hours of observation time. Students will schedule their drives and
observations with their instructors. Driving and observation time is typically done either before or after class and will leave from and
return to GRC. Official Driving School will do the best they can to schedule drives and observations at a time that is convenient for
you, but please try to make yourself as available as possible throughout the course.
Fee: There is an additional fee of $320 for this course. (This is a $30 discount from the usual Official Driving School course fee.)
Payment will be collected fall semester, prior to Christmas break.
Prerequisite: Students must be 14 years and 8 months old by 1/6/20 to enroll in this course.

Sew What! Learn to Sew for Creativity, Purpose, and Fun
Instructor: Patricia Kluz (Freelance Sewing/Quilting Instructor)
Would you like to learn to sew fun and creative projects that you can enjoy using every day? Would you like to experience ways to
share your skills and creativity with others in our community in a meaningful way? If so, then this course is for you! This class will
begin by learning to use a sewing machine to make a small project, then expand our skill by sewing a small, decorative, zippered
bag. We will finally progress to making a stylish tote bag, backpack, or tablet case that you will be proud to carry. At the end of this
course, we will share our skills by making and filling small cosmetic bags filled with useful items to donate to Alpha Women’s Center
for use in their ministry. Our time together will end with a trip to deliver the bags and find out more about the center and what ways
they impact the Grand Rapids community.

Spanish in the Community
Instructor: Kate Avila (GRCHS World Language Teacher)
This course will provide students with an opportunity to engage with Spanish-speakers in our community. Students will begin each
day at school in a classroom preparing to go into the community and use the Spanish they are learning. We will review useful
conversational vocabulary to work in a variety of different locations. After each classroom session, we will have a field trip each day
to experience Spanish in the community. These trips include a visit to a restaurant, a bakery, a medical clinic, a school, and more.
The course is designed to equip students with Spanish skills that will allow them to communicate in Spanish in a variety of settings
around our community. It will also demonstrate the diversity with which we are surrounded. And most importantly, it will allow us to
see Spanish as a tool to reach out to others and to learn from them.
Prerequisite: Students must be currently enrolled in Spanish.
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Star Trek and Philosophy
Instructor: Larry Borst (GRCHS Bible and Theology Teacher)
Spock from Star Trek is the single most interesting character in the history of popular culture. Any episode centering around his
character should immediately invoke philosophical discussion. Actually, all items of popular culture assume some philosophy, and it
is important for Chrsitians to be aware of this. This class will look at some of the classic areas of philosophy—ethics, epistemology,
ontology, and the good life—by looking at the philosophical assumptions of various aspects of popular culture, but most importantly
the ones centered around The Final Frontier.

Winterim Intramurals Adventure: Tournament Style
Instructor: Harold Gee (GRCHS Physical Education Teacher)
Students will participate in a variety of intramural tournaments, such as badminton, volleyball, and table tennis. They will also
participate in several off-campus activities including sledding, activities at Craig’s Cruisers, and ice skating at Rosa Parks Circle.

YMCA Lifeguard Training
Instructor: Jacob Raber (Certified YMCA Lifeguard Instructor)
This course is designed to provide participants the knowledge and skills necessary to be a lifeguard and professional rescuer.
Participants will be certified in American Safety and Health Institute’s (ASHI) courses: Basic Life Support, Basic First Aid, and
Emergency Oxygen. The comprehensive course offers up-to-date information on how to lifeguard by anticipating and preventing
problems before they occur and by taking action to help those in danger when necessary. The course covers safety skills,
accident prevention, scanning, guarding techniques, emergency systems, rescue skills, first aid in aquatic environments, spinal
injury management, open water dangers, legal responsibilities, pool maintenance basics, and information on how to get a job as a
lifeguard.
Prerequisite: Students must be at least 16 years old by the start of Winterim.

You Should Be Watching Anime
Instructor: Jill Davis (GRCHS English Teacher)
In recent years, anime has exploded into an international phenomenon and is currently one of the fastest-growing genres in the
entertainment industry. It’s complex, funny, creative, and wildly entertaining. It’s also pretty misunderstood: anime is typically
dismissed as being “geeky” or unintelligent. In this course, we will explore ten different reasons why you—yes, you!—should totally
be watching anime. We’ll watch some of the most beloved shows of the genre, explore Japanese culture and religion, eat some
great food, and discuss how the lessons and ideas of anime connect to our world. All grade levels are welcome, as long as you have
an open mind and ready to try something new.
Prerequisite: Students must have permission to watch TV-MA anime shows. Specific titles available upon request.

YouTube: How to Make it Big
Instructor: Nate Vanderzee (GRCHS Social Studies Teacher and Technology Coach
Today, YouTube reaches more adults ages 18-34 than any cable network. This class will focus on giving students a glimpse of what
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it takes to merge the worlds of video production with online marketing to run a successful YouTube channel. Firstly, we’ll go over the
technical aspects of production including cameras, lighting, sound, and basic video editing tools, and in the process we’ll actually
create a video. Then we’ll learn more about the business side of YouTube including marketing, social media, and various forms of
revenue. We’ll interview experts in the field and go behind the scenes to see what it takes to be successful on the world’s second
largest search engine.

YouTube is My Teacher
Instructor: John Christians (GRCHS Science Teacher)
YouTube is filled with videos that can teach you how to do almost anything. In this class we will take on different challenges each
day using YouTube, our own ingenuity, problem solving, and trial and error to learn something new. Be prepared for cooking, art,
science, construction, and anything else that’s interesting to know.

JOIN US FOR

WinterimFest!

Thursday, October 3, 2019: 12:35 pm — 1:30 pm
Learn more about the courses. Meet and chat with the instructors.
Share in the excitement before you make your Winterim 2020 schedule.
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INTERNSHIPS
OVERVIEW
Winterim Internships add to the high school experience by providing Junior and Senior students with the opportunity to make
connections between what they have learned in their classes and their work in the professional world. These real, working-life
experiences can assist students in making college and career choices and provide the potential to gain an additional adult mentor
in their field of interest. For example, students may realize that God is calling them to a career in the same field where they interned.
They could also realize that their gifts do not align with this career. Either way, an internship is a valuable tool in providing a better
understanding of living out one’s faith in the workplace.

ENROLLMENT
Juniors and Seniors may apply to do a Winterim Internship. It is the student’s responsibility to line up the internship, and students
are encouraged to begin this as early as the previous spring.

Internship Applications are due October 11, 2019.
HOSTS
Internship hosts are community partners who support the mission of Grand Rapids Christian Schools and help to guide students and
foster their talents as they become productive members of the community. While there are a small number of hosts who contact
us with their willingness to take an intern, it is primarily the student’s responsibility to find and set up an internship with a host. We
encourage students to find their own internships through family, friends, or community relationships.

EXPECTATIONS
To participate in Winterim as an intern is a privilege that involves significant responsibility on the part of the student and family.
The internship is a formally-structured learning experience that starts long before the first day on the job. Student interns and
their parents are expected to review and understand the application guidelines and responsibilities. All interns must participate in
internship training during fall 2019.
A Winterim Intern must accumulate a minimum of fifty hours from January 6 —17, cannot be paid, and must have his/her own
transportation.
An application will be required for final internship approval by coordinator. Additionally, the internship will be evaluated through the
student’s daily record of hours and list of activities, host evaluation, a site visit, and a completed online portfolio. Applications are
available online at www.grcs.org/winterim, from Mrs. Polet, or in the Athletic Office.
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TRAVEL
OVERVIEW

ENROLLMENT

Travel offers students distinctive experiences. While

Sophomores, Juniors, and Seniors may apply to travel during

being immersed in a cultural experience, students learn

Winterim. Most student travelers applied and enrolled for trips

firsthand by exploring and serving a community unlike

last spring, but certain trips may still have space available.

their own. With a variety of locations, budgets, and formats,

See the trip leader for more information.

all students interested in travel have the opportunity to
choose trips suitable to them.

Winterim 2020 Trips
The Arizona Trail
(Leaders: Kevin Van Harn & Paige Bokach)
Arizona: Varsity Boys Hockey Trip
(Leader: Nate Zietse)
Bahamas: Island School
(Leaders: Jonathan Quist & Sarah VanderVeen)

LEADERS
Trip leaders must be Grand Rapids Christian Schools
employees. They will work with a variety of approved
agencies to provide a life-changing trip for students. Parents
may not create their own trip for their children.

EQUITY AND FINANCIAL COMMITMENT
Grand Rapids Christian High School is committed to providing

Costa Rica: Touch of the Tropics
(Leaders: Kara Kits & Krista Krygsman)

travel opportunities for all students wishing to travel during

Dominican Republic: Serve, Rest, Grow
(Leader: Frank Padilla)

in price. Choosing to travel is a financial commitment, but

Winterim. There are a variety of trip options that vary greatly

Ecuador: Andes and Amazon Adventure
(Leader: Paul Diekema)

Grand Rapids Christian Schools will provide some financial

Europe’s Great Cities: London, Paris, Florence, & Rome
(Leaders: Priscilla Meeuwenberg and Lisa Rozema)

form. GRCHS will also provide a few fundraising opportunities.

France, Belgium, & Germany: Sights & Stories in W. Europe
(Leaders: Seth Davies & Joe Brower)

decrease or possibly eliminate the cost to students. A

Hawaii: Hotspots, History & Island Hopping
(Leaders: Stephanie Boven and Jillian Konyndyk)
Jamaica: Jamaican Deaf Village
(Leaders: Jenifer Gunnink and Mark VanderWerf)
Orlando: Varsity Boys Basketball Trip
(Leader: Eric Taylor)
San Diego: Swimterim
(Leader: Jeremy Pyper)
Singapore: Lion City
(Leader: Rona Das)

support to families that show need by completing a FACTS
Some mission trips will raise tax-deductible gifts to greatly
student’s tuition must be in good standing to apply for travel.

APPLICATION PROCESS
Once the Winterim trips are announced, the trip leaders will
provide all application materials required. Each sponsoring
teacher can use her or his own guidelines in qualifying
travelers. A student’s age, academic performance, application,
and recommendation forms will all be considered.

South Africa: Beautiful Gate Orphanage
(Leader: Bryce Lutke)

23

WINTERIM 20/20

PHOTOGRAPHY CONTEST
We ar e l o o k i n g f o r y o u r

from your Winterim experience for our 2020 Winterim Photography Contest.

HERE ARE THE IMPORTANT DETAILS FOR THE CONTEST.
Photos that capture a moment telling a Winterim story will be the most successful.
The contest is open to students, staff, and guest instructors.
Each participant may only submit ONE photo, so choose wisely!
You will be emailed a link for photo contest submission during Winterim.
The deadline for submitting photos is Friday, January 24 at 3:00 p.m.
A grand prize will be awarded in three categories (trips, courses, and internships).
Smaller prizes may be awarded in each category as well.
Winners will be announced at the Winterim Celebration Chapel on February 5.
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HOW TO REGISTER
IMPORTANT INFORMATION
DATES FOR WINTERIM REGISTRATION:
12th Grade Registration:

Wednesday, October 9, lunch hour

11th Grade Registration:

Thursday, October 10, lunch hour

10th Grade Registration:

Friday, October 11, lunch hour

9th Grade Registration:

Monday, October 14, lunch hour

All Winterim registration will take place during the lunch hour.
We will be using the new Winterim registration system called SCHED. Prior to registration, students will be
emailed directions and a video tutorial on how to register. When your registration window opens, you will be
emailed a link to SCHED and you are free to register. Registration help will be available during the lunch hour in
the Garage on each day of Winterim registration.
If the course(s) that you want to enroll in are full by the time you register, you may place your name on waiting
lists for other courses. A link to the waiting lists will be sent to you in your registration email. Students will be
placed into open courses based on the timestamp of the waiting list, so be sure to add your name to the waiting
list immediately after you submit your registration.
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ONLINE COURSE REGISTRATION
12th Grade:

Wednesday, October 9, lunch hour

11th Grade:

Thursday, October 10, lunch hour

10th Grade:

Friday, October 11, lunch hour

9th Grade:

Monday, October 14, lunch hour

Join us for WinterimFest!
Thursday, October 3, 2019
12:35 pm – 1:30 pm
Follow us on

@GRCSWinterim / #GRCSWinterim / #Winterim20

www.grcs.org/Winterim
Brian Karsten, Winterim Coordinator • bkarsten@grcs.org
Grand Rapids Christian High School
2300 Plymouth Ave SE Grand Rapids, MI 49506
616.574.5500

