Ninth-Grade English: The Canterbury Tales Pilgrimage Project

Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales presents a uniquely diverse group of pilgrims on their journey to Canterbury in 1380. This project brings
together the newest members of the Upper School to work collaboratively in designing a 10-minute, modern-day pilgrimage through the
school. In the process, students connect to the text, each other, and the landscape of the Upper School.
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“The first thing our group did was agree that our pilgrims would be
journeying to the coffee machine near the Café. Next, we came up with
four characters that would be making the pilgrimage: a college student, a
little girl, a mother, and a teacher.

Essential Questions:

“My character was the college student, who everyone expects is drinking
coffee because she is sleep deprived and stressed, but truly she just thinks
it is delicious.” — Gaelen C.

a “Stanford English professor Jonathan Quick, who A
specializes in Medieval Studies, visited our class to
talk about what was happening in England at the
time. Our time with Jonathan helped us contextualize
the targets of the satire present in the novel.
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pilgrimage.

students discovered that there is a Canterbury Street
near the Upper School.

W hile reading The Canterbury Tales in class, a handful of

After sharing this discovery with their teachers, the class
decided to take their learning off campus, designing a
pilgrimage inspired by the novel.

Now, in the Upper School’s fifth year, the project has evolved
into a tradition that leads the freshman class in an immersive
and experiential interaction with the text.
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criteria: Understanding Literature, Connecting Texts and

ago is still so easy to relate to. Many Of the problems Contexts, Class Discussion, Responsibility, and Collaboration.
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