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Our mission 

Times Higher Education’s mission is to help create the 
conditions and culture that universities need to 
succeed, by providing data and insights from the 
world’s top universities.



The 2018 THE World University Rankings



The data for the World University Ranking
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THE World University 
Rankings 2018 Scopus 
dataset

12,431,514 total publications 
 
62 million citations 

Not included: 310,367 publications from 303 suspended titles 





The methodology



Pillars: citations



Pillars: research



Pillars: teaching environment



The Idea of a University

“The University is a community of scholars engaged in 
the task of seeking truth… It is intended not merely as 
a place of instruction; rather the student is to 
participate actively in research and from this 
experience he is to acquire the intellectual discipline 
and education which will remain with him throughout 
his life.”

Karl Jaspers, The Idea of a University, 1923.



Pillars: industry income



Pillars: international outlook



“Hybrid vigour”

“As you build a team, you bring together diverse 
people to provide the most effective views. 
Individuals brought up in different educational 
systems and with exposure to different societies 
and markets approach problems differently: 
thus, international teams broaden and augment 
individual thinking.”

Alice Gast, President, Imperial College London



The calculation of the Times Higher Education 
World University Rankings 2018 has been subject 
to independent audit by professional services firm 
PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC) making these the 
only global rankings to be subjected to full, 
independent scrutiny of this nature. 





What are the characteristics of a world class university?



What are the characteristics of a world class university??





The top 1,000 





Spain in focus

Name	
   Country/region	
   2018	
   2017	
  

Pompeu	
  Fabra	
  University	
   Catalonia	
   140	
   175	
  

Autonomous	
  University	
  of	
  Barcelona	
   Catalonia	
   =147	
   163	
  

University	
  of	
  Barcelona	
   Catalonia	
   201–250	
  201-­‐250	
  

University	
  of	
  Navarra	
   Spain	
   301–350	
  301-­‐350	
  

Autonomous	
  University	
  of	
  Madrid	
   Spain	
   351–400	
  351-­‐400	
  

Polytechnic	
  University	
  of	
  Catalonia	
   Catalonia	
   401–500	
  401-­‐500	
  

University	
  of	
  Rovira	
  i	
  Virgili	
   Spain	
   401–500	
  401-­‐500	
  

Complutense	
  University	
  of	
  Madrid	
   Spain	
   501–600	
  501-­‐600	
  

University	
  of	
  Granada	
   Spain	
   501–600	
  501-­‐600	
  

Polytechnic	
  University	
  of	
  Valencia	
   Spain	
   501–600	
  501-­‐600	
  

University	
  of	
  Valencia	
   Spain	
   501–600	
  501-­‐600	
  



Spain in focus University	
  of	
  Alcalá	
   Spain	
   601–800	
   601-­‐800	
  
University	
  of	
  the	
  Basque	
  Country	
   Spain	
   601–800	
   501-­‐600	
  
Carlos	
  III	
  University	
  of	
  Madrid	
   Spain	
   601–800	
   601-­‐800	
  
University	
  of	
  Jaén	
   Spain	
   601–800	
   601-­‐800	
  
King	
  Juan	
  Carlos	
  University	
   Spain	
   601–800	
   601-­‐800	
  
University	
  of	
  La	
  Laguna	
   Spain	
   601–800	
   601-­‐800	
  
University	
  of	
  Murcia	
   Spain	
   601–800	
   601-­‐800	
  
University	
  of	
  Oviedo	
   Spain	
   601–800	
   601-­‐800	
  
University	
  of	
  Salamanca	
   Spain	
   601–800	
   601-­‐800	
  
University	
  of	
  SanVago	
  de	
  Compostela	
   Spain	
   601–800	
   601-­‐800	
  
University	
  of	
  Seville	
   Spain	
   601–800	
   601-­‐800	
  
Technical	
  University	
  of	
  Madrid	
   Spain	
   601–800	
   601-­‐800	
  
University	
  of	
  Vigo	
   Spain	
   601–800	
   601-­‐800	
  
University	
  of	
  Zaragoza	
   Spain	
   601–800	
   501-­‐600	
  
University	
  of	
  A	
  Coruña	
   Spain	
   801–1000	
   601-­‐800	
  
University	
  of	
  Alicante	
   Spain	
   801–1000	
   NR	
  
University	
  of	
  Almería	
   Spain	
   801–1000	
   NR	
  
University	
  of	
  CasVlla-­‐La	
  Mancha	
   Spain	
   801–1000	
   601-­‐800	
  







Europe in the rankings 



Europe vs Spain 



Spain vs Catalonia











Spanish universities – reputation votes by continent





Thank you.
rankings@timeshighereducation.com

Twitter
@phil_baty
@THEWorldUniRank

Facebook
/THEWorldUniRank


