
PRE-ASSESSMENT OPTIONS
FOR ENTRY IN 2020 AND BEYOND

OPTION A OPTION B OPTION C OPTION D

STAGE 1: 
ISEB COMMON 

PRE-TEST TAKEN AT 
CURRENT SCHOOL

Autumn*
YEAR 6

STAGE 1: 
ISEB COMMON 

PRE-TEST TAKEN AT 
CURRENT SCHOOL

Summer*
YEAR 6

STAGE 1: 
ISEB COMMON 

PRE-TEST TAKEN AT 
CURRENT SCHOOL

Autumn*
YEAR 7

STAGE 1: 
ISEB COMMON 

PRE-TEST TAKEN AT 
CURRENT SCHOOL

Spring*
YEAR 7

STAGE 2: 
HEADMASTER’S LIST 
DAY AT CANFORD

January / February
YEAR 6

STAGE 2: 
HEADMASTER’S LIST 
DAY AT CANFORD

October
YEAR 7

STAGE 2: 
HEADMASTER’S LIST 
DAY AT CANFORD

January / February
YEAR 7

STAGE 2: 
HEADMASTER’S LIST 
DAY AT CANFORD

May
YEAR 7

OUTCOME: 

Before Easter
YEAR 6

OUTCOME:  

November
YEAR 7

OUTCOME:

March
YEAR 7

OUTCOME: 

May
YEAR 7

Registered applicants for places in Year 9 are pre-assessed. Pre-assessment is a 2 stage process and there 
are four possible pre-assessment timeline options to increase flexibility for families. 

We recommend taking the earliest option unless there are par ticular reasons not to do so.

STAGE 1: Prep Schools will arrange for children to sit the ISEB Common Pre-Test at their school. For those 
not at a prep school arrangements will be made for them to sit the test at Canford.

STAGE 2: Those meeting the required standard in Stage 1 will be invited to attend a Stage 2 Headmasters’ List 
Day at Canford.  This consists of a mixture of activities, tests, and informal inter views.

OUTCOMES: There are three possible outcomes -
an unconditional place for a few of the very strongest applicants
a conditional place subject to passing Common Entrance or the Canford Entrance Test in Year 8 
a waiting list place with the chance of a conditional place emerging as time goes on

* For the current year’s closing dates, please see www.canford.com/Entry-to-Canford.



PRE-ASSESSMENT
Frequently Asked Questions

Why do you pre-assess?
:H�ZDQW�SXSLOV�WR�MRLQ�&DQIRUG�ZKR�DUH�WKH�EHVW�ÀW��VR�WKDW�
their senior school years offer the most positive experience 
possible.  We are not just looking for academic aptitude.  Wider 
DELOLW\��FKDUDFWHU��DWWLWXGH�DQG�WKH�SRWHQWLDO�WR�FRQWULEXWH�DQG�
thrive here are also valued highly. Pre-assessment allows us to 
meet each individual pupil and the chance to see them working 
ZLWKLQ�D�JURXS���(TXDOO\�LI�&DQIRUG�LV�QRW�WKH�SODFH�IRU�WKHP��WKH�
SUH�DVVHVVPHQW�SURFHVV�ZLOO�ÁDJ�WKLV��JLYLQJ�IDPLOLHV�WLPH�WR�ORRN�
for alternatives. Our schedule is in line with that of an increasing 
number of schools where Year 6 is rapidly becoming the normal 
pre-assessment time.

Is it better to register as early as possible?
We recommend registration as early as possible and certainly 
LI�RQH�KDV�D�SDUWLFXODU�KRXVH�SUHIHUHQFH��DV�KRXVH�SODFHV�DUH�
offered in date order.

Can I choose whichever Option I like?  (See overleaf)
Yes.  This is a decision for parents.  It is recommended that you 
also consult with the Head at your child’s current school to 
choose the most appropriate option of the four.  While places 
ZLOO�ÀOO�XS�DV�WLPH�JRHV�RQ��ZH�ZLOO�NHHS�VRPH�SODFHV�DVLGH�IRU�
ODWH�GHYHORSHUV�DQG�IRU�VWURQJ�ODWH�DSSOLFDQWV��EXW�LQ�JHQHUDO�
WKRVH�HQWHULQJ�2SWLRQ�'�DUH�OLNHO\�WR�ÀQG�RQO\�:DLWLQJ�/LVW�
places are available.

Do you ask for a reference from the current school?
Yes.  References add an important dimension to our 
understanding of individual pupils.

What is the difference between unconditional and conditional 
places?
A few very strong candidates will be offered unconditional 
places.  They will be expected to sit tests in the Easter or 
Summer Term of  Year 8 for setting purposes only.  Others will 
be offered conditional places subject to also passing an entrance 
WHVW�LQ�<HDU����&RPPRQ�(QWUDQFH��&DQIRUG�(QWUDQFH�7HVWV�RU�

WKH�$FDGHPLF�6FKRODUVKLS����,Q�UHFHQW�\HDUV��DERXW�����RI�WKRVH�
attending pre-assessment have subsequently been offered places.  
7KH�RIIHU�RI�D�FRQGLWLRQDO�SODFH�LQGLFDWHV�RXU�FRQÀGHQFH�LQ�WKH�
candidate’s potential to pass the entrance test.

What happens if my child is put on the Waiting List?
Those not offered a place immediately after their Headmaster’s 
/LVW�GD\�ZLOO�MRLQ�WKH�:DLWLQJ�/LVW���3XSLOV�ZLOO�EH�UHFRQVLGHUHG�DV�
SODFHV�EHFRPH�DYDLODEOH�DQG�PDQ\�GR�ÀQG�SODFHV�HPHUJH�LQ�GXH�
course.

Does the fact I already have a child in the school make a 
difference?
Younger siblings of current pupils who attend either Option A 
RU�%�ZLOO�QRW�EH�LQ�FRPSHWLWLRQ�ZLWK�RWKHU�DSSOLFDQWV�IRU�SODFHV��
provided they reach an acceptable standard in the 
pre-assessment.

What happens if I miss all four Option deadlines?
It is still worth getting in touch as late places do often come up 
and our door is seldom completely closed.  

Can I enter for a scholarship without sitting any Pre-Tests?
6FKRODUVKLSV�DUH�RSHQ�WR�DOO��UHJDUGOHVV�RI�ZKHWKHU�RQH�DOUHDG\�
has a place in the school or not.  We reserve a number of places 
for those who win scholarships without having sat any previous 
tests.  Those unsuccessful at scholarship will be able to join our 
:DLWLQJ�/LVW��EXW�WKHUH�FDQ�EH�QR�JXDUDQWHH�WKDW�D�SODFH�ZLOO�
become available for them.

What happens next?
We will contact you in advance to invite your child to enter the 
ÀUVW�DYDLODEOH�SUH�DVVHVVPHQW�RSWLRQ�

If you have any other questions, please do not hesitate to get 
LQ�WRXFK�ZLWK�RXU�$GPLVVLRQV�RIÀFH��HLWKHU�E\�HPDLO�
admissions@canford.com or telephone 01202 847207.

Stage 1: The ISEB Common Pre-Test 
Format
It is an online test used by many senior schools for pupils in 
<HDUV���DQG����FRQVLVWLQJ�RI�PXOWLSOH�FKRLFH�TXHVWLRQV�LQ�YHUEDO�
UHDVRQLQJ��QRQ�YHUEDO�UHDVRQLQJ��(QJOLVK�DQG�0DWKHPDWLFV�

Location
,W�LV�WDNHQ�E\�SXSLOV�DW�WKHLU�VFKRRO��RU�DW�&DQIRUG�LI�WKH\�DUH�QRW�
at a prep school.  It is important to remember it can only be 
taken once per academic year in Years 6 and/or 7 but results are 
age-standardised so it is fair for all children.

Entry
2QFH�\RXU�FKLOG�KDV�UHJLVWHUHG�IRU�&DQIRUG��ZH�ZLOO�EH�LQ�WRXFK�
in good time once we have entered your child for the ISEB 
Common Pre-Test.  

Preparation
No preparation is required and practice tests are not made 
available by ISEB. For further details please see 
www.iseb.co.uk/Parents/What-are-the-Common-Pre-Tests

Outcome
)ROORZLQJ�WKH�,6(%�WHVW��ZH�LQYLWH�SXSLOV�WR�RQH�RI�RXU�
+HDGPDVWHU·V�/LVW�GD\V���,I�DQ\�FKLOGUHQ�ÀQG�PDMRU�GLIÀFXOWLHV�ZLWK�
the ISEB test we will explain to parents that we feel we would 
QRW�EH�WKH�ULJKW�VFKRRO�IRU�WKHP��DV�ZH�GR�ZDQW�WR�HQVXUH�WKDW�
those invited would be able to cope here academically.

Stage 2: The Headmaster’s List Day
Those who perform satisfactorily in the ISEB Common Pre-Test 
DUH�LQYLWHG�WR�&DQIRUG�IRU�D�+HDGPDVWHU·V�/LVW�'D\���7KLV�GD\�ZLOO�
EH�D�PL[�RI�DFWLYLWLHV��WHVWV�DQG�LQIRUPDO�LQWHUYLHZV���:KLOH�VRPH�
DSSUHKHQVLRQ�LV�RQO\�WR�EH�H[SHFWHG��ZH�DLP�WR�PDNH�WKH�GD\�
a positive experience and it is unusual for children not to enjoy 
themselves.   
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