
  

  6th Grade ELA Scope and Sequence 

Grading Period First Grading Period Second Grading Period Third Grading Period Fourth Grading Period Throughout the School 
Year 

Unit  Through Changing Times 
Storytelling Is a Constant 
 
 

The Power Within Us: The 
Power to Change 

Persuasive: The Power of Words 
to Change 
 
 
 

Research: Resilience Book 
Review 
 

Reading 
(1) Reading/Fluency. Students read 
grade-level text with fluency and 
comprehension. Students are 
expected to adjust fluency when 
reading aloud grade-level text 
based on the reading purpose and 
the nature of the text. 
Writing 
(14) Writing/Writing Process. 
Students use elements of the 
writing process (planning, drafting, 
revising, editing, and publishing) to 
compose text. Students are 
expected to: 
(A) plan a first draft by selecting a 
genre appropriate for conveying the 
intended meaning to an audience, 
determining appropriate topics 
through a range of strategies (e.g., 
discussion, background reading, 
personal interests, interviews), and 
developing a thesis or controlling 
idea; 
(B) develop drafts by choosing an 
appropriate organizational strategy 
(e.g., sequence of events, 
cause-effect, compare-contrast) 
and building on ideas to create a 
focused, organized, and coherent 
piece of writing; 
(C) revise drafts to clarify meaning, 
enhance style, include simple and 
compound sentences, and improve 
transitions by adding, deleting, 
combining, and rearranging 
sentences or larger units of text 
after rethinking how well questions 
of purpose, audience, and genre 
have been addressed; 
(D) edit drafts for grammar, 
mechanics, and spelling; and 
(E)  revise final draft in response to 
feedback from peers and teacher 

Enduring 
Understandings 

   Reading 
− Plot structure introduces,  
   develops, and often resolves the  
   conflict. 
− Conflict is the problem or 

struggle that the story is built 
around. 

− Analysis focuses on how 
plot/structure, character, setting, 
and many other techniques are 
used by the author to 
create meaning. 
 
Writing 

− Writing is a process that begins 
with pre-writing, followed by 
drafting, revision, and editing, 
before a piece is ready to 
publish. 

− Revision is improving the quality 
of the writing through careful 
crafting of ideas. 

− Editing is correcting errors of 
grammar and mechanics. 

− Plan and develop a  first draft of 
a memoir and develop a 
controlling idea 

 

 

Reading 
− Characterization is the process 

where authors use dialogue, 
the character’s actions, 
description of the character’s 
appearance, the narrator’s 
commentary, and what other 
characters say  to create 
images of the character for the 
reader 

 

Writing -  

− An author constructs a plot to 
serve a purpose to the reader. 

− Short works of fiction use 
different organizational 
strategies to convey meaning. 

− Figurative language 
contributes to the meaning of 
the text. 

 

 

 

Reading 
-Reading: 
- A variety of appeals (emotional, 
bandwagon, etc.) can be used to 
influence an audience’s view point. 
- Propaganda often involves biased 
or misleading information used to 
promote a particular point of view. 
 
Writing  
- The writer needs to consider the 
audience and the topic to determine 
the most effective persuasive 
approach. 
- Controlling ideas require reasoning 
and supportive evidence for logical 
communication. 
- Transitions within and between 
paragraphs contribute to unity and 
flow of ideas. 
- Sentence variety contributes to 
meaning, voice, and logical 
progression of ideas. 
- Strong introductions and 
conclusions support the writer’s 
message. 
- Careful selection of coordinating 
conjunction in a compound sentence 
(AAAWWUUBBIS) 
 

Reading 
Research: 
- Research questions 
connected to a global issue 
help focus research, although 
they are not always answered. 
-Research often include who, 
what, when, where, how, and 
why questions 
- Research must be collected, 
evaluated, and synthesized. 
-Citing research appropriately 
prevents plagiarizing 
 
Writing  
-Controlling ideas require 
reasoning and supportive 
evidence  
-Transitions within and 
between paragraphs contribute 
to coherence and progression 
of ideas 
-Sentence variety contributes 
to meaning,  
- Strong introductions and 
conclusions support the 
writer’s message. 
 
 
 
 

Learning Targets  
 
 
 

Reading 
Students will be able to: 
● recognize the difference 

between biography, 
autobiography and memoir.  

Reading 
Students will be able to: 
 
recognize characterization and the 
role it plays in a literary work 

Reading 
Students will be able to: 
-recognize a variety of appeals 
(emotional, bandwagon, etc.) can be 

Reading 
Students will be able to: 
▪ evaluate and determine 

relevant data on research 



 
 
 
 
 
Connections 
between Reading 
and Writing 

● identify the literary language 
and devices used in memoirs 
and personal narratives and 
compare their characteristics 
with those of an autobiography 

● summarize the plot elements of 
a story and label them on a plot 
diagram (e.g. rising action, 
turning point, climax, falling 
action, denouement).  

● describe the different forms of 
point-of-view, including first- and 
third-person. 

● identify the literary language 
and devices used in memoirs 
and personal narratives and 
compare their characteristics 
with those of an autobiography 

● compare and contrast the stated 
or implied purposes of different 
authors writing on the same 
topic. 

 
 
 
 
 
Writing 
Students will be able to: 
 
plan a first draft of a memoir and 
develop a controlling idea  
 
demonstrate sentence variety 
 
develop first drafts by using an 
appropriate organizational 
strategy  
 
write a personal narrative that has 
a clearly defined focus and 
communicates the importance of 
or reasons for actions and/or 
consequences. 
 
create multi-paragraph essays to 
convey information about the topic 
that: (i) present effective 
introductions and concluding 
paragraphs; 
 
use a variety of sentence 
structures and transitions to link 
ideas together ideas in writing.  

 
Use context (e.g., cause and effect 
or compare and contrast 
organizational text structures) to 
determine or clarify the meaning of 
unfamiliar or multiple meaning 
words 
 
recognize dialect and 
conversational voice and explain 
how authors use dialect to convey 
character; 
 
recognize character change 
 
identify author’s purpose 
 
analyze the function of stylistic 
elements in traditional/classical 
literature from various cultures. 
 
infer theme/message in a short 
story. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Writing 
Students will be able to: 
● write a short work of fiction using 

an appropriate organizational 
strategy. 

● correctly punctuate quotations 
and use dialogue in writing.  

used to influence an audience’s 
viewpoint. 
- understand propaganda and that it 
often involves biased or misleading 
information used to promote a 
particular point of view. 
-compare and contrast the stated or 
implied purposes of different authors 
writing on the same topic. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Writing 
Students will be able to: 
 
craft a multi-paragraph persuasive 
piece that demonstrates mastery of: 
- clear controlling claim 
- relevant, engaging introduction 
- effective transitions within and 
  between paragraphs 
- appropriate development of ideas 
-introductions and conclusions 
 
 
 
 

topic from multiple print and 
electronic resources. 

▪ accurately document 
sources. 

▪ develop a topic sentence, 
summarize findings, and use 
evidence to support 
conclusions. 

▪ compare and contrast the 
historical and cultural 
settings of two literary works. 

−  
 
 
 
 
Writing 
Students will be able to: 
-brainstorm, consult with 
others, decide upon a topic, 
and formulate open-ended 
questions to address the major 
research topic around a global 
issue 
-extract important and relevant 
information from research 
-synthesize and present 
knowledge garnered 
-accurately cite sources 
-evaluate for credible sources 
in a variety of digital and print 
- write a multi-paragraph 
expository essay with a 
- clear controlling idea 
- relevant, engaging 
introduction 
- effective transitions within 
and between paragraphs 
- effective conclusion 
- incorporates a variety of 
sentence structures 
 
 
 

−  
 

and publish written work for 
appropriate audiences. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

Assessment 
Evidence 

 

Formative 
 
Writer’s Notebook  
Plot Diagram Learning Check 
 
Summative 
 
Writing 
Personal Narrative: Memoir 
  
  
 
 

Formative 
Writer’s Notebook  
 
Summative 
− Multiple Choice and Short Answer 

Response to Fish in a Tree  
 
 
Writing 
Imaginative Story - choose your 
format: Short story, play/script, 
poem, graphic novels, picture book 
Key Elements (setting with sensory 
details, dialogue, plot, 
understanding of theme, figurative 
language) 
 
 
 
 
 

Formative 
Writer’s Notebook  
 
Summative 
− Literary Analysis – (paired 

passages, multiple-choice, and 
short answer (DC) 
 
Writing 

Research Topic:Persuasive Writing -  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Formative 
Writer’s Notebook  
Book Clubs 
 
Other Assignments 

− Research notes on 
information 

− Guiding questions 
− Working bibliography 

 
Summative 
Writing 
- Theme: Resilience Book 
Review Infograph 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Focus Reading 
TEKS 

(R) Readiness 
(S) Supporting 
(P) Process 
(Pieces for 
exhibit) 
 

(3) (A) infer the implicit theme of  
     a work of fiction, distinguishing  
     theme from the topic; 
(4) (A) explain how figurative 
language (e.g., personification, 
metaphors, similes, hyperbole) 
contributes to the meaning of a 
poem 
6) (A) summarize the elements of 
plot development (e.g., rising 
action, turning point, climax, 
falling action, denouement) in 
various works of fiction; 
(6) (C) describe different forms of 
point-of-view, including first- and 
third-person. 
(7) (A) identify the literary 
language and devices used in 
memoirs and personal narratives 
and compare their characteristics 
with those of an autobiography 
 

(2) (B) use context (e.g., cause and 
effect or compare and contrast 
organizational text structures) to 
determine or clarify the meaning of 
unfamiliar or multiple meaning 
words; 
(5) (A) explain the similarities and 
differences in the setting, 
characters, and plot of a play and 
those in a film based upon the same 
story line. 
(6) (B) recognize dialect and 
conversational voice and explain 
how authors use dialect to convey 
character; 
(10) Students analyze, make 
inferences and draw conclusions 
about expository text, and provide 
evidence from text to support their 
understanding. 
(10) (D) Synthesize and make 
logical connections between ideas 

(2) (E) use a dictionary, a glossary, or 
a thesaurus (printed or electronic) to 
determine the meanings, 
syllabication, pronunciations, 
alternate word choices, and parts of 
speech of words. 
 
Students analyze, make inferences 
and draw conclusions about 
expository text, and provide evidence 
from text to support their 
understanding. 
(10) (A) summarize the main ideas 
and supporting details in text, 
demonstrating an understanding that 
a summary does not include 
opinions; 
(10) (B) explain whether facts 
included in an argument are used for 
or against an issue; 
Students analyze, make inferences 
and draw conclusions about 

(10) (C) explain how different 
organizational patterns (e.g., 
proposition-and-support, 
problem-and-solution) develop 
the main idea and the author's 
viewpoint; 
(12) (B) interpret factual, 
quantitative, or technical 
information presented in maps, 
charts, illustrations, graphs, 
timelines, tables, and 
diagrams. 
(13) Students use 
comprehension skills to 
analyze how words, images, 
graphics, and sounds work 
together in various forms to 
impact meaning 
13) (A) explain messages 
conveyed in various forms of 
media; 

(1) (A)adjust fluency when reading 
aloud grade-level text based on the 
reading purpose and the nature of 
the text. 
(2) (A) determine the meaning of 
grade-level academic English 
words derived from Latin, Greek, or 
other linguistic roots and affixes; 
(2) (C) complete analogies that 
describe part to whole or whole to 
part (e.g., ink:pen as page: ____ or 
pen:ink as book: _____) 
(2) (D) explain the meaning of 
foreign words and phrases 
commonly used in written English 
(e.g., RSVP, que sera sera); 
(8) (A) evaluate the impact of 
sensory details, imagery, and 
figurative language in literary text. 
(12) (A) follow multi-tasked 
instructions to complete a task, 



9) (A) compare and contrast the 
stated or implied purposes of 
different authors writing on the 
same topic. 
 
 
 
 

within a text and across two or three 
texts representing similar or 
different genres. 

persuasive text and provide evidence 
from text to support their analysis. 
 
11) (A) compare and contrast the 
structure and viewpoints of two 
different authors writing for the same 
purpose, noting the stated claim and 
supporting evidence; 
(11) (B) identify simply faulty 
reasoning used in persuasive texts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. 

(13) (B) recognize how various 
techniques influence viewers' 
emotions; 
(13) (C) critique persuasive 
techniques (e.g., testimonials, 
bandwagon appeal) used in 
media messages; (move to 4th 
9 weeks) 
(13) (D) analyze various digital 
media venues for levels of 
formality and informality 

solve a problem, or perform 
procedures; 
(F19)( A) establish purposes for 
reading selected texts based upon 
own or others’ desired outcome to 
enhance  comprehension; 
(F19)( B) ask literal, interpretive, 
evaluative, and universal questions 
of text; 
(F19)(C) monitor and adjust 
comprehension (e.g., using 
background knowledge, creating 
sensory images, re-reading a 
portion aloud, generating 
questions);  
(F19) (D) make inferences about 
text and use textual evidence to 
support understanding;  
(F19) (E)  summarize, paraphrase, 
and synthesize texts in ways that 
maintain meaning and logical order 
within a text and across texts;(R)(T) 
(F19) (F) make connections (e.g., 
thematic links, author analysis) 
between and across multiple texts 
of various genres, and provide 
textual evidence 



Focus Writing 
TEKS 

(R) Readiness 
(S) Supporting 
(P) Process 

(Pieces for 
exhibit) 

(T) Tested at 7th 
or 9th grades by 
Texas 
(NT) Not Tested 
at 7th or 9th 
grades by Texas 

 

 
(14A I can plan a first draft of a 
memoir and develop a 
controlling idea 
14B I can develop first drafts 
by using an appropriate 
organizational strategy  
 
(16) (A) write a personal narrative 
that has a clearly defined focus 
and communicates the importance 
of or reasons for actions and/or 
consequences. 
 
(17) (A) create multi-paragraph 
essays to convey information 
about the topic that: (i) present 
effective introductions and 
concluding paragraphs; 
 
17A (iv) I can use a variety of 
sentence structures and 
transitions to link ideas together 
ideas in writing.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
15) (A) write imaginative stories that 
include: 
(iii) dialogue that develops the story; 
 
 
(15) (A) write imaginative stories 
that include:(i) a clearly defined 
focus, plot, and point of view; 
(ii) a specific, believable setting 
created through the use of sensory 
details; 
 
15) (B) write a poem using: 
(i) poetic techniques (e.g., 
alliteration, onomatopoeia); 
(ii) figurative language (e.g., 
personification, idioms, hyperbole); 
15B I can write poems using poetic 
techniques (ie alliteration, 
onomatopoeia) figurative language, 
and graphic elements (ie capital 
letters, line length) 
 
 
 
17C I can write responses to literary 
texts and provide evidence from the 
text to demonstrate understanding 
 
 

(17) Students write persuasive texts 
to influence the attitudes or actions of 
a specific audience on specific 
issues.  
    (A) write a multi-paragraph essay 
to convey information about a topic 
that: 
(i) present effective introductions and 
concluding paragraphs; 
(ii) guide and inform the reader's 
understanding of key ideas and 
evidence; 
(iii) include specific facts, details, and 
examples in an appropriately 
organized structure; 
(iv) use a variety of sentence 
structures and transitions to link 
paragraphs; 
 
(22) (A) brainstorm, consult with 
others, decide upon a topic, and 
formulate open-ended questions to 
address the major research topic; 
 (iii) graphic elements (e.g., word 
position). 
 
 
(23) (D) identify the source of notes 
(e.g., author, title, page number) and 
record bibliographic information 
concerning those sources according 
to a standard format; 
 
 
 

(22) (B) generate a research 
plan for gathering relevant 
information about the major 
research question. 
(23) (A) follow the research 
plan to collect data from a 
range of print and electronic 
resources (e.g., reference 
texts, periodicals, web pages, 
online sources) and data from 
experts; 
(23) (B) differentiate between 
primary and secondary 
sources; 
((23) C) record data, utilizing 
available technology (e.g., 
word processors) in order to 
see the relationships between 
ideas, and convert 
graphic/visual data (e.g., 
charts, diagrams, timelines) 
into written notes; 
 
(23) (E) differentiate between 
paraphrasing and plagiarism 
and identify the importance of 
citing valid and reliable 
sources. 
(24) (A) refine the major 
research question, if 
necessary, guided by the 
answers to a secondary set of 
questions; 
(24) (B) evaluate the 
relevance, validity, and 
reliability of sources for the 
research. 
expository and procedural or 
work-related texts to 
communicate ideas and 
information to specific 
audiences for specific 
purposes. 
 
(17) (C) write responses to 
literary or expository texts and 
provide evidence from the text 
to demonstrate understanding; 
(17) (D) produce a multimedia 
presentation involving text and 
graphics using available 
technology. 
(18) (A) write persuasive 
essays for appropriate 
audiences that establish a 

Students use elements of the 
writing process (planning, drafting, 
revising, editing, and publishing) to 
compose text. 
14) (A) plan a first draft by selecting 
a genre appropriate for conveying 
the intended meaning to an 
audience, determining appropriate 
topics through a range of strategies 
(e.g., discussion, background 
reading, personal interests, 
interviews), and developing a thesis 
or controlling idea; 
(NT, district categorized as (R))  
(14) (B) develop drafts by choosing 
an appropriate organizational 
strategy (e.g., sequence of events, 
cause-effect, compare-contrast) 
and building on ideas to create a 
focused, organized and coherent 
piece of writing; (R)(T) 
(14) (C) revise drafts to clarify 
meaning, enhance style, include 
simple and compound sentences, 
and improve transitions by adding, 
deleting, combining, and 
rearranging sentences or larger 
units of text after rethinking how 
well questions of purpose, 
audience, and genre have been 
addressed 
(14) (D) edit drafts for grammar, 
mechanics, and spelling; (R)(T) 
(14) (E) revise final draft in 
response to feedback from peers 
and teacher and publish written 
work for appropriate audiences 



position and include sound 
reasoning, detailed and 
relevant evidence, and 
consideration of alternatives. 
 

Focus Oral and 
Written 

Convention 
TEKS 

(R) Readiness 
(S) Supporting 
(P) Process 
(T) Tested at 7th 
or 9th grades by 
Texas 
(NT) Not Tested 
at 7th or 9th 
grades by Texas 

District 
Academic 

Vocab. 
 

(19) (A) use and understand the 
function of the following parts of 
speech in the context of reading, 
writing, and speaking:  
(ii) non-count nouns (e.g., rice, 
paper); (iii) predicate adjectives 
(She is intelligent.) and their 
comparative and superlative forms 
(e.g., many, more, most); (iv) 
conjunctive adverbs (e.g., 
consequently, furthermore, 
indeed); (v) prepositions and 
prepositional phrases and their 
influence on subject-verb 
agreement; (vi) indefinite 
pronouns (e.g., all, both, nothing, 
anything); (viii) transitional words 
and phrases that demonstrate an 
understanding of the function of 
the transition related to the 
organization of the writing (e.g., on 
the contrary, in addition to); 
(20) (A) use capitalization for: (i) 
abbreviations; (ii) initials and 
acronyms; (iii) organizations; 
(21) (B) use spelling patterns and 
rules and print and electronic 
resources to determine and check 
correct spellings. 
(21) (C) know how to use the 
spell-check function in word 
processing while understanding its 
limitations. 
 

(19) (C) use complete simple and 
compound sentences with correct 
subject-verb agreement. 
(20) (B) recognize and use 
punctuation marks, including: 
(i) commas in compound sentences; 
(ii) proper punctuation and spacing 
for quotations; 

19) (A) use and understand the 
function of the following parts of 
speech in the context of reading, 
writing, and speaking:  
(i) verbs (irregular verbs and active 
and passive voice) 
(vii) subordinating conjunctions (e.g., 
while, because, although, if); 
(20) (B) recognize and use 
punctuation marks, including: 
(iii) parentheses, brackets, and 
ellipses (to indicate omissions and 
interruptions or incomplete 
statements); 
(21) (A)differentiate between 
commonly confused terms (e.g., its, 
it's; affect, effect); 

  

Focus Speaking 
and Listening 

TEKS 
(R) Readiness 
(S) Supporting 
(P) Process 

(Pieces for 
exhibit) 
District 

Academic 
Vocab. 

 (28) (A) participate in student-led 
discussions by eliciting and 
considering suggestions from other 
group members and by identifying 
points of agreement and 
disagreement 

 Students organize and present 
their ideas and information 
according to the purpose of the 
research and their audience. 
Students are expected to 
synthesize the research into a 
written or an oral presentation 
that:  
(25) (A) compiles important 
information from multiple 
sources; 
(25) (B) develops a topic 
sentence, summarizes 
findings, and uses evidence to 
support conclusions; 

(26) (A)listen to and interpret a 
speaker's messages (both verbal 
and nonverbal) and ask questions 
to clarify the speaker's purpose and 
perspective;  
(26) (B) follow and give oral 
instructions that include multiple 
action steps; 
(26) (C) paraphrase the major 
ideas and supporting evidence in 
formal and informal presentations 



 (25) (C) presents the findings 
in a consistent format; 
(25) (D) uses quotations to 
support ideas and an 
appropriate form of 
documentation to acknowledge 
sources (e.g., bibliography, 
works cited). 
(27) (A) give an organized 
presentation with a specific 
point of view, employing eye 
contact, speaking rate, volume, 
enunciation, natural gestures, 
and conventions of language 
to communicate ideas 
effectively. 

Topic 
Focus/Learning 

Targets 
(Connections 
among pieces) 

Reading 
Writing 
Oral and 
Written 
Conventions 
Research 
Listening and 
Speaking 

I can determine the life lesson 
(theme) in a short story. 
 
 I can identify the elements of a 
plot diagram. 
 
I can summarize the plot elements 
of a story and label them on a plot 
diagram.(new) 
 
I can read a story and I can 
identify 1st- and 3rd- person points 
of view. (new) 
 
I can recognize the difference 
between biography, autobiography 
and memoir.  
 
I can plan a first draft of a memoir 
and develop a controlling idea  
 
 I can develop first drafts by using 
an appropriate organizational 
strategy 
 

 
 I can write a short work of fiction 
using an appropriate organizational 
strategy. 
 
I can correctly punctuate quotations 
and use dialogue in my writing. (new) 

 I can explain how figurative 
language contributes to the 
meaning of a poem 
 
I can explain how different 
organizational patterns develop the 
main idea and the author’s 
viewpoint. 
 
I can write poems using poetic 
techniques (ie alliteration, 
onomatopoeia) figurative language, 
and graphic elements (ie capital 
letters, line length) 
 I can use a variety of sentence 
structures and transitions to link 
ideas together ideas in writing.  
 
 

I can produce a multimedia 
propaganda presentation 
 
I can evaluate and determine 
relevant data on my research 
topic from multiple print and 
electronic resources. 
I can accurately document 
sources. 
 
I can develop a topic sentence, 
summarize findings, and use 
evidence to support 
conclusions. 
 
 

 
 

Resources Novels:  
FIsh in a Tree 
Seedfolks (Pre AP only, grade  
                   level excerpts) 
 
Mentor Texts: 
Chicken Soup 
“My Favorite Place” 
STAAR Examples 
 
Literature Textbook – Holt 
McDougal 
Mentor Text 

Literature Textbook – Holt McDougal 
Novels:  
Fish in a Tree 
 

Literature Textbook – Holt McDougal 
Newsela 
Persuasive Speeches: MLK 
Speech, TedTalk Persuasive 
Speeches 
 

Book Clubs  Resilence 
 
The Watsons Go to 
Birmingham;  
Lions of Little Rock;  
Money Hungry- Sharon Flake 
Finding my Place – Traci 
Jones 
Silhouetted by the Blue – 
Jones 
Feathers – Jacqueline 
Woodson 
Brown Girl Dreaming – 
Woodson 

Literature Textbook – Holt McDougal 
Revision Decisions (Jeff Anderson) 



Revision Decisions (Jeff 
Anderson) 
 
 
 

Lost Goat Lane – Rosa Jordan 
(humorous) Movie: The 
Sweetest Gift 
One Crazy Simmer- 
Williams-Garcia 
Double-Dutch – Sharon  
 
 
 

 


