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possible. Percentage of points earned translates to a letter grade in accordance to scale 
stated in the handbook.

 Assignments are considered late if they are not completed at the beginning of class.
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Middle School for Girls

Physical Education Grs. 5-8
Maggie Martin

mmartin@ashmi.org

Course Description 
The physical education program provides the student with the opportunity to develop their body, 
mind and spirit in a safe and compassionate environment. It is the physical education department’s 
vision to create an atmosphere of wellness in the classroom that extends into the community by 
teaching students many ways to be physically active. The foundation of the program lies in physical 
fitness, character education, skill development and the acquisition of sport knowledge. 

Students will use their knowledge of basic human movements to complete fitness routines and 
activities. They will explore what it means to be healthy and will have the opportunity to participate 
in a wide range of physical activities. Students will also have the opportunity to refine their athletic 
skills through their participation in units on a variety of different sports throughout the year. Students 
will be encouraged to try new sports, especially those offered as interscholastic sports at ASH. 

Class Expectations
For Grades 5 and 6
Not only are students required to come to class on time each day with all items required, they are 
expected to come with four other qualities as well: curiosity, connections to prior 
knowledge/experience, a commitment to their own learning and respect for themselves, their 
classmates and their teachers. 

In addition, students will receive a mark for effort and conduct. Included in this are certain class 
expectations:

Conduct – Conduct is a reflection of a student’s commitment to positive behavior in the classroom.
Students respect themselves, their classmates and their teachers. Positive attitude and 
behavior is required; students are expected to be open to learning and to not disrupt learning, 
for themselves or others. Respectful behavior also includes listening attentively and 
respectfully to classmates and teachers.

Effort – Effort includes preparedness, participation, responsibility, and willingness to stretch.
 Preparedness: Students arrive on time to class with necessary materials, including all work 

that is due.
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 Participation: Students will actively participate in class activities, discussions and 
projects. The comments or questions will be valuable and positive.  Following directions is 
also part of being an active learner.

 Responsibility: Students assume responsibility in the classroom by communicating with 
teachers and classmates if they are absent. Seeking help and advocating for one’s self is also 
part of a student’s responsibility.

 Willingness to stretch: Students stretch their abilities, even at the risk of setbacks or failures.

Students are expected to bring their computers to every class session, unless otherwise directed. 
Lessons will require varying degrees of computer usage, and students should follow directions 
regarding when to have their computers on, when to be connected to wireless, and even placement 
of computers during class. Students are expected to follow the established guidelines for taking care 
of their computers at all times. Please refer to the Appropriate Use Policy for more details.

For Grades 7 and 8:
Not only are students required to come to class on time each day with all items required, they are 
expected to come with four other qualities as well: curiosity, connections to prior 
knowledge/experience, a commitment to their own learning and respect for themselves, their 
classmates and their teachers. 

In addition, students will receive a mark for effort and conduct. Included in this are certain class 
expectations:

Conduct – Conduct is a reflection of a student’s commitment to positive behavior in the classroom.
Students respect themselves, their classmates and their teachers. Positive attitude and behavior is 
required; students are expected to be open to learning and to not disrupt learning, for themselves or 
others. Respectful behavior also includes listening attentively and respectfully to classmates and 
teachers.

Effort – Effort includes preparedness, participation, responsibility, and willingness to stretch.
 Preparedness: Students arrive on time to class with necessary materials, including all work 

that is due.
 Participation: Students will actively participate in class activities, discussions and 

projects. The comments or questions will be valuable and positive.  Following directions is 
also part of being an active learner.

 Responsibility: Students assume responsibility in the classroom by being proactive and 
engaged in their education.

o Students are expected to be advocates for themselves and seek help when needed.
o Students will use their planner to record and keep track of homework/due 

dates/assessment dates and complete their work on time.
o In the event of an absence, students will communicate with classmates and the 

teacher to acquire missing work. Students will follow through and complete/turn in all 
work that was missed.

o Students will monitor their progress by frequently reviewing their grades via the online 
gradebook (PCR).

 Willingness to stretch: Students stretch their abilities, even at the risk of setbacks or failures.
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Students are expected to bring their computers to every class session, unless otherwise directed. 
Lessons will require varying degrees of computer usage, and students should follow directions 
regarding when to have their computers on, when to be connected to wireless, and even placement 
of computers during class. Students are expected to follow the established guidelines for taking care 
of their computers at all times. Please refer to the Appropriate Use Policy for more details.

Marks for Effort & Conduct
Exceeds Expectations (EE)
Meets Expectations (ME)
Approaches Expectations (AE)
Below Expectations (BE)

Dress Code Requirements 
 A complete change of athletic clothing must be worn during each class period including 

the required Middle School for Girls PE uniform (grey t-shirt, navy blue shorts), white socks 
and non-marring gym shoes. No school clothes should be worn over or under the physical 
education uniform. If the student is out of uniform, they will lose points for the day.

 Students will be given five minutes at the beginning of class and five minutes at the end of 
class to change clothes. Students must be in their assigned place in the gym five minutes
after class starts, or they will be marked late.

 Classes may be held outdoors in the fall and spring. The physical education teacher will 
notify the students when the class will be participating outside and whether additional 
clothing is needed (example: sweatshirt or sweatpants).

Locker room Use
 Students will not be assigned permanent lockers.
 Each student will be required to change for class in the girl’s locker room located in the 

Field House. It is recommended that each student secure her belongings in a locker with a 
combination or keyed padlock during each class period.

Evaluation
 Students will earn 5 participation points each day, for meeting the guidelines set forth in the 

course procedures. 
 Students will earn letter grades consistent with the Middle School for Girls grading scale
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Middle School for Girls

Performance Plus!
Mrs. Elaine Buck

ebuck@ashmi.org

Course Description
Performance Plus is a collaborative class where students create and perform. As a class, students 
write the script and find music that reflects emotion and movement. Self-expression as well as 
physical activity are encouraged.  Students will develop characterization and learn staging, using 
props and create costume accessories.  A performance for the Middle School for Girls students and 
faculty is the culminating activity.  Each student will have this experience for one quarter. 

Text & Resources
No text, resources will be provided by the teacher.  Students will be required to bring computers to 
class.

Class Expectations
Dress code:  Students may choose to wear the shorts under their skirts or PE uniform shorts.  
Students may also choose to wear appropriate gym shoes or go barefoot.

For Grades 5 and 6
Not only are students required to come to class on time each day with all items required, they are 
expected to come with four other qualities as well: curiosity, connections to prior 
knowledge/experience, a commitment to their own learning and respect for themselves, their 
classmates and their teachers. 

In addition, students will receive a mark for effort and conduct. Included in this are certain class 
expectations:

Conduct – Conduct is a reflection of a student’s commitment to positive behavior in the classroom.
Students respect themselves, their classmates and their teachers. Positive attitude and 
behavior is required; students are expected to be open to learning and to not disrupt learning, 
for themselves or others. Respectful behavior also includes listening attentively and 
respectfully to classmates and teachers.

Effort – Effort includes preparedness, participation, responsibility, and willingness to stretch.
 Preparedness: Students arrive on time to class with necessary materials, including all work 

that is due.
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 Participation: Students will actively participate in class activities, discussions and 
projects. The comments or questions will be valuable and positive.  Following directions is 
also part of being an active learner.

 Responsibility: Students assume responsibility in the classroom by communicating with 
teachers and classmates if they are absent. Seeking help and advocating for one’s self is also 
part of a student’s responsibility.

 Willingness to stretch: Students stretch their abilities, even at the risk of setbacks or failures.

Students are expected to bring their computers to every class session, unless otherwise directed. 
Lessons will require varying degrees of computer usage, and students should follow directions 
regarding when to have their computers on, when to be connected to wireless, and even placement 
of computers during class. Students are expected to follow the established guidelines for taking care 
of their computers at all times. Please refer to the Appropriate Use Policy for more details.

For Grades 7 and 8:
Not only are students required to come to class on time each day with all items required, they are 
expected to come with four other qualities as well: curiosity, connections to prior 
knowledge/experience, a commitment to their own learning and respect for themselves, their 
classmates and their teachers. 

In addition, students will receive a mark for effort and conduct. Included in this are certain class 
expectations:

Conduct – Conduct is a reflection of a student’s commitment to positive behavior in the classroom.
Students respect themselves, their classmates and their teachers. Positive attitude and behavior is 
required; students are expected to be open to learning and to not disrupt learning, for themselves or 
others. Respectful behavior also includes listening attentively and respectfully to classmates and 
teachers.

Effort – Effort includes preparedness, participation, responsibility, and willingness to stretch.
 Preparedness: Students arrive on time to class with necessary materials, including all work 

that is due.
 Participation: Students will actively participate in class activities, discussions and 

projects. The comments or questions will be valuable and positive.  Following directions is 
also part of being an active learner.

 Responsibility: Students assume responsibility in the classroom by being proactive and 
engaged in their education.

o Students are expected to be advocates for themselves and seek help when needed.
o Students will use their planner to record and keep track of homework/due 

dates/assessment dates and complete their work on time.
o In the event of an absence, students will communicate with classmates and the 

teacher to acquire missing work. Students will follow through and complete/turn in all 
work that was missed.

o Students will monitor their progress by frequently reviewing their grades via the online 
gradebook (PCR).

 Willingness to stretch: Students stretch their abilities, even at the risk of setbacks or failures.
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Students are expected to bring their computers to every class session, unless otherwise directed. 
Lessons will require varying degrees of computer usage, and students should follow directions 
regarding when to have their computers on, when to be connected to wireless, and even placement 
of computers during class. Students are expected to follow the established guidelines for taking care 
of their computers at all times. Please refer to the Appropriate Use Policy for more details. 
 
Marks for Effort & Conduct 
Exceeds Expectations (EE) 
Meets Expectations (ME) 
Approaches Expectations (AE) 
Below Expectations (BE) 
 
Evaluation 
Students will be assessed on a pass/fail basis.  A rubric will be provided to students for performance 
expectations and group collaboration. 
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Middle School for Girls

Advanced Band – Grades 7-8 (B, D and F Days)     
Advanced Choir – Grades 7-8 (A, C and E Days)

Beginning Band – Grades 5-6 (B and D Days)          
Beginning Choir - Grades 5-6 (F Day)          

Ms. Kimberly Unrau
kunrau@ashmi.org

Course Description
Participation in Band and/or Choir affords students opportunities to

 Continue to build upon the knowledge already acquired about the elements of music.
 Develop an appreciation of all aspects of choral and instrumental music.
 Lead worship during prayer services and liturgies (Advanced Choir).
 Lead music and cheers during the pep rallies (Advanced Band).
 Fulfill the middle school music requirement.

Furthermore, students will learn to
 Play/sing an unknown piece of music by using the techniques of sight-reading.
 Play/sing their part while there are other parts occurring at the same time.
 Play/sing as an individual while remaining sensitive to the overall sound, blend and balance of 

the ensemble.

Text & Resources
 Band music and Essential Elements 2000
 Unison and two-part choral music, Gather Comprehensive Hymnal, Unity Mass

Class Expectations
 Arrive on time and ready to rehearse (no bathroom/water breaks).
 Bring all necessary materials (i.e. folder, music, pencil, computer [as needed])                    
 Follow directions the first time given.
 NO food, beverage or gum to class.  (Water bottles with tops are allowed.)
 Participate in the Christmas and Spring Concerts, as well as any required musical 

performances during the school year. (See calendar on Ms. Unrau’s Website for additional 
details.)
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For Grades 5 and 6
Not only are students required to come to class on time each day with all items required, they are 
expected to come with four other qualities as well: curiosity, connections to prior 
knowledge/experience, a commitment to their own learning and respect for themselves, their 
classmates and their teachers. 

In addition, students will receive a mark for effort and conduct. Included in this are certain class 
expectations:

Conduct – Conduct is a reflection of a student’s commitment to positive behavior in the classroom.
Students respect themselves, their classmates and their teachers. Positive attitude and 
behavior is required; students are expected to be open to learning and to not disrupt learning, 
for themselves or others. Respectful behavior also includes listening attentively and 
respectfully to classmates and teachers.

Effort – Effort includes preparedness, participation, responsibility, and willingness to stretch.
 Preparedness: Students arrive on time to class with necessary materials, including all work 

that is due.
 Participation: Students will actively participate in class activities, discussions and projects. 

The comments or questions will be valuable and positive.  Following directions is also part of 
being an active learner.

 Responsibility: Students assume responsibility in the classroom by communicating with 
teachers and classmates if they are absent. Seeking help and advocating for one’s self is also 
part of a student’s responsibility.

 Willingness to stretch: Students stretch their abilities, even at the risk of setbacks or failures.

Students are expected to bring their computers to every class session, unless otherwise directed. 
Lessons will require varying degrees of computer usage, and students should follow directions 
regarding when to have their computers on, when to be connected to wireless, and even placement 
of computers during class. Students are expected to follow the established guidelines for taking care 
of their computers at all times. Please refer to the Appropriate Use Policy for more details.

For Grades 7 and 8:
Not only are students required to come to class on time each day with all items required, they are 
expected to come with four other qualities as well: curiosity, connections to prior 
knowledge/experience, a commitment to their own learning and respect for themselves, their 
classmates and their teachers. 

In addition, students will receive a mark for effort and conduct. Included in this are certain class 
expectations:

Conduct – Conduct is a reflection of a student’s commitment to positive behavior in the classroom.
Students respect themselves, their classmates and their teachers. Positive attitude and behavior is 
required; students are expected to be open to learning and to not disrupt learning, for themselves or 
others. Respectful behavior also includes listening attentively and respectfully to classmates and 
teachers.
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Effort – Effort includes preparedness, participation, responsibility, and willingness to stretch.
 Preparedness: Students arrive on time to class with necessary materials, including all work 

that is due.
 Participation: Students will actively participate in class activities, discussions and projects. 

The comments or questions will be valuable and positive.  Following directions is also part of 
being an active learner.

 Responsibility: Students assume responsibility in the classroom by being proactive and 
engaged in their education.

o Students are expected to be advocates for themselves and seek help when needed.
o Students will use their planner to record and keep track of homework/due 

dates/assessment dates and complete their work on time.
o In the event of an absence, students will communicate with classmates and the 

teacher to acquire missing work. Students will follow through and complete/turn in all 
work that was missed.

o Students will monitor their progress by frequently reviewing their grades via the online 
gradebook (PCR).

 Willingness to stretch: Students stretch their abilities, even at the risk of setbacks or failures.

Students are expected to bring their computers to every class session, unless otherwise directed. 
Lessons will require varying degrees of computer usage, and students should follow directions 
regarding when to have their computers on, when to be connected to wireless, and even placement 
of computers during class. Students are expected to follow the established guidelines for taking care 
of their computers at all times. Please refer to the Appropriate Use Policy for more details.

Marks for Effort & Conduct
Exceeds Expectations (EE)
Meets Expectations (ME)
Approaches Expectations (AE)
Below Expectations (BE)

Evaluation 
Each semester grades are made up of the following parts:

Daily Participation (includes behavior, effort & materials) 33 1/3%
Performances (correct uniform and on time) 33 1/3 %
Assessments (homework, tests and quizzes) 33 1/3 %

 Students earn 10 points per class period.  Two points will be deducted for the following 
reasons:  tardiness, gum/food, failure to have materials, bathroom breaks and 
behavior/effort.

 After-school performances are valued at 100 points and school day performances at 50 points.  
Students will receive 0 points for an unexcused absence from a mandatory performance.   
Excused absences require written notification from a parent two weeks prior to the event and 
merit 85 points. In most cases there will be a written assignment for an excused absence. 
Emergency situations will be discussed on a case by case basis.

 Inappropriate dress at a performance merits 90 points.
 Misconduct during a performance merits 60 points.
 Students are given one week to make up class work or a test.  Failure to do so will result in a 

failing grade.
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 Extra credit can be earned by assisting Ms. Unrau in the music library, creating flyers for 
performances, performing outside of class for school (Semester Assembly, Morning Assembly, 
prayer services, liturgies, and/or Prize Day).      

Homework
 Fifteen minutes of daily practice on scales and music for band class.  (Formal practice records 

may be required if a student is not keeping up in class.)
 Memorization of choir music for concerts.
 Additional homework may be given according to class work.

Additional Materials Needed
 Choir students are expected to have the following: pencil (pens are not acceptable), two-

pocket folder (yellow-Advanced Choir; red-Beginning Choir) and music.  
 Band students are expected to have: pencil (pens are not acceptable), advanced band folder 

and music (which is provided by school), Essential Elements 2000 band method book and 
instrument. Clarinet and alto saxophone students also will need extra reeds. All students are 
also expected to bring their computer to class when instructed to do so by Ms. Unrau.

All students are required to have a concert uniform consisting of a solid-black knee-length or longer 
skirt or dress pants (no jeans, dance/yoga pants, or corduroy material), white buttoned down, school 
oxford blouse (long-sleeved), black nylons or tights, and black dress shoes.

MSG Musical Events

Thursday, October 11 Fall Pep Rally 2:30 p.m.
(Advanced Band)

Monday, October 22 Liturgy—Feast of Mater 9:30 a.m.
(Advanced Choir)

Thursday, December 13 Christmas Concert (with US)         7:00 p.m.
(All)

Friday, January 11 Liturgy—Baptism of the Lord 9:30 a.m.
(Advanced Choir)

Monday, February 11 Winter Pep Rally 2:30 p.m.
(Advanced Band)

Friday, April 26 Liturgy—Easter 9:30 a.m.
(Advanced Choir)

Wednesday, May 15 Spring Pep Rally 2:30 p.m.
(Advanced Band)

Thursday, May 23 Spring Musical 7:00 p.m.
(All)
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Middle School for Girls

Public Speaking 5/6
Lynette Nixon

lnixon@ashmi.org

Course Description
Students will study and practice the skills necessary for effective public speaking.  Note taking, 
vocabulary and current events will all be utilized to model and teach skills such as body posture, voice 
projection, enunciation, and eye contact.  Writing skills will be enhanced through writing speeches 
with a focus on the different parts of a speech.  Students will present several timed and untimed 
speeches throughout the year in genres such as how-to, persuasive, and global issues.

Text & Resources
Variety of text and web-based resources

Class Expectations
Not only are students required to come to class on time each day with all items required, they are 
expected to come with four other qualities as well: curiosity, connections to prior 
knowledge/experience, a commitment to their own learning and respect for themselves, their 
classmates and their teachers. 

In addition, students will receive a mark for effort and conduct. Included in this are certain class 
expectations:

Conduct – Conduct is a reflection of a student’s commitment to positive behavior in the classroom.
Students respect themselves, their classmates and their teachers. Positive attitude and 
behavior is required; students are expected to be open to learning and to not disrupt learning, 
for themselves or others. Respectful behavior also includes listening attentively and 
respectfully to classmates and teachers.

Effort – Effort includes preparedness, participation, responsibility, and willingness to stretch.
 Preparedness: Students arrive on time to class with necessary materials, including all work 

that is due.
 Participation: Students will actively participate in class activities, discussions and 

projects. The comments or questions will be valuable and positive.  Following directions is 
also part of being an active learner.



1250 Kensington Road  Bloomfield Hills, MI  48304  248-646-8900  248-646-4143 Fax www.ashmi.org

 Responsibility: Students assume responsibility in the classroom by communicating with 
teachers and classmates if they are absent. Seeking help and advocating for one’s self is also 
part of a student’s responsibility.

 Willingness to stretch: Students stretch their abilities, even at the risk of setbacks or failures.

Students are expected to bring their computers to every class session, unless otherwise directed. 
Lessons will require varying degrees of computer usage, and students should follow directions 
regarding when to have their computers on, when to be connected to wireless, and even placement 
of computers during class. Students are expected to follow the established guidelines for taking care 
of their computers at all times. Please refer to the Appropriate Use Policy for more details.

Marks for Effort & Conduct
Exceeds Expectations (EE)
Meets Expectations (ME)
Approaches Expectations (AE)
Below Expectations (BE)

Evaluation
Each assignment is worth a set number of points.  Assignments and report card grades are calculated 
by dividing the points the student earned by the total possible points.  Report cards will show the 
corresponding letter grade for that percentage as outlined in the handbook. 

Most homework will receive a five or ten-point completion grade. Larger projects are assessed with a 
rubric which is shared with students before the project is due. Late work will receive a 10% 
deduction in the grade for the assignment.  Work is considered late if it is not ready or available to be 
turned in at the start of class on the day it is due.
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Middle School for Girls

Public Speaking 7/8
Rebecca Farquhar

rfarquhar@ashmi.org

Course Description
Public speaking essentials enable students to become more effective communicators by using verbal 
and non-verbal communication in a variety of situations. Students will have numerous opportunities 
to perform and speak in front of a supportive audience. Through these class exercises, students
improve their eye contact, physical movement/gestures, posture, confidence and vocal 
characteristics.  Fundamental to a child’s education is the ability to write and speak clearly and with 
proper usage.

Confidence in communicating with a group of listeners, and developing listening abilities as an 
“audience” are essential skills that the students will utilize throughout life.  Opportunities to learn 
and practice the art of public speaking include performing in class plays, conducting monologues, and 
writing and delivering speeches in a variety of formats.  Students are expected to integrate credible 
sources into their research for presentations, as well as properly cite resources in informal and formal 
speaking situations. Students need to critically listen to and evaluate oral communication in a variety 
of settings. 

Text & Resources
No text required

Class Expectations
 Demonstrate effective nonverbal communication techniques such as eye contact, voice, 

gestures, movement and facial expression. 
 Validate knowledge of the communication process by recognizing and reacting appropriately 

to audience feedback. 
 Utilize listening skills by analyzing speeches of others and self. 
 Create speeches that fall within specific time limits.

Dates selected for speeches will be held to strongly.  If the student will be away for her assigned 
speech day, it is her responsibility to make arrangements to deliver the speech before leaving on the 
pre-arranged absence.  If absence on a speech day is due to illness, the student must be prepared to 
deliver her speech on the first class day on her return.  Being unprepared to deliver will result in a 
reduced grade.
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Not only are students required to come to class on time each day with all items required, they are 
expected to come with four other qualities as well: curiosity, connections to prior 
knowledge/experience, a commitment to their own learning and respect for themselves, their 
classmates and their teachers. 

In addition, students will receive a mark for effort and conduct. Included in this are certain class 
expectations:

Conduct – Conduct is a reflection of a student’s commitment to positive behavior in the classroom.
Students respect themselves, their classmates and their teachers. Positive attitude and behavior is 
required; students are expected to be open to learning and to not disrupt learning, for themselves or 
others. Respectful behavior also includes listening attentively and respectfully to classmates and 
teachers.

Effort – Effort includes preparedness, participation, responsibility, and willingness to stretch.
 Preparedness: Students arrive on time to class with necessary materials, including all work 

that is due.
 Participation: Students will actively participate in class activities, discussions and 

projects. The comments or questions will be valuable and positive.  Following directions is 
also part of being an active learner.

 Responsibility: Students assume responsibility in the classroom by being proactive and 
engaged in their education.

o Students are expected to be advocates for themselves and seek help when needed.
o Students will use their planner to record and keep track of homework/due 

dates/assessment dates and complete their work on time.
o In the event of an absence, students will communicate with classmates and the 

teacher to acquire missing work. Students will follow through and complete/turn in all 
work that was missed.

o Students will monitor their progress by frequently reviewing their grades via the online 
gradebook (PCR).

 Willingness to stretch: Students stretch their abilities, even at the risk of setbacks or failures.

Students are expected to bring their computers to every class session, unless otherwise directed. 
Lessons will require varying degrees of computer usage, and students should follow directions 
regarding when to have their computers on, when to be connected to wireless, and even placement 
of computers during class. Students are expected to follow the established guidelines for taking care 
of their computers at all times. Please refer to the Appropriate Use Policy for more details.

Marks for Effort & Conduct
Exceeds Expectations (EE)
Meets Expectations (ME)
Approaches Expectations (AE)
Below Expectations (BE)
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Evaluation
Public Speaking 7/8 will be a graded course, not pass/fail. Assignments will include various formal 
speeches, variety of informal speeches, and other class work and activities. Grading is organized 
around a cumulative point system.  The sum of points earned on assignments will be determined and 
a percentage based on the total number of points possible will be computed.  Grading rubrics will be 
given to students at the onset of each assignment. The sum of points earned on assignments will be 
found and a percentage based on the total number of points possible will be computed. This 
percentage determines the letter grade in accordance with the scale stated in the handbook. Grades 
will be posted on the PCR Gradebook. Students will be informed about when the gradebook is open 
for them to review their scores. 
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Middle School for Girls

Religion 5/6
Ms. Jodi Birkemeier

jbirkemeier@ashmi.org

Course Description
This course is designed to introduce students to Sacred Scripture, with a focus primarily on the New 
Testament. Students will learn to pray with Scripture and will learn about who God is through His Word, 
reading sections of the Gospels and Epistles. Students will come to know about the life of Jesus, and 
what it means to have a personal relationship with Christ.

Text & Resources
Bible - All students will receive a Bible to use throughout their middle school years. This Bible is theirs 
to keep when they advance to High School.
Spirit of Truth: Sacred Scripture, Sophia Institute for Teachers.

Class Expectations
Not only are students required to come to class on time each day with all items required, they are 
expected to come with four other qualities as well: curiosity, connections to prior 
knowledge/experience, a commitment to their own learning and respect for themselves, their 
classmates and their teachers. 

In addition, students will receive a mark for effort and conduct. Included in this are certain class 
expectations:

Conduct – Conduct is a reflection of a student’s commitment to positive behavior in the classroom.
Students respect themselves, their classmates and their teachers. Positive attitude and 
behavior is required; students are expected to be open to learning and to not disrupt learning, 
for themselves or others. Respectful behavior also includes listening attentively and 
respectfully to classmates and teachers.

Effort – Effort includes preparedness, participation, responsibility, and willingness to stretch.
 Preparedness: Students arrive on time to class with necessary materials, including all work 

that is due.
 Participation: Students will actively participate in class activities, discussions and 

projects. The comments or questions will be valuable and positive.  Following directions is 
also part of being an active learner.
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 Responsibility: Students assume responsibility in the classroom by communicating with 
teachers and classmates if they are absent. Seeking help and advocating for one’s self is also 
part of a student’s responsibility.

 Willingness to stretch: Students stretch their abilities, even at the risk of setbacks or failures.

Students are expected to bring their computers to every class session, unless otherwise directed. 
Lessons will require varying degrees of computer usage, and students should follow directions 
regarding when to have their computers on, when to be connected to wireless, and even placement 
of computers during class. Students are expected to follow the established guidelines for taking care 
of their computers at all times. Please refer to the Appropriate Use Policy for more details.

Marks for Effort & Conduct
Exceeds Expectations (EE)
Meets Expectations (ME)
Approaches Expectations (AE)
Below Expectations (BE)

Evaluation
Semester grades will be determined by the following:

15 % Journal Reflections (in-class, unless assigned)
25 % Participation in class activities and discussions
25 % Homework / Reading assignments (in-class, unless assigned)
35 % Quizzes and Tests

Students who are ill or have a family emergency may contact the teacher for extensions on 
assignments.
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Middle School for Girls

Religion 7
Ms. Jodi Birkemeier

jbirkemeier@ashmi.org

Course Description
This course focuses on the life of Christ Jesus and what it means to live as His disciples. Students will 
learn about the Early Church and the Church today and will have opportunities to reflect on and discuss 
what it means to be a follower of Christ. Students will also learn about the Sacraments and their roots 
in both Sacred Scripture and Sacred Tradition, and how God’s grace enables us to be witnesses of the 
Gospel in the world today.

Text & Resources
Bible - New students will receive a Bible to use throughout their middle school years. This Bible is 
theirs to keep when they advance to High School.
Spirit of Truth: Living as a Disciple of Christ, Sophia Institute for Teachers.

Class Expectations
Not only are students required to come to class on time each day with all items required, they are 
expected to come with four other qualities as well: curiosity, connections to prior 
knowledge/experience, a commitment to their own learning and respect for themselves, their 
classmates and their teachers. 

In addition, students will receive a mark for effort and conduct. Included in this are certain class 
expectations:

Conduct – Conduct is a reflection of a student’s commitment to positive behavior in the classroom.
Students respect themselves, their classmates and their teachers. Positive attitude and behavior is 
required; students are expected to be open to learning and to not disrupt learning, for themselves or 
others. Respectful behavior also includes listening attentively and respectfully to classmates and 
teachers.

Effort – Effort includes preparedness, participation, responsibility, and willingness to stretch.
 Preparedness: Students arrive on time to class with necessary materials, including all work 

that is due.
 Participation: Students will actively participate in class activities, discussions and 

projects. The comments or questions will be valuable and positive.  Following directions is 
also part of being an active learner.
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 Responsibility: Students assume responsibility in the classroom by being proactive and 
engaged in their education.

o Students are expected to be advocates for themselves and seek help when needed.
o Students will use their planner to record and keep track of homework/due 

dates/assessment dates and complete their work on time.
o In the event of an absence, students will communicate with classmates and the 

teacher to acquire missing work. Students will follow through and complete/turn in all 
work that was missed.

o Students will monitor their progress by frequently reviewing their grades via the online 
gradebook (PCR).

 Willingness to stretch: Students stretch their abilities, even at the risk of setbacks or failures.

Students are expected to bring their computers to every class session, unless otherwise directed. 
Lessons will require varying degrees of computer usage, and students should follow directions 
regarding when to have their computers on, when to be connected to wireless, and even placement 
of computers during class. Students are expected to follow the established guidelines for taking care 
of their computers at all times. Please refer to the Appropriate Use Policy for more details.

Marks for Effort & Conduct
Exceeds Expectations (EE)
Meets Expectations (ME)
Approaches Expectations (AE)
Below Expectations (BE)

Evaluation
Semester grades will be determined by the following:

15 % Journal Reflections (in-class, unless assigned)
25 % Participation in class activities and discussions
25 % Homework / Reading assignments
35 % Quizzes and Tests

Students who are ill or have a family emergency may contact the teacher for extensions on 
assignments.
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Middle School for Girls

Religion 8
Ms. Jodi Birkemeier

jbirkemeier@ashmi.org

Course Description
This course will center on the lives of the Saints from the time of Christ to today, and our own call from 
God to become saints. Looking at Church history through the lens of the Saints and learning from their 
example, students will have the opportunity to reflect on their own lives, discovering more about their 
own vocation and path to holiness from God. Students will also learn about St. John Paul II’s Theology 
of the Body, growing in their understanding of why God created man male and female, and how He 
enables us to live out this truth today.

Text & Resources
Bible - New students will receive a Bible to use throughout the year. This Bible is theirs to keep when 
they advance to High School.
Spirit of Truth: The Communion of the Faithful, Sophia Institute for Teachers.

Class Expectations
Not only are students required to come to class on time each day with all items required, they are 
expected to come with four other qualities as well: curiosity, connections to prior 
knowledge/experience, a commitment to their own learning and respect for themselves, their 
classmates and their teachers. 

In addition, students will receive a mark for effort and conduct. Included in this are certain class 
expectations:

Conduct – Conduct is a reflection of a student’s commitment to positive behavior in the classroom.
Students respect themselves, their classmates and their teachers. Positive attitude and behavior is 
required; students are expected to be open to learning and to not disrupt learning, for themselves or 
others. Respectful behavior also includes listening attentively and respectfully to classmates and 
teachers.

Effort – Effort includes preparedness, participation, responsibility, and willingness to stretch.
 Preparedness: Students arrive on time to class with necessary materials, including all work 

that is due.
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 Participation: Students will actively participate in class activities, discussions and 
projects. The comments or questions will be valuable and positive.  Following directions is 
also part of being an active learner.

 Responsibility: Students assume responsibility in the classroom by being proactive and 
engaged in their education.

o Students are expected to be advocates for themselves and seek help when needed.
o Students will use their planner to record and keep track of homework/due 

dates/assessment dates and complete their work on time.
o In the event of an absence, students will communicate with classmates and the 

teacher to acquire missing work. Students will follow through and complete/turn in all 
work that was missed.

o Students will monitor their progress by frequently reviewing their grades via the online 
gradebook (PCR).

 Willingness to stretch: Students stretch their abilities, even at the risk of setbacks or failures.

Students are expected to bring their computers to every class session, unless otherwise directed. 
Lessons will require varying degrees of computer usage, and students should follow directions 
regarding when to have their computers on, when to be connected to wireless, and even placement 
of computers during class. Students are expected to follow the established guidelines for taking care 
of their computers at all times. Please refer to the Appropriate Use Policy for more details.

Marks for Effort & Conduct
Exceeds Expectations (EE)
Meets Expectations (ME)
Approaches Expectations (AE)
Below Expectations (BE)

Evaluation
Semester grades will be determined by the following:

15 % Journal Reflections (in-class, unless assigned)
25 % Participation in class activities and discussions
25 % Homework / Reading assignments
35 % Quizzes and Tests

Students who are ill or have a family emergency may contact the teacher for extensions on 
assignments.
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Middle School for Girls

Science 5/6
Michele Allison

Email:  mallison@ashmi.org

Course Description 
Science 5/6 will follow a 2-year cycle.  The focus this year is earth science.  Throughout the year, 
students will continue to develop their abilities to meaningfully participate in the processes of 
scientific investigation. These abilities include sharing and exploring student questions, observation, 
measurement, experimental design, logical reasoning based on evidence and communication of 
results. Students will engage in laboratory explorations, small group work, projects, videos, 
demonstrations, lectures and whole group discussions.  

Curriculum topics:  
 History of Planet Earth
 Interior of Earth and plate tectonics
 Earth’s systems
 Human impacts
 Weather and climate
 Space science

Text & Resources
A variety of print and web based applications will be integrated into the curriculum throughout the 
year.

Class Expectations
Not only are students required to come to class on time each day with all items required, they are 
expected to come with four other qualities as well: curiosity, connections to prior 
knowledge/experience, a commitment to their own learning and respect for themselves, their 
classmates and their teachers. 

In addition, students will receive a mark for effort and conduct. Included in this are certain class 
expectations:

Conduct – Conduct is a reflection of a student’s commitment to positive behavior in the classroom.
Students respect themselves, their classmates and their teachers. Positive attitude and 
behavior is required; students are expected to be open to learning and to not disrupt learning, 
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for themselves or others. Respectful behavior also includes listening attentively and 
respectfully to classmates and teachers.

Effort – Effort includes preparedness, participation, responsibility, and willingness to stretch.
 Preparedness: Students arrive on time to class with necessary materials, including all work 

that is due.
 Participation: Students will actively participate in class activities, discussions and 

projects. The comments or questions will be valuable and positive.  Following directions is 
also part of being an active learner.

 Responsibility: Students assume responsibility in the classroom by communicating with 
teachers and classmates if they are absent. Seeking help and advocating for one’s self is also 
part of a student’s responsibility.

 Willingness to stretch: Students stretch their abilities, even at the risk of setbacks or failures.

Students are expected to bring their computers to every class session, unless otherwise directed. 
Lessons will require varying degrees of computer usage, and students should follow directions 
regarding when to have their computers on, when to be connected to wireless, and even placement 
of computers during class. Students are expected to follow the established guidelines for taking care 
of their computers at all times. Please refer to the Appropriate Use Policy for more details.

Marks for Effort & Conduct
Exceeds Expectations (EE)
Meets Expectations (ME)
Approaches Expectations (AE)
Below Expectations (BE)

Evaluation
All work will be graded and assigned a percentage. 

Tests:
 Used to assess students’ comprehensive understanding
 Tests will be given at the conclusion of most units
 Students can expect a study guide before a test to aid in preparation and provide guidance 

toward areas of focus
Quizzes:

 Used to assess student progress and determine areas of strengths and weaknesses 
 Can be announced or unannounced

Labs and projects:
 Used to expand on and explore areas of study in more depth  
 Give students hands-on experiences so that they can foster deeper understanding of content

Homework:
 Provides additional practice and aids in development of understandings
 Usually corrected in class on the day it is due.  Students are expected to use a colored checking 

pen to make any necessary corrections or additions to their homework.
 Gives students immediate feedback regarding their comprehension and offers opportunity to 

clarify misunderstandings
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Evaluation weighting:
Assignments are weighted as follows, unless specified otherwise

Assignment             Weight
Tests x4
Quizzes x3 (announced); 

x1 (unannounced)
Labs x2
Classwork                      x1
Homework x1

At times, work will receive a “completion grade.”  Completion grades are given based on effort, 
appropriate use of the assignment and completion of the final product.  Assignments that are given a 
completion grade will not be accepted late and will receive a zero if not brought to class on the due 
date. 

Late Work:
Late work will be reflected in a student’s grade.  Grades will be deducted by 10% every day an 
assignment is late.  Assignments will only be accepted up to 3 school days after the due date.



1250 Kensington Road  Bloomfield Hills, MI  48304  248-646-8900  248-646-4143 Fax www.ashmi.org

Middle School for Girls

Science 7/8
Michele Allison

Email:  mallison@ashmi.org

Course Description 
Science 7/8 will follow a 2-year cycle.  The focus this year is chemistry.  Throughout the year, students 
will continue to develop their abilities to meaningfully participate in the processes of scientific 
investigation. These abilities include sharing and exploring student questions, observation, 
measurement, experimental design, logical reasoning based on evidence and communication of 
results. Students will engage in laboratory explorations, small group work, projects, videos, 
demonstrations, lectures and whole group discussions.  

Curriculum topics: 
 Matter
 Changes of state
 Elements, atoms, molecules and compounds
 The Periodic Table of the Elements
 Chemical changes

Text & Resources
A variety of print and web based applications will be integrated into the curriculum throughout the 
year.

Class Expectations
Not only are students required to come to class on time each day with all items required, they are 
expected to come with four other qualities as well: curiosity, connections to prior 
knowledge/experience, a commitment to their own learning and respect for themselves, their 
classmates and their teachers. 

In addition, students will receive a mark for effort and conduct. Included in this are certain class 
expectations:

Conduct – Conduct is a reflection of a student’s commitment to positive behavior in the classroom.
Students respect themselves, their classmates and their teachers. Positive attitude and behavior is 
required; students are expected to be open to learning and to not disrupt learning, for themselves or 
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others. Respectful behavior also includes listening attentively and respectfully to classmates and 
teachers.

Effort – Effort includes preparedness, participation, responsibility, and willingness to stretch.
 Preparedness: Students arrive on time to class with necessary materials, including all work 

that is due.
 Participation: Students will actively participate in class activities, discussions and 

projects. The comments or questions will be valuable and positive.  Following directions is 
also part of being an active learner.

 Responsibility: Students assume responsibility in the classroom by being proactive and 
engaged in their education.

o Students are expected to be advocates for themselves and seek help when needed.
o Students will use their planner to record and keep track of homework/due 

dates/assessment dates and complete their work on time.
o In the event of an absence, students will communicate with classmates and the 

teacher to acquire missing work. Students will follow through and complete/turn in all 
work that was missed.

o Students will monitor their progress by frequently reviewing their grades via the online 
gradebook (PCR).

 Willingness to stretch: Students stretch their abilities, even at the risk of setbacks or failures.

Students are expected to bring their computers to every class session, unless otherwise directed. 
Lessons will require varying degrees of computer usage, and students should follow directions 
regarding when to have their computers on, when to be connected to wireless, and even placement 
of computers during class. Students are expected to follow the established guidelines for taking care 
of their computers at all times. Please refer to the Appropriate Use Policy for more details.

Marks for Effort & Conduct
Exceeds Expectations (EE)
Meets Expectations (ME)
Approaches Expectations (AE)
Below Expectations (BE)

Evaluation
All work will be graded and assigned a percentage. 

Tests:
 Used to assess students’ comprehensive understanding
 Tests will be given at the conclusion of most units
 Students can expect a study guide before a test to aid in preparation and provide guidance 

toward areas of focus
Quizzes:

 Used to assess student progress and determine areas of strengths and weaknesses 
 Can be announced or unannounced

Labs and projects:
 Used to expand on and explore areas of study in more depth  
 Give students hands-on experiences so that they can foster deeper understanding of content
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Homework:
 Provides additional practice and aids in development of understandings
 Usually corrected in class on the day it is due.  Students are expected to use a colored checking 

pen to make any necessary corrections or additions to their homework.
 Gives students immediate feedback regarding their comprehension and offers opportunity to 

clarify misunderstandings

Evaluation weighting:
Assignments are weighted as follows, unless specified otherwise

Assignment                      Weight
Tests x4
Quizzes x3 (announced); 

x1 (unannounced)
Labs x2
Classwork                      x1
Homework x1

At times, work will receive a “completion grade.”  Completion grades are given based on effort, 
appropriate use of the assignment and completion of the final product.  Assignments that are given a 
completion grade will not be accepted late and will receive a zero if not brought to class on the due 
date. 

Late Work:
Late work will be reflected in a student’s grade.  Grades will be deducted by 10% every day an 
assignment is late.  Assignments will only be accepted up to 3 school days after the due date.
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Middle School for Girls

Spanish 5/6
Sra. Amina Saavedra

asaavedra@ashmi.org

Course Description
This is a 45-minute class (meets 3 days/6 day cycle) in which students will learn basic phrases and 
vocabulary in an enjoyable and relevant way. The goal is to have the students know basic phrases for 
brief conversations.

 Culture of Spain
 expressions of courtesy
 learning strategies
 days of the week and months
 numbers (0-1,000,000)
 asking questions
 weather and seasons
 telling time and school 

schedule

 things in the classroom and 
useful classroom expressions

 clothing and colors 
 family tree
 rooms in the house 
 story-telling (La Buena Hija)
 in/definite articles
 parts of the body
 the five senses and adjectives

Text & Resources
Exploring Spanish, ©2008, EMC Publishing
all resources for the class are found on my Weebly site:
http://srasaavedra.weebly.com
www.senorwooly.com
www.duolingo.com

Class Expectations
Students are responsible for asking for and making up missed assignments.
ACTIVE PARTICIPATION IN CLASS AND A SINCERE EFFORT TO UNDERSTAND SPANISH ARE REQUIRED.  
Students must keep all their notes, quizzes and handouts in a binder.
Students will to come to class on time with the material needed for class:

 completed homework, corrections made after class discussion/check
 binder folder with pockets (for handouts), loaded with lined paper
 pen, pencil and highlighter
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Not only are students required to come to class on time each day with all items required, they are 
expected to come with four other qualities as well: curiosity, connections to prior 
knowledge/experience, a commitment to their own learning and respect for themselves, their 
classmates and their teachers. 

In addition, students will receive a mark for effort and conduct. Included in this are certain class 
expectations:

Conduct – Conduct is a reflection of a student’s commitment to positive behavior in the classroom.
Students respect themselves, their classmates and their teachers. Positive attitude and 
behavior is required; students are expected to be open to learning and to not disrupt learning, 
for themselves or others. Respectful behavior also includes listening attentively and 
respectfully to classmates and teachers.

Effort – Effort includes preparedness, participation, responsibility, and willingness to stretch.
 Preparedness: Students arrive on time to class with necessary materials, including all work 

that is due.
 Participation: Students will actively participate in class activities, discussions and 

projects. The comments or questions will be valuable and positive.  Following directions is 
also part of being an active learner.

 Responsibility: Students assume responsibility in the classroom by communicating with 
teachers and classmates if they are absent. Seeking help and advocating for one’s self is also 
part of a student’s responsibility.

 Willingness to stretch: Students stretch their abilities, even at the risk of setbacks or failures.

Students are expected to bring their computers to every class session, unless otherwise directed. 
Lessons will require varying degrees of computer usage, and students should follow directions 
regarding when to have their computers on, when to be connected to wireless, and even placement 
of computers during class. Students are expected to follow the established guidelines for taking care 
of their computers at all times. Please refer to the Appropriate Use Policy for more details.

Marks for Effort & Conduct
Exceeds Expectations (EE)
Meets Expectations (ME)
Approaches Expectations (AE)
Below Expectations (BE)

Evaluation
Homework will be given almost daily and must be completed before class begins.    
Points are deducted for tardiness, incomplete or not corrected homework.

Grades are calculated as follows:
*From ACTFL Rubrics (American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Language)

 30%    Reading – How well student understands written Spanish
 30%    Listening – How well understands spoken Spanish
 20% Writing – How fluently and accurately can the student write in Spanish
 15%    Speaking – How fluently and accurately can the student speak in Spanish



1250 Kensington Road  Bloomfield Hills, MI  48304  248-646-8900  248-646-4143 Fax www.ashmi.org

 5%   How much effort does student put forth in class
Daily Engagement Agreement:
Paying attention by looking, listening, and asking about the language
Being prepared for class by having the materials/assignments for class
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Middle School for Girls

Spanish 7
Sra. Amina Saavedra

asaavedra@ashmi.org

Course Description
This is a 45-minute class in which students will learn basic phrases and vocabulary in an enjoyable and 
engaging way. The goal is to have the students fluent enough for basic conversation and travel.  

 Hail Mary prayer in Spanish
 Culture of Spain and Ecuador
 Conjugation of –ar, -er, -ir verbs 

(present tense)
 Vocabulary to describe people
 Possesive adjectives
 Professions and occupations
 The verb ser (to be)
 Articles, agreement with nouns

 Vocabulary to describe leisure activities
 Uses of the the verb estar (to be)
 Expressing location
 Expressing obligation (tener/hay que)
 Adverbs of frequency
 Expressions with tener (to have)
 Venir (to come)
 Expressing possession:  possessive 

adjectives or the preposition de

Text & Resources
Descubre, Level 1©2014, by Vista Higher Learning.  Website: www.vhlcentral.com
(Visit daily or weekly for practice, games and self-assessment), also my website:  
srasaavedra.weebly.com.

Class Expectations
Students are responsible for asking for and making up missed assignments.
ACTIVE PARTICIPATION IN CLASS AND A SINCERE EFFORT TO UNDERSTAND SPANISH ARE REQUIRED.  
Students must keep all their notes, quizzes and handouts in a binder.
Students will to come to class on time with the material needed for class:

 completed homework, corrections made after class discussion/check
 binder folder with pockets (for handouts), loaded with lined paper
 pen, pencil and highlighter

Not only are students required to come to class on time each day with all items required, they are 
expected to come with four other qualities as well: curiosity, connections to prior 
knowledge/experience, a commitment to their own learning and respect for themselves, their 
classmates and their teachers. 
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In addition, students will receive a mark for effort and conduct. Included in this are certain class 
expectations:

Conduct – Conduct is a reflection of a student’s commitment to positive behavior in the classroom.
Students respect themselves, their classmates and their teachers. Positive attitude and behavior is 
required; students are expected to be open to learning and to not disrupt learning, for themselves or 
others. Respectful behavior also includes listening attentively and respectfully to classmates and 
teachers.

Effort – Effort includes preparedness, participation, responsibility, and willingness to stretch.
 Preparedness: Students arrive on time to class with necessary materials, including all work 

that is due.
 Participation: Students will actively participate in class activities, discussions and 

projects. The comments or questions will be valuable and positive.  Following directions is 
also part of being an active learner.

 Responsibility: Students assume responsibility in the classroom by being proactive and 
engaged in their education.

o Students are expected to be advocates for themselves and seek help when needed.
o Students will use their planner to record and keep track of homework/due 

dates/assessment dates and complete their work on time.
o In the event of an absence, students will communicate with classmates and the 

teacher to acquire missing work. Students will follow through and complete/turn in all 
work that was missed.

o Students will monitor their progress by frequently reviewing their grades via the online 
gradebook (PCR).

 Willingness to stretch: Students stretch their abilities, even at the risk of setbacks or failures.

Students are expected to bring their computers to every class session, unless otherwise directed. 
Lessons will require varying degrees of computer usage, and students should follow directions 
regarding when to have their computers on, when to be connected to wireless, and even placement 
of computers during class. Students are expected to follow the established guidelines for taking care 
of their computers at all times. Please refer to the Appropriate Use Policy for more details.

Marks for Effort & Conduct
Exceeds Expectations (EE)
Meets Expectations (ME)
Approaches Expectations (AE)
Below Expectations (BE)

Evaluation
Homework will be given almost daily and must be completed before class begins.    
Points are deducted for tardiness, incomplete or not corrected homework.

Grades are calculated as follows:
*From ACTFL Rubrics (American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Language)

 30%    Reading – How well student understands written Spanish
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 30%    Listening – How well understands spoken Spanish
 20% Writing – How fluently and accurately can the student write in Spanish
 15%    Speaking – How fluently and accurately can the student speak in Spanish
 5%   How much effort does student put forth in class

Daily Engagement Agreement:
Paying attention by looking, listening, and asking about the language
Being prepared for class by having the materials/assignments for class
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Middle School for Girls

Spanish 8
Sra. Amina Saavedra

asaavedra@ashmi.org

Course Description
This is a 45-minute class in which students will learn basic phrases and vocabulary in an enjoyable and 
engaging setting. The goal is to have the students fluent enough for basic conversation and Spanish II 
in the Upper School.  Units of study for this year:

 Our Father prayer
 Pastimes, Sports
 Culture of Mexico and Puerto Rico
 Travel and Places in the City
 Stem-changing verbs (e>ie, o>ue, e>i)
 The verb ir (verb “to go”)

 Irregular Yo forms
 Ser vs. Estar (verbs “to be”)
 Adjectives – Emotions and more
 Present progressive
 Direct object pronouns
 Storytelling/skits

Text & Resources
Descubre, Level 1©2014, by Vista Higher Learning.  Website: www.vhlcentral.com, senorwooly.com
(Visit daily or weekly for practice, games and self-assessment), also my website: 
srasaavedra.weebly.com.

Class Expectations
Students are responsible for asking for and making up missed assignments.
ACTIVE PARTICIPATION AND A SINCERE EFFORT TO LISTEN WITH THE INTENT TO UNDERSTAND
SPANISH ARE REQUIRED.  
Grades are earned, not given.
Students must keep all their notes, quizzes and handouts in a binder.
Students will to come to class on time with the material needed for class:

 completed homework, corrections made during and after class discussion/check
 computer charged and on task (See “Appropriate Use Policy”)
 binder folder with pockets (for handouts), loaded with lined paper
 flashcards (digital or note cards), pen, pencil and highlighter

Not only are students required to come to class on time each day with all items required, they are 
expected to come with four other qualities as well: curiosity, connections to prior 
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knowledge/experience, a commitment to their own learning and respect for themselves, their 
classmates and their teachers. 

In addition, students will receive a mark for effort and conduct. Included in this are certain class 
expectations:

Conduct – Conduct is a reflection of a student’s commitment to positive behavior in the classroom.
Students respect themselves, their classmates and their teachers. Positive attitude and behavior is 
required; students are expected to be open to learning and to not disrupt learning, for themselves or 
others. Respectful behavior also includes listening attentively and respectfully to classmates and 
teachers.

Effort – Effort includes preparedness, participation, responsibility, and willingness to stretch.
 Preparedness: Students arrive on time to class with necessary materials, including all work 

that is due.
 Participation: Students will actively participate in class activities, discussions and 

projects. The comments or questions will be valuable and positive.  Following directions is 
also part of being an active learner.

 Responsibility: Students assume responsibility in the classroom by being proactive and 
engaged in their education.

o Students are expected to be advocates for themselves and seek help when needed.
o Students will use their planner to record and keep track of homework/due 

dates/assessment dates and complete their work on time.
o In the event of an absence, students will communicate with classmates and the 

teacher to acquire missing work. Students will follow through and complete/turn in all 
work that was missed.

o Students will monitor their progress by frequently reviewing their grades via the online 
gradebook (PCR).

 Willingness to stretch: Students stretch their abilities, even at the risk of setbacks or failures.

Students are expected to bring their computers to every class session, unless otherwise directed. 
Lessons will require varying degrees of computer usage, and students should follow directions 
regarding when to have their computers on, when to be connected to wireless, and even placement 
of computers during class. Students are expected to follow the established guidelines for taking care 
of their computers at all times. Please refer to the Appropriate Use Policy for more details.

Marks for Effort & Conduct
Exceeds Expectations (EE)
Meets Expectations (ME)
Approaches Expectations (AE)
Below Expectations (BE)

Evaluation
Homework will be given almost daily and must be completed before class begins.  
Points are deducted for tardiness, incomplete or not corrected homework 

Grades are calculated as follows:
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*From ACTFL Novice Rubrics (American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Language)
Advanced, Proficient, Developing, Beginning, Emerging, No Attempt

 30%    Reading – How well student understands written Spanish
 30%    Listening – How well understands spoken Spanish
 20% Writing – How fluently and accurately can the student write in Spanish
 15%    Speaking – How fluently and accurately can the student speak in Spanish
 5%   How much effort does student put forth in class

Daily engagement agreement starts with 100 percent quarter. 
Paying attention by looking, listening, and asking about the language
Being prepared for class by having the materials/assignments for class
-5 points per violation.  Points may be regained by meeting with Sra. for 5 minutes at TCB
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Middle School for Girls

Social Studies 5/6
Lynette Nixon

lnixon@ashmi.org

Course Description
The Social Studies 5/6 curriculum incorporates critical thinking, collaboration, and creativity while 
studying the Ancient World and the Middle Age civilizations of the Eastern Hemisphere.  The history 
of the civilizations will be explored as several stories or themes including movement and trade or 
religion and culture. The focus this year will be:  early people, which includes the stone age; Greece
and Rome, the Byzantine Empire, China, and Japan. Using a combination of reading, note taking, 
class discussions, simulations, projects and tests, students will explore and compare the history and 
culture of these civilizations. A timeline will be created and maintained throughout the year.  
Important events will be added as they are learned and will be used to illustrate and connect the 
stories and themes.

Students will also develop geography and map reading skills connected to the units of study, 
deepening their understanding of the development and growth of these civilizations while 
strengthening their reading and text book skills.  Research and writing skills will be reinforced through 
the process of creating outlines, drafts, and essays.  Lastly, students will improve their summarization 
and speaking skills using current events, while also making connections between the history and
present-day locations of the various civilizations to be studied.

Text & Resources
Geography Tools and Concepts, Prentice Hall, 2001
World History: Ancient Civilizations through the Renaissance, Houghton Mifflin Harcourt 2012
A variety of text and web-based materials

Class Expectations
Not only are students required to come to class on time each day with all items required, they are 
expected to come with four other qualities as well: curiosity, connections to prior 
knowledge/experience, a commitment to their own learning and respect for themselves, their 
classmates and their teachers. 

In addition, students will receive a mark for effort and conduct. Included in this are certain class 
expectations:

Conduct – Conduct is a reflection of a student’s commitment to positive behavior in the classroom.
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Students respect themselves, their classmates and their teachers. Positive attitude and 
behavior is required; students are expected to be open to learning and to not disrupt learning, 
for themselves or others. Respectful behavior also includes listening attentively and 
respectfully to classmates and teachers.

Effort – Effort includes preparedness, participation, responsibility, and willingness to stretch.
 Preparedness: Students arrive on time to class with necessary materials, including all work 

that is due.
 Participation: Students will actively participate in class activities, discussions and 

projects. The comments or questions will be valuable and positive.  Following directions is 
also part of being an active learner.

 Responsibility: Students assume responsibility in the classroom by communicating with 
teachers and classmates if they are absent. Seeking help and advocating for one’s self is also 
part of a student’s responsibility.

 Willingness to stretch: Students stretch their abilities, even at the risk of setbacks or failures.

Students are expected to bring their computers to every class session, unless otherwise directed. 
Lessons will require varying degrees of computer usage, and students should follow directions 
regarding when to have their computers on, when to be connected to wireless, and even placement 
of computers during class. Students are expected to follow the established guidelines for taking care 
of their computers at all times. Please refer to the Appropriate Use Policy for more details.

Marks for Effort & Conduct
Exceeds Expectations (EE)
Meets Expectations (ME)
Approaches Expectations (AE)
Below Expectations (BE)

Evaluation
Each assignment is worth a set number of points.  Assignments and report card grades are calculated 
by dividing the points the student earned by the total possible points.  Report cards will show the 
corresponding letter grade for that percentage as outlined in the handbook.  

Most homework will receive a five to ten-point grade for completion and effort.  Homework that is a 
review of material previously learned will be worth more, depending on the assignment.  Current 
events assignments are worth 30 points each. Larger projects are assessed with a rubric which is 
shared with students before the project is due. Late work will receive a 10% deduction in the grade 
for the assignment.  Work is considered late if it is not ready or available to be turned in at the start 
of class on the day it is due.

Academic integrity is of the utmost importance.  Any case involving copying the work of another 
person, either a student or published material, will result in a decrease in the grade for the 
assignment.  Typically, the grade will be decreased at least 10%.
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Middle School for Girls 
 

Social Studies 7/8 
Rebecca Farquhar 

rfarquhar@ashmi.org 
 

Course Description  
Social Studies 7/8 will be a two‐year loop focusing on the study of European and American history as 
several stories with a beginning, middle and end.  The 7/ 8 loop picks up with the post‐Ancient world.  
 
Initially, students will begin the year by discussing the concept of historical thinking. Historical 
thinking is a complex, multi‐faceted way of thinking with five components:  utilizing multiple accounts 
and perspectives, analyzing primary sources, sourcing (considering a document’s origin to help us 
make sense of it), considering context and recognizing the claim‐evidence connection (the knowledge 
that historical arguments and stories rest on evidence).  This way of critically thinking about history 
will be used as the lens through which each story will be studied, examined, and written about 
throughout the year.  As these stories are studied and learned, geography and map skills will be 
taught in the context of each story.   

 
This year the focus will be on: 

 Historical Thinking 

 The Story of Slavery 

 The Industrial Revolution 

 The Story of the Civil War 
 
Throughout the year students will be expected to follow the news to understand the current social, 
political and economic issues. By studying and discussing current events students will be able to make 
connections between current events and history, be able to articulate arguments using appropriate 
evidence, enhance their understanding of world events, and encourage students will become informed 
and engaged citizens. 
 
Text & Resources 
United States History, Holt Publishing, 2007 
America’s Past and Promise, McDougal Littell, 1999 
Utilization of http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/ and http://teachinghistory.org/ 
Primary Source documents 
Interact simulations 
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Class Expectations 
Not only are students required to come to class on time each day with all items required, they are 
expected to come with four other qualities as well:  curiosity, connections to prior 
knowledge/experience, a commitment to their own learning and respect for themselves, their 
classmates and their teachers.  
  
In addition, students will receive a mark for effort and conduct. Included in this are certain class 
expectations: 
  
Conduct – Conduct is a reflection of a student’s commitment to positive behavior in the classroom. 
Students respect themselves, their classmates and their teachers. Positive attitude and behavior is 
required; students are expected to be open to learning and to not disrupt learning, for themselves or 
others. Respectful behavior also includes listening attentively and respectfully to classmates and 
teachers. 
  
Effort – Effort includes preparedness, participation, responsibility, and willingness to stretch. 

 Preparedness:  Students arrive on time to class with necessary materials, including all work 
that is due. 

 Participation:  Students will actively participate in class activities, discussions and 
projects.  The comments or questions will be valuable and positive.  Following directions is 
also part of being an active learner. 

 Responsibility:  Students assume responsibility in the classroom by being proactive and 
engaged in their education. 

o Students are expected to be advocates for themselves and seek help when needed. 
o Students will use their planner to record and keep track of homework/due 

dates/assessment dates and complete their work on time. 
o In the event of an absence, students will communicate with classmates and the 

teacher to acquire missing work.  Students will follow through and complete/turn in all 
work that was missed. 

o Students will monitor their progress by frequently reviewing their grades via the online 
gradebook (PCR). 

 Willingness to stretch:  Students stretch their abilities, even at the risk of setbacks or failures. 
  
Students are expected to bring their computers to every class session, unless otherwise directed. 
Lessons will require varying degrees of computer usage, and students should follow directions 
regarding when to have their computers on, when to be connected to wireless, and even placement 
of computers during class. Students are expected to follow the established guidelines for taking care 
of their computers at all times. Please refer to the Appropriate Use Policy for more details. 
 
Marks for Effort & Conduct 
Exceeds Expectations (EE) 
Meets Expectations (ME) 
Approaches Expectations (AE) 
Below Expectations (BE) 
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Evaluation 
Grading is organized around a cumulative point system.  The sum of points earned on assignments 
will be determined and a percentage based on the total number of points possible will be computed.  
This percentage determines the letter grade in accordance with the scale stated in the handbook.  It 
should be noted that, in general, tests, quizzes and projects are worth more points than note‐taking 
or homework assignments.  However, keeping up with assignments and note‐taking are essential to 
good preparation for assessment events. 
 
In addition to tests, quizzes, and projects, students may be assigned a variety of homework tasks.  
Some of those tasks will be to preview a topic in readiness for an activity or discussion, to read a 
portion of text and record questions and thoughts, or to complete an assignment to show level of 
mastery with the material.  Please note that studying is frequently assigned as homework.  This is to 
build study habits, strategies, discipline, and technique.  Pop quizzes, both graded and ungraded, give 
students and teacher a way to gauge how independent studying and learning is progressing and give 
time for “course correction” as needed.  In order to encourage risk‐taking and develop the confidence 
to try different strategies for learning, some assignments will receive a completion grade while others 
will receive an accuracy grade.  Students will also receive a grade for effort and conduct. 
 
Late Work: 
Late work will be reflected in a student’s grade.  Late work will receive a 10% deduction in the grade 
for every day an assignment is late.  Assignments will only be accepted up to 3 school days after the 
due date.  Work is considered late if it is not ready or available to be turned in at the start of class on 
the day it is due. 


