
 

  4th Grade Social Studies Scope and Sequence 

Grading Period  
First Grading Period 

 
Second Grading Period 

 
  Third Grading Period 

 
Fourth Grading Period 

Throughout the 
School Year 

Guaranteed Units of 
Study 

Map Skills, Rivers, 
Borders, Regions of 

Texas 
 

Prehistoric Tribes 

Native Texans, 
European Explorers 

and Missions and 
Presidios 

Settlement, Road to 
Revolution, Republic 

of Texas 

Statehood 
Big Changes Across Time  
Such as: 
Secession-slavery/emanci. 
Industry-cattle, railroad, 
oil, electricity-formation of 
highland lakes, technology,  

Culminating 
Activity Choices  
Texas Timeline 

Texas A-Z 
Interactive Map 

 Enduring 
Understandings for 
Transfer/Big Ideas 
Essential Questions 

What is the role of 
geography in 
determining the story of 
Texas?  
 
How have natural 
resources in Texas 
affected human 
adaptation over time?  
 

What conclusions can 
you draw about why 
and how the American 
Indians lived in the 
Texas Regions?  
 
What motives did 
explorers have in 
exploring Texas? 
 
How did the Spanish 
missions impact settling 
in Texas?  

What common patterns 
are there in exploration 
and settlement?  
 
What issues led Texas 
to revolution?  
 
What were the 
successes and 
challenges faced by the 
Republic of Texas?  
 
 
 

What recurring patterns 
caused the people of Texas 
to want to join the US?  
 
What were the economic 
benefits of being part of 
the country including 
free-enterprise? 
  
What inventions and 
discoveries changed life 
and industry in Texas 
during and after the Civil 
War? 

What makes Texas 
a unique place to 
live? 
 
  

Learning Targets  
 

(I Can) 

I can use cardinal and 
intermediate directions, 
latitude and longitude to 
orient maps and locations. 
 
I can map geographical 
features such as regions, 

I can compare ways of life 
among Indian groups.  
 
I can explain the impact of 
European explorers on 
settlement of Texas.  
 

I can describe the 
accomplishments and impact 
of Empresarios. 
 
I can sequence the events of 
the Texas Revolution and 
explain  how they are 

I can argue for a position and 
use evidence to support my 
point on topics of establishing a 
government, remaining a 
Republic or becoming a state.  
 

 



rivers, borders, and 
environmental resources.  
 
I can compare and contrast 
Paleo and Archaic Texans. 

I can explain why missions 
and presidios were 
established in early Texas.  
  
I can explain the voting and 
election process and identify 
leaders in my state and city. 

connected as causes and 
effects.  
 
I can describe the successes 
and challenges faced by the 
Republic of Texas and 
support my points with 
examples. 
 

I can debate the causes of 
Texas’ secession and the effects 
of the decision.  
 
I can sequence the evolution of 
inventions and discoveries  and 
the economic impact on Texas.  
Local Example -Highland Lakes 
and electricity 
 
I can determine the validity of a 
resource, and  I can support my 
ideas and opinions with 
fact-based research. 

Focus  
Social Studies TEKS 

Readiness and 
Process TEKS 

4.1 (A), 4.6, 4.6(A), 
4.7, 4.7(A), 4.8, 4.8 (C) 
4.9, 4.9(B), 4.21 (B), 
4.22 (B), 4.22 (D) 

4.1, 4.1(D), 4.2, 4.2(B), 
4.8 (C), 4.14, 4.17, 
4.17(C), 4.18, 4.18(A), 
4.22(D) 

4.2(E), 4.3, 4.3(A), 4.3 
(B), 4.3 (C), 4.3 (D) 
4.3(E), 4.15(A), 4.22 
(D) 

4.3 (E), 4.4, 4.4(A), 4.4(B), 
4.5, 4.5(A), 4.5(B), 4.11, 
4.11(B), 4.12, 4.12(A), 
4.20, 4.20(B), 4.21,4.22 
(C), 4.22 (D) 

4.10, 4.19, 
4.19(C), 4.21, 
4.21(A), 4.21(E), 
4.22, 4.22(A), 
4.22(E), 4.23, 
4.23(A), 4.23(B) 

Assessment 
Evidence 

(F) Formative 
Learning  
(S) Summative 
Common Assessment 

(F) Mapping (including 
scaled distance, cardinal 
& intermediate 
directions): Able to 
follow a set of 
directions, draw a path 
and arrive at the correct 
location on the map 
 
(F) Rivers and Borders: 
Identify the rivers on a 
blank map and 
bordering states and 
bodies of water 
 
(S) Regions: Create a 
map of the regions, 

(S) Comparison and 
Contrast of American 
Indian Groups-culture 
and lifestyle as a result 
of environmental 
factors 
Process: Research tribes 
Product: oral report, 
diorama, poster, book 
(oral, written and visual 
components required) 
Outcome: Students 
create a comparison and 
contrast between at least 
two tribes 
 
(F) Explorer Research  

(F) Explain impact and 
economy after 
simulation of being a 
settler in a colony 
sponsored by different 
empresarios 
 
(S) Revolution timeline 
(not necessarily specific 
dates), map of the 
revolution, and flow 
chart of causes and 
effects 
 
(S) Socratic seminar 
based on two 
perspectives (Lamar 

(F)  Establishing a 
Government and Statehood 
vs Republic- Debate or 
Socratic Seminar- oral 
argument with cited 
evidence to support an 
opinion 
 
(F) Famous Texan research 
and oral presentation 
 
(S) Culminating Activity:  
Interactive Timeline, 
Texas A-Z Book, 
Interactive Map 
 

Interactive 
Notebooks 
 
Interactive Map 
 
Interactive 
Timeline 
 
Final Reflective 
Response  



rivers and key 
identifiers 
 
(S) Create a Venn 
Diagram Comparison of 
Paleo and Archaic using 
text evidence 

Process: Choose an 
explorer and research 
impact on settlement  
Product: Visual 
representation - 
(interactive) map, 
explorer, story of 
journey 
Outcome: Peer teaching 
 
(F) Process:  Research 
and diagram the 
Mission and Presidio 
system  
Product:  Debate 
Outcome:  Explanation 
from a particular point 
of view the impact and 
importance of the 
mission (could be in 
discussion, interactive 
notebook, etc. )  

and Houston) for 
solutions to challenges 
faced by the Republic 
of Texas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


