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Read Around The World
In June, children from Reception to Year 3 departed from the Main
School library with ‘Danes Hill Airlines’. The pupils had their
boarding passes to hand and had a warm welcome from Captains
Keat, Arnold and Bate in the departure lounge for a safety briefing.
Once the passengers disembarked, they were guided by Head
Tourists through a variety of activities pertaining to the continent
they visited. The children were encouraged to try a new language,
sample food, create a piece of art and all listened to a story. It was
a great experience for all the children!

First Senior Girls’
Cricket Fixture
The Danes Hill senior girls played
their first ever cricket fixture this
term. The 1st - 3rd teams played at
Danes Hill and the 4th Team at
Downsend. There were some
excellent results with the 1st and
3rd teams winning and the 2nd and
4th teams losing by just a few runs.
Well done girls!

French Themed Lunch
On Wednesday 28 March, with springtime approaching, Danes Hill pupils were transported to a little corner of
France to enjoy many tasty treats from ‘La Belle France’. There were the traditional classics such as ‘escargots’
and ‘cuisses de grenouilles’, all of which our children tried and tested and thoroughly enjoyed. Merci à tout le
monde for such a wonderful experience.

[2]

Sports Days 2018
Danes Hill was blessed with glorious sunshine for Sports Days
this year. Congratulations to all the children who took part; it
was great to see the team spirit on the sports fields as the
children competed for house points. Well done to the Saxons
who were the ultimate
winners of the
Sports Day Events.

Bevendean Productions
Well done to all the children at Bevendean for their
superb end of term productions. It was great to see
the increasing confidence of the children as they
finished the term in style! All of the children were
confident, happy and displayed some great acting
skills!
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Year 8 CE Results
On Friday 15 June, Year 8 received their long-anticipated Common Entrance Results.
Students were called one-by-one into Mr Murdock’s office to receive these in
person. Year 8 were rightly ecstatic with their results - many even shed tears of joy!
Not only are we delighted to announce that 57 students gained scholarships to their
senior schools, but this year’s achievement of 84% A*-B in Common Entrance exam
papers has thrilled staff. Year 8 should be proud of themselves as they come to the
end of their time at Danes Hill.
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Esher Common Walk

Family Golf Day

Although the temperatures were high, the children in Years
4-7 enjoyed their annual Esher Common Walk in aid of this
term’s charity, Queen Elizabeth’s Foundation (QEF). The
children set off from school in the morning, completing some
community work on the way by weeding out nuisance plant
species. The children then made their way to Garson’s Farm
to pick strawberries
before heading for lunch
and a well deserved ice
cream. Teachers and
children then completed
the walk back to Danes
Hill School.

Congratulations to the Few family who
won the Year 8 Family Golf
Competition. They completed 9 holes
of Greensomes golf in just 4 over par.
The Marshall family finally lost their
dominance in this event coming a very
respectable second. Mr Frost was
slightly jet lagged, flying in from
Kuwait for his final appearance. He
impressed the galleries on the final
hole with a stunning chip, landing close
to the pin.

Jet Masterclass
On Thursday 24 May, 8PAS visited a pilot training facility, near Gatwick Airport. The activities included tasks
in design and marketing as well as trying out an advanced flight simulator. The design task was a challenge
to create a product to increase the productivity and efficiency of air travel. By the end of the assignment, a
new chair had been designed as well as a suitcase transporter and even a newly formatted airport system.
The marketing exercise was devised to discuss new views and ideas upon how to expand JET
MASTERCLASS’ business, as well as legacy. This led to potential concepts concerning utilising social media
to increase awareness of the company. Other ideas included
going to school and providing workshops to children aged
eleven years and older, in order to get more children
interested in the piloting world. Another idea included a
video demonstrating the flight simulator and the standard of
facilities. The final part of the day was using the flight
simulator itself. This involved flights over London Gatwick to
Heathrow and back again, through different time settings,
which pilots in training would use. 8PAS found it a
fascinating and highly enjoyable day.
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International Netball Festival
Over the Easter holidays 30 girls from Years 6, 7 and 8
enjoyed going to the International Netball Festival in Paris.
During the day the girls played netball and also went to the
Disney Parks. The weather was fantastic and they had fun on
the rides and seeing the parades and Disney characters. The
girls were split into three teams for the netball matches, had
a masterclass with Netball England coaches and played in a
final tournament on the last day. All of the Danes Hill teams
played against older girls so the results were fantastic. The
U12A & B teams came 6th and 7th place in the Showdown
Cup and the U14 A team came 1st place in the Showdown
Plate. The Danes Hill girls also received the umpires’ Spirit of
the Game award for their superb enthusiasm throughout the
five days.

School Discos
The Lower, Middle and Upper School Discos took
place on Friday 27 April and were a great success.
The children had fun dancing to the DJ with glow
sticks, eating pizza and dressing up with props in
the polaroid photo booth. Thank you to those who
attended and made this event so much fun.

Star Wars Cinema
Night
To celebrate Star Wars Day, May the Fourth, ‘The
Empire Strikes Back’ was shown on the new green
screen in the Ark. Popcorn and drinks were served
outside in the glorious sunshine from 5.30pm
before the film started at 6.00pm. The night was a
success, with a turnout of around 100 parents and
children - despite being one of the hottest days of
the year! Thank you to everyone who came. May
the fourth be with you!

Mini Transition Teddy Bears’ Picnic
The three Mini Transition classes visited the Paddock for the very first time this term.They were going to
have a Teddy Bears’ picnic, but as it had been rainingthey hadtheir picnic whenthey returned to school.
The children had a lovely time exploring the environment. They enjoyed the Paddock very much and are
looking forward to the next school year when they can visit every week in Transition.

2018 Swimming Galas
The 2018 swimming galas
were an amazing success
again this year. The
weather was glorious and
so were the results with
records broken. The
children brought a smile to
our faces with their
teamwork and
determination to do well.
Thank you to all the
parental support and to Mrs Val Larkin, Head
of Swimming, for her dedication to her job,
not just at the galas but throughout the year.
Well done for all the individual successes and
to the winning houses.
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Danes Hill and the Royal
Kent Celebrate Meghan
and Harry’s Wedding
Joining the rest of the country to celebrate the Royal
Wedding, two Oxshott schools, Danes Hill and The Royal
Kent rolled out the bunting in glorious sunshine and shared
a memorable royal BBQ together. All of the children and
their teachers raised an ice-cream and wished the happy
couple the best of luck!

LAMDA Performance
The LAMDA pupils took centre stage at
their end of year concert in the Studio
Theatre.
The parents in attendance were treated to
a wonderful array of individual
performances. Whilst the sun was beating
down outside, the performers lit up the
Theatre, putting big smiles on their
parents’ faces.
Well done to everyone who took part on a
fantastic event.
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Rock Bottom
Year 3 worked hard this term on their production ‘Rock Bottom’.
Thursday 21 June was the big day of the show and parents were
delighted by the cave folk-themed tale of Bobby Cobblestone as he tried
to save his community. The children gave a brilliant performance and
enjoyed themselves as much as the audience did, well done Year 3!
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ISLE OF WIGHT CRICKET TOUR
Thursday 3 May saw the first real day of sunshine this term and so was the perfect time to head off
to the sunny Isle of Wight on the Senior Cricket Tour! The 14 pupil squad first visited Aldro School en
route to the coast to play their first game. This proved to be the toughest of the tour as the very
hospitable Aldro team off the wicket, were also a talented team on the wicket! The Danes Hill squad
made 69 and fielded valiantly, but Aldro were simply too polished in their batting and gained a 15th
over win. Although the boys were disappointed, playing against such a tough opposition in the first
game proved to be a valuable test. After crossing the Solent and enjoying a steak dinner the squad
awoke to another scorching day. Staying at the UK Sailing Centre proved to be a great choice with
the entire squad enjoying a three hour Kiel boat session at sea before returning for lunch. In the
afternoon the squad travelled to Ryde School for their 2nd match of the tour and were focussed on
averaging the previous day’s defeat. A cracking wicket with sea view saw the most exciting match of
the tour. The team fielded brilliantly with the 1st team captain Seb Stuart-Reckling taking a 5 wicket
haul! The Danes Hill team needed 2 runs in the last over which they achieved with just 3 balls to
play, winning a thrilling match. Special mention must go to Thomas Goodchild for staying in
throughout and scoring a valuable 37 runs. The third and final full day of the tour saw the team play
an ‘island select’ team and there were a number of determined faces in the team who had played
and lost for Ryde School the previous day. The match was another game that was too close to call.
The island team had just enough to score the runs needed with one
over to spare. Although a tough loss to take, it was amazing to
see just how far the team had come in just 3 days and set the
standard for the season ahead. The tour finished in cracking style
with ice-creams on the
beach and an afternoon of
paddle boarding. Well done
to all boys involved and a
big thanks to all the
supporting parents.

Golf Success
The Golf Team finished a successful season by winning the Charterhouse
Prep Schools Golf Tournament having already won The Cranleigh
Quadrangular in October. Captain Joseph Berbner is a big hitter and he
won the longest drive competition with a 300 yard hit at Charterhouse.
Congratulations to Estelle Berbner who has qualified for the Junior World
Golf Championships at Torrey Pines in California.
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TES English Team of the Year Awards
Congratulations to the Danes Hill English
Team for being shortlisted for the TES
English Team of the Year awards. Although
not the winners on the night, we are superproud of all their efforts in making English
such a successful and vibrant subject at our
school.

Weird and Wonderful Science
Science Week, our annual celebration of Science, was a white knuckle ride of discovery and exploration, with
all sorts of rockets, egg box invertebrates, Cartesian divers.......nappies and poo! Yes, you did read it correctly Year 6 really did make poo and study the effects of digestion on seeds and Year 5 re-lived their younger days
testing the absorbent powers of various nappies! Air Products came into the school to demonstrate the
properties and uses of Liquid Nitrogen and Dr. Emily Grossman, Science Communicator on Sky TV, wowed
her audience with a range of scientific knowledge gems. For the rest of the day, children could be heard
approaching their teachers with the phrase ' Do you know....?' So, do you know how long it takes all large
mammals to empty their bladders? (21 seconds, apparently; I wonder who worked that out?)
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The Jungle book
On Wednesday 23 May, deep in the jungle, something was stirring….. Year 4, the jungle VIPs, brought
Rudyard Kipling’s The Jungle Book to life through a most spectacular stage performance! With help from
Mrs Packer’s talented band, the children belted out some of the Disney film’s finest songs including the
brilliantly adapted, ‘Trust In Me’. The drama department’s magical vision saw the play from inception
through to its finale. Well done Year 4 on a superb production!
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We are the World
Year 2 Open Afternoon on Thursday 10 May showcased the
wonderful talent of the Year 2 children whilst considering our
responsibility to look after the environment. Each class had a
role in the performance, with dances as swimmers, sailors,
surfers and even jellyfish! The performance also involved
poems, news clips on how to save the planet and various
entertaining songs by the children. The favourite was without
a doubt ‘We Are the World’. Well done to every Year 2 child
for this amazing display; the green screen video footage was
especially brilliant!

Superb Summer Concert
The Ark was packed for the ever-popular Danes Hill Summer
Concert and it was another roaring success.
The parents, who were welcomed with refreshments before
taking their seats, were treated to some wonderful
performances from the Middle School Choir, Chamber Choir,
Brass Ensemble and many more. The concert was brought to a
fitting conclusion with a medley of songs from Elton John.
Congratulations to all the children (and teachers) who
took part.
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Spanish Trip to Seville
On Wednesday 2 May, a group of Year 6 and 7 boys and girls headed to
Andalucia, Spain with Mrs Hodgson, Miss Ashton, Mrs Callis and Mr Carrick
for jam packed days of Spanish culture. Arriving on Wednesday evening,
everyone enjoyed dinner in a traditional Spanish restaurant, before
checking into the hotel in Seville ready for their first day of sightseeing.
The children had an early start on Thursday, when they headed to Jerez, a
smaller Spanish city around an hour away. Although famous for its sherry,
the staff and students were there to see the famous dancing Andalician horses and the Fundacion Real
Escuela Andaluza del Arte Ecuestre. They were lucky enough to have a look around the grounds and stables
before enjoying the show. Following a quick visit to the Alcazar Palace and their first helado (ice-cream),
they dashed back to Seville to tour the Real Betis stadium. The 60,000 seat stadium is the fourth biggest in
Spain. They visited the changing rooms, the press room and walked down the tunnel to the pitch. In the
evening they walked along the Guadalquivir River, taking their first glimpse of Seville’s impressive riverfront
sights. Friday involved a tour of the sights of Seville starting with the Plaza de Toros. The guide explained
the history of bull fighting in Spain whilst showing everyone around. Lucky Harry stepped inside the arena
itself! The group then wandered through the pedestrianised centre to the cathedral where they saw
Columbus’ remains, held high by four statues of the kings of Spain. They climbed the Giralda Tower and
enjoyed looking out over the city. After lunch, where they sampled some tortilla, the children visited the
UNESCO World Heritage Real Alcazar Palace and saw the beautiful Moorish tiling before getting lost in the
maze! In the evening, they enjoyed some paella, with the more adventurous opting for black squid ink rice,
before taking a cruise on the river. On Saturday, the group visited the Plaza de España to see the beautiful
tiles which depict the various regions of Spain. Whilst there, they took part in the annual Spanish trip
rowing boat race with the victors winning themselves another ice cream. After lunch, they packed up and
headed to their second base in Matalascañas, a small beach town located in the Doñana National Park.
They checked into their hotel and enjoyed a walk along the sea front and a fantastic dinner. Finally on
Sunday they had a chance to relax having walked miles and miles over the four days. After breakfast the
children headed to the beach where they played in the sea, dug holes and enjoyed a lovely lunch in a
chiringuito (beach restaurant) before their final ice-cream!
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IAPS CLAY PIGEON SHOOTING CHAMPIONSHIPS
Congratulations to all the pupils who took part in the 3rd
Annual IAPS Clay Pigeon Shooting Championships hosted
by Danes Hill at The West London Shooting School on
Friday 4 May. The Year 8 team performed very well, gaining
3rd place. Captain Damon McDevitt led the team in
typical fashion, performing superbly throughout and
finished joint 4th position with Alex Morcombe. The Year
7 teams also performed well, improving upon last year’s
results to finish in 7th position overall.The glory of the
day went to the youngest age group, as the Year 6 team
were crowned U11 National Champions. Great
performances from Luke Lawson-Smith in 5th place
overall as well as Ava Blackwell and Estelle Berbner who finished
2nd and 3rd respectively in the female category. Well done to all those who took part in the
clay pigeon shooting this year. The sport has grown from strength to strength in the last 5 years and
we hope that this success will continue in the years to come.

Girls’ Games Dinner
The Year 7 and 8 girls had a fantastic evening at the annual Girls'
Games Dinner. This is a great opportunity for parents, pupils and
staff to celebrate the girls’ superb sporting achievements this year.
The dining room was decorated beautifullyand adelicious three
course meal wasserved. It was wonderful for everyone to see a slide
show of the girls’ photographs throughout their sporting years at
Danes Hill and hearing from thecaptains of each sport with their
individualspeeches. The guests were inspired by this year’s guest
speaker, international women’s rugby star, Danielle Waterman. All
of the girls received a glass award at the end of the night and
had the opportunity to meet our guest speaker and take home a
signed autograph.
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Grandparents’ Day
Friday 15 June brought beautiful weather for our annual
Grandparents’ Day. Grandparents travelled from as far as Abu Dhabi,
South Africa and Australia to celebrate the wonderful work of our
children. Grandparents were treated to various performances
throughout the day. Bevendean presented a lovely production,
impressing all with their impeccable behaviour. Years 2 and 3
delivered brilliant renditions of the songs ‘Drop in the Ocean’ and
‘Back to the Beginning’ in the Lower School performance, followed
by ‘Do-Re-Mi’ and ‘Yellow Submarine’ from the Lower School Choir.
The Middle and Upper School performance showcased an array of
talent, with singing from the Middle School Choir, solo music
performances from Upper School students, and LAMDA pieces. The
grandparents also enjoyed a tour of the school led by their
grandchildren and, at the end, relaxed with refreshments on the
Headmaster’s Terrace.
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