
Summer Assignment 
AP English Language and Composition 
 
 
Welcome to AP English Language and Composition. The purposes of this summer reading assignment are 
twofold:  first, that we are all ready to thoughtfully explore a common text on the first day of school, and 
second, to give your instructors an idea of how you read, think, and write.  
 
We would like you to read Jon Krakauer’s Into the Wild (ISBN 0385486804), an investigative account of the 
life and death of Christopher McCandless, a young man whose body was discovered in an abandoned bus in the 
Alaskan wilderness in 1992. The book is interesting and challenging because it goes beyond an exploration of 
this one individual’s life and death to explore big questions about how to craft a life worth living, about the 
rights and responsibilities of being American, about risk, identity, and the natural world. 
 
All assignments and your book should be with you on the first day of class.  
 
Assignment 1 – Annotation of Book 
 
Since the book is widely available in libraries and bookstores, we recommend that you buy your own, either 
new or secondhand, so that you can read it actively, using annotation techniques you learned last year (i.e., 
Notice and Focus + Ranking, The Method, underlining, commenting and questioning). Electronic versions of 
the text are fine but may make underlining, annotation, and documentation a bit more difficult. 
 
Assignment 2 – Krakauer Question Letter 
 
After having read the book, write a 1.5-2 page, double-spaced letter to Jon Krakauer in which you address the 
motivations, fears, themes, and burning questions about humanity, society, and the wilderness that the text 
explores or the way in which he crafts his work.  In this letter, every sentence must be a question you mean 
to ask Jon Krakauer; none of the questions should be directed to Christopher McCandless or anyone 
other than Krakauer.  You may not write a list of questions; you must write full paragraphs in which 
every sentence is a question.  
 
Assignment 3 – McCandless Question Letter 
 
After having read the book, write a 1.5-2 page, double-spaced letter to Christopher McCandless in which you 
address the motivations, fears, and burning questions about humanity, society, and the individual that he 
explores in his lifetime. In this letter, every sentence must be a question you mean to ask Christopher 
McCandless; none of the questions should be directed to Jon Krakauer or anyone other than 
McCandless.  You may not write a list of questions; you must write full paragraphs in which every 
sentence is a question. 
 
Remember as you write these letters that one question will naturally lead to another, and these queries may in 
fact become speculations or hypotheses. We think you’ll discover that, as questions start flowing, interpretation 
is inevitably embedded in what you are writing. Asking questions is an insightful way to begin discovering 
answers. 
 
A Word about the Format of Questions for These Letters: All parts of the sentences you write must be 
questions, not a mixture of statements followed by questions within compound or compound-complex 
sentences.  For example, the sentence “You often support Chris McCandless’s motives in this work, but why?” 
is not acceptable.  The first half of this sentence, “You often support Chris McCandless’s motives in this work,” 
is a statement not a question.  To remedy this error, you could simply ask the following question:  “Why do you 
often support Chris McCandless’s motives in this work?”   



 
**Please bring your book and these three assignments—Annotations, Question Letter to Krakauer, and 
Question Letter to McCandless—to the first day of class.** 
 
Have fun with it – it’s an interpretive adventure. Go where your questions lead you and see what you discover. 
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