





SHAWNEE MISSION MIDDLE SCHOOLS

Hocker Grove Middle School 10400 Johnson Dr.
Shawnee Mission, KS 66203

Indian Hills Middle School 6400 Mission Rd.
Shawnee Mission, KS 66208

Indian Woods Middle School 9700 Woodson
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Trailridge Middle School 7500 Quivira Rd.
Shawnee Mission, KS 66216

Westridge Middle School 9300 Nieman Rd.
Shawnee Mission, KS 66214
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INTRODUCTION

This Middle School Program of Studies is designed to give students
and their parents information that will help them make appropriate
selections from the wide variety of course offerings in the Shawnee
Mission School District. Each course is described and specific
prerequisites are listed so that students will know which course
selections are most appropriate to take.

In addition to describing the courses offered in middle school, this
guide provides information about high school graduation
requirements, grades, credit, eligibility requirements, and
recommended college preparatory programs as students plan for
high school. During their eighth-grade year, extensive assistance
will be provided to help students make educational decisions for
grades nine through twelve. Itis important that educational decisions
be made carefully with personal objectives and future goals in mind.
Teachers and counselors are available to help in this process.

SHAWNEE MISSION MIDDLE SCHOOL PHILOSOPHY

Students in the seventh and eighth grades (12, 13, and 14 years old)
are experiencing a critical period of development. They require
unique educational and social experiences. During this period of
sensitivity, they are confronted with increasing their knowledge of
the world around them and learning to work with others while trying
to become independent. The middle school program is designed to
meet the individual needs of young adolescents.

It is essential for each student to better understand himself/herself.
Students must learn to accept individual differences and to respect
each other. The Shawnee Mission middle school program offers
positive learning experiences and effective guidance for the
academic, social, emotional, and physical development of each
student. Student-centered programs and activities provide a bridge
from elementary school to high school.

The Shawnee Mission middle school program provides a wide-
range of core academic courses and electives. The core classes in
language arts, mathematics, science, and social studies are aligned
to state and national standards and provide the foundation for
student success at the high school level. Advanced courses and
high school credit options are available, as well as courses for
students needing additional academic support. The variety of
elective options allows students to explore various subjects so they
can determine areas of interest for future study. Teachers,
counselors, and administrators strive to balance academic goals
with adolescent needs. Students are scheduled with different
teachers and in different rooms for each subject.

Collectively, we share the responsibility of making sure students
receive the best possible education. The goal is to provide all
students with a good foundation in the academic core, an interest
in other subjects, and a positive attitude toward learning.

SHAWNEE MISSION MIDDLE SCHOOL COMPONENTS

» Strong academic core program
* English Language Arts
« Math
» Science
» Social Studies

» Broad-based selection of elective courses
*  Co-educational courses for all students
. Elective courses offered at both 7th and
8th grades

» Physical education
*  Semester program




MIDDLE SCHOOL CURRICULUM PLAN

The curriculum of the Shawnee Mission middle schools has been
carefully designed to meet the unique needs of the middle level
student. In addition to the language arts, mathematics, science and
social studies courses, programs are offered in the special areas of
world languages, family and consumer sciences, industrial
technology, and business. Art, music, humanities, and physical
education courses are also included in the curriculum.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

English Language Arts: Shawnee Mission schools have an
integrated, sequential language arts curriculum aligned to the
Kansas College and Career Readiness Standards. This curriculum
identifies program outcomes in reading comprehension, literary
analysis, vocabulary development, written and oral expression,
language skills, and independent learning. The English Language
Arts scope and sequence will prepare students for continuous
progress to the next grade level. Advanced courses are available for
students who have demonstrated the ability and the desire to
undertake more challenging work.

Reading Workshop: There is an intensive program in reading
instruction for students whose reading skills are one year or more

below grade level. The program emphasizes development of
vocabulary, word-attack skills, comprehension, and fluency.

Creative Writing: This course is an introductory elective course
for students who enjoy writing and publishing their work. Students

explore different types of writing and contribute to school
publications.

Performance: These courses are introductory elective courses
for middle school students who are interested in theatre and other

types of entertainment. Performance is an activity-oriented class.

Journalism: This course provides hands-on experience in writing,
designing, and editing student news media outlets to develop the
technical skills related to journalistic writing and interviewing.

MATHEMATICS

The emphasis in middle school mathematics is on application and
problem solving. Skills are developed in the context of when and
where those skills will be used. Technology, in the form of scientific
calculators and computers, is used to enhance the teaching and
learning of mathematics. As students move into the ninth grade,
options are available that allow each student to pursue
mathematics at the appropriate developmental level. Students who
enroll in algebra or geometry in middle school may be able to
accelerate their high school mathematics program, including
additional advanced courses.

Math Workshop: There is an intensive program in math
instruction for students whose math skills are one year or more

below grade level. The program emphasizes development of
mathematical skills and concepts to improve student understanding
of math principles.

SCIENCE

Science is a process of inquiry and discovery. Students will gain
skills in observation, experimentation, and interpretation of the
world around them. Students learn key scientific concepts, apply
science knowledge to real-world problems, and use technology for
research and investigation. Advanced science courses are
available for students who have demonstrated the ability, desire,
and interest to undertake more challenging work.

SOCIAL STUDIES

Through the process of inquiry and investigation, students in
middle school continue the study of our state and nation’s
history. Key concepts in government and geography are
integrated throughout the study of history. Seventh grade
students complete comprehensive units of study in geography
and the U.S. Constitution and U.S. government. The focus of
study for eighth grade is U.S. history. An advanced course is
available for eighth graders who have demonstrated the ability
and desire to undertake more challenging work.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

The middle school physical education curriculum allows for the
wide differences in physical maturity, intellectual development,
and emotional growth. The emphasis shifts from team sports
to individual sports with opportunities to improve personal skills
and develop lifetime fitness habits. The health curriculum will
be integrated into this course. The health curriculum includes
nutrition, abstinence-based instruction for disease prevention,
and personal relationships.

Middle school physical education also provides an opportunity
for students to learn about personal fitness. Student engage in
activities that support lifetime health.

FINE ARTS

Art: The middle school art curriculum is a transition between the
fundamental exposure to art received at the elementary level

and the specialized, media-based courses in high school.
Meaningful and authentic instruction directs students to focus on
higher-level thinking, problem solving, and symbolic
understanding. Students explore art production, art history, art
criticism, and aesthetics.

Music: The middle school music curriculum (band, chorus,
vocal music, and orchestra) continues to build upon basic music

skills and instruction with an emphasis on performance. The
development of singing skills and instrumental playing
techniques is essential for successful high school participation.
Smooth transition from middle school to high school is achieved
through festivals, concerts, and district-wide activities.

Humanities: Students will explore the connections between
the arts, literature, and history.




WORLD LANGUAGES

Introduction to World Languages: This courseis a semester
course that allows students to learn an overview of world languages.
Topics may include writing systems, phonology, gestures, and
geography. In addition, since language is an integral part of culture,
students will learn about customs, compare and contrast different
ways of life, and gain an understanding of learning a language.

Spanish and French: Students may choose to begin their formal
study of world languages at grade seven or eight by enrolling in the
year-long courses of Spanish or French. Levels 1 and 2 are offered
at the middle school for students. Advanced study of these world
languages continues at the high school level including the
opportunities to earn honors credit, college credit, and advanced
placement (AP) by examination.

Spanish for Native Speakers: Students whose firstlanguage is
Spanish may enroll in a full year of Spanish for Native Speakers
levels 1 or 2 to improve their competency in reading, writing,
listening and speaking. Students explore Hispanic literature and
culture from around the world. This course may not be offered at all
middle schools.

8" grade students who complete a year-long course of
language at the middle school will earn one unit of high
school credit. The semester grades will be posted to the
student’s transcript at the beginning of the 9th grade year.

LIBRARY

Middle school students have the use of a
professionally- developed collection of materials that
support  district curriculum and encourage recreational
reading. Additionally, students may also access the
district’s collection of items through interlibrary loan. Online
databases of periodicals are available for student use both in
school and at home from the district web page.

CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION

Business: Students will use the computer to learn
word processing, presentation, spreadsheet, database,
web design, and Internet concepts while applying

them to personal, school, and business use. Students will
also have an opportunity to further develop keyboarding
skills. Middle school students will learn financial
literacy skills and participate in career exploration
activities in preparation for specialized high school courses.

Family and Consumer Sciences: Students will
explore the areas of foods and nutrition, clothing, interior

design, consumerism, child care, and career and life
connections through individual and group projects. Skills
that students learn are life-long skills that can be applied to
their everyday environment. Students will explore
relevant careers and prepare for specialized high school
classes.

Industrial Technology-STEM: Students canexperience
two unique strands of coursework in the middle school

industrial technology program. In the Project Lead the Way

Gateway to Technology courses (GTT-Design and
Modeling and GTT-Automation and Robotics), the
focus is on collaborative teamwork and problem-solving

skills with an emphasis on learning about and using
technology to understand how it affects our world. Projects
in these courses include designing playgrounds, toys, and
robots. In the Projects in Industrial Technology course,
students learn about safety and use of tools and machines,
measurement, and project design while applying creative
and critical thinking skills to construct wood projects.

Digital Media: Student will be introduced to the basics
of digital media tools. The course will introduce the

workspace, layers, digital image creation, scanning images,
importing images, creating web-safe images, and saving in
various image file formats.






MIDDLE SCHOOL PLANNING WORKSHEET

All students must take four and a half required courses. Two Students needing additional support in mathematics and/or
and a half periods are reserved for student selection of reading may be scheduled for a supplemental course in
elective courses. Three scheduling options are available. addition to the core course. Students may choose any one

of these three options.

Option A: 4.5 semester electives and 0 year-long electives
Option B: 2.5 semester electives and 1 year-long elective
Option C: .5 semester elective and 2 year-long electives

These options are shown below: The elective periods are shaded and in bold.

Period Course Selection

1 Required: English Language Arts
Required: Mathematics
Required: Science
Required: Social Studies
Required: Physical Education Semester Elective
Semester Elective Semester Elective
Semester Elective Semester Elective

Option A

Required: English Language Arts
Required: Mathematics
Required: Science
Required: Social Studies
Required: Physical Education Semester Elective
Semester Elective Semester Elective
Year-Long Elective

Option B

Required: English Language Arts
Required: Mathematics
Required: Science
Required: Social Studies
Required: Physical Education | Semester Elective
Year-Long Elective
Year-Long Elective

Option C

NOORWON=2NO|O|RWIN=2 N OO WIN

A worksheet is provided on the next page to facilitate schedule planning.







INDIVIDUAL PLANS OF STUDY

All students in Kansas in grades 8-12 will develop an Individual Plan of Study (IPS). The IPS is not only a product, but also a
process employed by the school to help students think about possible college and career options and opportunities. The
purpose is to assist students as they explore areas of interest and how those areas intersect with possible career choices.

It is not the intent of Shawnee Mission School District to force students into career pathways, but rather to explore their
interests in order to begin thinking longer-term about what they want to pursue after graduation and how they can position
themselves to take advantage of relevant opportunities. It is also the district’s goal to foster communication between students
and their parents about the students’ interests and aptitudes.

The following are minimum components of a student’s Individual Plan of Study:
1. A graduated series of strength finders & career interest inventories
2. 8th — 12th Course builder function with course selections based on career interests
3. A general post-secondary plan (workforce, military, certification program, 2-yr. college, 4-yr. college)
4. Portable electronic portfolio

If you would like to know more about the IPS process, please contact your building administrator or the Curriculum and
Instruction team at 913-993-8653.



COURSE COSTS

FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCES

6316 Intro to Family and Consumer Sciences  Course cost is $10.00.

6317 Exploring Foods and Nutrition Course cost is $15.00.

6318 Exploring Sewing Technology Course cost is determined by projects chosen by student.
FINE ARTS

*Students enrolled in year-long performance groups (music) may be charged a one-time fee, not to exceed $15.00, for purchase of
performance apparel.

*Students may be required to purchase a methods book for music courses.

*Students may be charged rental fees for district-owned instruments in the following courses: Beginning Band, Band 1, Band 2, Beginning
Orchestra, Orchestra 1, and Orchestra 2.

7512 Art Exploration Course Cost is $10.00.

7513 Art Two-Dimensional Course Cost is $10.00.

7514 Art Three-Dimensional Course Cost is $10.00.

7203 Humanities Course cost is $5.00.
INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY

6659 Gateway to Technology: Automation Course Cost is $10.00.

and Robotics

6660 Gateway to Technology: Design and Course Costis $10.00.
Modeling
6657 Projects in Industrial Technology Course cost is $15.00. Extra projects may be completed at

an additional cost.

























































ADDITIONAL

INFORMATION

HEALTH INFORMATION

The Shawnee Mission School District complies with Kansas health
law which is as follows:

A student entering a Kansas school for the first time must present
a printed copy of their immunizations from a doctor’s office, health
department, or school previously attended. The document must
show that the student has received all immunizations required by
Kansas law appropriate for the student’s age. Per Kansas law, the
student must have received a minimum of one inoculation of each
required immunization in order to attend school. If this minimum
school entry requirement is met, and the student’s immunization
record is incomplete, a student is allowed to attend school as long
as he/she is receiving the required immunizations on the
prescribed time schedule. If the student does not comply, the
student would be excluded from school each time he/she failed to
receive the follow-up immunizations as scheduled by the physician
or health department. Transfer students must show immunization
records or a statement from the school previously attended which
shows compliance with state requirements. Under regulations
prescribed by law, families may use alternative procedures to
meet immunization requirements. Information about alternative
procedures can be obtained from the school nurse.

The parent or guardian must complete the Health History and
Permit form for a student entering a Shawnee Mission school for
the first time. Updated health assessment forms must be provided
at 4th, 7th, and 9th grades.

Here is some additional information about the district health
guidelines:

1. By law, students who fail to complete the appropriate
requirements may be excluded from attending school.

2. Students who become ill at school should report to the school
nurse and upon staff notification of parents, if leaving school,
sign out in the office.

3. By district policy, all medications must be dispensed from the
nurse’s office during the school day. Medication must be in
the original, properly labeled container. School nurses, by
law, cannot accept or distribute medications from any other
type of container, such as a plastic bag. = The medication
must be accompanied by a note from the parent/guardian
giving instructions about dosage, reason for administering,
time to be given, how long the medication should be
administered at school, and if there are any side effects of
which the nurse should be aware. The permission forms
are available from the school nurse or on the district health
services web page. Students may not carry prescriptions or
non-prescription medications with them at school with the
exception of diabetic, asthma, or anaphylaxis prevention
medications. However, these medications may be carried
only with written permission from parents or guardian and
physician and in collaboration with the school nurse.

POLICY AND PROCEDURES FOR TRANSFER

It is the policy of this school district that a student shall be required
to attend the school designated for the attendance area in which the
student resides. However, under exceptional circumstances, a
student may be permitted to transfer to a school outside of the
student's attendance area.

For more information on the policy regarding intra-district
choice/open enroliment, see your school principal. The policy is also
found on the district’'s website at www.smsd.org (see policy JBC
and/or JBCB).
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