GROTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS
GROTON, CONNECTICUT
(*Attachments are available upon request from the Superintendent’s Office.)

Regular Meeting January 22, 2018

The regular meeting of the Groton Boatrd of Education was held on January 22, 2018, in CR 1 of the
Town Hall Annex.

1 CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order by Mrs. Kim Watson, Boatd Chairperson, at 6:03 p.m.

The first order of business was the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag by Joe Arcarese.

PRESENT ABSENT

Mrs. Kim Shepardson Watson
Dr. Andrea Ackerman

Mrs. Katrina Fitzgerald

Mrs. Jane Giulini

Mts. Gretchen Newsome
Mrs. Rosemary Robertson
Mits. Rita Volkmann

Mts. Lee White

Mzt. Jay Weitlauf

Dr. Michael Graner, Supetintendent of Schools

Ms. Susan Austin, Assistant Superintendent of Schools

Mr. Samuel Kilpatrick, Director of Buildings and Grounds (attived at 6:35 p.m.)
Mr. Ken Knight, Business Manager

Miss Cindy Fan, Student Representative

Mr. Daniel Gaiewski, Student Representative

B. RECOGNITION AND PARTICIPATION AND DELEGATIONS

» Acknowledgement of the 2018 MLK Scholars
Dr. Ackerman stated that she would allow the MLK Scholars introduce each other. The 2018
MLK Scholars are Darryl Brody, Jamin Importante, and Lily Johnson. They introduced each
other and shared their colleague’s accomplishments and the colleges they applied to.
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G COMMENTS FROM CITIZENS

1. Mrs. Portia Bordelon, 159 Shennecossett Parkway, shared several concerns:
Why are we an Alliance District?

Cuts in remedial funds

Piloting of programs in the district

Freshman Science

Magnet School at the middle school level

Transparency

me pop g

i RESPONSE TO COMMENTS FROM CITIZENS

1. Mrs. Watson thanked Mts. Bordelon for sharing her concerns with the Board.
2. Mrs. Volkmann asked Ms. Austin to speak to the Board at a COW meeting on the Next
Generation Science.

III. STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE REPORT

The Student Representatives reported:

» Mid-terms will begin this week on Wednesday;

» Seniors will be hosting a fundraiser at Applebee’s on February 28, 2018, from open
to close;

» Juniors will be selling Fitch Lanyards;

» A senior will be directing her first play, The Boy in the Striped Pajamas on January 25
& 26, 2018, at 7:00 p.m.

»  Music Department:

o January 14, 2018 — The Chamber Choir petformed in the Mystic River
Choral Concert at Connecticut College;

o The Chamber Choir, Jazz Band, and the Women’s Choir will perform at
the NEA Celebration of the Arts event: February 1, 2018 — Jazz Band will
perform; February 8, 2018 — The Chamber Choir and the Women’s Choir
will perform;

o February 10, 2018 — Jazz Band will participate in the Berkley Jazz Festival

in Boston;
o February 15, 2018 — The Annual Band Concert will petform in the FHS
auditorium.
IV. SUPERINTENDENT AND ADMINISTRATION REPORTS

1. Update regarding the Alliance District Program [ATTACHMENT #1]
Dr. Graner gave an overview of the Next Generation Accountability Report for 2015-
2016 noting that academically, Groton did well in compatison to the state average.
Ms. Austin noted that the target for some of the clusters wete changing. Ms. Austin
also gave an overview of CCR (College Career Readiness) and the ESSA Goal Targets.
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A.

IV.

REPORTS AND INFORMATION FROM THE STAFF

1. Business Office Report [ATTACHMENT #2]

>

Object Code Summary

Mr. Knight gave an overview of the Object Code Summary of the FY 18 Budget
Summary dated January 22, 2018 that shows a budget in the amount of
$75,791,541 which represents a 0% increase. The remaining amount of $676,698
will be restored later in the meeting; that will return the budget to the same amount
as FY 17 (§$76,468,239).

Health Insurance Repott
Mr. Knight noted there was no Health Insurance Report for the month of
December.

2. Director of Buildings and Grounds Report

»

>

Groton 2020: Mr. Kilpatrick noted that Dr. Graner, Rick Nottis, Bob Selma,
Kemp Morhart, and representatives from SLAM met with the State to review the
middle school projects. He also noted that there are items still to be discussed.
Mr. Kilpatrick noted that RFQs for the architects for the elementary renovations
that were due on January 16, 2018 and that eleven proposals wete received. Rick
Notris, Gary Schneider, John Burt, Bob Austin LaFrance, and himself will be
reviewing the proposals, then they will interview candidates before making a
selection.

Dr. Ackerman stated that she met with Dr. Graner regarding resurrecting the Ad Hoc
Advisory Committee.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Finance/Facilities Committee:
There was no report.

Policy Committee:
There was no report.

Cuttriculum Committee:
There was no report.

Negotiations Committee:
There was no report.

LEARN:

Mrs. Volkmann noted that the LEARN Board met January 11, 2018 and discussed how to be
an effective Board Member; ratified the contract between LEARN and LEARN Education
Association; and heard a report from Brian Reas, Superintendent of Schools of East Haddam,
on his goals for the yeat.









