CURRICULUM POLICY
Introduction
The BSM is a British-curriculum school operating in an international context. The curriculum followed is
based on the National Curriculum for England and Wales, with appropriate modifications to take account of
the School’s geographical setting. At the end of Key Stage 4 students sit public examinations for IGCSE, GCSE
and other appropriate qualifications. At Sixth Form (post-16) students study for the International
Baccalaureate Diploma (IBDP) qualification.
The curriculum encompasses both the taught academic curriculum and the co-curriculum, which includes all
activities outside the classroom that influence the development of the individual child. The School places
great emphasis on encouraging the all-round growth of each individual pupil to prepare them for the
opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of adult life.
The curriculum is the means by which the School achieves its educational aims as outlined in the Senior
School Departmental Development Plans (DDP) and Deputy Head Academic Objectives, and for the Primary
School in the PS Development Plan.
The curriculum is developed in the context of the following school aims:
To provide the highest quality of teaching and learning
 To equip students with the necessary knowledge and skills to succeed
 To set high expectations, challenging and supporting all
 To ensure that students achieve the best possible outcomes and results
 To inspire a love of learning for its own sake
 To develop a continuum of learning between the Primary and Senior School
 To ensure that staff receive regular and professional opportunities for training
 To appraise staff in a constant effort to raise professional standards
To offer a broad, balanced and rigorous curriculum
 To teach the English National Curriculum from EYFS to Y11, including IGCSE
 To offer the International Baccalaureate Diploma in the Sixth Form
To provide first-rate pastoral care
 To ensure students are safe, and feel happy and individually valued within the school
 To establish a set of values and a moral framework for pupils
 To encourage all pupils to be internationally-minded and inclusive
 To promote a sense of responsibility and an ethos of service
To offer a rich, varied and attractive co-curricular programme
 To foster health and well-being through sport
 To foster creativity through the arts
 To nurture the development of new and existing skill sets
 To encourage the values of participation, teamwork, leadership, commitment and initiative
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Organisation
The curriculum is organised in phases according to the National Curriculum for England:
Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS):
Nursery and Reception
Key Stage 1 (KS1):
Years 1 and 2
Key Stage 2 (KS2):
Years 3 to 6
Key Stage 3 (KS3):
Years 7 to 9
Key Stage 4 (KS4):
Years 10 and 11
SIXTH FORM:
Years 12 and 13
The curriculum seeks to meet the personalised learning needs of all students. Subject matter is appropriate
for the ages and aptitudes of pupils. Schemes of Work and planning are designed to meet the needs of all
pupils including those who require support with their learning and those with English as an Additional
Language.
Primary School (PS) curriculum
In the Primary School, we ensure our curriculum content is driven by contexts that are relevant and engaging
to the pupils in our school working through the Interconnected Curriculum. With a focus on English and
Mathematics, we prepare our pupils for their movement into the next phase of their education. Crosscurricular themes are devised to make connections between different subjects enabling the children to make
more sense of their learning. We aim to use creative methods to give children opportunities to use and
develop their basic skills, whilst retaining the integrity of each National Curriculum subject. We aim, through
our curriculum, to instil in our pupils a sense of challenge, independence and creativity. Our curriculum
includes a strong thread of PSHE based on the Living Values Education Programme - www.livingvalues.net
Aims
 For children to learn the essential knowledge, skills and understanding in a broad range of curriculum
subjects
 To provide rigorous and meaningful links between subjects to allow children to use and apply their
knowledge, skills and understanding to new situations
 To develop creativity, independence and the resilience to respond to challenge in a positive way
 For children to engage with their learning so that they remain committed to learning throughout
their school careers and their lives
 To develop the personal qualities the children need to be good citizens and to respond to the
changing contexts of their future lives
 To develop a sense of their own cultures and heritage whilst at the same time developing a respect
for the nationalities and cultures of others in our school and in the wider world
 To consolidate basic skills in English and Maths by creating opportunities for children to practise
these skills in the foundation subjects
 For teaching and learning to be enjoyable and rewarding for pupils, teaching staff and parents
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Curriculum structure
English is taught daily and should be linked to learning in other subjects wherever possible. The objectives of
the NC 2014 are used as a guideline for genres and as a framework for standards. If discrete skills need to
be taught, and they do not fit well with the theme, these skills are taught in stand-alone lessons. Talk for
Writing techniques are employed in every class as the methodology for teaching Writing. More information
about Talk for Writing can be found here at http://www.talk4writing.co.uk/
Maths is taught daily as a stand-alone subject using objectives from the NC 2014 curriculum framework, but
Maths activities are included as part of themed work also. The Mathematics scheme Abacus is referenced by
teachers, but is not the sole source of teaching ideas and materials.
Italian is also taught as a stand-alone subject. Other stand-alone lessons are PE, Music and Science.
Handwriting and spelling are taught weekly and practised weekly. Mental Maths is taught weekly.
Thematic Planning
Each year group carries out a series of units of work known as Themes. In KS1 and KS2 – six themes are
taught per year, each with an emphasis from a different curriculum area. In the EYFS a Theme lasts around
2 -3 weeks.
In the EYFS activities are planned within the Theme to address the 7 key areas of learning
 Communication and Language
 Physical Development
 Personal, Social and Emotional Development
 Mathematics
 Understanding the World
 Expressive Arts and Design
 Literacy
In Key Stage 1 and 2 Themes are linked to the following subject areas:
 Geography
 History
 Art/Design
 PSHE/RE
 A Theme based on a children’s book/flexible theme – choice of literature may change
 Science
Structure and content of themes
Themes are based on clearly-defined learning goals or standards which lay out the subject knowledge, skills
and understanding children need at different stages of their primary education.
Each theme is made up of a main curriculum area and then additional subjects from other curriculum areas.
An example of this might be a Science theme supported by History, Dance, Music and Art. A History theme
could be supported by Geography, ICT, RE, Science and DT. Teachers will ensure there is a good balance
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of Foundation subjects covered throughout the year. A programme for monitoring this is completed by
subject leaders.
Each theme begins with an ‘entry point’. This is an event/activity to launch the theme in an exciting way, with
the aim of making pupils’ learning as stimulating as possible. There will also be an ‘exit point’ at the end of
each theme, planned to draw together the children’s learning over the period of the theme. This ‘exit point’
might be in the form of an exhibition, a performance or presentation, a publication or through sharing work
online.
The text for the Literature Theme is chosen by the class teacher. Coverage is monitored by the English
subject leaders. This ensures an overview of the range and types of texts being used across the school. The
book chosen can be changed each year, or can remain the same for a few years.
Values Based Curriculum
A central part of our PHSE curriculum is based on a common set of values. The twelve values we reference
are: Peace, Respect, Love, Responsibility, Happiness, Cooperation, Honesty, Humility, Tolerance, Simplicity
and Unity. More information about our values-based approach can be found here http://www.livingvalues.net/
Within each theme teachers choose a minimum of 3 of the PS values to link to the theme. Reflective lessons
based on the values will encourage the children to engage with the wider world and encourage them to
evaluate their role within it. A weekly Primary School assembly led by the Headteacher is linked to the Values
based PSHE programme.
The ‘flexible’ theme
The flexible theme allows teachers to choose a curriculum area to teach. This theme allows teaching to
respond to a world event, a sporting event, a subject chosen by the class/year group, an area of expertise a
teacher may have, or a curriculum area that needs more work in a particular year group. It can be based on
an exciting field trip, ‘real life’ Maths experience - the decision is up to the year group teachers. This flexible
theme is changed yearly to maintain fresh ideas in the curriculum.
Roles and responsibilities
The Role of the Primary School Leadership Team
The Headteacher and Deputy Headteacher are responsible for the overall organisation of the Primary School
Curriculum. They work closely with the wider Primary School Leadership Team, collaborating on Curriculum
development, monitoring of planning and assessment and reflection on progress of curricular initiatives. The
Primary School Leadership Team comprises of the following members:
Leader of English
Leader of Mathematics
Head of EAL
Head of Early Years Foundation Stage
Head of KS2
Head of KS1
Special Educational Needs Coordinator
The role of the PS Subject Leaders is crucial in developing the ethos of achievement within the curriculum
area, in harmony with the aims and ethos of the whole school. S/he is key to the success and development
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of the School, and to the raising of student achievement. The Subject Leader must ensure that targets for
improvement in the curriculum area are set and met through positive approaches to curriculum development,
the planning and preparation of a thematic and creative curriculum, the monitoring of teaching and learning
across the curriculum area, and the support and development of staff.
Monitoring and Review
The implementation of this policy is monitored by the PS leadership and leaders of Curriculum areas. The
implementation of the policy is driven through the programme of PS Staff CPD.
Senior School (SS) Curriculum
The Senior School offers a broad, rigorous, differentiated and inclusive curriculum to all students. The
curriculum is based on the National Curriculum for England at Key Stage 3; at Key Stage 4 it is the IGCSE
(GCSE) course curriculum; at Sixth Form the curriculum is that of the International Baccalaureate (IB).
The subject content is outlined in the relevant curriculum documents that are published on the School’s
website.
The curriculum is intended to encourage the development of the attributes of the IB Learner Profile, namely
that students should be:
 Communicators
 Open-minded
 Principled
 Balanced
 Caring
 Reflective
 Thinkers
 Risk Takers
 Inquirers
 Knowledgeable
The PSHE (Personal, Social and Health Education) programme of study plays an important and integral role
in the delivery of the curriculum.
Organisation
The curriculum is organised in phases according to the National Curriculum for England:
Key Stage 3 (KS3):
Years 7 to 9
Key Stage 4 (KS4):
Years 10 and 11
Sixth Form:
Years 12 and 13
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At Key Stage 3 the curriculum fulfils the requirements of the National Curriculum. At Key Stages 4 and 5
students are guided formally towards a personalised curriculum that meets their individual needs and
aspirations. There are clear and diverse pathways from Key Stage 3 through to The Sixth Form.
Students are grouped in a variety of ways according to the needs of the subject although in the majority of
instances teaching groups are mixed ability in character.
As a British school in Italy all students study Italian to the end of Key Stage 3. All students must take at least
one Modern Language at IGCSE level. At Sixth Form all IB Diploma students must study English and a Modern
Language.
Additionally students wishing to do so may study for the Italian National Programme exams (Terza Media
exams at the end of Key Stage 3) by following appropriate after-school courses. These are examined
externally.
As students enter Key Stage 4 the School aims to provide a personalised curriculum for them including
appropriate course provision. Students and parents are engaged in decisions regarding their guided choices.
All students are entitled to examination entry in their chosen subjects provided that they have met the basic
requirements of the course and completed coursework and/or controlled assessments.
The curriculum offered at Key Stages 4 and 5 ensures that there are clear progression routes to enable and
prepare them for higher education and/or the world of work.
Support for students with Special Educational Needs, and those for whom English is an additional language
(EAL), is provided both in class and through withdrawal.
All students are provided with opportunities to extend their skills and talents.
Formal assessments of learning are conducted according to the School’s Assessment and Reporting schedules
and targets are shared with students and their parents regularly. Assessments of students’ learning – both
formative and summative - are also made more informally and frequently.
Roles and responsibilities
The Roles of the Senior School Head of Faculty and Head of Department and Deputy Head
Academic
The Deputy Head (Academic) is responsible for the overall organisation of the Senior School curriculum.
S/he chairs meetings of the Heads of Faculty, and Heads of Department where appropriate, and directs the
monitoring of planning and assessment.
The role of the SS Head of Faculty (HOF) and Head of Department (HOD) are crucial in developing the
ethos of achievement within the curriculum area, in harmony with the aims and ethos of the whole school.
S/he is key to the success and development of the School, and to the raising of student achievement. The
HOF/HOD must ensure that targets for improvement in the curriculum area are set and met through positive
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approaches to curriculum development, the planning and preparation of schemes of work, the monitoring of
teaching and learning across the curriculum area, and the support and development of staff.
The role of the HOF/HOD is to:
 promote the development of the curriculum area
 ensure that learning is the core purpose of the curriculum area
 foster high achievement and excellence within the curriculum area ensuring that students are
encouraged and supported to aspire beyond their personal best
 support the professional and personal development of staff through monitoring and appraisal
 provide efficient resource management for the subject
S/he has appropriate non-contact time to help him/her carry out the necessary duties involved with the role.
Monitoring and Review
The implementation of this policy is monitored through whole school, departmental and pastoral self-review.
The Senior School SLT is responsible for the day-to-day organisation of the SS and its curriculum. The Senior
School HOF/HODs are responsible for monitoring the way the School curriculum is implemented from
academic (subject) and pastoral perspectives.
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Curriculum Diagrams for the Primary School
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Curriculum Diagrams for the Senior School
2017-18

The duration of a lesson in the Senior School is 35 or 40 minutes.
The daily number of lessons in the Senior School is 8 – a total of 40 per week.
In addition there are 5 Tutor Time periods per week.
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The duration of a lesson in the Senior School is 35 or 40 minutes.
The daily number of lessons in the Senior School is 8 – a total of 40 per week.
In addition there are 5 Tutor Time periods per week.
The subjects offered in each option block change year on year depending on student choices. More
information can be found in the KS4 Curriculum Booklet available on the website
Years 12 and 13
CORE
Theory of Knowledge
CORE (CAS, EE and TOK) with UCAS
Extended Essay
PSHE/tutorial
Academic mentoring

Number of Periods
2
2
Up to 5 hours in a year
1
1 every 5 weeks

Options: IB Subjects
Block 1: English Literature, English Language
and Literature
Block 2: Italian Literature, Italian Language
and Literature, French B, Italian B, Spanish B, German
B offered
Spanish ab initio, Italian ab initio
Block 3: Business Management, Geography, History
Philosophy, Economics
Block 4 : Biology, Chemistry, Environmental Systems
and Societies, Physics,
Block 5: Mathematics HL, Mathematics SL,
Mathematical Studies
Block 6: Music, Theatre, Visual Arts, Chemistry,
elective subjects from groups 2 and 3 where available

Number of Periods
4 for Standard Level/6 for Higher Level
4 for Standard Level/4 for ab initio
/6 for Higher Level
4 for Standard Level/6 for Higher Level
4 for Standard Level/6 for Higher Level
4 for Standard Level/6 for Higher Level
4 for Standard Level/6 for Higher Level

The duration of a lesson in the Senior School is 35 or 40 minutes.
The daily number of lessons in the Senior School is 8 – a total of 40 per week.
In addition there are 5 Tutor Time periods per week.
The Curriculum Policy should be read in conjunction with its related policies:
Academic
Teaching and Learning
Languages
English as an Additional Language
Special Educational Needs
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