
 
 
 
 
How does the school day work? 
 
School starts at 8:00 am and ends at 2:25 pm. Each day has an advisory period and several scheduled 
workshops. 
 
An advisory is a group of PPA scholars who meet each day with their advisory teacher to review 
activities of the day and the week, participate in community building activities, participate in conferencing 
around their individual graduation plans, and work on projects and learning activities to help them 
become career and college ready. The PPA advisory is the scholar’s “homebase”, the small learning 
community that comes together every day around what is happening in each other’s lives and in how to 
help each other in school and out of school. Families can expect to hear from their child’s advisor on a 
regular basis and the advisor is the main point of contact and support for each scholar as they make 
their way through school at Prairie Phoenix Academy. 
 
A workshop is a class that is built around specific themes of high interest for PPA scholars. A workshop runs daily for several weeks 
at a specific time of day during the school day. Scholars select their workshop schedule with their advisor and commit to working 
toward specific graduation requirements while they are enrolled in the workshop. Workshops often combine more than one credit 
area. For example, a workshop built around an area of interest like “Environmental Issues” could have learning activities and projects 
that allow students to earn portions of credit in Science, English History, Economics, and Civics. Students earn credit by participating 
in workshop activities, developing their own projects tied to the theme, and by developing evidence of their learning that is linked to 
academic standards. Motivated and highly engaged scholars may earn a significant amount of credit by accomplishing a significant 
amount of work. Scholars who are struggling with school engagement can earn credit in smaller quantities as they build academic 
stamina and develop the strategies and skills they need to become stronger participants in their  own success. 


