GROTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS
GROTON, CONNECTICUT
(*Attachments are available upon request from the Supetintendent’s Office.)

Committee of the Whole June 11, 2018

A special meeting of the Committee of the Whole of the Groton Board of Education was held on
June 11, 2018 in Room 11 of the School Administration Building.

1 CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order by Mrs. KKim Watson, Board Chairperson, at 6:07 p.m.
PRESENT ABSENT

Mrs. Kim Shepardson Watson, Chairperson Mrs. Lee White
Dr. Andrea Ackerman, Vice Chairperson

Mrs. Katrina Fitzgerald

Mrs. Jane Giulini

Mts. Gretchen Newsome

Mrs. Rosemary Robettson
Mrs. Rita Volkmann
Mt. Jay Weitlauf

Dz. Michael Graner, Superintendent of Schools

Ms. Susan Austin, Assistant Superintendent of Schools
Mr. Sam Kilpatrick, Director of Buildings and Grounds
Mr. Daniel Gaiewski, Student Representative

1 Approval of Minutes of May 21, 2018

MOTION: Ackerman, Weitlauf: To approve the minutes of May 21, 2018 with
corrections. PASSED - UNANIMOUSLY

2. CB Hiking Club presentation [ATTACHMENTS #1, 2]

Mr. Seth Danner introduced students, Nick Capazzi, Jacob Cieplik, John Lambert, Brooke
Mills, Sean Foley and Paisley Jones, who participated on the New Hampshire Hiking trip. The
students gave an overview of the trip and shared their expetiences.

Mr. Danner introduced students, Landon Parker and Julian Ryno, who participated in the
STEM Enrichment Summer 2018 program. These students explained and demonstrated the
challenges they participated in, i.e. Speto Drone and Lego Mindstorms Drone. This program
was made possible by a Pfizer Grant in the amount of $5,000.



Committee of the Whole
June 11, 2018
Page 2

3. Update regatding the new School Elementary Themes [ATTACHMENT #3]

Dr. Graner gave an overview of the proposed key points about Magnet School Themes for
Groton Public Schools.

4. Lottery Process Update — CMS Class Sizes [ATTACHMENT #4]

Ms. Kathy Wilson gave an ovetview of the Groton Magnet School Lottery Process.
Ms. Wilson noted that there is a strict process to follow going forward. Ms. Wilson noted that
enrollment at each school will be capped at 186 for grade 6, 181 for grade 7, and 158 for grade
8. Final assignment of students through the lottery process will be done in mid-August when
the Highly Mobile student slots are allocated. Any spots not taken will be filled in rank order
from the application pool.

5. New elementary school update (Jack Butkus, Rick Nottis)

Jack Butkus and Rick Nottis gave an ovetview of the changes made by the State regarding the
approval process for school construction. They also addressed the present status of the Merritt
property. There was an in-depth discussion between the Board, Mr. Butkus, and Mr. Norris
that generated pertinent information for all concerned.

Mrs. Watson suggested that Mt. Butkus and Mtr. Norris return for further dialogue with the
Board regarding Groton 2020.

6. Referral List and Suggested Agenda Items
The Board reviewed the Referral List.

Mrs. Volkmann suggested a referral of discussion of the pathway of the lottery system.

7. Adjournment

MOTION:  Ackerman, Fitzgerald: To adjourn at 8:45 p.m.
PASSED - UNANIMOUSLY
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Thank you for the support!
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KEY POINTS ABOUT MAGNET SCHOOL THEMES FOR GROTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS

2015 Groton Public Schools Magnet Theme Survey (see results in table below)

e InDec 2015, 700+ GPS parents participated in an online survey about magnet school themes
* Survey themes were selected by the BOE Ad-hoc Magnet School Committee

* Parents were most interested in the STEM theme, followed by performing arts

* Dual language was the preferred theme in the “other category”

Groton Public School Elementary Magnet Schools

* In 2017, CK STEAM Magnet received 128 applications for 25 slots available, NEA Arts Magnet
also had a waiting list of applicants

e The majority of applicants (44%) for CK came from MM
e The number of applicants for each school has increased over time

Magnet Theme Tools and Research

* Magnet schools were first developed in the 1980s for racial desegregation

* Magnet Schools of America (MSA) is a useful resource for districts developing new magnet
programs

e MSA has studies on successful themes

e Other CT districts (New Haven, New London, Hartford) have multiple elementary magnet
schools and can serve as models

2015 Magnet Theme Survey Responses

% of respondents that chose a rating of 4 or higher per
category (1 = not interested - 5 = very interested)

School Total# of | STEM Marine  Performing  Visual 1B B
survey Science Arts Arts (PYP) (MYP)
responses

CC 39 64% 38% 44% 44% 44% 50%
CK 79 87% 51% 52% 54% 41% 32%
NEA 126 69% 35% 48% 34% 31% 46%
SBB 98 51% 32% 34% 29% 31% 41%
PV 60 48% 36% 39% 35% 28% 31%
CB 68 75% 47% 49% 38% 39% 42%
MM 52 60% 29% 44% 43% 40% 41%
CMS 133 83% 35% 34% 30% 34% 50%
WMS 68 57% 33% 45% 44% 37% 44%
FHS 198 58% 29% 38% 39% 29% 38%
Total 753 62% 36% 42% 38% 32% 40%

Prepared by S. Weigle for BOE, updated 6/11/18
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Groton Magnet School Lottery Process

January 1. 2018 Lottery opens (Parents may sign into NOVUS choice
and select their school of choice or hand in a form to the secretary at
their current home school)

March 31. 2018 Lottery Closes

April 7, 2017 Meeting with LEARN to determine preferences
1. Neighborhood
2. Siblings

3. Highly mobile
4. The right to decline after accepting

April 10, 2018 Run Lottery

April 30- May 5, 2018 Principals call parents of lottery selected
students

May 7-11, 2018 Calls for students not accepted (lottery admin)
May 14-25, 2018 Deadline to decline or accept seats

May 29. 2018 Lists to elementary secretaries complete




