


Arrival Day
• Checked In
• Bags filled with school supplies.
• Books for the kids
• BBQ dinner
• Camp sign up
• A little time to play







Kid’s Camp Schedules





From Anger to Action: Using 
Restorative Principles to Increase 
Parent Engagement

Parents as Tutors to 
Improve Reading

The Parent Leadership Team: 
How to Invite Everyone to 
the Table

S’more Creative Ways for 
Reading and Math at Home

Dad’s Rap

How to Reduce and 
Manage Stress

Wake Up Call for 
Parents

Various Workshops We Attended

Public Policy Advocacy in 
Harrisburg and Your School 
District



“No one ever made their own light shine 
any brighter by dimming someone else’s.” 



Put downs: A verbal or nonverbal response or 
action which creates a negative feeling(s) that can 
truly hurt someone’s heart. 







Parent Leadership

• Leadership – The act of leading an organization or a group of people.
• Parent Leadership – The act of leading a family or a group of people.
Happens…
• At Home
• At School
• In the Community
• Wherever and whatever influences kids











Fostering Future Authors
By: Elizabeth Redhead Kriston, MS/CCC-SLP

Familiarize with All the World has to Offer
• • Be adventurous and go to new places
• • Be creative and find inexpensive and free 

programs or places
• – National parks are free for 4th graders
• – Junior Ranger Program at some national and 

state parks 
https://www.nps.gov/kids/jrrangers.cfm

• – Libraries, local and state parks, 
neighborhood walks, ball games, museums, 
street fairs, car cruises, walks to big cities and 
drives through farm land can all be free

• • Involve Your child in daily activities
• – Trips to the grocery store of farmers market
• – Cooking dinner or planting a garden

Now They are Ready to Write
• • You’ve laid the foundation now get them 

writing and sharing what they write.
• • Set up a blog and invite trusted friends and 

family to read it.
• • Have weekly or monthly story sharing 

evenings
• • Offer gentle critiques to help your young 

author evolve as a writer
• • Visit the websites of their favorite authors
• • Enter writing competitions or create your 

own
• • Binding services can be sought to make 

stories into books



Update on Educational Policy Issues

Inequity for Students Across PA

• Great Inequity for Students Among 500 Districts

• In 2013-14, current spending per pupil in 
Pennsylvania school districts ranged from $9,515 
(Juniata County SD) to $23,535 (Lower Merion)

• This means, in an average classroom of 25 
students, a gap of $350,500 per classroom per 
year.

• Inequitable and Inadequate Resources in a 
Standards-Based Environment with Equal 
Expectations for All Students

State Support for Higher Education – 2016-2017

• Per $1000 of Personal Income:

• National - $ 5.40

• Pennsylvania - $2.61 – Ranked 48th (Behind IL, NH) (DE 
$5.11; MD $5.66; NJ $3.77; NY $4.83; OH $4.44; WV 
$7.12)

• Per Capita:

• National - $259.18

• Pennsylvania - $132.44 – Ranked 47th (Behind only NH, 
AZ, IL) (DE $246; MD $362; NJ $232; NY $291; OH $198; 
WV $264)

• Source: Grapevine Report – Illinois State University –
January 2017



Keynote Speaker
Beth Olanoff, Special Assistant to the Secretary, PA Department of 

Education

ESSA – PA’s Progress in Planning & Implementation

Education in PA 

• 1.75 million K-12 Students in 500 School Districts 

• 13 Community Colleges, 14 State System Universities and 4 State Related 
Universities

• Funding from Federal, State and Local Revenues

• Changes currently being made to the state assessments 

• Changes will include Chronic Absenteeism indicators and Career Readiness 
Benchmarks

• Future Ready PA Index will be displayed in a dashboard view



Bias in School Funding

• There is a significant racial disparity created in the funding of 
Pennsylvania’s 500 districts. On average, least white districts receive 
$1,900 less their fair share while predominantly white districts 
receive $1,900 more. (powerinterfaith.org)

• Philadelphia SD:
• 42% from local revenue
• 49% from state funds
• 8% from federal funds 

• Central Bucks SD: (Similar to Parkland’s Budget)
• 78% from local revenue
• 17% from state funds
• 1% from federal funds



Paul Jones

PIE Consultant

State Parent Advisory Council

Over 13 years on the SPAC

Father, husband, mentor



Trust me. They had so much fun, they still talk 
about going back for more adventures.



Thank you to the Parkland 
School District and the Title 1 

Parent Advisory Council, along 
with the Reading Specialists and 
Assistants that allowed us this 

wonderful opportunity to attend 
this year’s SPAC Conference. It 

was an excellent learning 
opportunity that I wish I could 

repeat every year. 
Your dedication to the students 

shows in their achievements 
every day.

Thank you. 



Conference Handouts & References

http://www.spac.k12.pa.us/conferences.htm

http://www.spac.k12.pa.us/conferences.htm
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